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Memorial Day 2020

Honoring fallen heroes 

amid a global pandemic

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

From left, Mark Boissey, of the U.S. Naval Reserves; Jonathan Ialongo, a 

U.S. Air Force veteran who served two tours in Afghanistan; and Dani 

Masterson, a National Bugler from Wappingers Falls; stood in front of 

the Millbrook firehouse on Memorial Day, Monday, May 25.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUTCHESS COUNTY

This U.S. Army vehicle was part of the Dutchess County Memorial Day 

Convoy, pictured here leaving the War Memorial on Main Street in 

Poughkeepsie on Monday, May 25.

Governor’s COVID-19 metrics met

Columbia County, Dutchess 

relieved to reopen for phase one

Antibody tests at Sharon Hospital

Webutuck school district awarded  

$100K for health clinic on campus

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

DUTCHESS COUNTY — 
Dutchess County commemorated 
Memorial Day with a vehicle con-
voy that drove from Poughkeepsie 
to Wappingers to Fishkill to Beek-
man to Pawling to Dover to Amenia 
to Millerton to Pine Plains to Milan 
to Red Hook, back to Poughkeepsie 
through Rhinebeck and Hyde Park, 
all to honor this nation’s fallen he-
roes�

It was a decidedly different kind 
of celebration of those who sacri-
ficed their lifeblood for this country, 
which is today fighting a different 
kind of enemy — the coronavirus — 
which has killed almost 100,000 in 
the U�S� and 348,528 worldwide as of 
presstime on Tuesday, May 26�

Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro and Director of the 
Dutchess County Division of Vet-
erans’ Services Marc Coviello orga-
nized the convoy of police, fire and 
local municipality vehicles that trav-
eled throughout the county on Me-
morial Day, Monday, May 25� Typi-
cally, cities, towns and villages as 
well as American Legions and VFWs 
hold their own celebrations to honor 
veterans who died in service, but this 
year, with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and social distancing regulations, it 
was not deemed wise to do so and 
most Memorial Day commemora-
tions were canceled or closed to the 
public� The  governor did allow gath-
erings of 10 people or less�

 Yet Molinaro wanted to mark the 

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

HARLEM VALLEY — New York’s 
Capital Region, including Columbia 
County, was given Governor An-
drew Cuomo’s go-ahead to reopen on 
Wednesday, May 20, at a time when 
much of downstate was still dealing 
with the brunt of the coronavirus pan-
demic� That was because the Capital 
Region finally hired enough contact 
tracers to meet all of the governor’s 
benchmarks to start the first phase 

of reopening the economy, beginning 
with construction, manufacturing, 
agriculture, forestry, wholesale trade 
and retail business with delivery and 
curb-side pick-up only�

Dutchess County followed suit on 
Tuesday, May 26, as on Saturday, May 
23, Dutchess County Executive Marc 
Molinaro said the Mid-Hudson Re-
gion had “successfully met all of the 
health metrics to reopen,” with the 
balance of volunteer contact tracers 
finishing online training this week-
end�

“Governor Cuomo has given us the 
green light for Restarting Dutchess on 
Tuesday,” confirmed Molinaro�

On the 23rd, Cuomo addressed the 
reopening of the Mid-Hudson Valley 
Region at his daily press conference�

“In all these admonitions, all these 
pleas, the good news is remember it is 
working� What we are doing is work-
ing� You look at the New York curve, 
you look at how low it is, you look at 
the number of deaths, look at the de-

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

SHARON, Conn� — As society 
slowly emerges from the COVID-19 
quarantine, the question on the minds 
of many people has shifted from “Do 
I have the virus?” to “Did I have the 
virus?” — and therefore, do I have im-
munity from reinfection?

Even as antibody tests become avail-
able, uncertainty surrounds the issue, 
including how much protection is of-
fered even if someone tests positive for 
COVID-19 antibodies�

“Right now, no one knows what the 
presence of antibodies really means,” 

said Dr� Mark Hirko, president of Sha-
ron Hospital, where FDA-approved se-
rological, or antibody testing, is now 
offered� 

“Are they safe from reinfection? Safe 
from not being contagious?” 

Currently, he said, there are no clear 
answers�  Even if antibodies were found 
to provide immunity, Hirko said, it is 
not known how long that protection 
would last�

Antibodies are proteins made in 
response to infections, such as CO-
VID-19� They can be found in the blood 
of people who are tested after infection, 
showing that they have had an immune 
response to the coronavirus� 

But some health professionals, and 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Protection (CDC), caution that rushing 
out to get tested for antibodies is not 
advisable, as the test has limitations� 

“This test is not currently designed 
for individual use … to test people who 
want to know if they have been pre-
viously infected with SARS-CoV-2,” 
according to the CDC� Rather, the 
serologic test has been “designed and 
validated for broad-based surveil-
lance and research purposes, to pro-
vide information needed to guide the 
response to the pandemic, and protect 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WEBUTUCK — Amid the current 
global health crisis, the North East 
(Webutuck) Central School District 
was able to progress with its plans for 
an in-school based health clinic by 
securing a $100,000 grant from the 
Foundation for Community Health, a 
private, not-for-profit foundation in 
Sharon, Conn�, focused on improv-
ing the health and well-being of the 
residents of the Harlem Valley and 
the northwest corner of Connecticut 
through grants, research, technical as-
sistance and advocacy�

The idea for establishing the clinic 
at Webutuck was first proposed last 
spring when Charles Davis, a nurse at 
Eugene Brooks Intermediate School, 
approached Webutuck Superinten-
dent of Schools Raymond Castellani 
to discuss the benefits of such a facil-
ity� Davis said students would benefit 
from having their primary healthcare 
needs taken care of with no out-of-
pocket expenses� 

If approved, Webutuck would be 
the first school district in the Har-
lem Valley to have an in-school based 
health clinic in place� To date, the Pine 
Plains Central School District, the 
Millbrook Central School District and 

the Dover Union Free School District 
are all without their own health clinics 
on campus� 

Impressed by the idea, Castellani 
asked Davis to develop a proposal to 
present to the Webutuck Board of Ed-
ucation (BOE)� While the district was 
on summer vacation, Davis spent the 
time conducting additional research 
into in-school based health centers, 
during which time he learned that in 
order to offer such a program, school 
districts are required under state reg-
ulations to have a viable collaborator� 
By the start of the 2019-20 school year, 
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are

on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10am

www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Marilyn Anderson
Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Said
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
WEDNESDAY HEALING SERVICE

At Noon – with Eucharist
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

Pastor Savage Frieze
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT

Worship services Sundays at 10 am
AT THE PILGRIM HOUSE 

30 GRANITE AVE, CANAAN:
FISHES & LOAVES Food Pantry  

and CLOSETS for clothing  
Tuesdays from 5 to 7  

and Thursdays from noon to 2
www.facebook.com/ 

northcanaancongregational

North East Baptist Church
Historic Meeting House,  

Main & Maple Millerton, NY
God's word is always relevant!
A Warm Welcome Awaits You

SUNDAY SERVICES
Family Bible School - 9:30 AM

Morning Worship - 11:00
Evening Service - 6:00 PM
WEEKDAY MEETINGS

Weds. Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM
at Parsonage 33 S. Maple Ave.

Sat. Bible Studies  
for Men & Women 3:00 PM

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
First Sunday of each month  

after AM services
Pastor Henry A. Prause

518-789-4840

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9am
Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational 
Church 

 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online sermons.

Bible Study Guides  
also available by request:  

 info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org
Or contact us at 860-364-5002

Worship Services
Week of May 31, 2020

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Greenwoods  
Community Church

355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Kidz Konnection 
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)

Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler

413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY  
WORSHIP 10:30

 Please go to  
www.stthomasamenia.com to log on.
        Followed by a virtual coffee hour

       Rev. AJ Stack
www.stthomasamenia.com

845-373-9161

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 

Virtual Sunday service 10:30 AM 
Trinity Lime Rock Facebook page
Virtual Coffee Hour & Bible Study

Rev. Heidi Truax
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627 
www.trinitylimerock.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

The format for our Unitarian  
Fellowship has changed to zoom. 
Sunday, June 14 at 10:30 a.m. 

If you need help with zoom,  
call (860) 435-2319
All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 am, 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
9 AM – Sacred Heart

Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday & First Friday

SATURDAY VIGIL
4 PM - St. Bridget

SUNDAY MASSES
8 AM - St. Bernard

10 AM - Sacred Heart

Services are canceled or being held online.
Call ahead or visit websites for updates.

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician
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RobeRt F. WRight
June 1, 2009

Eleven years have come and gone
since we saw you last.

Since we put you down to rest,
the time has gone so fast.

It doesn’t matter,
time moves on, regardless,

as must we,
move on with what we’re left with,

that includes the memories,
we have to always look back on,

of when we had you here.
We love you and we miss you

every day of every year.

We love you Robert
We love you Dad

Your wife Ruth
Your daughter Bobbie-Jo

c

In Appreciation:

Marvin Van Benschoten

HUDSON, N.Y. — Calvin Ed-
ward Brendline Sr., 
84, a lifelong area 
resident, died May 
19, 2020, at Ghent 
Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center in 
Ghent, N.Y., follow-
ing a lengthy illness. 

Mr. Brendline 
worked for Dun-
candale Farms, Inc., 
in Millerton for more 
than 40 years. He then moved to 
Hamilton, N.Y., and worked in 
the Culinary Division as a cook at 
Turning Stone Resort and Casino 
for 20 years.

Born March 22, 1936, in Sharon, 
he was the son of the late Louise 
(Lenhardt) and Harry Brendline. 
On Feb. 5, 1955, at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Amenia, he mar-
ried Jean E. Palmatier. His wife of 65 
years survives at home in Hudson. 

Mr. Brendline was an avid fish-
erman and enjoyed casinos, senior 
citizen bus trips, spending time 
with his family and a good cigar. 
He will be dearly missed by all.

In addition to his beloved wife, 
he is survived by a daughter, Gayle 
Harrison of Hudson; three sons, 
Gary A. Brendline of Wappingers 
Falls, N.Y., Robert H. Brendline and 

his wife, Karen, of Simsbury, Conn., 
and Paul J. Brendline 

of Hudson; his sister, 
Linda Kaye of Miller-
ton and her husband, 
Wally; six grand-
children, Heather 
LaMont, Heidi Roger, 
David, Danielle and 
Joshua Brendline 
and Kristin Garcia; 11 
great-grandchildren; 
several nieces and 

nephews; and many friends. 
He was predeceased by a son, 

Calvin E. Brendline Jr.; and two sis-
ters, Cynthia Goggins and Barbara 
Hosier.

Graveside services and burial 
took place privately at Immaculate 
Conception Cemetery in Amenia 
on May 23, the Rev. R. Kent Wil-
son officiating. Arrangements are 
under the direction of the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home in Mil-
lerton. 

To send an online condolence 
to the family, go to www.conklin-
funeralhome.com. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Greenport Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 275, Hudson, NY 
12534; or Ghent Rehab & Nursing 
Center, 1 Whittier Way, Ghent, NY 
12075.

Calvin Edward Brendline Sr.

LAKEVILLE-NORTH CA-
NAAN — Laurie Emberlin passed 
away on May 23, 2020. Laurie was 
a lifelong resident of the Lakeville-

North Canaan area. She is survived 
by her two children, Cathy Ember-
lin and Greg Emberlin. There will 
not be a funeral.

Laurie Emberlin

LAKEVILLE — Stefanie Joy 
Kahn, 58, died peace-
fully on May 21, 
2020, following a 
long illness. 

She was born in 
New York, N.Y., on 
April 24, 1962, and 
grew up in Pomona, 
N.Y., with her par-
ents, the late Paul and 
Anita Kahn, sisters 
Susan and Patricia 
Kahn and brother Laurence Kahn. 

She attended the Rockland 
Country Day School, where she 
graduated in 1980, and Syracuse 
University, graduating in 1987. Lat-
er, she lived in Syracuse, New York 
City, Nyack, N.Y., and Lakeville. 
She dearly loved and was loved by 
her parents, her siblings, her neph-
ews Matthias and Lucas Graf, her 
nieces Peri Kahn and Ginny Smith, 
and her great-nieces Emerson and 
Marlowe Smith.

Stefanie was a preternaturally 
articulate toddler and a tiny, effer-
vescent little girl. 

She grew up to be warm, gen-
erous and full of fun, with a huge 
smile and a contagious laugh. She 
was a sensitive and empathetic lis-
tener — she was always everyone’s 

friend and confidante. 
Living in her na-

tive New York City 
in the 1990s and early 
2000s, she loved her 
upper 80s far East 
Side neighborhood. 
She felt the same way 
about her more re-
cently adopted com-
munity in Lakeville, 
where she lived from 
2012 until 2020.

Stefanie’s funeral is postponed 
until it is safer for people to travel 
and gather together. Meanwhile, 
her family is creating a memorial 
page for her on Facebook and will 
soon have a site up at www.legacy.
com.

In lieu of flowers, please consid-
er donating in Stefanie’s memory to 
the Corner Food Pantry (www.the-
cornerfoodpantry.org) in Lakeville. 
You will need to email contact@
thecornerfoodpantry.org to let 
them know that your contribution 
is in her memory. 

Thank you to the doctors and 
nurses at Sharon Hospital, where 
Stefanie received warm, attentive 
care for three difficult weeks. Many 
thanks also to her good friends in 
the Lakeville community.

Stefanie Joy Kahn

Newton B. Kemp Jr.

TORRINGTON — Thomas 
G. Poole, 75, died Thursday 
night, May 21, 2020, 
at Hartford Hospi-
tal. 

He was the hus-
band of Carolyn J. 
(Barber) Poole. 

Thomas was 
born April 13, 1945, 
in Torrington, son 
of the late Viola 
(Roberts) and Fran-
cis Poole.

Thomas was employed as a 
construction worker for Cordani 
& Bros. Construction Company 
in Torrington. He served during 
the Vietnam Era with the U.S. 
Army. 

He was a longtime member 
of the Northwest Connecticut 
Rod & Gun Club in North Ca-
naan. He served the club as its 
president numerous times. He 
was an avid hunter and fisher-
man and loved doing this with 
his partner, Warren. 

He loved attending car shows 
but his greatest passion was his 
family and his love for all of his 
grandchildren, Austin, Addison, 
David, Amber, Tim, Emily, War-
ren, William, Dakota, Ally and 
Ralph.

Thomas, in addition to his 
wife, is survived by his daugh-
ter, Tami Shewchuk and her hus-
band, Derek, of Torrington; his 

son, Thomas Poole, also of Tor-
rington; his stepchildren, David 

Scully and his part-
ner, Kim, of Wind-
sor Locks, Conn., 
Phil Eichman and 
his wife, Wendy, 
of North Canaan 
and Wilbur Good-
win and his wife, 
Sharon, of Florida. 
Thomas is also sur-
vived by his sisters, 

Gail Hodge and her husband, 
Burl, of Mississippi and Marga-
ret Moulthrop of Torrington; his 
brother-in-law, Norman Barber 
and his wife, Tina, of California; 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Thomas was predeceased by 
his brothers, Robbie and Brian 
Poole; and by his stepdaughter, 
Lisa Eichman.

Due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, funeral services will be 
postponed until the fall. At that 
time, when conditions have im-
proved, there will be a graveside 
service with full military honors 
held at West Side Cemetery in 
Harwinton, Conn. 

Memorial donations may be 
made in Thomas’ memory to 
the DaVita Dialysis Center, 780 
Litchfield St., Suite 100, Tor-
rington, CT 06790. 

Arrangements are under the 
care of the Newkirk-Palmer Fu-
neral Home in North Canaan. 

Thomas G. Poole

STANFORDVILLE, N.Y. 
—Newton B. Kemp Jr. passed 
away on May 18, 
2020, at the age 
of 86, at Ferncliff 
Nursing Home in 
Rhinebeck, N.Y. 

He was born 
on July 8, 1933, 
at Vassar Broth-
er’s Hospital, to 
parents Newton 
Kemp Sr. and Ev-
alena Thurst Kemp 
Hardisty. 

Newt was a lifetime resi-
dent of Stanfordville, where 
he served as a volunteer fire-
man for 67 years. He was also a 
member of the United Church 
of Christ for 86 years, town 
councilman for 10 years, as 
well as a member of the Stan-
fordville Lions Club. 

He worked at IBM for 35 
years and retired at the age of 
58. After retirement he worked 
part-time at Peck & Peck Fu-
neral Home for many years. 

Newt married Roberta Har-
rington on Oct. 3, 1954, in 
Garrison, N.Y. He is survived 
by his wife, Roberta Kemp; his 
daughters, Michelle (Kemp) 
Holst-Grubbe and Adrienne 
(Kemp) D’Antonio and her 
husband, Louis D’Antonio; his 
granddaughters, Lisa Keeler 
Mielich and Robert Mielich, 

Allison Holst-Grubbe and 
Paige Howarth and Amie 

Keeler Buonome 
and Stephen Buo-
nome;  his great-
grandchi ldren , 
Matthew Mielich, 
Austin Mielich, 
Mattison Mon-
dene and Sophia 
Keeler; his sister, 
Kathleen Kemp 
Calabrese and Al-

fonso Calabrese; a 
brother-in-law, Robert Jones; 
and his nieces and nephew.

Newt was predeceased by 
his parents; his stepfather, 
Chester Hardisty; his sister, 
Arthena Kemp Jones; and his 
son-in-law, George Holst-
Grubbe. 

Newt was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. He enjoyed play-
ing golf, participating in sports, 
watching his great-grandsons 
play sports, as well as spending 
time with his family. 

A celebration of life cer-
emony will occur in the near 
future. Due to COVID-19, ser-
vices and burial are private for 
immediate family only. 

Arrangements are entrust-
ed with Peck & Peck Funeral 
Home in Pine Plains.

To send online condolences, 
go to www.peckandpeck.net.

STANFORDVILLE — Today 
was a sad day. I lost a friend of 50 
years, and fellow-church member. 
Marvin Van Benschoten (who died 
May 5, 2020, at Geer) was a won-
derful person who loved farming, 
family, friends and community. 

He was born in 1926 and lived 
through many crises: the Depres-
sion, World War II, Korea, Cuban 
missile crisis, presidential assas-
sinations, Vietnam, 911, Desert 
Storm, the Iraq War and society’s 
many medical and economic ups 
and downs.

I taught all Marvin’s children 
in my chemistry and physics class-
room. Their values were instilled 
by Marvin and his wife, Ann.  All 
were attentive, kind, and caring of 
their fellow students, always pitch-
ing in where needed.

Marvin learned the value of 
hard work from his father, who 
also was a believer in an honest 
day’s work. Marvin told stories 
of bringing 10-gallon metal con-
tainers of milk to market by sled 
during blizzards. His morning 
tasks were to do the 3 a.m. milk-
ing and then go to school and take 

his studies seriously.  His major 
struggle was not academic, but to 
stay awake! 

He spoke of the value of de-
pendable horses, caring for the 
them, as these beasts were the 
“tractors” that planted the seed and 
brought in the crops. Farming was 
one aspect of heavy labor. 

Marvin’s dad had other ideas 
for extending a day’s work. He 
decided to build a farmhouse for 
two families, combining the living 
quarters to accommodate the chil-

dren and allow Arthur and his wife 
to share the burden with Marvin 
and his fast-growing family. 

Marvin and the farm hands be-
gan work on a two-family house 
that was approximately 5,000 
square feet, building it after a day 
of farming.  

By the time the house was 
closed in and the roof was on, it 
had begun to snow. As his dad did 
not tolerate whining, all soldiered 
on in all weather. With the roof 
on, and Christmas ahead, Marvin 

couldn’t wait till spring —when it 
was time to plant.

Marvin was an avid reader who 
valued historical novels and vis-
ited historic sites. For him, history 
helped to inform future decisions. 

I miss his wisdom, truthful-
ness, ingenuity, and his zest for 
life. There are few memorable men 
I have met in my life, and Marvin 
was one of them, may he rest in 
peace.  

Robert Riemer

Amenia
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MILLERTON

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Thanks to the 
efforts of some very determined and 
energetic volunteers, the Conser-
vation Advisory Council (CAC) of 
the town of North East, Dr. Kristie 
Schmidt and a host of others, the vil-
lage of Millerton will soon be blessed 
with a new community pollinator 
garden on Century Boulevard.

CAC member Mary Lynn Kalog-
eras brainstormed the idea after at-
tending several of local farmers mar-
kets with CAC Chairwoman Dianne 
Engleke to share information about 
pollinators, and the desperate situa-
tion bees are facing right now. But, 
with the coming of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Kalogeras said her kids 
were going to “kill her” if the 77 year 
old kept going out to educate people 
in the midst of a health crisis — put-
ting herself at risk — prompting her 
to come up with another idea. The 
solution? To plant the town’s own 
volunteer pollinator garden.

The idea was further promoted 
when Schmidt agreed to donate the 
front lawn of her Century Boulevard 
office for the project for a garden 
plot that measures 20 feet by 30 feet. 
It’s an ideal location, situated right 
next to the Millerton Post Office and 
the North East Town Hall.

“I thought, wouldn’t it be great to 
have a garden in the village, where 
people could walk down and learn 
[about pollination],” said Kalogeras, 
who added there should be more 
than 50 native plants donated to 
the garden by the time it’s finished. 
“It will be gorgeous when it’s done. 
It will be full of flowers… The bees 
we’re trying to attract are solitary 
bees, about as big as your pinky nail. 
They’re native. Honey bees are not 
native to this country.”

And that’s key to the new com-
munity garden, which focuses on 
native plants as well as native bees, 
butterflies, caterpillars and birds. 
Kalogeras said in addition to get-
ting the planting materials donated, 
including mulch and compost from 

Pollinator garden to provide safe space for 

the birds, the bees and the butterflies

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Volunteers have been working diligently at the new pollinator 

garden on Century Boulevard, which was started by North East 

Conservation Advisory Council member Mary Lynn Kalogeras.

places like McEnroe Organic Farm 
and Agway in Millerton, other local 
businesses have donated supplies. 
She hopes more will do so. She’s 
also hoping informational signs will 
be donated, so they can be posted 
throughout the garden to educate 
visitors about the role pollinators 
play in the food supply chain — 
something she’s been thinking an 
awful lot about these days.

“We don’t have a food source 
without pollination, in terms of 
vegetables and fruits,” she said, cred-
iting bees, “and they’re involved in 
wheat production and oats and all 
the grains, too. That’s one reason 
why people are so frantic about the 
loss of honeybees, which is obvious. 
What is not obvious, is you put up 
parking lots in spaces, covered by 

cement, they risk being lost. They’ve 
established these long relationships 
with native plants, which is what 
butterflies like; it’s what bees like, 
what birds like, and that’s impor-
tant.”

North East town Supervisor 
Chris Kennan commended Kalog-
eras and her initiative. She presented 
the project to the Town Board at its 
Zoom meeting on Thursday, May 14.

“I think it’s wonderful and the 
goal is really that it should be edu-
cational, that’s why it is being done 
there, right next to the post office, 
so people can understand better 
the role of pollinators to our local 
environment,” said Kennan. “It is a 
project of the [town] CAC, but it’s 
in the village, so it’s a great location.”

The supervisor added that 

“Councilwoman Lana Morrison 
volunteered to help with it,” and 
depending on how many others 
volunteer, the work should finish 
soon, especially as “landscaping and 
garden work have been permitted by 
the state, even up to now, to some 
degree, and there will be more of that 
permitted as we move into phase one 
of the reopening.”

On Thursday, May 21, Kalogeras 
noted that in addition to Morrison, 
Deputy Supervisor Ralph Fedele also 
volunteered. The two Town Board 
members were out that day, doing 
the grueling work of removing sod 
and carting it away — then cover-
ing the ground with compost. For 
herself, Morrison and the 88 year old 
Fedele, she said it was “hard work,” 
but done fairly smoothly.

“It’s been rough, but I think once 
you get something started, people 
are used to doing things for the 
town,” she said. “This will hopefully 
get everybody started… Planting is 
the fun part.”

It seems that it has encouraged 
others. There have been so many 
people stopping by to ask about the 
project and offer their help, in fact, 
that Kalogeras is no longer soliciting 
volunteers, though she’s not turning 
them down, either. She said the town 
has reminded her that all volunteers 
must respect social distancing guide-
lines while working in the garden, 
which also lessens the number of 
people who can work at one time. 

Kalogeras said there’s still time to 
volunteer, though, especially as there 
has been some delay in getting the 
native plants, which has postponed 
the original planting schedule. To 
find out about volunteering, email 
Kalogeras at  marylynnk@gmail.
com. To learn more about Miller-
ton’s pollinator garden, go to https://
millertonnewyork.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/04/Pollinator-
Garden.pdf. And to read more about 
the joy of gardening in the Tri-State 
Region, pick up this year’s Towns & 
Villages special supplement, pub-
lished by The Lakeville Journal Co. 
on May 21, 2020.

MILLERTON IN BRIEF

The North East Commu-
nity Center’s (NECC) Farm-
ers Market takes place every 
Saturday at the corner of 
Dutchess Avenue and Main 
Street, outside of the Miller-
ton Methodist Church. 

The Farmers Market asks 
all customers to please send 
only one adult family mem-
ber into the market area, avoid 
loitering and follow guidelines 

for social distancing as indi-
cated by signs to keep every-
one safe during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

For more information, 
contact market manager John 
Nowak at john@neccmiller-
ton.org or call 518-407-7030. 

Follow the market on Face-
book @Millerton.Farmers.
Market and on Instagram @
neccmillertonfmkt.

NECC Farmers Market open for business  

The North East Commu-
nity Center’s (NECC) trans-
portation program continues 
to operate for seniors and 
families and individuals who 
need transportation to access 
pharmacy, food and other 
emergency supply outlets dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic. 

The center is currently 
transporting only one person 
per vehicle and reminds cli-
ents that NECC is unable to 
let anyone with a contagious 
illness or signs of the virus ac-

cess the service. Anyone who 
is ill should contact their phy-
sician directly to seek guid-
ance.

Please check online, at 
www.neccmillerton.org, or 
call the program contact with 
further questions.

NECC is currently closed 
during the pandemic. How-
ever, it continues to operate 
remotely.

To contact NECC, call 518-
789-4259 or go to www.nec-
cmillerton.org.

NECC helps transport those in need

Visit the NorthEast-Mil-
lerton Library virtually every 
Wednesday, from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon, and every Friday, from 
1 to 2 p.m., while the library is 
closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Need help with the library’s 
databases, have questions that 
need answers, or just want to 

say “hi?” Library Director 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson will 
be there to chat.

Call 571-317-3112 and use 
the access code 310-897-565 
to join in. New to GoToMeet-
ing? Get the app now and be 
ready when your first meeting 
starts: www.global.gotomeet-
ing.com/install/310897565.

Virtually visit the Millerton library

Take what you need, and 
give what you can.

The NorthEast-Millerton 
Library has temporarily re-
purposed its tiny library on 
Main Street to hold shelf 
stable food items for anyone 
who needs them. 

There are a few items in 
there now, but the mini-pan-

try could definitely use some 
more. Please make sure to 
leave items that are unopened 
and undamaged so that they 
can best be used by those who 
need them.

Please be mindful of the 
space and if the tiny library is 
full, don’t leave donations on 
the ground.

Little Free Library Food Pantry

Send news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com
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A CONTINUUM OF CARE BRANDING:

Pantone 2945C

Pantone 625C

Pantone 568C

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

Announcing our New 
To Go Menu with

Garden Side Pick Up

restaurant & catering

 

Charlottes‘

 845.677.5888            
charlottesny.com

4258 Rt 44, Millbrook, NY

Announcing our New 
To Go Menu with

Garden Side Pick Up

restaurant & catering

 

Charlottes‘

 845.677.5888            
charlottesny.com

4258 Rt 44, Millbrook, NY

CARLSON PROPANE

Sales • Service • Installation • Residential 
Commercial • Competitive Pricing 

Automatic Route Deliveries • Forklifts 
Construction • Heat • Hot Water • Cooking

Budget Payment Plan

800-542-2422
www.carlsonpropane.com

CT HOD # 1002

Carlson… 
for Customers who insist on Safety & Quality

Division of Carlson Heating
& Air Conditioning, Inc.

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 office

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Excavation • Landscaping • Grounds Maintenance

Sharon Lawn and Landscape gives  
thanks to first responders during  

this worldwide pandemic.
Builders, Churches, Custodians, EMS,  

Financial Institutions, Food stores,  
Healthcare Facilities, Law Enforcement,  

Militia, Postal Service, Restaurants,  
Retail stores, Schools, Truckers, 

 and our Hardworking,  
Dedicated Employees

Thank you for all you do.  
We appreciate 

your dedication  
and love.

Sharon Lawn and Landscape gives  
thanks to first responders during  

this worldwide pandemic.

1 John Street PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
www.crownenergycorp.com

Full Service Department
10 Gay Street Sharon, CT
860-364-2004 
jamfoodshop@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week
9 - 4 pm

Grab n’ Go

Soups 

Salads 

Entrees

Quiche 

Ready to 
go dinners

Environmentally Friendly     
3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545      www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

• 24 Hour Towing
• Aluminum and Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Comlete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories 

Environmentally Friendly www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

• 24 Hour Towing
• Aluminum and Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Comlete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories 

Environmentally Friendly www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

• 24 Hour Towing 
   Aluminum & Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Complete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories

14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-0209
danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WEBUTUCK — In what 
turned out to be a short but 
productive meeting, the Webu-
tuck Board of Education (BOE) 
approved the proposed school 
district budget for the 2020-21 
school year and set the date for 
the mandated public hearing 
during the board’s virtual meet-
ing on Thursday, May 14.

In the months following the 
coronavirus outbreak, school 
districts across the state have 
had to adjust to a series of sig-
nificant changes, from the post-
ponement of the school board 
elections to schools being closed 
for the remainder of the 2019-
20 school year. On top of adapt-
ing to these changes, the North 
East (Webutuck) Central School 
District has had some concerns 
about the approval of the pro-
posed school district budget for 
the 2020-21 school year. In an 
earlier interview with The Mil-
lerton News, Webutuck Super-
intendent of Schools Raymond 
Castellani explained that with-
out its approval, there would 
be a reduction in programs that 
would lead to a reduction in the 
district’s workforce.

Along with the budget’s ap-

proval, Castellani stressed the 
importance of making sure resi-
dents contact the school district 
to obtain a ballot so they can vote 
on the 2020-21 budget and in the 
BOE election.

“We need to make sure that 
people request a ballot if they’re 
interested in having a vote,” Cas-
tellani said hours before the re-
cent BOE meeting. “We’d like to 
make sure everyone has a vote.” 

The BOE meeting was held 
via Zoom due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Webutuck BOE Presi-
dent Judy Moran moved to direct 
District Clerk Tracy Trotter to 
notify voters the public hearing 
on the budget will be Tuesday, 
May 26, at 7 p.m. Moran also an-
nounced that this year’s school 
district election and vote on the 
budget will be held on Tuesday, 
June 9.

Totaling $23,909,545, the BOE 
approved the 2020-21 school 
district budget. The budget’s 
anticipated revenue (exclusive 
of taxes) has been calculated at 
$8,309,036 and the amount to 
be raised by taxes has been cal-
culated at $15,600,509.

Voters with questions related 
to their eligibility can reach out 
to Trotter via email at tracy.
trotter@webutuck.org. Castel-
lani clarified that qualified voters 

on the most recent poll list will 
automatically receive an absentee 
ballot. For qualified voters who 
aren’t on the most recent poll list, 
he advised they contact Trotter 
via email. He recommended that 
community members shouldn’t 
wait to check to see if they are 
on the poll list; they should be 
proactive and contact Trotter so 
that she can cross-check the list.

“It’s important that people 
let us know if they need a bal-
lot to vote and contact either 
my email or Tracy’s,” Castellani 
emphasized.

Regarding the 2020-21 bud-
get, Castellani reported on a 
later date that this budget has 
a budget-to-budget increase of 
1.99% from last year and its levy 
is 5.99%, which he said is below 
what the district is allowed. He 
added that this budget also quali-
fies homeowners for the tax re-
imbursement. Castellani said that 
for a home with an assessed value 
of $200,000, there is a $6.32 in-
crease per month — in essence, 
he said the value is $173.50 less 
than it was two years ago.

For more information about 
this year’s school district vote, 
contact Castellani at raymond.
castellani@webutuck.org or 
Trotter at tracy.trotter@webu-
tuck.org.

Webutuck Board of Ed OKs 

2020-21 school district budget

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

DOVER PLAINS — In a joint 
effort to give this year’s graduat-
ing seniors one last hurrah before 
graduation, the Dover High School 
faculty banded together to orga-
nize a parade to the homes of the 
members of the Class of 2020 on 
Friday afternoon, May 22.

Organized by Dover High 
School faculty members Emily 
Krieger and Amanda Davies-Bo-
gin, the idea for the parade sparked 
during a brainstorming session 
among the staff held virtually on 
Google Meet. Along with decorat-
ing their own cars for the parade, 
the faculty reached out to Dover’s 
J.H. Ketchum Hose Company, the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office 
and the New York State Police to 
have them participate. 

Totaling 111 graduating seniors, 
the plan was to drive to each stu-

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

From left, Dover High School faculty members Susan Forbes and Tessa Odell readied themselves 

for the Dover High School senior parade while the Dover Dragon made himself comfortable 

on the back of their SUV.

Dover Dragons Class of 2020 

honored with graduation parade

TRI-STATE REGION — Dur-
ing the COVID-19 quarantine, most 
nonprofit organizations have had to 
cancel their annual (and much loved) 
fundraising meals, from pancake 
breakfasts to chili suppers. 

This is not only a loss to the com-
munity, it is also a loss to the non-
profits, which count on the funds 
those meals provide.

The Lakeville Journal Co. is pre-
paring a special issue of Compass 
arts and entertainment that will be 
included with our issue of July 2. In 
that issue we will include recipes 
from some of our local organiza-
tions for their ham or lasagna or 
corned beef or roast beef or cakes 
or cookies or pies.

We are now collecting those 
recipes from any nonprofits that 
would like to participate. We will 
publish them with a couple sentenc-
es explaining what that organization 
does for the community. 

And we will remind our read-
ers that the $5 or $10 or $20 they 
spend on a meal at the firehouse 
or the legion hall is meaningful 
even in normal times; and is even 
more meaningful at this time. We 
hope that seeing these delicious 
reminders of those favorite com-
munity meals will not only spark 
some nice memories, but will also 

Recipes being sought: Share!

dent’s home and present them 
with their own Class of 2020 
lawn sign, a senior T-Shirt and 
other goodies. Dover High School 
Principal Eugenia Angelis also 
presented them with their caps 
and gowns. Though the students 
were instructed to be at home that 
Friday, they were otherwise un-
aware of the parade of decorated 
cars, school buses and firetrucks 
headed their way.

“I think they missed out on so 
much and this is one way to honor 
them and give them an experience 
we hope they’ll really remember,” 
said Dover Union Free School 
District Assistant Superintendent 
Donna Basting just hours before 
the parade.

District Registrar Robin Conk-
lin agreed that the parade was a 
much-needed boost for the Class 
of 2020, which she said has been 
through a lot this year with the 
COVID-19 pandemic shutting 

down schools statewide and 
canceling traditional graduation 
plans. 

“So, it’s nice,” said Conklin, who 
was also on school grounds Friday 
morning making preparations for 
the parade.

Starting at 11 a.m. on Friday 
morning, the faculty gathered in 
the parking lot in front of Dover 
High School to decorate their ve-
hicles for the parade. Before long, 
there were rows of automobiles 
decorated with balloons, signs, 
banners and even an inflatable 
dragon — the school’s mascot  — 
most of which were in the dressed 
in the orange and black school col-
ors. Teachers sketched congratula-
tory messages in washable marker 
on the windows of their cars, while 
others set up the students’ pho-
tos on the school lawn. Trailing 
behind the vehicles on a string, a 
clatter arose from the dozens of 
cans teachers festively fastened to 
their car bumpers.

By noon, all of the finishing 
touches were in place, and the 
teachers hopped in their vehicles 
and readied themselves for the sig-
nal to start. Led by a school bus 
bearing an enormous congratu-
latory banner, everyone made 
their way down the long campus 
driveway and headed out on the 
open road in the direction of the 
seniors’ homes, scattered through-
out Dover Plains, Wingdale, with 
some even residing in Wassaic and 
Millbrook, raising a cacophony of 
honking along the way.

According to Angelis, this 
year’s graduation will be a hybrid 
between a virtual ceremony and 
a drive-in theater experience held 
on the high school campus on Sat-
urday, June 27.

encourage community members to 
make donations large or small to the 
nonprofits that work so hard to keep 
our communities intact.

Any nonprofits and their donor 
cook/bakers are asked to send in 
their recipes by Wednesday, June 3, 
to cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com. If 
you do not get confirmation, check 
back with us, we might not have re-
ceived it. If you have a lovely photo 
of the finished food, please feel free 
to share it. 

Restaurants are also invited to 
send in a recipe for a dish that is 
served at a fundraising event each 
year, such as the chicken pot pie din-
ner at The White Hart for the Salis-
bury Winter Sports Association. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETING, BUDGET 

VOTE AND ELECTION - 
*COVID-19 UPDATE*
NOTICE IS  HEREBY 

GIVEN, that a public hearing 
of the qualified voters of the 
Northeast (Webutuck) Central 
School District will be held May 
26, 2020. Copies of the budget 
and the text of any proposition 
that will be presented to the 
voters will be available for 
review by any qualified voter 
beginning on May 26, 2020 
upon request by email to the 
District Clerk at tracy.trotter@
webutuck.org.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN, that the annual meeting 
of the qualified voters of the 
Northeast (Webutuck) Central 
School District will be held on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020, to vote by 
absentee ballot exclusively upon 
the following items:

1. Shall the 2020-2021 Budget 
as adopted by the Board of 
Education in the amount of 
$23,909,545, with anticipated 
revenue exclusive of taxes 
in the amount of $8,309,036 
and the amount to be raised 
through taxes of $15,600,509, 
be approved?

2. To elect three (3) members 
to the Board of Education, for 
three-year terms, commencing 
July 1, 2020 and expiring on 
June 30, 2023.

3. To transact such other 
business as may properly come 
before the meeting pursuant to 
the Education Law of the State 
of New York.

AND FURTHER NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
copy of the statement of the 
amount of money which will 
be required to fund the School 
District’s budget for the 2020-
2021 school year, exclusive of 
public monies, may be obtained 
by any taxpayer in the District 
during the fourteen (14) days 

immediately preceding June 9, 
2020 via email request.

AND FURTHER NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
qualified voters of the School 
District shall be entitled 
to vote in said annual vote 
and election by absentee 
ballot exclusively due to the 
prevalence and community 
spread of COVID-19, that the 
potential for contraction of 
the COVID-19 virus shall be 
deemed temporary illness for 
all qualified voters. All qualified 
voters shall receive an absentee 
ballot with a postage paid return 
envelope. Completed ballots 
must be mailed and received 
by the District Clerk no later 
than 5:00 p.m on Tuesday, June 
9, 2020. A qualified voter is 
one who is (1) a citizen of the 
United States of America, (2) 
eighteen (18) years of age or 
older, (3) resident within the 
School District for a period of 
thirty (30) days preceding the 
annual vote and election and 
(4) not otherwise disqualified 
under the Election Law. Anyone 
who meets the definition of 
a “qualified voter”, but does 
not believe (s)he will be on 
the School District’s poll list, 
which contains the names of 
residents who voted in previous 
elections, please contact the 
District Clerk by email at tracy.
trotter@webutuck.org as soon 
as possible to ensure timely 
receipt of the absentee ballot 
for the 2020 annual meeting/
election.

The Education Law makes 
special provisions for absentee 
vot ing by “permanent ly 
disabled” voters of the District 
and any questions regarding 
these rights should be directed 
to the Clerk of the Board. All 
completed ballots shall be 
mailed to the Office of the 
District Clerk no later than 5:00 
p.m. on June 9, 2020.

A list of all persons to whom 
absentee ballots shall have 
been issued will be available 
upon request to the District 
Clerk on each of the five days 
prior to the day of the election, 
except Saturday or Sunday, and 
the day set for the election. 
Any qualified voter present in 
the polling place may object 
to the voting of the ballot 
upon appropriate grounds by 
making his/her challenge and 
reasons therefore known to the 
Inspector of Election before the 
close of the polls.

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a rule adopted by the Board 
of Education in accordance with 
Education Law ß ß 2035, 2008, 
any referenda or propositions to 
amend the budget, or otherwise 
to be submitted for voting at 
said election, must be filed with 
and directed to the District 
Clerk at the District Office, on 
or before May 8, 2020; must 
be typed or printed in the 
English language. However, 
the Board of Education will 
not entertain or place before 
the voters any petition or any 
proposition if its purpose is 
beyond the power of the voters 
or is illegal, or any proposition 
requiring the expenditure of 
monies which fails to include 
specific appropriations for all 
such expenditures required 
by the proposit ion.  BY 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 
OF EDUCATION OF THE 
WEBUTUCK CENTRAL 
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T, 
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 

Therese M. Trotter
Webutuck Central School 

District
Clerk of the Board

 Amenia, NY 12501
@LEGALS2:<*R>05-28-20

SHARON OPTICAL

Sharon Optical is now open six days a week,  
with new more convenient hours.  

Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:30 to 5:30  
and Saturdays 9:30 to1:00.

Check out our Website at  
sharonopticalct.com or call 860-364-0878.

Thanks to all the Health Care  
Workers and First Responders  

for the great job you do.

Realtor® at Large
For landowners with pastures and hay 
� elds, this is a critical time for the wildlife 
that depend on this eco system. � ere are 
many endangered ground nesting birds 
that need to have the � elds undisturbed 
during the time they are sitting on their 
eggs and rearing their young. � ese birds 
include the Meadowlark, the Upland 
Sandpiper and Bobolink to mention 
a few. In addition the unmowed � elds 
provide cover for young animals like fawns 
who simply cannot get out of the way of 
mowers. So the Mass Audubon has come 
out with a great handbook for landowners 
to guide them in the best practices to 
promote wildlife and the health of their 
� elds. One of the prime recommendations 
is to not mow the � elds from May 15th 
to Aug 15th. For further reading, please 
go to: www.massaudubon.org/content/
download/19413/274073/� le/Best-
Management-Practices_Grasslands.pdf
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BY KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — In the midst 
of these already challenging 
times, the Pine Plains commu-
nity was heartbroken to learn 
that Danny Hegarty, 18, of Clin-
ton Corners, had passed away on 
Wednesday, March 25, following 
a grueling battle with the side ef-
fects of his leukemia treatments.

Those who had the privilege 
of meeting Danny will attest that 
it was rare to find him without 
a smile on his face. Envisioning 
grand plans for the world and 
ideas for making it a better place, 
he led a brief but remarkable life. 
Where most children would turn 
the television on to “Spongebob 
Squarepants,” Danny’s mother, 
Maria Hegarty, said her son 
watched the news; where most 
teenagers would be ready at a 
moment’s notice to exchange 
their devices for the latest ver-
sion, she said Danny hated mod-
ern technology. A unique young 
man through and through, Danny 
enjoyed football, followed the 
stock market and carried a deep 
appreciation for music.

“He was like an old soul in a 

young body,” she marveled.
Above all, she recalled Danny’s 

natural ability to find the fun in 
life and to make others happy, 
a quality that remained intact 
throughout his diagnosis and 
treatments.

“He was very unique,” Hegarty 
said. “There’s not one word I can 
pick to describe him: He’d enter 
a room and he’d light it up… He 
was so much fun and funny and 
even on a bad day, he would turn 
it all around because he was so 
hysterical and he always wanted 
people happy.”

A graduate of the Stissing 
Mountain Class of 2019, Danny’s 
kindness, humor and dedication 
to his studies will be remembered 
by his teachers and classmates. 
Even after he received his leu-
kemia diagnosis at the age of 15, 
he continued both his pursuit of 
living life to the fullest and his 
focus on his studies, even taking 
his schoolwork with him during 
his time in the hospital.

“He was a fighter in every 
sense of the word,” recalled 
Stissing Mountain Junior/Se-
nior High School Principal Tara 
Grieb. “Sadly, due to his illness, 
he missed much of his high 

school years. He joined us when 
he could.”

Though he was able to attend 
his junior prom, Danny’s health 
eventually made it difficult for 
him to keep up with the curricu-
lum and he was unable to gradu-
ate alongside his classmates. Yet 
his message about appreciating 
the little things in life and main-
taining a fighting spirit has stayed 
with Grieb.

“His spirit will always be with 
us while his presence will be sore-
ly missed,” she said.

Keeping a positive spirit 
throughout his ordeal, Danny 
went into remission in 2016 fol-
lowing a bone marrow transplant 
that he received, thanks to a bone 
marrow donation from his sister, 
Krystal. A staunch believer in ser-
vice to his country, Hegarty said 
her son’s Make A Wish was to 
meet President Donald Trump, 
a wish his family found a way to 
fulfill this past summer. However, 
the visit to the White House was 
cut short due to illness. Though 
Danny was deemed cancer-free, 
Hegarty explained that it was the 
treatments he endured that de-
stroyed his internal organs and 
caused him to become sick again.

Having never left her son’s 
side during the five years of his 
treatment, Hegarty recalled ev-
ery moment of the hell her son 
endured prior to his passing. 
Addressing his wound care and 
taking on the role of her son’s 
nurse and guardian angel dur-
ing his sickness, she recounted 
that, even with everything that 
was happening to him, Danny 
remained in good spirits and 
never cried.

In the adult intensive care unit 
section of the New York-Pres-
byterian Hospital in New York 
City, Danny was officially taken 
off life support on Wednesday, 
March 25.

Saying that her son has taught 
her much about life, Hegarty will 
always remember his love of life 
and his insistence on living ev-
ery day to the fullest and make 
as many people happy as possible.

“If he made one person a day 
in his life happy, that was his 
goal,” she said. “He never want-
ed anybody sad ever. He loved 
his life and he took advantage 
of his life every single day. The 
only thing he didn’t get to do is 
to thank everyone who helped 
him along the way.” 

Community mourns loss of Stissing student Danny Hegarty

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A graduate of the Stissing Mountain Class of ‘19, Danny Hegarty, 

18, of Clinton Corners, passed away on Wednesday, March 25, 

as a result of the side effects of his leukemia treatments.

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — With a few 
weeks left until the school district 
budget vote and Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) election, the Pine 
Plains BOE focused its discussion 
on school district business at its 
recent meeting on Wednesday, 
May 20.

Beginning at 7 p.m., the meet-
ing was held via video conference 
due to social distancing rules in 
the days of the coronavirus pan-
demic. With the exception of BOE 
President Chip Couse, all BOE 
members were present along with 
Superintendent of Schools Mar-
tin Handler; Assistant Superin-
tendent for Business and Finance 
Michael Goldbeck; Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Brian Timm; Director of Pupil 
Personnel Services Janine Bab-
cock; Seymour Smith Interme-
diate Learning Center Principal 
Julie Roberts; and Cold Spring 
Early Learning Center Principal 
Gian Starr. In Couse’s absence, 
BOE Vice President Anne Arent 
ran the meeting.

Under the administrators’ 
reports, the BOE reviewed end-
of-the-year plans and discussed 
arrangements for families and 
students to pick up their belong-
ings left in schools when the 
governor shut them down due to 
the pandemic. In lieu of gather-
ing in-person for the traditional 
moving up ceremonies, there has 
been talk about hosting a drive-by 
event for the fifth-graders at Sey-
mour Smith and a virtual bubble 
event for the first-graders at Cold 
Spring.

Handler then discussed what 
he believes is the biggest bar-
rier to virtual learning: internet 
access. As estimated in a survey 
conducted by Timm, Handler said 
roughly 10% of households in the 
district don’t have internet access 
or adequate access. Though the 

BOE reviews the end of the year, internet access, appointments

district has done a lot of copying 
of hard copy instructional materi-
als, Handler said it isn’t as effec-
tive as online learning.

“Particularly if we go to more 
synchronous online learning, the 
internet becomes a real critical 
thing,” Handler said. 

Though he recognized New 
York State Assemblymember Didi 
Barrett’s (D-106) help in trying 
to get the free internet access for 
students, Handler said this is still 
a work in progress. Additionally, 
he said the district is looking at 
what can be done to get internet 
to students who don’t have it. 

Based on what Director of 
Technology Richard Harlin has 
determined from reviewing all 
area internet providers located 
in the district, Handler said Veri-
zon will offer a WiFi hotspot free 
of charge and unlimited data for 
$40 a month, though he said this 
begs the question of who will pay 
for it. As a possible partial solu-
tion, Handler said Spectrum has 
a $15 a month plan for students 
on free and reduced lunch plans, 

though he noted that Spectrum 
doesn’t provide coverage for the 
entire school district. Meanwhile, 
T-Mobile will supply a WiFi 
hotspot and unlimited data for 
$20 a month, though the district 
would need to commit to the 
plan for one year. Handler said 
T-Mobile will send Harlin a trial 
phone to use in various locales 
in the districts to determine the 
provider’s reliability.

“We have three weeks to go 
in the school year,” Handler said. 
“We know we have some kids that 
are going to have to do credit re-
covery at the high school in order 
to stay on the graduation path, so 
they may be needing something 
this summer. 

“Summer school is a big ques-
tion mark,” he added. “We don’t 
even know if it’s going to be 
virtual, in-person or whatever. 
In any case, we’re doing… a lot 
of this planning for September 
because we know whether we’re 
100% virtual or partially virtual or 
whatever, we better have a plan 
in place to supply internet for all 

of our kids. It becomes an equity 
thing: no kid should be disadvan-
taged because they’re in a place 
where they can’t get internet or  
can’t afford internet.”

Handler said the BOE should 
think about whether it is willing, 
particularly for people who show 
financial need, to pick up all or 
part of the cost. Timm also re-
minded the BOE that along with 
providing students with internet 
access, it should consider moni-
toring how it’s being used.

The BOE then authorized 
the terms of a memorandum of 
agreement signed by Handler and 
the president of the Pine Plains 
Federation of Educators, Inc., 
dated Friday, May 15.

Next, the BOE appointed Re-
nee Shea as a typist for a 26-week 
probationary period at a rate of 
$18.57, starting Monday, June 1.

For the upcoming 2020 an-
nual meeting and election ballot 
count on Tuesday, June 9, the 

BOE appointed Linda Rosato 
as chairperson; Frank Nannetti, 
Patricia Nannetti, Rose Diaz, He-
lene Sellerberg, Debbie Demchuk, 
Jean Osofsky, Joan Taylor, Anne 
Noone and Abigail Audenino as 
vote tellers; and Patricia Audeni-
no, Laura Rafferty and Maria 
Hutman as vote tellers and volun-
teers. The board also authorized 
District Clerk Julia Tomaine to 
make any substitutes if necessary.

Moving forward with the fall 
coaching staff appointments for 
2020-21, the BOE appointed Rob 
Scott as head coach and Michael 
Cooper, Steve Huber, Travis 
MacDonald and Jeremy Weber 
as assistant coaches for the Pine 

Plains football team. For its boys 
soccer team, Steve Sandman was 
appointed head coach while Mar-
co Reyes was appointed modified 
coach; for its girls soccer team, 
James Wiley was appointed head 
coach while John Blackburn was 
appointed assistant coach. 

For the cross country team, 
Stephanie Rhoades was appoint-
ed head coach. For the volleyball 
team, Erin Doyle and Corrina 
Burton were appointed co-head 
coaches while Larry Strickland 
was appointed the modified 
coach. For the field hockey team, 
Deb Beam was appointed head 
coach while Kerri Seidel was ap-
pointed modified coach.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Common request
 5. Department in France
10. Fungi cells
14. Famed inventor
15. Hillsides
16. Cold wind
17. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
18. Resembling a doddering old 

woman
19. Geological periods
20. Assists
22. Comedienne Gasteyer
23. Jewish spiritual leader
24. English soccer club
27. Body art
30. No (Scottish)
31. Clumsy person
32. Swiss river
35. Belittled
37. Luxury car
38. Single sheet of glass in a window
39. Monetary units
40. Supervises fl ying
41. Indian term of respect
42. Breezed through
43. The bill in a restaurant
44. Flower cluster
45. Moved quickly
46. Shooters need to do it
47. High schoolers’ test
48. Split pulses
49. Salts
52. Breaking Bad actor __ Paul
55. Set ablaze
56. Semitic Sun god
60. Nervous system cells
61. Tourist destination Buenos __
63. A way to bind
64. Behave uncontrollably
65. Feels concern
66. Sportscaster Andrews
67. Subway dwellers
68. Astrological aspect
69. You may take one

CLUES DOWN
 1. Swedish rock group
 2. Serbian
 3. Away from wind
 4. Actor Oliver
 5. Helps little fi rms
 6. Intricately decorative
 7. American state
 8. Type of tumor
 9. Midway between east and southeast
10. On a line at right angles to a ship’s 

length
11. Fruit of the service tree
12. Grouch
13. Romanian city
21. Units of loudness
23. British Air Aces

25. Small amount
26. Hem’s partner
27. Turkic people
28. Member of the banana family
29. Liam Neeson franchise
32. Expressed pleasure
33. Inward-directed part of psyche
34. Insurgent
36. Unhappy
37. Gateway (Arabic)
38. Fundraising political group (abbr.)
40. Well-known
41. Satisfi es
43. ‘__ death do us part
44. Jailhouse informant
46. French river
47. A cotton fabric with a satiny fi nish
49. Drenches
50. Clouds
51. Companies need to make them

May 21 Solution

May 21 Solution

Sudoku
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52. Created from seaweed
53. One’s school: __ mater
54. A type of act
57. Member of Russian people
58. Neutralizes alkalis
59. Monetary unit
61. Play a role
62. Midway between south and 

southeast
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Town Board discusses Recreation Department  

move, zoning, solar field at Cary Institute

Also, Millprop I LLC is propos-
ing to convey a 4.36 acre parcel 
from their 108.8 acre parcel that 
will be merged with the 20.90 
acre parcel of Oak Summit. This 
was brought to the committee by 
Brian Houston, L.S. The commit-
tee felt the land assessor should 
be dispatched to check the prop-
erties against land cards, but the 
deal would enable a driveway 
to occur, which is pending. No 
public hearing would need to be 
called, agreed the board.

Finally, DeBonis talked about 
the solar field erected by YSG 
across the highway from and by 
the Cary Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies on Route 44. Originally 
in the proposal YSG, which is 
working with the Cary and sup-
plying Cary with energy, would 

build a berm, plant trees and hide 
the solar panels from view of the 
road. The initial tree plantings 
have yielded small trees thus far, 
and several of those have died. 
The panels are very visible from 
the road, and DeBonis and oth-
ers want this rectified. Further 
research will be conducted, and 
the Town Board will be in touch 
with both the Cary and YSG; the 
initial agreement for the panels 
and solar panel use covers a 20-
year time period, and it is not 
known how and/or when these 
panels will be removed or reach 
the end of their “life.” 

The meeting ended at about 
8:50 p.m. to allow for an attor-
ney-privileged meeting. The next 
meeting is expected to be held on 
Thursday, June 11.

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON —  Town 
Supervisor Gary Ciferri called a 
virtual Zoom meeting to order 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 
and roll call was called by Town 
Clerk Mary Alex. The Washing-
ton Town Board met virtually to 
follow social distancing rules in 
the days of the coronavirus pan-
demic, per the governor’s orders.

John Penny, the Dutchess 
County chair of the Complete 
Count Committee, spoke on 
the need for correct and inclu-
sive Census counts in regard to 
fulfilling community needs for 
grants, funding, aid and various 
programs. Incomplete counts can 
cost communities in many ways, 
but especially in acquiring fund-
ing and support for programs. 
Penny assured the public that 
information is not shared with 
other entities, and that the Census 
is completely confidential.

It was announced that the 
Town of Washington Recreation 
Department is now located in 
Town Hall rather than in Village 
Hall, where it has long resided. 

There were some department 
reports that were given to the 
town clerk and will be reflected in 
the official minutes of the meet-
ing, which will be posted on the 
town website at a later date.

An e-mail from resident Susan 
Nestle was read by Ciferri regard-
ing poor internet service in the 
area; there was a request to send 
the e-mail to the cable franchise 
and to Governor Andrew Cuo-

mo’s Task Force.
A COVID-19 update included 

information that the Highway 
Department and Transfer Station 
are considered essential services 
and the employees are working 
from their base locations.

The Town Hall is still closed 
to the public but town workers 
are providing services via phone, 
e-mail and are arranging licenses 
and permits to be picked up out-
side. Employees are working ro-
tating shifts in the office and are 
also working from home.

Ciferri noted that the reopen-
ing of the town of Washington 
will have a phase two: service 
and professional businesses, on 
or about June 1, with limited as-
signed staff and hours, and con-
tinued limited access to Town 
Hall.

Tax collection ends June 1, then 
the reconciliation with the county 
will occur.

Councilman Al DeBonis re-
ported on the May 5 meeting of 
the Planning and Zoning Boards. 
He said Millbrook Winery, Inc. 
is asking for a special permit to 
erect a temporary modular hous-
ing unit to house employees of 
the vineyard from April through 
November. The permit request 
needs to be filled in more com-
pletely and a few questions need 
to be answered but DeBonis said 
it will be temporary and will not 
be seen from the road.

Also, DeBonis reported on the 
Keller LLC-Michael DeBartolo 
line revision, which will convey 
two lots of 9.5 acres to DeBar-
tolo, who will combine 9.5 acres 

with two lots he already owns. 
The property is zoned in the R-5 
District.

DeBonis then reported on a 
sign issue. Global Self Storage re-
portedly has three signs erected 
on its property, but the sign law 
limits two. However, the council-
man said one sign is temporary 
and is there just for the business’ 
grand opening in June; it will be 
removed after that. A second sign 
is over-sized. The business said it 
is willing to re-size the sign to the 
proper dimensions; the third sign, 
which contains the business’ logo, 
will be allowed because when the 
grand opening sign is removed 
the sign with the logo will remain 
as one of the two allowable signs.

Resident Maryann Hegel asked 
for a wetlands permit to create a 
pond on the lower front corner of 
her property in an existing field 
that has been maintained and sur-
rounded with new tree plantings. 
The property is in the R-10 Zone. 
If the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) al-
lows it, the town is fine with it, 
agreed the board. A neighbor has 
a similar pond on their property.

Oak Summit Farm LLC and 
Millprop I LLC and Millprop 
III LLC are asking for lot line 
revisions. They are proposing to 
convey from the 93.33 acres of 
vacant land owned by the first 
party located on Altamont Road 
and Oak Summit Road a 24.55 
acre parcel that will be joined 
with lands of Millprop III LLC. 
Millprop III LLC has a 9.58 acre 
parcel that will become part and 
parcel of land of Millprop I LLC. 

Millbrook honors fallen heroes, despite pandemic

Reporter’s note

In a recent article in The 
Millerton News, the Mill-
brook Educational Foun-
dation (MEF) was men-
tioned for having donated 
200 $50 gift certificates to 
Millbrook Central School 
District students and their 
families.  

Marona’s Market was 
mentioned as one of the 
businesses from which 
the cards were purchased, 
but cards were also pur-
chased at Nooch’s Pub & 
Grill, Maura’s Kitchen, the 
Millbrook Deli and the 
Millbrook Diner. 

Representatives from 
MEF said they wanted to 
support several local busi-
nesses and wished they 
could have bought even 
more gift certificates. 

We regret the omission.

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — On a day 
over-cast and cool,  a small group 
of people gathered at the Village 
Green to pay tribute to those who 
gave their lives in the line of duty. 
Around noon, cars followed the 
five Millbrook firetrucks, beep-
ing their horns as they passed. 
It was not like other Memorial 
Day celebrations, COVID-19 had 
changed that, with Governor An-
drew Cuomo barring gatherings 
of more than 10. 

The flag flew at half-mast; 
there was no large crowd. In a 
short address, Washington town 
Supervisor Gary Ciferri men-
tioned the victims of the pandem-
ic as well as those of veterans lost. 

“This is normally a pretty big 
deal, but the main thought of Me-
morial Day remains and doesn’t 

diminish the service of those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice,” he 
said before the service. “As a com-
bat vet [of Vietnam] who came 
back unscathed, this is a special 
time to remember those who 
didn’t. We can’t forget those be-
hind the occasion.”

Mark Boissey, who is in the 
U.S. Naval Reserves and is cur-
rently seeking a commission as 
an officer in the Navy, related that 
he was away last year, and missed 
the Millbrook tributes. 

“Memorial Day is so impor-
tant, especially to those who 
have served,” he said. “It was 
heartbreaking to think that it 
wouldn’t be observed. In spite of 
the pandemic, we wanted some 
observance of the day.” 

He discussed it with close 
friend Jonathan Ialongo, an eight-
year veteran of the U.S. Air Force, 
and together they reached out to 

the community.
“This will be different, much 

smaller, and we want to main-
tain the social distancing and all, 
but we still need to honor and do 
whatever we can to pay tribute to 
those who sacrificed so much for 
us,” Ialongo agreed.

From left, Air Force 105 

Air Wing Division Former 

Tech Jeff Moseman; Naval 

Reserve  member Marc 

Boissey, who serves in a 

mobile combat unit known 

as the Seabees; Jonathan 

Ialongo, an eight-year vet-

eran of the U.S. Air Force 

who served two tours of 

duty in Afghanistan; and 

Washington town Super-

visor Gary Ciferri, also a 

Vietnam veteran.

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE
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Delays cost lives, let’s hope 

future actions save others

Some disturbing news was first reported in the The New York 
Times on Wednesday, May 20, based on a study from Colum-
bia University: If the U.S. had responded to the coronavirus 

pandemic just one week earlier, there’s a possibility that 36,000 lives 
could have been saved through early May. But because President 
Trump delayed putting social distancing measures into place in early 
March — waiting instead until March 15 — those many thousands of 
American lives were lost to the deadly virus. 

According to a report in The Washington Post, on March 8, only 
500 cases of COVID-19 had been reported in the U.S., making the 
respiratory disease seem like a far-distant worry from a distant 
land. But by the next Sunday, there were 2,000 confirmed cases in 
America, proving there was indeed cause for concern.

By March 15 the federal government had issued a warning 
against large public gatherings and was conducting health screen-
ings at airports, and many governors and mayors had declared 
states of emergency. But again, the week’s hesitation came at a price 
of those 36,000 American lives — about 40% of the fatalities 
reported to date, according to the study.

Those who conducted the study examined what would have 
happened if social distancing was instituted a week earlier, instead 
of in mid-March, when much of the country began staying home. 
The study ran for a seven-week period, until May 3. 

“… had these same control measures been implemented just one 
to two weeks earlier, a substantial number of cases and deaths 
could have been averted,” states the study, which examined 
transmission and death rates among individual counties to see how 
the virus spread and killed COVID-positive patients. 

Even more shocking, the study charges that if the U.S. had 
instituted social distancing yet one week earlier still, on March 1, an 
estimated 54,000 American lives would have been spared. As of 
presstime on Tuesday morning, May 26, the nationwide death toll 
was reported at 99,846, whispers away from a staggering 100,000.

So, what’s the takeaway? Could President Trump have shown 
more leadership? Could his administration have been more 
proactive in protecting U.S. lives? 

Yes, Trump banned travel from Europe relatively swiftly, on 
March 13, a very wise move. But then he spoke days later about us 
“relaxing,” sending mixed messages to the American public. His 
health advisors urged this country to wear face masks, yet he has 
stubbornly refrained from setting the example and doing so in pub-
lic (with one extremely brief, private, exception May 21 in Michi-
gan). He battled with governors about reopening states, and then 
stepped back to let them take the lead and reopen in phases (while 
speaking in support of those protesting — some armed — at state 
houses to reopen more quickly), only to change positions yet again. 
It’s been like watching a tennis match. 

It’s hard to say if the president is completely at fault here. Of 
course, hindsight is always 20/20. It would have been best if Trump 
acted immediately, no doubt. But he didn’t. To be fair, he did take 
action — eventually — but, as could have been predicted, he made 
it partisan, which always causes unnecessary delays and, in this 
case, cost many thousands of lives. That’s on him. 

But the Democrats aren’t without blame; they’ve been partisan, 
too. Their most recent $3 trillion coronavirus relief bill is trying to 
slip in some items completely unrelated to COVID-19 that have no 
business being included — including releasing dangerous criminals 
from prison; preventing the deportation of criminal illegal immi-
grants; and giving millions to fund arts and humanities. This is not 
the time to look at those important issues — this is the time to 
provide economic relief caused by the pandemic — period.

And speaking of Democrats, neither Governor Andrew 
Cuomo nor Mayor Bill de Blasio are completely faultless for 
failing to heed early warning signs of the virus, according to the 
report, which said they, also, dropped the ball. Like Trump, if 
those two leaders had ordered New Yorkers to social distance and 
self isolate one week earlier, the New York metro area alone 
would have been spared more than 17,000 deaths.

Cuomo acknowledged that “the facts keep changing” during this 
outbreak at his Thursday, May 21, press conference, making dealing 
with the virus difficult. That’s true, and no man is can predict the 
future — not Cuomo, not de Blasio, not even Trump. It’s what they 
do after events occur on which future generations will judge them.

The letters to the editor deadline is Monday, 10 a.m.

Amenia resident thankful for 

fellow resident’s helping hand

As a resident of Amenia for 96 
years, I would like to comment on 
the election of Edward DeLaPino 
as the 2019 Town of Amenia Resi-
dent of the Year, a well deserved 
award.

He is a resident of one of the 
buildings on East Main Street and 
looks after that property in the 
absence of its owner.

The properties on this block 
have a right of way in the rear, 
which borders my property. The 
right of way has several trees 
along the border of which are 
aged. In the past year, a couple 
have fallen on my property, which 
were in the right of way. I am as-
suming the Main Street owners 
are responsible, as they use the 
area. Two of the owners have 
made some effort to remove the 
rubbish from my property.

However, branches and tree 
trunks have remained for some 
time. Ed has taken it upon himself 
to remove large pieces of the trees 
in the right of way and assisted me 
in clearing my property, some at 
his personal expense and efforts 
to help in the clean up. I have ex-
pensed over $400 of my money 
and he has also contributed, in 
addition to his labor. It is a siz-
able project. 

Over the years I have found 

it difficult to tend to these prob-
lems, from sewage to broken 
fences. The fence was put up by 
myself due to the patrons of The 
Gut, which used to be a bar by my 
house, using my property as an 
exit rather than the Main Street 
exit. Even the county representa-
tive was forever reluctant to cor-
rect the sewage problem. 

Mr. Henry Barlow, a former 
town building inspector from 
years ago, had placed no parking 
signs in the right of way as a fire 
precaution. And over the years, 
due to a very good fire depart-
ment, fires in the buildings were 
promptly taken care of. When the 
old Lunch Box restaurant had a 
fire years ago, it was taken care 
of, and those signs saved the main 
portion of the town. 

At night, that area was full 
of parked cars. Mr. Barlow had 
placed no parking signs there, but 
the signs are now gone and the 
cars have returned. Ed has taken 
it upon himself to maintain this 
area behind Main Street.

I would also like to thank 
Larry Havens, Marvin Hill, Gene 
Handkey and Ed and Julia Spin-
ner for their helping me during 
the current crisis.

Harry J. Jenkins

Amenia

Newman makes a bid for 

Webutuck school board

I would like to introduce myself 
to residents of — and particularly 
to the parents of children in — the 
Webutuck Central School District. 

I am a candidate for the We-
butuck Board of Education, and 
I would like to tell you all why I 
am running for this position. The 
reason is simple, and although I 
know it has been said many times 
before: Our children are our future. 
Nothing is more important than 
providing our children with the 
best education possible. I believe 
that we have the resources to do 
just that, and I will be dedicated to 
that goal. 

My family and I first came to 
Millerton in 2007. We moved here 
because we love this community. I 
am running for this office because 
it is one way, I hope, to help our 
area prosper. 

To be honest, I do not know a lot 
about how the school functions. I 
have never served on a school board 
before. But I am a quick study, and, 
during a 40-year career in law and 
finance, I have dealt with many 
complicated — seemingly intracta-

ble — problems. So many problems 
can be solved by people of good 
will using analytic tools. Over the 
course of a three-year term on the 
Board of Education, I hope to listen, 
to learn, to assist the administration 
as I can, and to contribute to the 
success of the school system. 

These are challenging times. 
Often, fresh eyes on a situation 
provide fresh insights. The coming 
years will not be easy for any of us, 
and particularly not for our teach-
ers and our children. I am hopeful 
that I can be a part of ensuring their 
success. 

Given the pandemic, the June 
9th school board election will be 
held by absentee ballot. Residents 
who have voted in previous elec-
tions will receive a ballot in the 
mail.  If you have never voted in 
a Webutuck School election, you 
need to contact Tracy Trotta at tra-
cy.trotter@webutuck.org to request 
a ballot. All you need to provide to 
Tracy is your name and address.

Jay Newman 

Millerton

Uniting to help feed Hudson 

Valley veterans during COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought unprecedented challeng-
es for all Americans, including 
residents in Hudson Valley, New 
York. As a result, the demand for 
food assistance has increased at 
an extraordinary rate.

While food insecurity — which 
is defined as the lack of access to 
enough nutritionally adequate 
foods to live an active and healthy 
life — is a serious issue impact-
ing millions of Americans, it is 
particularly concerning for our 
nation’s service men and women.

Given this critical need, Hu-
mana, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) and offices within 
the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) — including the VA 
Secretary’s Center for Strategic 
Partnerships,  Voluntary Service 
Office and Homeless Programs 
office — are mobilizing donors 
and volunteers for the “Uniting 
to Combat Hunger” campaign 
in an effort to help food inse-
cure veterans and their families 
through this pandemic. By do-
nating directly to VA medical 
centers across the country, we 
are able to take a targeted ap-

proach to assist our nation’s 
service men and women and 
ensure donations go directly to 
those who are experiencing food 
insecurity or are at risk of food 
insecurity, whether it’s providing 
food, gift cards to local grocery 
stores or even basic supplies they 
need to help them during this 
difficult time.

While our team’s efforts have 
helped to provide more than 
200,000 meals thus far, we in-
vite citizens and organizations to 
join us in this mission by visiting 
www.vfw.org/utch and making 
a monetary donation to a VA 
medical center near you, such as 
VA Hudson Valley Health Care 
System. Every donation will go a 
long way to help veterans in need.

Now more than ever, it’s im-
portant we don’t take anything 
for granted — including access 
to food. Let’s work together to 
ensure no one goes hungry and 
honor the service and sacrifice 
of our veterans and their families.

 William J. “Doc” Schmitz, 

Commander-in-Chief of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Corning, N.Y.

A VIEW FROM 

THE EDGE   
Peter Riva

Group think & 

then take action

Both business and societies 
need to move away from 
individual thinking, plan-

ning and control toward group 
think, supply and action. If for 
no other reason, the COVID-19 
pandemic and the new ones that 
will surely be playing out over 
the next years, we have learned 
that, as individuals, as stand alone 
hospitals and as unique govern-
ments, we cannot tackle global 
issues alone. Only by combining 
group intelligence, strategy and 
control can we overcome these 
global threats to our way of life.

It doesn’t matter if you’re 
American when a pandemic lands 
on our shores — individualism 
will not, by itself, thwart the dan-
ger. In fact, individualism can 
only make matters worse, forsak-
ing a broad discovery and innova-
tion resource available globally. 
Edward de Bono, the eminent 
philosopher and psychologist 
who advocated teaching think-
ing in school, created a problem 
solving ethic called “lateral think-
ing” — putting aside your indi-
vidual tried-and-tested thought 
process and emulating a sideways 
or completely unnatural thinking 
parameter to arrive at clarity and 
hopefully a successful result. Part 
of America’s problem — especial-
ly this administration’s problems 
— in combating COVID-19 has 
been a linear thinking model, one 
where you double down on what 
you planned to do instead of seek-
ing out alternatives, cooperation 
with others and arriving at a more 
successful result.

The military has a rigid com-
mand structure, yet if you exam-
ine their warfare methodology 
carefully, it is always dependent 
on group think: a collection of 
in-the-field reports and assess-
ment that are coalesced into a 
broader picture of the battlefield 
completely deviating from a dic-
tatorial command structure. One 
of the reasons our military is so 
successful is precisely because we 
endow the individual soldier with 
autonomy in battle and, taking re-
ports from that soldier, the higher 
command can form a battle plan 
that can properly assess the needs 
of the war. It is like computer data 
input. The more data you put in 
the computer for calculation, 
the more likely the accuracy of 
the readout. Without that group 
think, errors are more likely to be 
catastrophic.

In business, group decision by 
committee ruins everything when 
it is applied as a safety measure, 
often being understood as reduc-
ing risk. Decision by committee is 
not group think, it is group deci-
sion, which is not the same thing 
as it increases risk of producing 
lowest-common-denominator 
products that quickly fail. If a 
company wants to assess the via-
bility of a new product, they need 
to widen the assessment of that 
product — good and bad — and 
then allow the command struc-
ture uninterrupted individualistic 
decision making.

In the cause for fighting the en-
vironmental, all too often people 
turn to decision by committee in-
stead of group think. Result? Half-
measures and wasted resources 
(money and people). A perfect ex-
ample on how to achieve change 
is the Chipko Movement. As a 
group, these women and moth-
ers in Indian villages agreed on 
a common purpose: To stop de-
forestation. Why? Because when 
the hillsides were clear cut, the 
rains came, washed down floods 
of mud and killed their children. 
They group thought past lobbying 
the government, past protesting 
the logging companies and, like 
Edward de Bono, thought later-
ally and simply realized to go to 
the beginning: protect the trees. 
They were the first tree huggers 
(literally).

If, in California, the people 
who wanted to protect the Spot-
ted Owl had thought laterally, 
they could have realized the prob-
lem was the commercial (wages 
and jobs) need from logging. 
Instead of stopping logging and 
putting thousands out of work, 
if they had applied to retrain and 
create new industries for the log-
gers, a lasting compromise could 
have been found. In fact, the log-
gers would have had a better 
future with wood industry jobs 
instead of shipping the raw logs 
to Japan and overseas. But they 
all didn’t group think, the owl 
saviors listened to and followed 
a strident voice who turned on the 
tried and tested protest/lobby/
legislation method and the forest 
was “saved.” Hardly.

America is the land of the indi-
vidual, but without the ability to 
call on the resources of the many 
and the collective value of group 
think, the individualist decision 
maker will stray from a better 
future. Henry Ford knew this 
when he gathered GNP data and 
analyzed groups of American’s 
desires — the result? Doubling 
the wages of his workers’ day 
rate. What were they going to 
buy? Model Ts.

Fighting pandemics and emer-
gencies is like that. Group think, 
group assessment has to be the 
first step to a successful plan go-
ing forward. It is, in a sense, what 
our Constitution demands: De-
liberative bodies that come to a 
conclusion based on Congress’ 
group think. Until that process 
is restored, away from petty dic-
tators making poor, often irra-
tional, decisions and pretending 
these are the will of the people, 
we cannot right the ship, nor 
be better prepared for the next 
emergency coming our way.

Peter Riva, a former resident of 
Amenia Union, now lives in New 
Mexico.

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the 
grass under the trees on a summer's day, listening 
to the murmur of water, or watching the clouds � oat 
across the blue sky, is by no means a waste of time.”

John Lubbock, The Use Of Life
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Thank you to all who have contributed and become members. 
Your response has heartened us in continuing our mission to 
serve our communities, as published every week in The Lakeville 
Journal and Millerton News: Our goal is to report the news of our 
communities accurately and fairly, fostering democracy and an 
atmosphere of open communication.

No matter what level you choose for your donation, what you will 
get is continued coverage of town government and other events 
in the Tri-state region. And of course, our gratitude – but no other 
tangible benefits. Contributions are not tax deductible, as the 
company is not a nonprofit 501(c)3 at this time.

Checks may be made out to The Lakeville Journal Co. LLC,  
and mailed to P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039.  
If you would like to use a credit card, please go to  
www.tricornernews.com/membership.

Call or email us with questions at 860-435-9873  
and by email at publisher@lakevillejournal.com  

and cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com.

The Lakeville Journal Company
The Lakeville Journal • The Millerton News • TriCornerNews.com

Membership model

B.METCALF 
PAVING

860-435-1205 
bmetcalfasphalt.com

Your driveway didn’t do anything wrong...it just got old and broken!  You’re not guilty of 
anything, it’s just that time has taken its toll.  Turn to Ben Metcalf to give it a reprieve with 
a new, beautiful, smooth driveway in its place.  And pardon us if we’re having a little fun!

Lakeville, Connecticut  •  860-435-0578

importance of the occasion.
“Generations of brave men 

and women have protected this 
great nation, far too many of 
whom made the supreme sac-
rifice in defense of our coun-
try,” he stated last week when 
the convoy was announced. 
“Just because we are physically 
distancing ourselves from one 
another during these strange 
times, doesn’t mean we can’t 
honor these courageous ser-
vicemembers who died to keep 
America safe. Nothing will stop 
us from honoring their legacies 
this Memorial Day.”

On the 25th, wreaths were 

laid at the Dutchess County War 
Memorial, and vehicles driven 
by Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
deputies in the convoy were 
decorated by local artist Leah 
Eddington for the occasion. 

Residents were asked to re-
frain from gathering in large 
group settings to watch the con-
voy. Instead, to show support, 
they were encouraged to hang 
American flags along the route, 
posted on the county website 
at www.dutchessny.gov, and 
children were encouraged to 
display paintings and drawings 
of flags in their windows or on 
their driveways.

cline,” the governor said. “Com-
pare with the rest of the nation 
where you still see the rest of the 
nation’s curve going up. So it is 
working. And what are we do-
ing? It is the social acceptance 
and culture of being New York 
tough, which is smart, smart. 
Smart is get the test. Smart is 
protect yourself. Smart is risk, 
reward. Don’t put yourself in a 
situation where it’s not worth it.”

Two weeks ago, Cuomo ap-
proved the reopening of other 
regions in the state, including 
Western New York, Central 
New York, the North Country, 
the Finger Lakes, the Southern 
Tier and the Mohawk Valley Re-
gions. 

The Mid-Hudson Valley Re-

gion includes Ulster, Dutchess, 
Sullivan, Orange, Putnam, Rock-
land and Westchester Counties.

The Capital Region is defined 
as Albany, Columbia, Greene, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenect-
ady, Warren and Washington 
Counties. 

Local towns in Columbia 
County include Ancram, An-
cramdale, Copake, Copake Falls, 
Craryville, Elizaville and Hills-
dale.

Long Island is expected to re-
open Wednesday, if it meets all 
the metrics. 

New York City remains the 
last region in the state to reopen.

It was meeting the seventh 
metric that had delayed the Cap-
ital Region’s reopening, as well 

as stymied the Mid-Hudson Re-
gion — the hiring and training of 
contact tracers. 

Cuomo appointed former 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg to put together “an 
army” of contact tracers to iden-
tify all New Yorkers who have 
been in close contact with CO-
VID-positive patients, to then be 
tested and potentially quaran-
tined to prevent further spread 
of the disease.

Earlier this month, Colum-
bia County Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Matt Murell 
addressed the essential work-
ers who have been manning the 
frontlines while non-essential 
businesses have remained closed 
in the state. Murell acknowl-
edged how difficult it’s been 
— and anticipated his county’s 
economy reopening.

“We thank them for every-
thing they do in the face of this 
terrible virus,” he said. “We all 
look forward to the day when 
our everyday lives return to 
what we think of as normal.”

Molinaro, too, said he is excit-
ed to get Dutchess County back 
to business, and on the 23rd he 
thanked all county residents for 
doing their part to move toward 
reopening, adding they can’t let 
up on taking preventative mea-
sures.

“We now begin a new chap-
ter,” stated the county execu-
tive. “The work we all do go-
ing forward will determine our 
course forward. Businesses will 
be slowly reopening with strict 

health and safety plans in place 
that must be followed. Public 
health teams will be watching all 
of the data closely to protect our 
community health. Individuals 
must maintain their vigilance in 
protecting themselves and their 
families — wear face coverings 
when going out, maintain social 
distancing and wash your hands. 
Continuing to make smart 
choices will protect our com-
munity.”

North East town Supervi-
sor Chris Kennan addressed the 
governor’s decision to reopen 
the Mid Hudson Valley Region 
in an email sent out on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 25.

“There is some important 
news,” he wrote, “Good and bad.  
The bad news is that this horren-
dous COVID-19 pandemic is still 
very much with us, and will be, 
to a greater or lesser degree, for 
a long time. The good news? We 
were just notified by Dutchess 
County Executive Marc Mo-
linaro that we [Dutchess County 
and six surrounding counties] 
will begin phase one of reopen-
ing our economy this coming 
Tuesday, May 26. YAY!! 

“For a community which 
has been lumped in with more 
densely populated parts of this 
county, and of other counties, 
this is welcome news,” Kennan 
added. “For businesses which 
have remained shuttered for 
over two months, this is such 
welcome news. For all of you 
who have been helping oth-
ers, making masks, making and 

the public’s health.”
Not all tests are alike

Sharon Hospital, said Hirko, “is 
the only hospital in the Nuvance 
Health system offering the anti-
body test,” which aids physicians in 
determining who may be eligible 
to donate a part of their blood, 
called convalescent plasma, which 
may serve as a possible treatment 
for those who are most seriously 
ill from the virus. 

Although a number of com-
mercially manufactured antibody 
tests that check for the coronavi-
rus are available through health-
care providers and commercial 
laboratories, Hirko said Sharon 
Hospital  is “using the test that 
received FDA approval,” as are 
other hospitals.

The test requires a blood draw, 
as opposed to other methods that 
may use a sample of blood taken 
from a finger prick or a swab 
test. There are hundreds of anti-
body tests out there that you can 

order online, Hirko cautioned, 
“but it is unknown as to the FDA 
approval status of the myriad of 
testing equipment available on 
the internet.” 

As Connecticut and New 
York navigate their initial phase 
of reopening businesses, and in 
response to individuals and em-
ployers who see antibody test-
ing as part of reentry into soci-
ety, several statewide urgent care 
clinics have reported they are also 
offering antibody testing. 

False sense of security

Hirko said that unlike the na-
sopharyngeal tests used to diag-
nose COVID-19, antibody tests at 
Sharon Hospital are not free of 
charge and might not be covered 
by insurance. A prescription is re-
quired; the patient must not have 
symptoms of the virus or if they 
suspect they have been exposed to 
the virus, they must wait 10 days 
before testing. 

The Sharon Hospital presi-

dent cautioned that while the 
antibody tests seem to be more 
reliable than the viral diagnostic 
tests, the hospital does not want 
to give people a false sense of se-
curity should they test positive 
for antibodies. 

“Nasal swabs have been very 
accurate. The Abbott rapid stud-
ies have a 12% to 48% false nega-
tive rate, which is not good, and 
this study [of the antibodies] is a 
lot more accurate — in the 90s 
and even higher,” said Hirko.

Sailors reinfected?

Even so, Hirko offered this ca-
veat, which he said is worrisome: 
The U.S. Navy has reported that 
five sailors from the virus-strick-
en USS Theodore Roosevelt who 
had recovered from COVID-19 
and received two negative test re-
sults, recently tested positive for 
a second coronavirus infection. 

That brings the total of report-
ed reinfected crew members to 13, 
according to the Navy. It remains 

unclear whether the tests were 
faulty, or if the sailors were re-
infected aboard the ship, docked 
in Guam.

In a statement, the Food and 
Drug Administration said that, 
“At this time, it is unknown for 
how long antibodies persist fol-
lowing infection and if the pres-
ence of antibodies confers protec-
tive immunity.” 

The hope is that ultimately the 
test will aid researchers in better 
understanding how widespread 
the coronavirus is.

It is unlikely, said Hirko, that 
scientific research on  antibodies 
will become available for at least 
one year to 18 months. 

“Right now, we are four 
months in with a brand new vi-
rus,” said the hospital head. “It’s 
hard to fathom, we have so many 
things to figure out. We don’t 
know what the threshold is that 
would confer immunity. That is 
the great unknown.”

he had found such a collaborator 
in Open Door Family Medical 
Center. 

Davis proposed the idea to the 
BOE this past September, which 
shared Castellani’s enthusiasm 
at the prospect of being able 
to offer immediate, accessible 
healthcare to students. The BOE 
encouraged Davis to return with 
a proposal. He did so in October, 
offering options for Open Door 
as the district’s healthcare col-
laborator. Davis, Castellani and 
Webutuck Business Administra-
tor Robert Farrier then secured 
Open Door as the healthcare 
provider of the district’s pro-
posed in-school based health 
center.

Between January and March, 
the school district met with State 
Assemblymember Didi Bar-
rett (D-106), State Senator Sue 
Serino (R-41), U.S. Rep. Antonio 
Delgado (NY D-19) and Dutchess 
County Legislator Gregg Pul-
ver (R-19) in an effort to garner 
support for the proposal. These 
meetings would later lead the 
district to reach out to the Berk-

shire Taconic Community Foun-
dation in Sheffield, Mass., and 
then to the Foundation for Com-
munity Health.

With the district’s permission 
to move forward in applying for 
a grant, Webutuck Director of 
Student Services/Curriculum 
and Instruction Jennifer Eraca 
said she, Davis and Farrier com-
pleted a nearly 25-page grant 
application and submitted it to 
the Foundation for Community 
Health on Wednesday, April 15. 
She explained that the grant 
will allow for the construction 
and space modification for the 
health center’s footprint on the 
Webutuck campus, which will 
meet the requirements set forth 
by the New York State Educa-
tion Department (NYSED) and 
the New York State Department 
of Health. 

By Monday, May 4, the Foun-
dation for Community Health 
awarded Webutuck a $100,000 
grant at its Board of Directors 
meeting; it notified the school 
district on Wednesday, May 6.

Eraca shared the news about 

the grant with the BOE at its vir-
tual meeting on Monday, May 
11. Overjoyed, she said she’s now 
working on thank you notes to 
send out to the district’s support-
ers.

“It’s exciting and it’s a game 
changer for the district,” Eraca 
said.

Farrier announced that We-
butuck has engaged CPL: Archi-
tecture – Engineering – Planning 
from Newburgh, to develop blue-
prints and specifications accord-
ing to what Open Door Family 
Medical Center has seen at other 
in-school based health clinics 
in addition to the requirements 
from NYSED. At this time, Far-

rier said the blueprints are be-
ing developed and will be sent to 
NYSED for approval.

Thanking the Foundation for 
Community Health for the grant, 
Castellani remarked on a later 
date that the foundation’s grant 
to Webutuck “is something that 
is going to pay huge dividends 
for students in our community 
in regards to both physical and 
mental health.

“This would be a difficult en-
deavor without their support,” 
Castellani added. “I would like to 
thank Nurse Charlie, Dr. Eraca 
and Mr. Farrier for their hard 
work in getting that grant ap-
proved.”

serving and delivering food, 
working as first responders on 
the frontlines of health care, 
or serving our community and 
country in so many other ways, 
thank you! [But please don’t 
stop!] For all those who have pa-
tiently remained house-bound, 
or mostly house-bound, and 
who have been diligently wear-
ing masks in public and observ-
ing strict social distancing, this 
is welcome news.”

The town supervisor stressed 
that the region’s reopening does 
not mean residents should relax 
taking safety measures — there’s 
still a health crisis and people are 
still at risk of infection. He add-
ed that the North East/Miller-
ton community has been espe-
cially effective at staying healthy 
during the pandemic.

“[This] does not mean that 
we should stop being vigilant 
about our own health, the health 
of those we love and the health 
of our friends and neighbors,” 
he stated. “It is not a reason to 
stop wearing masks in public. 
And we need to continue to 
practice social distancing, as it is 
these practices that have helped 
our North East community 
have the lowest recorded rate 
of COVID-19 infection in all of 
Dutchess County.”

Back on Wednesday, May 
20, during his online COV-
ID-19 Town Hall, Molinaro said 
Dutchess County had met all of 
the governor’s metrics to reopen 
— though not all counties in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley Region had 
done the same, as required for 
an entire region to reopen. 

According to Molinaro’s of-
fice, one “impediment” to the 
region’s approval to reopen was 
the change made to the require-
ment for contact tracers.   

“While Dutchess County 
meets the state-mandated met-
ric of 30 contact tracers per 
100,000 population, with more 
than 90 contact tracers; the 
Mid-Hudson Regional Control 
Room announced yesterday the 
number of contract tracers for 
the region would now be based 
on infection rate, rather than 
population — and more than 
1,800 contact tracers are  needed 
region-wide. Dutchess County’s 
required number of contact 
tracers is now 250.”

At the time, Molinaro’s office 

said the county was bringing 
more contact tracer volunteers 
on board, which it did this past 
weekend. 

As of presstime on Tues-
day, May 26, more than 26,933 
Dutchess County residents had 
been tested for COVID-19, with 
3,825 testing positive and 138 
county-wide deaths reported; 
2,128 Dutchess County residents 
have recovered from the coro-
navirus. The statewide total of 
COVID-positive patients was 
nearly 360,000 as of the 26th, 
with 23,282 deaths reported.

Following the latest guidance 
from Empire State Develop-
ment, Molinaro stated that many 
Dutchess County businesses and 
low-risk activities are now per-
mitted to resume, including:

• Socially distant religious 
services with 10 or fewer wor-
shipers or in-vehicle services 
held at drive-in theaters or park-
ing lots;

• Municipal libraries; 
• Retail businesses (delivery 

and curb-side pick-up only);
• Single student horseback 

riding;
• Hunting and fishing clubs; 
• Acupuncture, when pre-

scribed by a medical profes-
sional;

• Pet grooming to ensure the 
health and well-being of the ani-
mal;

• Auto maintenance;
• Landscaping, gardening and  

horticulture; 
• Low-risk, outdoor activities 

including tennis, non-motor-
ized boat use and rentals;

• Golf and driving ranges, ex-
cept miniature golf; 

• Drive-in movie theaters. 
After phase one of reopening 

is complete in a given region, the 
governor said he plans to wait at 
least two weeks before proceed-
ing to phase two of reopening in 
that region, and may delay the 
next phase even longer if the 
area sees an uptick in infection 
rates.

Phase two of reopening in-
cludes: Administrative support, 
professional services, real estate 
and retail.

Phase three of reopening in-
cludes: Restaurants and food 
services.

Phase four of reopening in-
cludes: Arts, education, enter-
tainment and recreation.
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A Transcendent 
Sense of Light, 
At Ober Gallery

ART: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

TELEVISION: NF AMBERY

ART FILMS: KAITLIN LYLE

A Little Horror To Brighten  
Up Your COVID-19 Crisis

Intimate Talks With Artists, Directors

A show of work by 
Lakeville, Conn., 
artist Karen Le

Sage opens on Friday, 
May 29, at the Ober  
Gallery in Kent Barns, 6 
North Main St. in Kent, 
Conn.

LeSage has a devoted 
following; her last show 
at the gallery sold out.

Ober said he antici
pates a similarly strong 
response to this new 
show, which will have 
about a dozen canvases. 
Some continue LeSage’s 
study of color fields; 
others expand to include 
more nature imagery, 
with trees, landscapes. 

All the paintings, 
though, “are about light 
and have this transcen
dent Rothkolike quality,” 
Ober said. 

This is the seventh 
solo show of LeSage’s 
work at the gallery.

“I’m interested in 
three areas of work, for 
the most part,” Ober said. 
“Russian art; young up
andcoming artists from, 
for example, Brooklyn; 
and local artists that I 
believe in.”

Ober first saw Le
Sage’s work when it was 
at an early stage, in a 
small exhibit in Salis
bury. 

“She has a vision,” he 
said. In those early days 
it hadn’t quite come 
together but, “I knew it 
would come into being 
— and it did. She has be
come the most import
ant artist at Ober Gallery. 
Her work generates an 
excitement I have never 
seen, which makes her 
exhibits truly fun.”

LeSage is a Con
necticut native who has 
lived/worked/studied 

in Boston and then New 
York City. 

“I eventually began 
spending weekends in 
Litchfield County,” she 
said. “When I moved 
here fulltime, painting 
took over.”

The landscape here 
inspires her, especially 
the Berkshire mountains.  

“They provide color 
displays that change by 
the season, the day, the 
hour,” she said.

“I am consistent
ly pulled toward full 
abstraction, but am 
intrigued by walking 
the line between worlds. 
I consider myself a 
minimalist landscape 
painter with expression
ist elements. In art and 
in life, I discover a quiet 
power when I eliminate 
the nonessential.”

As she has become 
more confident (and 
successful) as an artist, 
she said that her process 
remains largely un
changed.

“No matter how much 
attention the work gets, 
my day is basically the 
same: Get up and go to 
the studio. 

“But now I get to use 
better paints.”

Inperson visits can 
be made to the gallery on 
Fridays from 1 to 4 p.m., 
Saturdays from noon 
to 5 p.m. and Sundays 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Social 
distancing recommen
dations will be observed. 
Private viewings are by 
appointment; contact 
Ober at 8604881963 or 
obergallery@gmail.com. 

A video virtualtour of 
the exhibit and a de
tailed PDF of all the work 
is also available upon 
request.

Let’s face it, this is a 
terrifying time: We 
are living in quar

antine and trying to avoid 
infection from a potentially 
fatal disease.

Counterintuitively, this 
might be the perfect time to 
check out two horror offer
ings from Netflix.

Some psychologists be
lieve that watching horror 
can soothe viewers. There 
are many theories as to why, 
but one seems to be that 
watching terrifying events 
onscreen assures us that 
we’re not alone, and helps 
us to externalize our inner 
fears.

‘YOU’ BRINGS  
HORROR AND LOVE
“You,” a series now being 

offered exclusively on Net
flix is … well, it’s  a romantic 
tale about a serial killer. 

Actor Penn Badgley plays 
Joe Goldberg, who finds a 
new woman to obsess over 
each season and woe to 
anyone who gets in they 
way of his romantic pur
suits. Think of it as “Dexter” 
meets “The Philadelphia 
Story.” 

Joe is a New York book
store owner who we come 
to sympathize with thanks 
to flashbacks to his child
hood traumas and his own 
interior monologues. It also 
helps that his victims are 
pretty loathsome. 

And, frankly, his uncon
ditional commitment to the 
objects of his affection is 
endearing. 

As you might expect, 
these are not traditional love 
stories — although critics of 
the show have said Joe is a 
traditionally manipulative 
narcissist and that the series 
is just a Bluebeard tale of 
cruelty and misogyny updat
ed for the 21st century. 

I think it’s better than 
that, with layers of com
plexity added in alongside 
references to film classics 
(notably “The Philadelphia 
Story” — a clip from the 
film is even added in to one 
episode in season two).

May 28-June 3, 2020
COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Events

At The 
Movies

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

FOR THOSE WHO WANT AMAZING
www.playeatdrink.com

BAD BOYS 
FOR LIFE

DOLITTLE

10:15
PM

8:30
PM

FRI
MAY 29TH

AND

THUR
JUNE 4TH

4957 Rt. 22 Amenia, NY

SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT

COVID-19 RULES
BUY TICKETS ONLINE

WEAR MASKS & GLOVES
ORDER FOOD ONLINE

KEEP 6FT. DISTANCE 
FOR RESTROOMS
STAY IN VEHICLE

So where’s the horror? 
Well, try this. In season 
two, Joe is on the run from 
a revengeseeking exgirl
friend named Candace. He 
takes on a new identity that 
leads him to L.A., where he 
kidnaps a man named Will 
Bettelheim and assumes his 
identity. (Implausibly, Will is 
kept alive in a glass cage in a 
storage unit.)

Trouble is, the real Will 
owes some bad men a lot 
of money.Complications 
ensue. Joe does good things 
(such as defending his 
neighbor’s increasingly 
imperiled young sister). 
He  falls in love with a chef/
heiress named Love Quinn 
(played with starmaking 
intensity by Victoria Pe
dretti from “The Haunting 
of Hill House”). There is a 
pinkychopping Mafioso. 
The gore factor rises, with 
appendages being taken 
hostage and body parts 
being fed through a meat 
grinder.

Strong, grounded perfor
mances make season two’s 
increasingly outrageous plot 
twists credible. 

‘I AM NOT OKAY  
WITH THIS’

Elsewhere on Netflix, 
17yearold Syd Novak is 
suffering from the usual 
adolescent woes: acne, 
unrequited love, crazy hor
mones. 

One thing that sets her 
apart from her high school 

peers: She is learning to de
stroy and kill with her mind. 

“I Am Not Okay with 
This” is a “Carrie”like dra
ma released in late Febru
ary on Netflix. It is based 
on a 2018 graphic novel by 
Charles Forsman (who was 
the creator of “The End of 
the F***ing World,” which 
was also made into a televi
sion series).

Syd (played by Sophia 
Lillis) is a selfdescribed 
“boring, 17yearold white 
girl” who is in love with 
her best friend, Dina (Sofia 
Bryant). Unfortunately, 
Dina is dating golden boy 
Bradley Lewis (Richard 
Ellis). Eccentric neighbor 
Stanley Barber (Wyatt Oleff) 
is enlisted both as a hetero
sexual foil to match Dina’s 
dating and later as a hapless 
but charming mentor to Syd 
and the budding super
powers she has to learn to 
control.

Syd’s telekinesis is con
nected with rage and desire. 
There is also a mysterious 
presence that follows Syd, 
and that fades into black 
mist when anyone tries to 
look at it.

The producers of the 
Netflix hit “Stranger Things” 
were on board in the cre
ation of this series, which 
will interest comic book 
fans with its superhero 
origin story; and which will 
appeal to film fans through 
rich cinematic moments 

that borrow from  teen clas
sics such as “Pretty in Pink,” 
“Heathers,” “The Breakfast 
Club” and, of course, “Car
rie.”

The narrative is com
pelling; the characters 
are welldeveloped and 
are played with strength, 
energy and commitment 
by the show’s young actors. 
The series also serves as a 
minireunion between Lillis 
and Oleff, who appeared in 
the horror films “It” and “It 
Chapter Two.” 

Mindbending scenes 
aside, the show is also about 
friendship and surviving 
bad times. In seven episodes 
that approach a halfhour 
each, one can easily watch 
the “I Am Not Okay with 
This” in one sitting.  It offers 
a brief but fruitful escape 
from the horrors of our 
outside world.

NF Ambery is an 
award-winning newspaper 
and magazine reporter 
published in Genre, The New 
London Day, The Register Cit-
izen, The Hartford Courant 
and New York Family (where 
he was an editor).

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

Sophia Lillis stars in the Netflix series “I Am Not Okay with This.”

The screens are dark, 
the doors are closed 
and there’s no pop

corn for now at The Movie
house in Millerton, N.Y., but 
owner and cofounder Carol 
Sadlon has been working 
hard to provide entertain
ment to her community, 
with “streaming” presen
tations of films, opera and 
more.

Now there are also inti
mate “Art Talks” hosted on
line by curator/consultant/
studio artist Tony Carretta.

In the first episode, on 

May 19, Carretta spoke with 
director Halina Dryshka 
after a screening of her film, 
“Beyond the Visible: Hilma 
Af Klint.”

In the second, on May 
26, Carretta and artist/
teacher Alexander Shundi 
discussed the film “Lucian 
Freud: A Self Portrait,” about 
the painter considered one 
of the greatest portraitists 
(albeit an unconventional 
one) of the 20th century.

Coming up on Tuesday, 
June 2, at 1 p.m. Carretta 
and Phil Grabsky will talk 

about  his film, “Leonardo: 
The Works,” about not just 
the genius of Da Vinci, but 
(especially) his art. 

Participants are asked 
to stream the film first (the 
cost is $12; a portion of the 
proceeds go to the theater 
if you link from The Movie
house website).

The following Tuesday, 
June 9, at 2 p.m., Carretta 
will talk to Canadian doc
umentary filmmaker Don 
Millar about his film“Bote
ro,” about the Colombian 
artist famed for his volup
tuous portraits. Viewers 
meet Fernando Botero and 
take a tour of his studio. 
Particularly fascinating is 
the tour his children get 
of 50yearold sketches 
by their father, found in a 
storage facility. Along the 
way there are family photos, 
colorful characters and a 
smattering of Pablo Picasso. 
Again, viewers are asked to 
stream the film beforehand. 

For the links and more 
information, go to www.
themoviehouse.net and click 
on the poster on the home 
page for the film/talk you’d 
like to see.
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ART: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

BAKING: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Mature but Hip and Refreshing Work at Kenise Barnes

Wild Hive Farm Flour Is Fresh, Local — and Available

A twoperson show of 
work by a painter 
from Canada and 

a sculptor from Boulder, 
Colo., will open on June 6 
at Kenise Barnes Fine Art, 7 
Fulling Lane in Kent, Conn.

Works by Julie Maren 
are from her Biophilia and 
Monsoon series. Described 
as “meandering wall sculp
tures,” they are threedimen
sional works that are joyful 
and delightful, with a smat
tering of nature in them. 

 Biophilia features acorn 
caps that have been glamor
ized with paint, glass, shards 
of minerals.  

“Each cap sits on a cop
per pin that is installed at a 
90 degree angel to the wall 

in varying depths that cre
ate clusters of biomorphic 
patterns suggesting organ
isms, and the exuberance of 
new life,” according to the 
artist’s statement. In the 
Monsoon series “individual 
elements hang away from 
the wall on pins, creating 
a poetic rain of color and 
texture.” 

Janna Watson, who lives 
and works in Toronto, Can
ada, paints on birch wood 
with thick and thin layers of 
pigment. 

“Her painting process 
ends with the addition 
of deliberate scribbles of 
buttery oil stick — excla
mation marks to finish her 
statement,” according to the 

description from the gallery. 
Kenise Barnes, who also 

has a gallery in Larchmont, 
N.Y., said, “We will open the 
twoperson show on June 6 
in the Kent gallery but there 
will be no public opening. 
We will allow visitors wear
ing masks into the gallery 
in the groups they arrive 
with; if it is a family group 
of two to five, for example, 
they may visit the gallery 
together.  

“Otherwise we will stag
ger visitors; art is always a 
notouch experience and I 
am the only staff member 
in the space so I feel confi
dent that I can make safe 
decisions for myself and our 
visitors.” 

Everyone is baking and 
that means there is no 
King Arthur flour to 

be found at any local stores 
or even at the King Arthur 
website.

But there’s plenty of flour 
at Wild Hive Farm Commu
nity Grain Project in Clinton 
Corners, N.Y., which has tons 
of it (literally).

“We have a grain bank 
with probably close to 40 
tons of grains,” said Wild 
Hive founder Don Lewis in a 
phone interview on Wednes
day, May 20. “We have a 
variety of wheats and rye 
and spelt and emmer.

“We’re not going to run 
out,” he promised.

Close readers will notice 

that Lewis said he has grain 
not flour; there is also of 
course flour, but it is not 
milled until, more or less, it 
is needed. 

All that grain was grown 
on the East Coast, from up
per New York state down to 
Pennsylvania. Lewis coordi
nates wheat growers across 
the region and aggregates 
their grains, then mills them 
and sells them. His biggest 
customer is four of the Eat
aly food/restaurant/bakery 
extravaganzas. 

Until COVID19, Lewis 
said, “75% of our sales were 
to restaurants and bakeries. 
That’s almost all gone now,” 
with the quarantine.

Wild Hive is now selling 

more to individual con
sumers, especially as home 
bakers begin seeking alter
natives to the commercial 
flour they can no longer 
find at grocery stores and 
online. Selling at retail, of 
course, is slightly more work 
than selling to commercial 
clients; there is more individ
ual packaging and it’s more 
complicated to organize 
deliveries and pickups.

It will be interesting to see 
what happens when Wild 
Hive’s commercial cus
tomers return, and have to 
compete for a finite supply 
of local grain with home 
bakers. Lewis feels confident 
that everyone can get what 
they need. He has plenty of 

grain in storage, and unless 
there is a bad weather event 
there will be more new grain 
that can be milled starting in 
September.

Weather is, of course, 
always a concern, for any 
agricultural product. When 
Lewis started Wild Hive 20 
years ago, he was hoping to 
work with grain farmers in 
a smaller geographic region. 
A century or more ago there 
were many grain farmers 
here, but by the year 2000 
there really were none. Lewis 
helped start the local grain 
movement in this part of the 
world — and then found he 
needed to expand out. 

“To be sustainable you 
have to be more regional,” 

he said. “That way if there’s a 
really wet year in one place 
you can still get grain from 
another place.”

The Wild Hive flours are 
much more expensive than 
the average commercial 
brands, but they are lively, 
protein rich and very fresh 
(1.5 pounds is about $10; 5 
pounds is about $22 to $26, 
depending on what kind of 
flour you order).

They are so fresh, in fact, 
that Lewis says you should 
use them up within three to 
five months ( freezing will 
add a couple months of life). 

There are many flours to 
choose from at the website. 
For the average bread baker, 
the best choice is probably 

the Hard Red Bread Flour 00, 
but if you call them they’ll 
advise you about what will 
work best for whatever you 
plan to bake. 

You might have noticed 
that there isn’t much yeast 
available at your grocery 
store either; Wild Hive has 
a very vigorous and mature 
sourdough starter that Lewis 
brought back from a recent 
visit to Estonia. There is also 
a dried yeast for $5 per bag. 

You can pay $11 to have 
your products  shipped, or 
you can pay a $1 processing 
fee and go to Clinton Cor
ners and pick it up yourself. 

To learn more, go to www.
wildhivefarm.com or call 845-
266-0660. 

Barnes represents 
primarily North American 
artists who are “midcareer 
or emerging,” she said. 

Watson is “a young Ca
nadian whose work gives a 
fresh voice to my program, 
which is heavy on American, 
especially Brooklyn, artists. 

“Both Watson and Maren 
are young and I felt that the 
work was mature but hip 
and refreshing,” she said.

The gallery’s hours 
are going to be Thursday 
through Saturday, from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 
from noon to 5 p.m. and by 
appointment; call  860-592-
0220 or go to the website 
at www.kbfa.com to learn 
more.

“Julietta,” above, is one of a series of wall 
sculptures by Julie Maren at Kenise Barnes Fine Art 
in Kent, Conn. This 36 x 36 x 6 inch work is made of 
acorn tops that are bedazzled with paint, crystal, 
glass, brass and more. The show opens on June 6.
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SPORTS

HELP WANTED
BUSY TRACTOR DEALERSHIP: 

looking for energetic, motivated 
and experienced small engine 
technician. Mechanical expe-
rience a must, but willing to 
complete training for the right 
individual. Full time job with 
competitive pay based on ex-
perience, excellent benefits and 
401k. Must be willing to work 
Saturdays. Clean drivers license 
a must. Please email resume to 
amyd@stantoneq.com.

HELP WANTED: CNA, Practical 
Nurse or Registered Nurse.
Please call 518-789-3636.

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/
SECRETARY FOR A GROW-
ING PHYSICIAN’S OFFICE: 2 
and 1/2 days per week which 
includes some evening hours 
and with occasional full-time 
to cover vacations, etc. Excel-
lent interpersonal and phone 
communication skills, good 
computer skills, copying, filing, 
some typing and other office 
tasks as needed. Send CV to: 
Goldman/Tripp Osteopathic 
Healthcare, 106 Upper Main 
St., Suite A, Sharon, CT 06069.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DAVID VALYOU-CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
renovations+repairs. Call or text 
917-538-1617 email davidvaly-
ou@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 

REAL ESTATE
:Fair Housing Act of 1966 re-

vised March 12, 1989 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color religion, sex, handicap 
or familial status or national 
origin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the State 
of Connecticut General Statutes 
46a-64c which prohibit the 
making, printing or publishing 
or causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, state-
ment or advertisement with 
respect to the sale or rental 
of a dwelling that indicates 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
creed, color, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, marital status, age, 
lawful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental dis-
ability or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

SHARON VILLAGE APART-
MENT: 2 bedroom, 1-1/2 baths, 
$1,000 a month + utilities. No 
smokers or animals. 860-364-
5814.

THREE-BEDROOM APART-
MENT IN LAKEVILLE: Close to 
Main Street. $1,220 per month, 
includes heat and hot water. 
Coin-op laundry on site. Large 
patio overlooking beautiful 
lake. Available now. NO PETS.

APARTMENTS
:Must be income qualified. For 

more information or to:ob-
tain an application, please 
call 860-435-0049 or send 
email to: tbroderick@ctreales-
tatemanagement.com. EQUAL 
H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

SOCIAL ISOLATION SAFE 
OFFICE SPACE: Gorgeous, 
light, quiet offices (2) Sharon. 
Shared kitchen, 2 bath/2 wait-
ing. Included: heat, electricity, 
cleaning, snow plow. @$700/
each. 888-445-3902.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate
Look for Tri-Corner Real Estate 
published in this weeks’ edition.

To view all the news and Classifieds from The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News each week, go to our website at www.tricornernews.com

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.
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Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

WOODLAND OASIS
1,820 sq.ft. • 10.35 acres • 4 BR • 2 BA • 1 Half BA  

SHARON, CT. Immaculate & light-filled Cape w/ 1st floor MBR Suite. 
LR w/ Vaulted Cathedral Ceiling & FP, wood floors & over-sized windows. 
Den, Mud-Room & Sun Porch. 
Web# EH4359        Colleen Vigeant                        $735,000

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

MILLERTON, 
NY S18-789-8800 

ARTIST HARPER BLANCHET
is looking to move his studio and 
living space from its present location 
at 107 Main Street in Falls Village to a 
new location in the Sharon, Salisbury, 

Millerton, Ancram area.
860.824.9904 • 845.750.8853

harperblanchet.com

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

An easy-to-live-in home set on 2+ acres, along a quiet town road; 
the location offers convenient access to multiple village amenities 
within a short drive. LAKEVILLE-3 bedrooms, 2 baths, open 
Kithen-dining, living room area with fireplace, outside terrace, 
attached garage, and central air. Offered at $399,000. 

A wonderful compound on 1.65 acres, set along a babbling 
brook. TWO living units:  A charming, quality main residence of 
3 bedrooms, 1300 SFTLA, living room with fireplace, and other 
amenities. Added to this is a 710 SFTLA, 2 BDRM guest house 
with kitchen and sitting room. Outside terraces, a raised garden, 
and a quiet location. Great construction is used throughout the 
house. OFFERED at $750,000. 

A GREAT WEEKEND/YEAR ROUND HOUSE: A LAKEVILLE COMPOUND:  

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

NEW YORK CITY — Rising to 
the challenge of creating opportu-
nities for artists to share and de-
velop their work with audiences 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
Mark DeGarmo Dance will be tak-
ing its Salon Performance Series 
online and broadcasting it via 
Zoom on Thursday, May 28 and 
Thursday, June 11.

Founded by internationally ac-
claimed choreographer and Pine 
Plains native Mark DeGarmo, 
Mark DeGarmo Dance began its 
Salon Performance Series in 2010 
with the intent of providing “an 
opportunity to view and engage 
with original performing arts and 
dance works-in-progress of guest 
artists,” according to a recent press 
release from the dance company. 
The series is typically held inside 
the Mark DeGarmo Dance Stu-
dio Theater 310 at The Clemente 
Center in New York City. Along 
with spotlighting diverse artists, 
performing arts and dance forms, 
this series also grants audiences 
an opportunity to engage in the 
development of these works-in-
progress via audience feedback 
sessions. 

This year’s virtual series will 
showcase performances featur-
ing Ilona Bito and Ara Fitzgerald 
on Thursday, May 28, and Callie 
Hatchett and José Rivera Jr. on 
Thursday, June 11. Both perfor-
mance dates start at 7 p.m., and 
will include an audience feedback 
session curated and facilitated by 
DeGarmo, who resides in both 
NYC and Ancram.

“We’re really excited about the 
opportunity to expand this pro-
gramming beyond the people that 
we have been able to reach over the 
past year,” DeGarmo said. “I think 
part of it is expanding and reaching 
new people, finding new connec-
tions for people that are interested 
in dance. It’s a really exciting series 
because we’ve been attracting quite 
a diversity of dance forms.”

When asked how effective he 
believes the series will be from a 
virtual platform, DeGarmo said his 
company has high hopes. Though 
they haven’t hosted the series on-
line before, he noted the success of 
the Virtual Dance for Dance pro-
gram that was aired online in April 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“I think we in the dance com-
munity have already started work-
ing in a virtual way,” DeGarmo 
said, “and it’s been very effective. 

I think that our colleagues are re-
ally excited about trying to reach 
more people with the excitement 
that we felt about dance and dance 
performance, and this is a unique 
platform because it gives audiences 
a chance in a guided way to talk 
about what they’re thinking and 
feeling from each of the perform-
ers’ work.

“I can’t wait to see how this 
works,” he added. “I’m very in-
trigued by it and I think it will 
create new opportunities for the 
future.”

DeGarmo noted this new way 
of organizing programs might lead 
to the company hosting virtual 
performance components along 
with its live performances once 
the company returns to its nor-
mal slate of events, post-pandemic.

Tickets for the Virtual Salon 
Performance Series can be pur-
chased online at www.sps2020.
givesmart.com. Ticket prices range 
from $10 to $20, and spectators 
can make their purchase either via 
the website or by sending payment 
to Venmo at Mark-DeGarmo-2 
or to PayPal at paypal.me/mark-
degarmodance. The Zoom link 
can be accessed at https://zoom.
us/j/2123759214 . For details, go 
to www.markdegarmodance.org.

Virtual dance performances

PHOTO SUBMITTED

From left, artists Philip Hamilton, Can Wang, Adriane Erdos, Mark DeGarmo, Gabriela Gullco 

and Ernesto Lehn had their original works featured in the Salon Performance Series’ October 

performances this past fall. DeGarmo will broadcast his Salon Series May 29 and June 11.

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

DOVER PLAINS — Though 
its facilities have closed to the 
public due to the coronavirus, 
Lucky Orphans Horse Rescue, 
located at 2699 Route 22, has re-
mained steadfast in its mission 
to strengthen the connection be-
tween horses and humans. Among 
some of its more recent efforts, 
the sanctuary recently sold shirts 
and hoodies with the phrase “For 
The Horses — #essential” to both 
support its cause and to celebrate 
National Help a Horse Day at the 
end of last month.

Lucky Orphans Horse Rescue 
Farm and Programs Manager Ka-
rissaLee Thompson elaborated 
that Help a Horse Day was a na-
tionally celebrated day encourag-
ing horse lovers and advocates to 
raise awareness of horse rescues 
as well as the need for horse sanc-
tuaries in the U.S. Falling on April 
26 each year, she said that while 
it brings attention to horses as a 
whole, “it’s meant to really bring 
a focus to those that are putting 
forth efforts to rescue horses and 
offer them a better life than they’d 
be living.

“Horses have been such a 
fundamental part of American 
society since we got our inde-
pendence,” Thompson remarked. 
“They’ve helped us work, they’ve 
been transportation, they’ve been 
really loyal devoted animals to us, 
so Help a Horse Day is to bring 
a focus to how important horses 
are and have been.”

Citing numerous studies on 
the impact of horses on people’s 
mental health, Thompson talked 
about Lucky Orphans’ focus on 
the mental connection between 
horses and humans, highlighting 
the electromagnetic aura sur-
rounding horses. When asked 
about Dutchess County’s status as 
the largest horse populated coun-

Help a Horse Day went off without a hitch

Lucky Orphans has been staying 

connected during quarantine

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Though Help a Horse Day was 

done on a smaller scale due 

to COVID-19, Lucky Orphans 

Horse Rescue still thanked its 

dedicated volunteers for their 

commitment to the sanctuary 

and its herd in Dover Plains.

ty in New York state, Thompson 
said the county’s horse popula-
tion has increased dramatically 
over the years to the point where 
there are now horses in every sin-
gle town, city, hamlet and village 
in Dutchess County.

In light of the COVID-19 
health crisis, Lucky Orphans had 
to modify its celebration of Help 
a Horse Day to a smaller scale. 
Rather than host an in-person 
event, the sanctuary celebrated 
the day on Facebook to reach the 
community and thank volunteers.

“Unfortunately, it wasn’t as 
grand and amazing as we hoped, 
but we did the best that we could,” 
Thompson said.

In terms of how the sanctu-
ary has been coping during CO-
VID-19, Thompson remarked 
that it has been an adaptation, 
given that the sanctuary is “100% 
donation, grant and sponsorship 
funded” and the organization is 
largely volunteer-based. At this 
time, she said there are only three 
team members on the farm at a 
time to tend to the sanctuary’s 50 
horses, two goats and one resi-
dent sheep. 

As far as modifying its com-
munity outreach efforts, Lucky 
Orphans has been doing a num-
ber live programs on Facebook to 
give the community a chance to 
connect with the sanctuary and 
its herd. Thompson added that 
they’ve been doing coffee chats 
where people can call in and talk 
with the sanctuary’s associates.

Unfortunately, the sanctu-
ary has been hit hard financially 
by COVID-19. Considering the 
math, Thompson said every 
member of its herd costs $18.55 
per day — including grain, hay, 
dental care and other related 
needs — which means it costs 
$928 to run the farm for one day 
and roughly $360,000 a year to 
care for the herd. With its facili-
ties closed until further notice, 

Thompson said COVID-19 has 
definitely affected the sanctuary’s 
ability to fundraise.

Despite the financial burdens 
and other challenges posed by 
the pandemic, Lucky Orphans 
has chosen to focus on staying 
connected with the community 
throughout the quarantine.

“There’s no doubt that cir-
cumstances in the world like this 
have an impact on mental health,” 
Thompson said. “It’s tough even 
for a very healthy person to go 
through this kind of thing… so 
once the world does open back 
up, we want to be that platform 
for healing and safety and just to 
reconnect with each other at the 
farm.”

For more, go to www.luckyo-
rphanshorserescue.org.
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Auto Repair

Computer Services

Excavation

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Landscaping

Grounds Maintenance

Heating Oil & Propane

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Remodeling/ Building

Roofing Services

LOW IMPACT LOGGING BY SHERMAN PALMER
PALMER HORSE LOGGING, LLC

Forestry & Logging Services 
Timber Stand Improvements 
Natural Forest Regeneration 

Land Clearing 
Vista Clearing 

Seasoned Firewood

Licensed & Insured
LIC# SFPH000822 - Sherman    
LIC# SFPH001217 - Crissy

Phone: 860-364-5999 
Email: Palmerlogging@aol.com 

palmerhorseloggingllc.business.site

Purchasing Standing Hardwood & Softwood Timber

Natural Forest Regeneration 

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

• Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up
• Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization

• Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control
• Weekly, Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing
• Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Grounds Maintenance

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
Maintenance

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

• Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing
• Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls

• Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers
• Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls

• Tree And Shrub Planting

Landscaping

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
MaintenanceSHARON LAWN  

& LANDSCAPE 
Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Commercial & Residential | Repairs & Replacements

Financing Available!
50 Year Warranty

FULLY INSURED  
WORKMAN’S COMP & GENERAL LIABILITY 

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS • REPAIRS

(860)459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com
Torrington, CT     License #603104

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

• Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers
• Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug

• Water & Electric Lines Dug 
• Drainage Installed • Landclearing 

• Grading • Ponds Dug 
• Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Excavation

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
MaintenanceSHARON LAWN  

& LANDSCAPE 
Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Rentals

Emerald Rentals

On Site  
Storage Containers 

& More

www.emeraldrentalsct.com

860.318.1976

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Follow us!

(860) 738-1114
Heating oil & Propane

29 Bissell St. • Lakeville
(860) 435-2211 • visionarycomputer.net

iPad Pro The most advanced iPad ever.

Visionary Computer

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUILDING • REMODELING
PAINTING • RESTORATION

your news
your community

your life!

Not sure who to turn to when you need a service?

We’ll keep you connected.

Every week we bring you this directory of Specialists in print and online  

at www.tricornernews.com. From Automobiles to Windows,  

the Specialist you need is at your fingertips.

And, when you find the Specialist you’re looking for,  

let them know you found them in your independent,  

locally owned, community newspapers.

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303
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TriCornerNews.com
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