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By CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com

MILLERTON — Carol Sadlon 
is happy, relieved and of course sad 
that she has found new owners for 
The Moviehouse, the cinema that she 
opened in 1978 with her late husband, 
Robert�

The theater has served the culture 
needs of residents in the Tri-state re-
gion with movies and streamed per-
formances of opera, theater and dance�

Sadlon continued to run The Mov-
iehouse on her own after her husband 
and partner died of brain cancer in 
2019� 

But the weight of running any 
business is heavy; and to run a theater 
during the COVID-19 quarantine was 
crushing� The doors were closed last 
March� Sadlon has continued to work 
hard to offer films and other online 
events to a loyal community but … 
it’s hard�

And so she decided last autumn 
that it was time to pass the torch to 
new owners, whom she hoped would 
bring new energy to a beloved cultural 
resource�

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

David Maltby and Chelsea Alt-

man are the new owners of The 

Moviehouse in Millerton. The 

theater, located on Main Street, 

was opened by Carol Sadlon and 

her late husband, Robert, in 1978 

and has been an institution in the 

Tri-state region ever since.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF APPLICANT

This photo shows Migdale Castle, a palatial home Roswell Miller Jr. built in 1927 for his wife, Margaret 

Carnegie Miller, daughter of magnate Andrew Carnegie, which was modeled after the Carnegie’s Skibo 

Castle in Scotland. If plans submitted by celebrity New York City restaurateur Will Guidara’s Second 

Mountain project come to fruition, this 34,500 square foot edifice will become the center of a luxury 

resort and spa with condos, two restaurants and a number of other amenities.

From Manhattan to Millbrook

Famed NYC restaurateur has 

big plans for Mabbettsville

Ever consider running 

for the school board? 

Here’s how, and why

Virtual Community Workshop

Copake Waterfront & Community 

Revitalization Plan revealed

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON — With a long, 
cold winter, during the pandemic 
there hasn’t been much to talk about 
in the town of Washington — until 
now� On Thursday, Feb� 2, the Town 
of Washington Planning Board held 
a meeting about a proposed project 
presented by famed restaurateur Will 
Guidara, who outlined plans for Sec-
ond Mountain, a project for the site 
of Migdale Castle, at 3872  Route 44� 

Once word got out in the commu-
nity about the project, conversation 
blew up — everywhere — on social 
media, via e-mail, on the telephone, 
and, of course, in person� Someone 
posted a mention about the Migdale 
project online and within two hours 
there were nearly 200 comments, a 
mix of pros and cons� 

Whispers started in mid-January, 
followed by a concrete presentation to 
the Town Board on Feb� 25 at a special 
meeting, when Guidara outlined what 
he would like to do with Migdale and 

the adjoining  land, roughly 350 acres� 
The history of Migdale 

Castle in Mabbettsville

Built in 1927, Migdale Castle in the 
town of Washington was built by Ro-
swell Miller Jr� for his wife, Margaret 
Carnegie Miller, daughter of Andrew 
Carnegie� The house was modeled 
after the Carnegie’s Skibo Castle in 
Scotland, and the name was a play on 
her nickname, Midge� It’s four sto-
ries high, with all the amenities great 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

Part I

COPAKE — Excited to present 
the progress that’s been made on 
the Copake Waterfront & Commu-
nity Revitalization Plan for the Bash 
Bish Brook, Roeliff Jansen Kill and 
Taghkanic Creek, the town of Copake 
held an online community workshop 
Saturday morning, Feb� 13�

In her opening remarks, Copake 
town Supervisor Jeanne Mettler 
thanked Project Advisory Commit-

tee (PAC) Chair Roberta Roll for her 
extraordinary leadership� She also 
thanked PAC members past and 
present, the New York State (NYS) 
Department of State for sponsoring 
the project and River Street Planning 
for its guidance�

Including the town’s Comprehen-
sive Plan and the Hamlet Design and 
Development Plan, Roll said Copake 
has done three plans with River Street 
Planning� After completing the last 
two, she said Copake realized it was 
ready to take the next step, and fortu-
nately there was money to draft wa-

terfront revitalization plans� As the 
plans required the town to have its 
inland waterways designated by NYS, 
Copake got legislation passed to add 
the Roe Jan Kill, the Bash Bish Brook 
and the Taghkanic Creek to the NYS 
Inland Waterway List, thereby en-
abling the town to apply for funding�

During the last couple of years, 
Roll said the PAC has met repeat-
edly with River Street Planning and 
volunteers, organizing its first town-
wide community workshop last Feb-

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

HARLEM VALLEY — School 
districts throughout the region are 
appealing to potential eligible can-
didates to consider running for their 
local Boards of Education (BOE)� 
The elections will be held on Tues-
day, May 18, the same day as 2021-22 
school district budget votes through-
out the state� 

According to the New York State 
School Boards Association, BOE 
members in the Empire State help 
“determine the policies that govern 
the operation of their local public 
school systems� They are elected 
local officials and, with few excep-
tions, volunteers� Collectively they 
guide a statewide school system that 
expends over $58 billion, employs 
nearly 520,000 people and serves 
nearly 2�7 million children�”

In 2020 and 2021, since the coro-
navirus pandemic struck the U�S�, 
school boards have been especially 
challenged with how to educate chil-
dren around the country, in New 
York state, and locally, here in the 
Hudson Valley� 

Rural areas, like the Harlem Valley, 
face special hardships including the  
lack of reliable broadband service, 
which makes remote learning diffi-
cult for students who can’t log in to 
lessons from their living rooms while 
many have been forbidden to return 
to their classrooms� 

Other difficulties for rural districts 
have included feeding students, many 
who live at or below the poverty level 
who rely on free or reduced-price 
school breakfasts and lunches� Some 
districts, including the Pine Plains 
Central School District, the North 
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By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Welcom-
ing Kevin Hasselwander, a 
landscape architect from The 
Chazen Companies, to its 
6 p.m. meeting on Monday, 
Feb. 16, the Village Board was 
eager to hear the latest news 
concerning the revitalization of 
the Millerton Community Park 
(a.k.a. Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park).

As the most recent devel-
opment, Hasselwander an-
nounced that boundary maps 
have been completed for the 
park. He explained that a topo-
graphic map was done as part 
of the initial study in order to 
advance the design. Meanwhile, 
the boundary maps were a re-
quirement as part of the grant 
authorization from the Office 
of Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation (OPRHP) 
that must be finalized. Hassel-
wander said Chazen will now 
be able to submit the required 
review set to the OPRHP for 
its approval for the bid set the 
company also wants to submit.

Hasselwander reported The 
Chazen Companies has been 
very busy behind the scenes 
putting together the bid set 
for the revitalization project. 
Its current goal is to issue the 
bid set on Friday, March 19, and 
to open bids on Friday, April 
23, thereby creating a five-week 
period for bids to be submitted. 

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

NORTH EAST — The 
North East Town Board’s vir-
tual meeting held on Thursday, 
Feb. 11, dealt with department 
and committee reports along 
with numerous other house-
keeping items. 

Fueling depot opened 

to fire district

The Town Board’s agree-
ment with the North East Fire 
District was approved to allow 
the district to fuel its vehicles 
at the town’s fueling facility at 
its new joint highway garage 
shared with the village of Mil-
lerton, located on Route 22.

“They serve the public and 
are a governmental entity 
that gets tax dollars, so we are 
happy to be able to help them 
out with fueling up there,” said 
town Supervisor Chris Ken-
nan, adding at first the district 
will begin with fueling its gas-
oline powered vehicles, then 
down the road, it will fuel its 
fire engines there. “It’s a great 
facility and very up-to-date 
and state-of-the-art, really 
in terms of a fueling facility, 
and we’re glad to share it with 
them.”

Broadband committee

The board members formed 
the Broadband Access Advi-
sory Committee, which Ken-
nan described days later as a 
“long process” that was “very 
complicated” and “not easy to 
understand” but important for 
the town to pursue.

Kennan said Rich Stal-
zer, who has “extensive back-
ground in internet technology,” 
will chair the committee, along 
with members Claire Good-
man, John Merwin, Kristen 
Panzer and Andrew Stayman. 
According to Kennan’s news-
letter email sent on Monday, 
Feb. 15, to community mem-
bers, he said the group’s first 
order of business will be to 
“conduct a survey of town resi-
dents to assess where and to 
what degree gaps in broadband 
exist.” He added the committee 
would “welcome the partici-
pation of any other residents 
with experience or interest to 
contribute.” Merely email Stal-
zer at richstalzer@gmail.com.

Kennan said in an interview 
with this paper that the neigh-
boring town of Pine Plains 
recently formed a similar 
broadband committee as has 
the nearby town of Ancram, 

in Columbia County. Both 
towns, he said, “are doing a 
lot on this,” which is why the 
supervisor is “hoping we can 
all work together to find these 
spots that don’t have broad-
band and see what we can do 
to get it.”

Lack of high-speed inter-
net has proven especially chal-
lenging during the coronavirus 
pandemic as residents who are 
working from home and stu-
dents who are being educated 
remotely depend on reliable, 
fast internet service.

Spencer’s Corner 

Burying Ground

Deputy town Supervisor 
Ralph Fedele also spoke about 
the state of Spencer’s Corner 
Burying Ground, located on 
Merwin Clark Road. Fedele, 
who is deeply interested in lo-
cal history, is hoping the town, 
which is in charge of maintain-
ing and mowing the cemetery, 
can restore the monuments, 
many of which have been top-
pled over, and generally spruce 
up the property. 

“I don’t think it’s vandal-
ism,” said Kennan of the top-
pled monuments, “just wear 
and tear. We are working on 
that and going to see if we can 

WEBUTUCK — Even with 
shifting to a virtual platform, 
Webutuck students’ creativity 
and innovation shone through 
their projects at the school dis-
trict’s seventh annual STEAM 
Fair in February. 

From projects entitled with 
creative and curious names like 
Elephant Toothpaste and Swift 
Corrosion to How COVID-19 
Has Affected Society and Short 
Term Memory and Its Effects 
on Eyewitness Testimonies, this 
year’s first (and hopefully only) 
Virtual STEAM Fair welcomed 
a total of 20 projects and 23 par-
ticipants. 

Among the 20 projects, 12 
projects were submitted by stu-
dents in grades sixth through 
12th and were judged by eight 
Webutuck staff and retired staff 
volunteers; the remaining eight 
projects were submitted by stu-
dents in grades kindergarten 

through fourth, but were not 
judged.

“Although our participation 
was down during this unusual 
year, the enthusiasm of the par-
ticipants seemed almost height-
ened,” said Webutuck teacher 
Christine Gillette. “We have had 
such a shift to online technol-
ogy that this seemed to fall into 
place. Of course, this couldn’t 
have happened without Ms. 
[Danielle] Fridstrom’s dedica-
tion to the Google site!”

The projects went live for 
public viewing and judging on 
the 2021 Webutuck STEAM 
Fair Google site, starting Mon-
day, Feb. 22, through Sunday, 
Feb. 28. Winners of this year’s 
STEAM Fair will be announced 
on Friday, March 5. Look for 
the STEAM Fair results in an 
upcoming edition of The Mil-
lerton News.

— Kaitlin Lyle

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A kindergartner at Webutuck Elementary School, Lois 

Musgrave demonstrated how different flours change mold 

growth on bread with her Moldy Muffins STEAM project.

Students move full 

STEAM ahead

Village Board gets update on 

Millerton Community Park project

If bids are opened on Friday, 
April 23, Hasselwander said 
they could get construction 
started in early May.

To date, he said it currently 
has an 80-day construction pe-
riod, though he mentioned to 
the board that “the longer you 
give the contractor, the better 
price you’re going to get.” This 
period could bring the project 
to completion by early-  to mid-
August if all goes well.

Village Trustee Jenn Najdek 
asked Hasselwander if he knew 
whether it would be possible 
for the village to still hold its 
summer camp program at the 
park if the state permits sum-
mer camps to be held this sum-
mer. She noted that the camp is 
generally a four- to six-week 
program starting in July. Has-
selwander responded he could 
include some language in the 
bid set that would allow the 
contractor a “construction 
pause” period for that possi-
bility and shared his plans to 
look into it more closely.

Regarding the opening of 
the bids, Hasselwander asked 
the board to let him know if 
there’s any language it wants 
to include about whether it will 
open the bids virtually. Mayor 
Debbie Middlebrook said the 
board could see what the guide-
lines are and whether the vil-
lage would be allowed to open 
the bids in a socially distant way 
with people wearing masks. If 
it’s possible, she said the board 

would like to do it in-person, 
but if not, it could open the bids 
over Zoom.

Trustee Matthew Hartzog 
mentioned that a village con-
stituent had contacted him to 
ask if efforts were made to ask 
adjoining communities (like 
the towns of Amenia and Pine 
Plains) to also be part of the 
process of building the park 
“in that Webutuck schools do 
have students that go not only 
to Amenia and North East but 
also to Pine Plains.” 

Najdek said board members 
didn’t really reach out to any-
body as this was the village’s 
park. She shared that there have 
been thoughts and plans that, 
once the park is built, the vil-
lage can potentially hold events 
or share opportunities for We-
butuck students from Amenia 
to make use of the park, such 
as if they want to host a soccer 
league and hold other events 
at the park. That being said, 
Najdek said she believes most 
towns have their own parks 
where they can organize events 
and recreation opportunities.

Hartzog mentioned the con-
stituent said they hoped the 
park’s pool could be enclosed 
so it could be “a 12-month 
structure and a 12-month fa-
cility.” Their hope, he said, is 
that by bringing in a couple 
of other communities, the vil-
lage could get some additional 
money to make that happen. 
Middlebrook said she believed 

a number of ideas, like an in-
door pool, were taken under 
consideration during the de-
sign and development phases 
and it was determined many 
were not possible.

“When we originally started 
this, we kind of came up with a 
park for the ages, like we tried 
to put in a bubble so you could 
have year-round events and an 
indoor swimming pool,” Na-
jdek said. “We wanted every-
thing.”

However, she said the Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park Revital-
ization Committee and Has-
selwander looked at the project 
as not just the costs to install 
that kind of facility, but also the 
costs to maintain a structure of 
that size. After much consider-
ation, it was determined that 
the village couldn’t afford it.

Additionally, Hasselwander 
said The Chazen Companies 
had some challenges with the 
stormwater design. Since the 
park is in an aquifer, he said 
there’s high groundwater, 
which is a challenge in treat-
ing stormwater under New 
York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) guidelines. Yet he said 
this worked to their advantage 
as they plan to raise part of the 
parking lot. This, in turn, will 
help with the pool, which Has-
selwander said will need to be 
raised as well.

Community members can 
learn the latest updates on the 
revitalization project at the 
board’s next meeting, which 
will be live streamed to the “Vil-
lage of Millerton VOM” Face-
book page at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
March 15.

Donations still needed

Meanwhile, of the $1.25 
million budget for Phase 1, 
$130,000 remains to be raised. 

Donations may be made 
online at www.community-
foundationshv.org/Single-Do-
nation-Pages/MillertonCom-
munityPark. Checks may be 
made out to The Community 
Foundations of the Hudson 
Valley with Millerton Com-
munity Park in the memo line; 
send it to: Community Foun-
dations of the Hudson Valley, 
80 Washington St., Suite 201, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

get some grant money to help 
with that.”

Look for more on plans to 
improve Spencer’s Corner in 
future issues of The Millerton 
News.

Internet security

In a move to make Town 
Hall communications more 
secure, Kennan announced 
via email that, “In the past few 
months, we have invested in 
upgrading much of the town’s 
information technology infra-
structure.”

According to him, recently 
there’s been a spate of “inter-
net crimes, especially ransom 
attacks [that] can shut down 
an entire town, and the cost of 
having to pay a ‘ransom’ in or-
der to recover the town’s data 
can ruin a town financially.”

Which is why, he said, the 
town’s email addresses recent-
ly changed.  The town has bid 
farewell to the email domain 

of Taconic, which had become 
Fairpoint, and which had in 
turn become Consolidated 
Communications. 

“We will now be part of the 
much more secure ‘dot.gov’ 
world,” said Kennan. “Our new 
emails will be posted on the 
town’s website, and are now 
operational. Mine is supervi-
sor@townofnortheastny.gov 
and do please feel free to reach 
out. Note: emails to old town 
government addresses will still 
get through, for a while.”

Town Board contemplates broadband, fueling, 

cemetery grounds and internet security

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.
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AMENIA

LEGAL NOTICES
TOWN OF NORTHEAST 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
Pursuant to Section 501 of 

the Real Property Tax Law, 
notice is hereby given that 
assessment inventory and 
valuation data is available for 
examination and review. This 
data will be used to establish 
the assessment of each parcel 
for the tentative assessment 
roll of the Town of North East 
which will be filed on May 1, 
2021. The information may be 
reviewed with the Assessor. 
For an appointment, please 
call 518-789-3300 ext.605.

Katherine Johnson
Assessor
03-04-21
03-11-21

Legal Notice
Public Hearing

Village of Millerton
Police Reform and 

Modernization 
Collaborative

 Please take notice that the 
Village of Millerton Board of 
Trustees will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, March 
11, 2021 at 6:00 PM, via ZOOM 
(due to current COVID 
restrictions and Executive 
Order from the Governor), to 
invite the public for their input 
on the Village of Millerton 
Police Department Police 
Reform and Modernization 
Plan Draft. All members of the 
public having interest in this 
matter are invited to attend 
via ZOOM, please reach out 
to the Village Hall at 518-789-
4489 for the link. The Public 
Hearing will also be Live on 
Facebook.

By order of the
Village Board of Trustees

Kelly Kilmer, Village Clerk
03-04-21

Legal Notice
RFP for Landscape Work 

for Town Park, Pine Plains, 
New York

Project Representative: 
To w n  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Committee Contact: Suzanne 
C.  Ouel lette ,  Suzanne.
ouellette293@gmail.com

P.O. Box 409, Pine Plains, 
New York

Design Program: The town 
of Pine Plains is seeking bids 
for landscape work to improve 
the appearance, usefulness, 
and social benefit of our 
small town park at the corner 
of Routes 199 and 82, in the 

center of Pine Plains.
Key parts of the program 

are:
(1) The selection and 

installation of a large and slow 
growing evergreen tree that 
will serve as the centerpiece for 
our annual Holiday Parade of 
Lights event. It replaces a tree 
that needed to be taken down 
because it had gotten too big 
for the site. The tree needs to 
be approximately 12 to 14 feet 
in height.

(2) The addition of a cherry 
tree to the northeast section 
of the park (near the barber 
shop). This will join the two 
existing cherry trees now in 
the park. The new tree should 
be compatible with those, 
probably with a caliper of 4 
to 4.5 inches.

(3) The installation of four 
perennial beds as shown on 
site map.

(4) Installation of three 
shrub groupings - between 
new cherry tree and barber 
shop building, to left and right 
of park entrance at south west 
corner of park

(5) For all of the above, 
proper preparation of soil with 
screened topsoil, compost, and 
mulch (all delivered)

 (6) Laying down of sod for 
open areas in the park plan

Project Schedule
March 1 Solicitation
March 8 Bidder site meeting
March 8-Mar 15 Bidder 

correspondence period (via 
email or phone by March 13, 
with shared response to all 
questions to all bidders by 
March 15)

March 18 Bid due date
March 18 Bid opening date
March 22 Bid award date
March 29 Work start date
June 1 Work completion 

date
Bidder Needs to Provide
List of tree, shrub, and 

perennial plant names with 
numbers of each, sizes of each, 
and price per unit; cost of sod; 
and installation labor fees.

Contact information
License
Insurance and workman’s 

comp
List of references
What the Bidder’s Scope of 

Work Will Not Include
The Town of Pine Plains 

will be responsible for any 
demolition required in the 
park, including the removal 
of existing sidewalks and 

the gazebo. Town citizens 
are donating the pergola 
and they will arrange for 
its  construction. Other 
contractors will address the 
installation of new walkways 
and the design and placement 
of the park fountain.

03-04-21

NOTICE
CONCERNING THE

EXAMINATION 
OF ASSESSMENT 

INVENTORY
AND VALUATION DATA

(Pursuant to Section 501 of 
the Real Property Tax Law)

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Assessment 
Inventory and Valuation Data 
is Available for Examination 
& Review.

This Data is the information 
that will be used to establish 
the assessment of each parcel 
which will appear on the 
Tentative Assessment Roll of

TOWN OF AMENIA 
which will be filed on or before 
MAY 1, 2021

ON MONDAY BETWEEN 
THE HOURS OF 9 AND 3

ON TUESDAY BETWEEN 
THE HOURS OF 9 AND 3

To Set Up and Appointment 
to Review the Assessment 
Information Please call the

ASSESSOR AT 845-373-
8860 extension 104. Dated: 
February 23, 2021.

Chris Boryk, Assessor IAO
TOWN OF AMENIA

03-04-21
03-11-21

Public Notice
Pursuant to Section 501 of 

the Real Property Tax Law, 
Assessment Inventory and 
Valuation Data for the Town 
of Pine Plains is now available 
for examination and review. 
This data is the information 
that will be used to establish 
the assessment of each parcel 
which will appear in the 
tentative assessment roll on 
May 1, 2021.

To set up an appointment to 
review this information, please 
call 518-398-7193 ext 7. Please 
be sure to wear a mask.

Richard Diaz
James Mara

Lynda Wisdo
 Assessor(s)

03-04-21
03-11-21

Lakeville, Connecticut  •  860-435-0578

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — With just an 
hour of their time and a pint 
of their blood, local residents 
found a meaningful way to give 
back to those in need by making 
a donation at the eighth annual 
Amenia Blood Drive on Tues-
day, Feb. 23.

For many, the month of Feb-
ruary is a time to celebrate the 
heart, whether they’re exchang-
ing valentines with their loved 
ones or observing American 
Heart Month. In Amenia, the 
annual blood drive is an occa-
sion held especially near to the 
heart of the Klingner family.

Following her husband 
Christopher’s heart attack in 
2013 (he’s also the town con-
stable), Town Clerk Dawn Ma-
rie Klingner began organizing 
the annual blood drive as her 
way of giving back or, in Chris’s 
words, “paying it forward.” Re-
calling how incredibly scary the 
experience was for him, Chris 
said he underwent quadruple 
bypass heart surgery at Vassar 
Hospital in Valhalla, where he 
said he received phenomenal 
care. However, following his 
surgery, he was still experienc-
ing difficulties and was told by 
his doctor that he needed two 
pints of blood. Instantly, he said, 
he felt better after the blood 
transfusion.

Eight years later, Dawn 
Marie said Chris has stayed 
active and on guard, taking his 
prescriptions and trying to do 
everything the doctors have 
prescribed. Yet the experience 
stayed with her and Chris and 
motivated them to “pay it for-
ward” by organizing a blood 
drive every  year to help others.

Partnering with the New 
York Blood Center (NYBC), 
Dawn Marie said the town has 
developed a great relationship 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Starting at 7 
p.m. over Zoom due to the CO-
VID pandemic, the Town Board 
reviewed local projects and up-
coming community events at its 
meeting on Thursday, Feb. 18.

Pump house, cable 

franchise, wastewater 

grant; dinners & egg hunt

Town Supervisor Victoria 
Perotti updated the board on the 
Lavelle Road pump house and 
generator upgrade by announc-
ing Town Engineer John An-
drews’s plans to meet with Wa-
ter Operator Marco D’Antonio 
in order to move forward with 
the repair cost estimate. 

Regarding the town’s fran-
chise renewal agreement with 
Altice USA, Perotti said negotia-
tions are still in progress. 

As an update on the New 
York State Department of En-
vironmental Services/Environ-
mental Facilities Corporation 
wastewater planning grant, 
she said Tighe & Bond Senior 
Project Manager Erin Moore 
submitted the grant with addi-
tional letters of support from 
local businesses.

With community updates, 
Town Clerk Dawn Marie Kling-
ner announced that the Wassaic 
Fire Company will host a drive-
thru corned beef and cabbage 
dinner on Saturday, March 27, 
with dinner pick up from 4 to 
6 p.m. Residents can anticipate 
the Easter Egg Hunt at Beekman 
Park on Saturday, April 3, at 10 
a.m. and the Amenia Fire Com-
pany’s next drive-thru chicken 
BBQ dinner on Saturday, April 
10, with dinner pick up from 3 
to 6 p.m. 

Affordable housing 

survey postcards

Perotti then turned the 
board’s attention to the afford-
able housing survey postcard 
developed by the Amenia Hous-
ing Board with help from Hud-
son River Housing. She noted 

Blood drive raises awareness for heart health

PHOTO SUBMITTED

From left, Zachary, Dawn Marie, Karlie and Christopher 

Klingner gave heartfelt thanks to the community for at-

tending the eighth annual Amenia Blood Drive.

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

Amenia resident Edward DeLaPena took a moment to relax 

after donating a pint of blood at the Amenia Town Hall on 

Tuesday, Feb. 23. DeLaPena said he donates every year.

with the blood center as they 
make the community aware of 
heart safety. Chris added that 
the NYBC was an organiza-
tion he had donated to in the 
past. Their collaboration draws 
residents from Amenia and 
neighboring towns to donate 
blood; Dawn Marie shared her 
appreciation for how the annual 
event gets bigger and better ev-
ery year.

“It means so much to us be-
cause Chris needed blood in his 
incident, and you don’t realize 
the simplicity of an hour and 
giving your blood,” she said. “It 
could happen to any one of our 
families. No one’s alone — we’re 
there to help each other.”

“With a newfound outlook 
on life and being on the young 
side without a great under-
standing of family history, I had 
the biggest scare of my life and 
of my family’s life,” Chris said. 
“It was such a huge scare for all 
of us and to this day sits on my 
family’s mind. I speak to people 
so hopefully they have a bet-
ter understanding about their 

health, their family history, see-
ing a doctor on a normal basis 
and simply just being aware of 
heart health.” 

Guided by a trail of bright-
ly-colored balloons with the 
New York Blood Center logo 
stamped on them, donors found 
their way to the Amenia Town 
Hall gymnasium, where cots 
were set up. From the ample 
amount of space among the 
donor stations to the require-
ment that everyone wear masks, 
COVID-19 restrictions were 
followed and social distancing 
was maintained. 

In terms of how the pan-
demic has impacted donations, 
Dawn Marie remarked, “I ac-
tually think it helped because I 
think people were cooped up in 
their homes so much that they 
were happy to come help.”

Running from 2 to 8 p.m., 
the drive welcomed many a 
returning donor as well as a 
number of newcomers. Rest-
ing up after donating a pint of 
blood, Amenia resident Edward 
DeLaPena shared that he’s been 

donating ever since the Kling-
ner family started organizing 
the for the town eight years ago. 
When asked what brings him 
back every year, DeLaPena said 
that, along with the dire need 
to replenish blood supplies in 
the state, “I feel good when I do 
something like this — it makes 
me feel good.”

As she sat back and made 
her donation inside the gym-
nasium, Millbrook resident 
Kathleen Meyer explained, “I 
am becoming an EMT [Emer-
gency Medical Technician], so 
I felt like I should start giving 
blood regularly because a lot of 
first responders do.”

When the blood drive offi-
cially started at 2 p.m., Dawn 
Marie was delighted to find all 
six seats filled by donors. By the 

end of the day, 43 people had 
made donations.

“We’re super excited; we’re 
usually in the mid-20s,” Dawn 
Marie said in terms of how 
many people typically donate 
blood in a single day, “… so this 
was a great turnout for little 
Amenia.”

To get more facts about 
heart health, go to the Ameri-
can Heart Association’s (AHA) 
website, www.heart.org. Ac-
cording to the site, the AHA is 
“a nonprofit organization in the 
United States that funds car-
diovascular medical research, 
educates consumers on healthy 
living and fosters appropriate 
cardiac care in an effort to 
reduce disability and deaths 
caused by cardiovascular dis-
ease and stroke.”

Town Board OKs Housing 

Board survey post card design, 

discusses community events

that the postcards will be sent 
out to town residents and busi-
nesses to obtain information 
from “those who find it difficult 
to secure affordable housing in 
Amenia.” Perotti said the sur-
vey results will help the town 
prioritize its goals for encour-
aging more affordable housing 
opportunities in Amenia.

Written quotes for the 
postcard costs were obtained 
from Central Press and Foun-
tain Press/The Mailing Works 
in Millbrook and from Maar 
Printing Service in Poughkeep-
sie. The Town Board ultimately 
decided that the quote from 
Fountain Press/The Mailing 
Works offered the best value 
and determined the town has 
sufficient funds in its 2021 bud-
get to pay for the postcards.

Before the board put the res-
olution to a vote, Councilwom-
an Vicki Doyle talked about the 
Housing Board’s efforts in put-
ting the postcard together and 
preparing for their distribution. 

Having emailed a sample of 
the layout of the postcard for 
Town Board members to view, 
she said she wanted everyone to 
be comfortable with its design; 
Councilman Damian Gutierrez 

pulled up a sample of the post-
card on Zoom so they could all 
see it together. 

Published in both English 
and Spanish, Doyle shared that 
the small, two-sided postcard 
was designed by Housing Board 
member and photographer Jeff 
Barnett-Winsby pro bono to 
catch people’s attention and 
invite them to respond either 
online or on paper.

With a unanimous vote of 
approval, the Town Board  au-
thorized the Housing Board to 
mail out the postcards. Now 
that the postcard is on its way 
to being printed, Gutierrez said 
he’ll work to get the survey form 
document online through the 
town website, www.ameniany.
gov.

Pitching and 

Catching Clinics

The Town Board also voted 
unanimously to approve the 
Amenia Parks and Recreation’s 
pitching and catching clinic 
dates at the Town Hall gymna-
sium. 

Information regarding the 
clinic sign-ups can be accessed 
online at the Amenia Parks and 
Recreation website, www.ame-
niany.myrec.com.

AMENIA 
IN BRIEF

STEM Saturdays

Starting Saturday, 
March 6, the Amenia 
Free Library will be of-
fering a STEM Saturdays 
program for students in 
grades sixth through 
eighth (ages 11 to 14).

This program will be 
offered by the Bard Cen-
ter for Civic Engagement 
and the Amenia Free 
Library, the NorthEast-
Millerton Library, the 
Pine Plains Free Library 
and the Scoville Memo-
rial Library in Salisbury, 
Conn.

The program will fea-
ture a hands-on STEM 
project with Kiwi Co. 
boxes. Each week, each 
participant will be given 
a different box of ma-
terials with a different 
theme and will be guided 
through the maker pro-
cess by a Bard STEM 
Engagement Fellow over 
Zoom. 

Starting at 1 p.m., 
the theme for Saturday, 
March 6, will be Dynamic 
Slime Circuit.

For more informa-
tion, stop by the library 
(at 3309 Route 343, Ame-
nia), go to its  website at 
www.amenialibrary.org 
or send an email to direc-
tor@amenialibrary.org.

Send news and photos to 

editor@millertonnews.com

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The



A4          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 4, 2021

PINE PLAINS/AREA

Can you imagine a world without 
your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?
Dear Reader,

Late in 2019, we came to you, hat in hand, to share with you our story within 
the world of vanishing local journalism. You generously supported us, to date, 
in the amount of $164,975 in what was known as the “Community Membership” 
model and will now be known as the “Community Contributor” model.

• Your generosity made up a deeply appreciated 39% of annual 
General Expenses from September of 2019.

• We are happy to have qualified for a PPP loan (which we will 
convert to a ‘grant’, having met the necessary criteria), in the 
amount of $146,643, contributing 35%  of General Expenses 
during this same period.

• As they experienced their own COVID-19 cash needs, our 
steadfast advertisers needed to scale back their commitments to 
us. Our advertising revenue has dropped over 30%.

• Effective October 15, 2020, we have raised the cost of the 
newspaper to two dollars, the first increase since 2003.

COVID-19 has awakened an awareness of the significance of our  
papers, as we seek information about our world. Thanks to our Community’s 
generosity and the unswerving dedication of our fine Team, we were able to 
remain fully functional through this pandemic. We love our Community 
partnership. We will continue our work, with your kind respect and support.

— The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC

Support your local, independent voice in journalism by making a contribution at  
www.tricornernews.com/contribute or by clipping the form below and mailing a check

The Lakeville Journal 
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________    Zip Code ________ 

Tele. ____________________  Email __________________________________

In Support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order in the 
amount of $____________ made payable to The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC.

In return for your Community Contribution,  
we regret that we cannot offer a tax deduction at this time.

This letter has been enclosed in print editions of The Lakeville Journal  
and Millerton News and on www.tricornernews.com. We invite all our readers  

to continue to keep track of our progress and we will keep you updated regularly.

Fostering Democracy and an Atmosphere of Open Communication Since 1897

The Lakeville Journal Company
The Lakeville Journal • The Millerton News • TriCornerNews.com

Realtor® at Large
A possible issue that owners 
and buyers face during a 
deal is not knowing if there 
is anything buried on the 
property that could threaten 
the transaction. � is could 
range from buried oil tanks, 
drums, utility conduits and 
runo�  pipes. Rather than 
digging, using underground 
penetrating radar is a great 
nonintrusive solution. An 
excellent company to consider 
is New England Subsurface 
Imaging, their website is 
nesubsurface.com or call 
them at 203-873-7397.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

The life and work of famed abstract artist Mark Rothko were evaluated and echoed at the Mark Rothko & the Color of 

Emotion online community workshop hosted by the Roeliff Jansen Community Library on Thursday evening, Feb. 18.

Capturing emotions in color at library workshop

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

COPAKE — Echoing the 
visual style of the late famed 
abstract artist Mark Rothko 
(1903-1970), area residents 
were invited to explore the 
link between color and emo-
tion through art at the online 
workshop entitled, Mark 
Rothko & the Color of Emo-
tion, held by the Roeliff Jansen 
Community Library on the 
evening of Thursday, Feb. 18.

Hosted by Children’s Li-
brarian Tia Maggio, herself an 
artist, the workshop was held 
via Zoom due to the COVID 
pandemic. Since they would 
be experimenting with color, 
participants were asked to 
have white paper and pastels 
or crayons to use and were 
assured that they didn’t need 
to be artists to engage in the 
workshop’s creative exercises.

Creating an open online 
environment where partici-
pants could feel free to share 
their ideas and artwork, Mag-
gio encouraged participants 
to write down the following 
emotions — hope, joy, sadness, 
excitement, anger, fear, shy-
ness, calmness, hopelessness 
and love or being “hopelessly 
in love” — and put them aside 
for later when they’d begin il-
lustrating those emotions.

Opening a slideshow fea-
turing some of Rothko’s work, 
Maggio initiated the workshop 
with a quote from Rothko 

taken during a retrospective 
exhibit at the Museum of 
Modern Art in NYC in 1961. 
She explained that Rothko was 
asked how long it took him to 
paint a particular piece that 
seemed to consist of merely a 
few large blotches of colored 
canvas. In reply, Maggio said 
Rothko responded drily, “I’m 
57 years old and it took all my 
life to do it.”

“So we’re going to start from 
the beginning and we’re going 
to see what he might have been 
talking about,” Maggio said. “I 
think if you’ve dabbled in art, 
we’ve all heard that: ‘My child 
could do that’ or ‘How long 
did it take you to do that?’ 
but sometimes it does take 
a lifetime to maybe loosen 
up enough or be free to find 
yourself and what your mas-

terpieces are, if you’re so lucky.”
Sharing Rothko’s story, 

Maggio said he was born 
Markus Rothkowitz in 
Daugavpils, Russia (now Lat-
via) on Sept. 25, 1903. His fa-
ther was a pharmacist who 
immigrated to Portland, Ore., 
when the artist was a child, and 
he eventually the family went 
to Portland when Rothko was 
10. When Rothko came to the 

U.S., Maggio said he didn’t 
speak any English, though he 
would soon excel in school and 
secure a scholarship to Yale. He 
later dropped out to fulfill his 
desire to experience New York 
City. It was there that Rothko 
stumbled upon an art class with 
The Art Students League. Aside 
from the four-months he spent 
at The Art Students League, 
Maggio said Rothko was a self-

taught artist and became a part 
of the New York art scene as 
he pursued his passion for the 
visual arts.

Taking her audience 
through some of Rothko’s 
earlier figurative paintings, 
Maggio pointed out the char-
acteristics of his work at 
various times in his life and 
throughout his career. Work-
shop participants contem-
plated the concepts and colors 
captured in his work, feeling 
free to share which emotions 
and ideas they saw portrayed 
in his paintings.

Moving into some creative 
exercises, participants were 
invited to pick an emotion 
from the list they created ear-
lier and then pick only three 
colors from their crayon or 
pastel boxes to create their 
own “Rothkos.” Some par-
ticipants associated the color 
red with joy rather than with 
anger or hopelessness. Pink, 
orange and yellow were seen 
by some as colors to express 
excitement. Regardless of their 
choices of colors, participants 
admired each other’s inter-
pretations and some strived 
to guess which emotions were 
portrayed in each other’s art, 
many of whom were surprised 
when the emotions were re-
vealed.

For more on upcoming pro-
grams and workshops at the 
Roe Jan Library, go to www.
roejanlibrary.org or call 518-
325-4101.

BOE assesses Seymour Smith progress report, holds budget workshop

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Between 
scheduled reports and a budget 
workshop, the Pine Plains Cen-
tral School District’s Board of 
Education (BOE) was engrossed 
by both current and future busi-
ness at its meeting on Wednes-
day, Feb. 17, held via Zoom due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

District budget workshop

Following an introduction 
by Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Finance Michael 
Goldbeck, the evening began 
with a budget workshop on dis-
trict transportation by Transpor-
tation Supervisor Lauren Ross, 
followed by a budget workshop 
on facilities and operations by 
Director of School Facilities 
Richard McKibbon and Assis-
tant Director of School Facilities 
Mike Remsburger.

As with everything that has 
gone in the last year, Ross said 
there are a lot of question marks 
going into any kind of planning 
for the next academic year since 
the district doesn’t know what 
2021-22 will look like. Because of 
anticipated financial constraints, 
she said the Transportation De-
partment will refrain from asking 

for any propositions to purchase 
new vehicles as the existing fleet 
hasn’t been driven that much this 
year. 

She mentioned an increase in 
purchasing vehicle parts as buses 
have remained still in the park-
ing lot — not doing regular daily 
rounds during the pandemic for 
six months, including the sum-
mer.

McKibbon then reviewed 
changes in the facilities and 
operations budget, including a 
reduction in the water line; an in-
crease in rubbish removal due to 
increased recycling fees; a slight 
increase in the budget line for 
boiler work; and an expenditure 
in two-way radios for interior 
building use. 

Discussing materials and sup-
plies, Remsburger talked about 
the COVID-19 budget line and 
the significant amount of money 
spent on buying personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE). He said the 
district was extremely fortunate 
to get a hold of the PPE in time, 
which Goldbeck attributed to its 
being proactive.

Having siphoned off funds 
from Remsburger’s budget to 
deal with the COVID-19 expendi-
ture, BOE President Chip Couse 
asked if the district needs to re-

plenish his budget. Particularly in 
the materials and supplies area, 
Goldbeck said he established a 
code a few years ago concern-
ing district-wide materials that’s 
more or less to take care of such 
expenditures.

“I don’t know if we’ve done 
a terrible disservice to Mike’s 
budget and I think we’ve been 
working well together… over 
the course of this year in mak-
ing sure we have enough money 
for these expenditures but not 
taking money away from things 
that are normal routine expen-
ditures,” he said.

School progress report

Delivering her State of the 
Union Address, Seymour Smith 
Intermediate Learning Center 
Principal Julie Roberts informed 
the BOE of her school’s progress 
as observed halfway through the 
school year.

Focusing on academics, Rob-
erts reviewed the averages for the 
different grade levels compared 
to last year’s averages. She noted 
the content is more or less the 
same in terms of what classes 
have been able to cover, adding 
they’ve been moving forward as 
best they can.

In the second and third grades, 
she said the second quarter re-
ports are higher, which she at-
tributed to grading in a way that’s 
compact and quick and assessing 
the challenges students and their 
families are facing. Compared to 
last year, she said the fourth and 
fifth grades have some catching 
up to do, and she outlined her 
plans for next year to address 
this, such as splitting the fourth-
grade class sections into three 
sections instead of two to better 
prepare them for middle school. 

Reporting on the students’ 

independent reading levels, 
Roberts said she compared the 
same students from last year to 
track their progress. While the 
third-graders came in on two 
levels of growth, she noted the 
fourth-graders regressed from 
where they were last year.

Roberts recognized the stu-
dents for their growth during a 
difficult year, adding that they’re 
“also having the conversation of 
moving the needle back to center 
when we’re ready while recog-
nizing that center is not going 
to be where it previously was.” 

Though they would never say 
so, Roberts also acknowledged 
the challenges her teachers have 
faced in having to react to the 
various changes and shifts dur-
ing the pandemic, and she com-
mended them for their hard 
work.

AREA IN BRIEF
Tech Lab: Computer Ergonomics March 11

Grange dinner

STANFORDVILLE — 
The Stanford Grange #808 
will host its Annual Corned 
Beef & Cabbage Dinner on 
Saturday, March 13, at the 
Stanford Grange Hall, 6043 
Route 82, Stanfordville.  

All dinners are take-out 
only at 5 p.m. A donation is 
$15 per dinner is requested 
at the door. 

Call Grange Secretary 
Ryan Orton for reserva-
tions at 845-868-7869.

COPAKE — Learn how to 
mitigate pain and stress when 
working from home with this 
special Tech Lab on Thurs-
day, March 11, at 5:30 p.m.

Join guest host and sea-
soned physical therapist 
Gloria Kadish for tips on 
how to create a comfortable 
and efficient home work 
environment.

This program is pre-
sented by Roeliff Jansen 
Community Library in 
partnership with Claver-
ack Free Library, Hudson 
Area Library and Philm-
ont Public Library. Par-

ticipation is free.
The Lab will be held vir-

tually on Zoom, and partici-
pants are encouraged to log 
in 15 minutes early in case of 
technical difficulties. 

Email Tamara Gaskell at 
director@roejanlibrary.org 
to register. 
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are

on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10am

www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

Pastor Savage Frieze
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT

Worship services Sundays at 10 am
AT THE PILGRIM HOUSE 

30 GRANITE AVE, CANAAN:
FISHES & LOAVES Food Pantry  

and CLOSETS for clothing  
Tuesdays from 5 to 7  

and Thursdays from noon to 2
www.facebook.com/ 

northcanaancongregational

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9am
Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational 
Church 

 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online sermons.

Bible Study Guides  
also available by request:  

 info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org
Or contact us at 860-364-5002

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL

4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES

8 AM - St. Bernard
10 AM - Sacred Heart

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday, Tuesday,  

Wednesday & First Friday
9 AM – Sacred Heart
Face masks required

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 9:30 A.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of March 7, 2021

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Greenwoods  
Community Church

355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Kidz Konnection 
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)

Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler

413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
ONLINE

Visit our website for links
     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 

Virtual Sunday service 10:30 AM 
Trinity Lime Rock Facebook page
Virtual Coffee Hour & Bible Study

Rev. Heidi Truax
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627 
www.trinitylimerock.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual service on
Sunday, March 14 at 10:30 a.m.

“An Accidental Immigrant” 
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 am, 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

KENT — Timothy 
D. Brown is at peace 
after a day of resting 
in the sun on February 
10th, 2021. He was 58 
years old. 

Born in New Mil-
ford and raised in 
Kent, Tim attended 
Kent Center School 
and then Housatonic 
Valley Regional High 
School where he graduated in 
1981. Tim was passionate about 
sports and he excelled in hockey, 
baseball and soccer. He earned 
the Norman Stoddard award as 
well as The Presidential Award 
for Physical Fitness while at-
tending Kent Center School. He 
was a standout hockey player 
growing up through the youth 
hockey program of squirts, 
peewees, and bantams. His love 
for playing baseball started in 
little league and continued to 
Babe Ruth baseball under coach 
Bruce Adams. His other passion 
was soccer. He was an excep-
tional goal tender in soccer in 
high school and earned the All-
State trophy his senior year as 
well as a scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Connecticut.

Upon graduation from the 
University of Connecticut, Tim 
pursued his passion for building 
stone walls, a skill he learned 
at a young age and continued 
to pursue throughout his life. 
He moved to Eastport, Maine in 
1996, where he honed his craft 
until he moved back to the Kent 
area in 2005. Tim’s day often 
started very early with a cof-
fee at Gifford’s in Kent.  Tim 
had a gift for creating amazing 
outdoor spaces and continued 
crafting stone walls throughout 
the area for the rest of his life. In 
addition to his stone work, he 
also worked security at the Kent 
School for 10 years. He had an 
extensive circle of great friends 
and was always lending a hand, 
his skill and muscle power to 

many people and 
working on projects 
at their homes.

Tim found joy 
in his work but was 
quick to point out 
that his greatest joy 
was being a father.  He 
said the two happiest 
days of his life were 
the days when his 
sons were born, At-

ticus in 2009 and Willy in 2011.  
He gifted them with his love of 
the outdoors, quick reflexes and 
ability in math and read to them 
constantly.  Tim’s family was all 
important to him. 

Tim is survived by his sons, 
Atticus Simon and William 
Thomas, their mother, Katy 
Armstrong, his parents, William 
and Carol (nee Dodd) Brown, of 
St. Ignace, MI, brother Thomas 
( Judy) Brown, of Port Charlotte, 
FL, aunt Mrs. David William-
son (Mary Jane nee Dodd), of 
Gaylordsville, CT, Mrs. David 
Van de Weg (Dephane) of LA, 
Lawrence P (Sophia Napoli-
tano) Brown of FL, Mrs. Har-
old Pope (Patricia) of FL, Mrs. 
Robert Hudson (Anne) of FL, 
Mrs. Morton Smith (Kay) of 
OH, Mrs. Richard Miller (Gay-
le) of MI, and Darryl Brown of 
MI; many cousins in CT, MI, 
FL, OH and LA. Tim is also 
survived by his nephew, Alex 
Brown, (USN), 3 nieces, Jessica 
Gourlay, of Venice, FL, Candice 
Zampella, and Kayla Katkin, of 
Port Charlotte, FL,  four grand-
nephews and a grandniece, all 
of FL.

Tim was predeceased by his 
Grandparents; Thomas J “Jack” 
(Frances nee Rosati) Dodd, of 
Gaylordsville, CT and Leo For-
rest (Ruth nee Johnston) Brown, 
of Saint Ignace, MI.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be sent to the Kent 
Center School Scholarship 
Fund,  PO Box  794  Kent, CT,  
06757. 

Timothy D. Brown

SALISBURY — Earl R. “Rob” 
Johnson Jr., 66, died at Serenity 
House, a hospice home in Santa 
Barbara, Calif., on Feb. 23, 2021, 
following a long illness.

He was the son of Earl R. and 
Laura H. Johnson of Lime Rock. 
He was born in Sharon on June 
11, 1954, and lived in Lime Rock 
for 26 years. He then moved to 
Santa Barbara, where he resided 
and worked as a member of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpen-
ters for Santa Barbara County 
for 40 years.

Rob was educated at Salis-

bury Central School and Oliver 
Wolcott Vocational & Technical 
High School in Torrington.

Rob is survived by his par-
ents, Earl R. and Laura Johnson 
of Lakeville; his brother, Eric 
Johnson of Sheffield; his sister, 
Elisa MacKendree of Baker, Fla.; 
and his niece, Arielle MacKend-
ree of Niceville, Fla.

Services will be held at a later 
date and will be private.

Rob is leaving a loving fam-
ily and a “family” of friends in 
Santa Barbara. He will be greatly 
missed by all.

Earl R. ‘Rob’ Johnson Jr. 

Despite COVID-19, the sap keeps on rolling

By CYNTHIA  

HOCHSWENDER

cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com

TRI-STATE REGION — 
Two of the Northwest Corner’s 
largest commercial maple syrup 
operations will not be sugaring 
this year because of COVID-19 
restrictions.

Smaller operations will con-
tinue to tap sap this year, how-
ever, so fresh, natural and pure 
maple syrup should still be read-
ily available for the 2021 season.

To say that there are “large 
commercial operations” in 
the region, really, is an exag-
geration. There are no massive 
producers on the scale of what 
one might find in Vermont, for 
example. 

An article in VermontBiz, 
an online magazine, compared 
production numbers by state for 
2020. Vermont produces more 
than half the maple syrup sold in 
the U.S., at about 2,220,000 gal-
lons from 6,150,000 taps in the 
maple trees. In the same year, 
Connecticut produced … well, 
the number is so low that it was 
listed as NA on the chart.

Connecticut is one of only 10 
U.S. states to even be included 
on the list. New York state is 
also on the list, producing an 
estimated 804,000 gallons last 
year from 2,800,000 taps.

Massachusetts’ numbers are 

closer to those for Connecticut 
— in the sense that the state gets 
an NA on all the indicators.

But really, trying to be sta-
tistical and talking about yield 
when it comes to maple syrup 
is just silly. Maple syrup is in 
essence one of those ethereal 
whimsical edibles that nature 
offers when it feels like it. Some-
times there is a lot of syrup. 
Sometimes there is not. 

It’s sap season now

For those who are new to the 
area, maple syrup season is in 
late February and early March. 
It offers the first glimpses of 
hope that winter (and worse, 
mud season) might eventually 
end. The sun is bright in the sky 
and the temperatures start to 
rise during the day. 

That sun and warmth are 
essential to the maple syrup 
process. In late winter, there is 
sweet sap inside the maple trees. 
The sap rises up through the 
trunk when the days are warm 
and sunny (40 degrees or more) 
and the nights are cold. 

Traditionally, the sap was 
collected in metal buckets that 
were attached to the three 
trunks. The outside of the tree 
was “tapped” with a metal spile 
or spigot. Hardy sugarers would 
go around and collect the sap-
filled buckets from the trees 
every day, sometimes ventur-
ing out into the “sugarbush” on 

snowshoes.
Most producers these days 

collect sap through long ex-
panses of blue tubing (which is 
cleaned each spring with the aid 
of cleansers and a pump). 

Leaves and debris and bugs 
are strained out of the sap, 
which is then taken to the sugar 
shack, where it is boiled down 
over a wood fire for hours un-
til most of it evaporates away, 
leaving a small amount of thick, 
amber sweetener. It takes about 
40 gallons of sap to make one 
gallon of syrup. 

It’s an arduous process, tru-
ly a labor of love. Once you’ve 
witnessed how much work it 
takes, you will never again won-
der why real, fresh syrup is so 
expensive. 

Maplefest is March 20

The Audubon Center in Sha-
ron offers an educational tour 
every year of its sugarbush, and 
the collection and boiling of sap 
in its sugar shack each year in 
March as part of its Maplefest. 

This year, because of CO-
VID-19, some sugaring will 
continue at the Route 4 nature 
center, but it will be very scaled 
down.

“We are just doing the maple 
trail, along our front lot,” said 
Education Program Manager 
Wendy Miller. “We will not be 
tapping any of the trees in our 
big sugarbush up on the hill, 
it’s really just for education 
purposes.” 

Visitors can come to the cen-
ter and walk the short trail that 
is steps away from the center’s 
entrance. There are signs up 
explaining the process. 

Maplefest will still be held 
this year, on Saturday, March 
20. 

“This year people must 
pre-register and sign up for a 
time slot,” Miller said. “We’re 
only allowing eight people in 
a group. Tours are every half 
hour between noon and 4 p.m., 
so there’s very limited capacity 
compared to our usual years, 
when we have as many as 20 
people in a group.”

When it comes to maple syr-
up, Miller said, there really is no 
longer such a thing as “normal” 
or “usual.”

“It’s very up and down each 
year now. Fifteen years ago we 
produced about 60 gallons but 
for the last several years it’s been 
more like 20 gallons. Two years 
ago we produced 90 gallons, and 
it was 15 gallons the year before. 
Last year I think we made be-
tween 50 and 60 gallons — but 
then everything shut down in 
the middle of the season because 
of COVID.”

There was no Maplefest 
last year. That’s the day when 
Audubon sells the most syrup 
— which means there is still 
plenty of syrup available for 
sale at Audubon (the syrup 
remains perfectly intact from 
year to year as long as it’s stored 
properly).

Someone will be outside the 
center on March 20 selling syr-
up; you can also order it by call-
ing Audubon at 860-364-0520.

Prices range from $4.95 for  
a 3/4 ounce small container to 
$24.95 for a quart. There are 
also decorative glass bottles at 
different prices; most are about 
$15.95.

Audubon will also host a 
“virtual” syrup program on Fri-
day, March 19, at 6 p.m. Betha-
ny Sheffer will give a broader 
overview of the history of maple 
sugaring, here and in other parts 
of the country. Sign up at www.
sharon.audubon.org/events/
maple-sugaring-connecticut-
sweet-evolution.

Great Mountain Forest

Another of the region’s major 
producers of maple syrup is the 
Great Mountain Forest, which is 
a working and teaching forest in 
Norfolk and Falls Village, Conn. 

Tamara Muruetagoiena, ex-
ecutive director at Great Moun-
tain Forest, said in a phone in-
terview with Lakeville Journal 
reporter Patrick L. Sullivan on 
Wednesday, Feb. 24, that GMF 
will not be making maple syrup 
this year.

She said there were two rea-
sons for the decision. 

The first is that GMF’s sugar 
shack operation is a community 

event, with school groups and 
others coming to watch. (Not 
to mention reporters suffering 
cabin fever.)

Muruetagoiena said inviting 
people into the steamy, close 
quarters of the sugar shack 
would be unwise in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Similarly, Muruetagoiena 
was concerned about the health 
of the employees, even without 
the public in play.

Ridgway Farm

Gordon Ridgway is the first 
selectman of Cornwall, but he’s 
also a full-time professional 
farmer, and another of the re-
gion’s major sugar producers. 
His production this year is not 
inhibited by COVID regulations 
because his operation doesn’t 
have an educational or public 
component. 

Ridgway told Lakeville Jour-
nal reporter Leila Hawken last 
week that he was ready to start 
collecting sap at any time. 

“It’s nice and cold and there 
is snow on the ground,” perfect 
conditions. “The worse the 
weather, the better the syrup.”  

Ridgway anticipates that this 
will be an abundant year — bet-
ter than last year, which was too 
warm.

Ridgway produces about 500 
to 600 gallons of syrup each 
year. He estimated that the farm 
has more than 2,000 trees, most 
of which are sugar maples. Ridg-
way Farm syrup can be found 
at about 20 retail outlets in the 
area, including Cornwall’s farm 
markets.

Tilly and Julian Strauss

Artist Tilly Strauss has been 
making syrup with her father, 
Julian, for many years on their 
farm in Amenia.  

“My pa, Julian Strauss, grew 
up on the farm and remembers 
clearly when the hillside was 
pasture with only a few large 
standing oaks and maples,” she 
said. “Now it’s mostly maple. 

“About 10 years ago he got a 
sawmill and was making lumber 
and the thought of extra fuel and 
a hillside of sugar maples made 
him agree to partner with his 
neighbor, Dennis Johnson, and 
tap a couple trees. It started with 
six trees! Now, with my pa re-
tired from his vet work, they tap 
about 20 acres.  

“It is a project of good times 
and education. When things are 
going smooth they have a good 
time, and when they aren’t going 
smooth, they have an education.

This year, she said, “We ex-
pect a good time!

“We just finished putting 
in about 1,100 taps and await a 
week of varying temperatures. 
I’m not sure how much will flow 
this week, but by the first week 
in March it should be flowing 
steady. 

“It looks like it will be a good 
season. The cool temperatures 
and plentiful snow gave the 
trees a good winter rest. We 
are starting a little later than 
last year, but the weather bodes 
well. Dennis has a sap app on his 
phone, which we watch every 
day.”

The Strauss family farm 
maple syrup is sold at McEn-
roe Organic in Millerton; at the 
sugar shack on Haight Road; 
and at Strauss’ website, www.
tillystudio.com.

“An 8 ounce bottle is $10 and 
the price goes down for mul-
tiples: two bottles for $18, three 
for $25. A case of 12 is $100. We 
have a flat-rate shipping price 
for a single bottle, a box of five 
and a box of 10. At the shack we 
have new 16 ounce bottles for 
$17, or a case of 12 for $170 (no 
shipping on this size).”

Other options

Lou Timolat and his son-in-
law, Eric Carlson, own and op-
erate the Falls Village Saw Mill 
on Route 7; on the side they also 
produce small batches of apple 
cider and maple syrup. 

The Mead family in North 
Canaan are major producers of 
local maple syrup, which can be 
purchased at several area gro-
cery stores and at Freund’s Farm 
Market in East Canaan. 

There are also many very 
small sugarers in the area, most 
of whom will be happy to sell a 
quart or two of their syrup, if 
asked politely.

ILLUSTRATION BY TILLY STRAUSS

Amenia’s Tilly Strauss and her father, Julian, 

are already collecting sap and boiling it into 

maple syrup. Strauss, an artist, has created a 

small ’zine of illustrations that show the sug-

aring process.
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BOE seats are open, 

could be the perfect fit

Do you ever wonder how to get involved 
with issues that are important to you, your 
family, your neighbors and your com-

munity — with how to take that first step? 
If the state of education is among your priori-

ties, this may be the perfect time to place one foot in 
front of the other, as our local Boards of Education 
(BOE) are holding elections come Tuesday, May 18. 

Qualified school district voters who are concerned 
with how local children are being educated; with how 
their tax dollars are being spent on educating those 
children; and/or with how much they’re being taxed 
to educate those children might just want to consider 
this: You can have a seat at the table — and a say in 
such matters — if you run for a seat on the BOE. 

Just this week, district offices in schools across the state 
have started distributing information packets with nomi-
nating petitions and other details for anyone who is con-
sidering becoming a candidate for his or her local BOE. 

The volunteer position does require a lot of time, energy 
and dedication — but with the coronavirus pandemic, a lot 
of people are finding they now have some extra time on 
their hands. Keep in mind: Candidates should have a true 
interest in seeing children develop academically, emotion-
ally and socially. They should also want to do everything 
possible to help students thrive while advancing through 
the ranks from elementary school to high school, until they 
ultimately take to the stage for that sheepskin diploma. 

Pine Plains Central School District (PPCSD) BOE 
President Chip Couse, who has served for 21 years 
and counting — making him tied as the third lon-
gest serving school board member in his district — 
spoke bluntly of what that moment means to him.

“Every June that I’ve been president of the board, I 
get to sit on the stage and hand out diplomas to gradu-
ating seniors,” he said. “There is no more rewarding 
moment than when that young adult smiles as he or 
she receives that diploma. For me, all the hours, all 
the frustration, all the reading becomes worthwhile in 
that instant! More generally, I am always impressed 
with the professionalism and caring of our staff at 
PPCSD. It’s contagious. I want to be part of that!”

That’s pretty impressive coming from a man who 
admits to spending 10 to 15 hours a week, if not more, 
volunteering his time to a position simply because 
he feels “a desire to contribute” to his community.

Schools boards fill important roles in our hometowns. 
Aside from developing the annual budget and present-
ing it to the community, which is voted on each year at 
the same time as the BOE elections; the board adopts and 
maintains district policies; hires and evaluates the su-
perintendent; ratifies collective bargaining agreements; 
maintains strong ethical standards; sets the direction of 
the school district to achieve the highest student per-
formance; provides rigorous accountability for student 
achievement results; and creates strategic partnerships 
with community stakeholders; among other tasks, accord-
ing to the New York State School Boards Association.

During the past year, as the world has struggled to deal 
with the new normal of the COVID-19 health crisis and 
New York students have been challenged to learn amid 
the pandemic, our Harlem Valley BOEs have been on their 
own learning curve. Yet they’re more essential now than 
ever as they make decisions about how to keep our chil-
dren educated while also keeping them healthy and safe. 

If those are they types of conversations you would like 
to be a part of, along with weighing in on how to man-
age your district’s buildings and maintenance funds; its 
academics and extra-curricular programs; whether to 
consider offering students options like an on-campus 
health clinic (as the Webutuck Central School District did 
this past year); when to approve staff salary increases; and 
so much more that impacts both our students’ education 
and our taxpayers’ pocketbooks, why not consider run-
ning for your Board of Education? It’s certainly gratifying. 
Just ask Mr. Couse, who, while taking a couple of periodic 
breaks during his 21-year tenure, keeps coming back for 
more, calling it a “rewarding and fulfilling” experience.

For details on what one can expect when serving on the 
school board, what is needed to run for the BOE and when 
nominating petitions are due back to district offices, read 
this week’s front page article by Editor Whitney Joseph.

Defeating COVID-19, 

one shot at a time

The New York State roll-
out of the COVID-19 vaccine is 
gaining local traction. My wife 
and I had our first Moderna 
injection on Saturday, Feb. 
27. The organization at the 
vaccination site in Amenia, at 
Sun River Healthcare at 3360 
Route 343, was well done and 
commendable. 

The side-after effects of the 
vaccine were minimal: I had a 
mildly sore injection site the 

following day, but otherwise 
experienced no adverse ef-
fects. My wife felt fine. A sec-
ond dose is scheduled for us 
in four weeks. 

I encourage all of you able-
bodied readers to receive your 
injections ASAP. Together we 
can defeat this foreign invader 
and protect one another. 

For those of you who are 
eligible for the vaccine, the 
Amenia clinic can be reached 
at 845-838-7038. There 
are other vaccination sites 
throughout Dutchess Coun-
ty; to learn where, go to www.
dutchessny.gov/Departments/
DBCH/COVID-19-Vaccine-
Information. To see if you’re 
eligible for the shots, go to 
www.covid19vaccine.health.
ny.gov.

Take care, stay safe and God 
bless you.  

Larry Conklin

Millerton

Editor’s note: Larry Conklin 
writes the monthly Veteran’s 
Corner column for The Miller-
ton News.

Do your part and get vaccinated

After a slow start, vaccination 
against COVID-19 is becoming 
increasingly available, and eligi-
bility for vaccination is gradually 
spreading. Unfortunately, many 
people are choosing not to be 
vaccinated. Not only does this 
deprive those persons of very 
valuable protection, it also does 
a real disservice to everyone in 
the community and the nation.

Some people refuse vac-
cination because they think it 
may not be effective. Yet stud-
ies on thousands of people have 
shown that the vaccines, which 
have been made available are ex-
tremely successful in prevent-
ing infection, and virtually 100% 
effective in preventing serious 
illness and death.

Other people worry that the 
vaccines may not be safe, because 

they were developed and made 
available remarkably quickly. 
But the speed was the result of an 
enormous effort. Safety was not 
compromised. Extensive trials 
established the vaccines’ safety 
before they were released, and, 
by now, millions of people have 
been vaccinated safely. Side ef-
fects, when they occur, are mild, 
and it is impossible to get infect-
ed from being vaccinated, since 
none of the vaccines contain any 
live virus.

Still other people refuse to 
be vaccinated because they fear 
a government plot to harm us. 
Not a shred of evidence of such 
a plot has been discovered, while 
COVID-19 harms all of us in a 
great many ways, both direct and 
indirect.

So far, COVID-19 has killed 

An explanation regarding WQQQ 103.3 FM’s changes

over half a million people in the 
United States, sickened millions 
more and caused incredible eco-
nomic and social damage. Un-
fortunately, the pandemic is far 
from over. The longer it lasts, not 
only will the number of people 
who are getting sick and dying 
from the existing forms of the 
virus keep increasing, but the 
more variants of the virus, pos-
sibly even deadlier, will appear.

It is critical that we bring this 
pandemic to an end as quickly 
as possible. Everyone who gets 
vaccinated not only is benefitting 
his or her own health, but also is 
helping to protect the health and 
lives of many others. Let’s all do 
our part!

Cavin P. Leeman, M.D.

Amenia

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the oppor-

tunity to communicate with 
WSHU Public Radio listeners 
saddened by our decision to 
cease broadcasting on WQQQ 
103.3FM (Sharon, Conn.). We 
have heard from passionate lis-
teners dismayed by the news. 

For nine years, we pro-
grammed WQQQ 103.3FM 
via a contract with the station 
owner, under which we paid to 
provide programs to Litchfield 
and Dutchess Counties. It was 
no longer sustainable for us to 
continue.  

I am sorry if this caught you 
by surprise. WSHU communi-
cated broadly and proactively to 
our WQQQ friends. Beginning 
in September 2020, we sent 
many emails, newsletters and 
letters announcing the change; 
during our last week we ran on-
air announcements. The infor-
mation has also been online, at 

www.wshu.org/wqqq.
Like many nonprofits, we 

operate with razor-thin mar-
gins and a very lean staff. I was 
brought on as station manager 
as part of a planned executive 
transition to follow the found-
ing general manager. I was 
tasked with rebuilding staff 
capacity, increasing fundrais-
ing and creating a sustainable 
business model. As I took over 
WSHU’s budgeting daily opera-
tions, we were hit by a global 
pandemic, a volatile economy 
and a very uncertain future. 

Many of you asked: Why not 
fundraise more? We already 
fundraise on the air four times 
a year — for about 10 days each 
time — and solicit donations 
via direct mail throughout the 
year. We receive over 60% of 
our funding from donations. 
We receive 34% of our funding 
from corporate underwriting 
and special events. The re-

maining 6% comes from the 
Corporation for Public Broad-
casting. 

The impact of the pandemic 
left us with a large deficit at the 
end of fiscal year 2020 in July. It 
was imperative that we started 
FY21 with a balanced budget, 
while there was no end in sight 
for the pandemic or the erratic 
economy. 

The goal of any nonprofit is 
to identify a sustainable busi-
ness model that matches the 
philanthropic support avail-
able in the current economic 
climate. That is why we created 
the FY21 budget assuming a 
20% drop in revenue across the 
board. In order to create a bal-
anced budget, we had to reduce 
our expenses by $800,000. We 
did this by cutting WQQQ, cut-
ting staff members’ salaries up 
to 15% and not replacing staff 
who had left the station prior 
to the pandemic. We went from 

a budget of $5.4M to $4.8M, 
and from a lean staff to an even 
leaner one.

These measures ensured the 
survival of the station. I can 
report seven months into our 
fiscal year we are breaking even. 
If we had not made drastic cuts, 
we would now be swimming in 
an exceptionally large deficit on 
top of the deficit incurred at the 
end of last year. 

I recognize that this does not 
bring back your favorite pro-
grams on WQQQ. 

However, you can continue 
to hear WSHU’s programming 
on our website, our app or via 
a smart speaker. Information is 
at www.wshu.org/wqqq.

Reach me at rdael@ex.wshu.
org with additional questions. 
Thank you, and warm regards. 

Rima Dael

WSHU General Manager
Fairfield, Conn.

Biden administration and the Washington two-step

The geopolitical questions 
arising in President Joe 
Biden’s new government 

administration are complicated 
because successive administra-
tions have replaced section heads 
of the so-called Civil Service with 
political appointees. 

For example, when former 
President George Bush Jr. took 
over, his vice president, Dick 
Cheney, appointed 25,000 new 
managers and heads of depart-
ments. Many of those are there 
still. If they proved too politi-
cal, former President Barack 
Obama’s folks — especially 
for those they could not fire — 
moved them to outposts where 
they could do less harm. 

When former President Don-
ald Trump took over, Republi-
can Senator Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, the Senate minor-
ity leader and former majority 
leader, swept away 15,000 or so 
Obama appointees and Trump 
further got rid of whole depart-
ments (for example the pandem-
ic teams already in place). The 
wholesale carnage in the Justice 
Department under William Barr 
at Trump’s urging was like a Val-
entine’s Day Massacre. Similarly, 
Trump’s Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo gutted career diplomats 
in favor of his ruling by edict — 
leaving behind second and third 
tier people who are, mostly, apo-
litical but always kept out of the 
know.

Biden’s first 100 days has 

been marked with evaluations 
of who should stay and who must 
go — and you can be sure top 
of that list are unqualified ap-
pointees put in place solely for 
cash received and/or to spike the 
election results. Even Mitch Mc-
Connell can’t argue much about 
those removals. 

But you can be sure he’ll fight 
for many he sees as his personal 
informants and obstructionists 
as he continues his policy of “my 
way or not at all.”

You can imagine, for example, 
a discussion between Biden and 
the new Secretary of State  Anto-
ny Blinken. Here’s how I imagine 
such a conversation:

Blinken: “I am not sure what 
is the situation is with Crimea…”

Biden: “Why not?”
Blinken: “I can’t be sure be-

cause the State Department 
always keeps everything from 
everybody and under Pompeo; 
there are no mid-level career 
diplomats who were even kept 
informed of what he was doing.”

Biden: “So, what were they 
keeping from us?”

Blinken: “I don’t know.”
Biden: “So, is there anyone 

over there who does know?”
Blinken: “Let me clarify the 

question. You are asking who 
in the State Department would 
know what it is that you don’t 
know and I don’t know, but 
Pompeo’s people do or did know, 
but, whoever they are, they want 
to keep that from you so that they 
know and you don’t know… so, 
in essence all we know is that 
there is likely something you 

want to know and someone may 
know but we don’t know who 
or what to ask in the first place.”

It’s a dance that civil servants 
and public servants at all levels 
recognize and abhor.

Writer Peter Riva, a former resi-
dent of Amenia Union, now resides 
in New Mexico.

Send letters to editor@ 

millertonnews.com

The letters deadline is 

10 a.m. each Monday.

PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK

Dreaming of Spring …
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. One of Noah’s sons
 5. Openings
11. Rising from the dead
14. Expressions for humorous 

effect
15. North American country
18. Flowed over
19. Tags
21. Long-lasting light bulb
23. Off-Broadway theater award
24. Khoikhoi peoples
28. Beloved movie pig
29. South Dakota
30. Tai language
32. Get free of
33. Affl ict
35. Transmits genetic 

information from DNA
36. Commercials
39. Digits
41. Expression of sympathy
42. Bleats
44. Swiss Nobel Peace Prize 

winner
46. Vegetable
47. Turf
49. Disorganized in character
52. Takes
56. Rules over
58. More fervid
60. Sweet drink
62. Cry loudly
63. A friendly nation

CLUES DOWN
 1. A title of respect in India
 2. His and __
 3. Employee stock ownership 

plan
 4. A type of bond (abbr.)
 5. Acting as if you are
 6. Affi rmative
 7. Not caps
 8. Type of medication
 9. Monetary unit
10. Private school in New York
12. Small stream
13. A person of wealth
16. Exclude
17. Someone who vouches for 

you
20. Vegetable part
22. Gov’t lawyer
25. Term to address a woman
26. Swiss river

27. About senator
29. __ Paulo, city
31. Native American tribe
34. “Titanic” actor
36. Campaign for students’ rights 

(abbr.)
37. Capital of Senegal
38. Slang for military leader
40. Football’s big game
43. Women who threw 

themselves on funeral pyres
45. Equally
48. Forest animal
50. Heavy stoves
51. Releasing hormone (abbr.)
53. Song
54. Type of pickle

Feb. 25 Solution

Feb. 25 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

55. Offer in return for 
money

57. Soviet Socialist Republic
58. Burns wood (abbr.)
59. Beloved singer Charles
61. Three-toed sloth

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Callie McGuire showed her digital artwork, “Close Up in Nature,” which is up for the 

American Vision Award. Callie is an 11th-grade student at Millbrook High School and 

her art is among the many works on display virtually as part of this year’s competition.

Scholastic art competition goes virtual for 2021

Millbrook Blazer nominated for American Vision Award

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — It seems 
like everything that happens 
lately is done virtually, and the 
Scholastic Art Awards are no 
different. The awards program, 
first implemented in 1919, is a 
visual arts competition open 
to students in grades seven 
through 12; it is a national com-
petition. There is also a portion 
of the program devoted to lit-
erature. 

This program looks to iden-
tify students with exceptional 
artistic talent. The Millbrook 
Central School District is part 
of the Hudson Valley Art region. 
The awards allow students the 
opportunity for recognition, 
scholarships and the chance 
to publicly exhibit their work. 
Silver and gold medalists also 
get to show their work at the 
Rotunda at SUNY New Paltz, 
but this year there was a virtual 
showing instead due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.  

Gold Key winners will have 
their work judged nationally. 
That can lead to a national med-
al and their art being shown in a 
national exhibition. That com-

petition originated in 1929, and 
some very prestigious scholars 
have competed over the years, 
including Andy Warhol, Ken 
Burns and Robert Redford.

Millbrook art teachers Jillian 
Barnes and Michelle Cring were 
proud to announce that 11th-
grader Callie McGuire’s 
digital artwork, “Close Up in 
Nature,”  was nominated for 
the  American Vision Award. 
Thousands of pieces were sub-
mitted in the region, and Mc-
Guire’s was one of only five 
to be selected as an American 
Vision Award nominee. It will 
be on exhibit until Wednesday, 
March 17, when the winner will 
be announced. 

Other Gold Key winners 
from the Millbrook district 
were Alexis Anderson, grade 
12; Madeline Marchant, grade 
11; and Brennan McGuire, grade 
eight. Silver Key winners were 
Callie McGuire, grade 11; Anna 
Bonelli, grade 10; and Madison 
Krueger, grade eight. There was 
a virtual ceremony on Friday, 
Feb. 5 for the winners. All of 
their artwork can be viewed 
at www.barnesart.weebly.
com/scholastic. The artwork 
is listed in many different cat-

egories: painting; drawing and 
illustration; digital art; sculp-
ture; fashion; glass and ceram-
ics; cartoons; and several others. 

Callie has studied at the Art 
Effect in Poughkeepsie, and will 
be looking at colleges, maybe 
applying for an art scholarship. 
She enjoys working in more 
than one medium, and especial-
ly likes working with colored 
pencils. Her subjects vary, but 
she really likes doing portraits 
and drawing animals. 

Her brother, Brennan, who 
is in eighth grade, also won a 
Silver Key award with his pho-
tography, for a piece entitled, 
“Balance.”     

Asked if artistic ability runs 
in her family, Callie mentioned 
that her grandparents were into 
crafts, and they were very close 
to each other. They moved to 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., two years 
ago, and she recently lost her 
grandmother to COVID-19. 

Callie said she knows that art 
is definitely in her future and 
she will be choosing some type 
of art as her major in college; 
she’ll look into studio art, art 
therapy or possibly illustration.

Callie is also accomplished in 
sports, and plays on the Varsity 

Volleyball team at Millbrook 
High School; she started play-
ing in seventh grade. She likes 
English, but math, not so much.

Over the summer Callie 
brightened the days of many 
of her neighbors during the 
pandemic by doing paintings 

on sea shells and leaving them 
in people’s mailboxes while out 
riding on her bicycle.

The Millbrook Central 
School District said it is proud 
of all those who entered the 
art competition and congratu-
lated those who won Gold or 

Silver Keys. It noted those who 
earned honorable mentions: 
Isabelle Rubbo, Sadie Krueger 
and Devin Jarvis. 

Teachers Barnes and Cring 
said they were very pleased with 
the efforts of their students, and 
are very proud of them all.

Sports programs reopening, technology update discussed by BOE

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The regu-
lar Board of Education (BOE) 
meeting of the Millbrook Cen-
tral School District (MCSD) 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 26, ad-
dressed athletics, technology, 
next year’s budget and myriad 
other issues. After voting to 
approve the consent agenda 
items, the board discussed and 
voted on a number of items on 
its agenda, all discussed below.

The BOE president and the 
district clerk executed a con-
tract between the MCSD and 
the Wappingers Central School 
District for health services for 
approximately 11 resident stu-
dents of the MCSD attending 

non-public schools in the Wap-
pingers district, in the aggregate 
amount of $8,950.92 from Sep-
tember 2020 through June 2021.

A resignation was accepted 
from Kirsten Calkins as in-
structional technician special-
ist, effective Feb. 8 of this year.

The following people were 
approved for data analysis coor-
dinators for a stipend of $1,000 
each and for compliance support 
for a stipend of $525 each, for 
the 2020-21 school year: Dana 
Bo at Millbrook Middle School, 
Samantha Bopp at Elm Drive 
Elementary School, Brittney 
Hillman at Millbrook High 
School, Brittney Hillman in the 
District Office, Tonya Pulver at 
Alden Place Elementary School; 
Paige Emerson was approved at 

$4,000 for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Approved for co-curricular 
appointments as Elm Drive El-
ementary School yearbook co-
advisors were Kelly Eaton and 
Joann Hobson, at $537.60 each.

The BOE awarded an up-
graded contract to J&J Sass 
Electric, Inc. with an increase 
in work and an added $26,512. 

A technology update was 
given by Director of Technol-
ogy and Data Services Elliot 
Garcia. He reported that there 
were 850 students and 250 staff 
currently in hybrid and remote 
instruction at the time. Among 
semester services, the wireless 
services were expanded. 

Athletic Director Al Ham-
mell reported on the current 

state of sports in schools. He 
discussed winter and spring 
athletic programs and the time-
table by which the state has ap-
proved low and high risk sports.

There was a discussion of 
the pros and cons of reopening 
in-person athletic programs, 
and where Governor Andrew 
Cuomo weighed in on the issue. 
Although a vote wasn’t taken 
by the BOE, the pros seemed 
to outweigh the cons, said the 
board, including physical ac-
tivity, mental wellness and hu-
man interaction along with the 
benefits of competition and the 
possibility that sports might in-
crease an interest in academics.  

At a special meeting held 
on Sunday, Jan. 31, the BOE  
approved allowing in-person 
sports programs to begin. The 
vote was six to one in favor of  
student participation in “high 
risk” winter sports, subject to 
strict adherence to the state’s 
safety guidelines and proto-
cols during the coronavirus 
pandemic, as well as the rules 
of Section 9. 

At the same meeting, a vote 
was taken to appoint coaches. 

Darin Daly was appointed 
the varsity boys basketball 
coach; Mike Sinon was named 
the JV boys basketball coach; 
Adam Peek was appointed the 

varsity girls basketball coach;  
Adam Peak was named the 
varsity girls basketball coach 
and Dawn Harkenrider was ap-
pointed the JV girls basketball 
coach.

Board of Education meet-
ings are available to the public 
via YouTube; go to the district 
website at www.millbrookcsd.
org. Archived minutes are also 
available via  YouTube and can 
be found on the website, with 
links to some of the school 
board’s presentations. Ques-
tions for the school board may 
be submitted prior to its meet-
ings, go to its website for fur-
ther instructions.

NEW YORK STATE  

POLICE REPORT

The following information was 
provided by the New York State 
Police (NYSP) Troop K Headquar-
ters in Salt Point. All suspects are 
considered innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Drug arrest

On Jan. 25 the NYSP from 
the Livingston barracks arrested 
Michael S. Owens, age 36, of 
The Bronx, for two counts of 
Criminal Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance in the 3rd de-
gree, a class B felony, Criminal 
Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance in the 4th degree, a class 
C felony, and Criminal Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance 
in the 5th degree with intent to 
sell, a class D felony.

At approximately 4:50 p.m., 
Troopers conducted a traf-
fic stop of a 2008 Mercury 
Mariner for a violation of the 
vehicle and traffic law on the 
Taconic State Parkway in the 
town of Gallatin. An investiga-
tion determined Owens was in 
possession of approximately 

100 grams of cocaine, and 5.5 
grams of 3.4-Methylenedioxy 
methamphetamine, commonly 
known as ecstasy.

Owens was arraigned before 
the town of Claverack Court 
and remanded to the Colum-
bia County Jail without bail. 
He appeared before the town 
of Gallatin Court on Jan. 28, at 
10 a.m.
Falsely reporting a handgun

On Jan. 8, the NYSP from the 
Poughkeepsie barracks arrested 
Kyle Ropeter, age 21, of Wilton, 
N.Y., for Falsely Reporting an 
Incident, a class A misdemeanor.

On Dec. 13, 2020, Troopers 
responded to Bulls Head Road 
in the town of Stanford for a 
report of a subject with a hand-
gun displayed. An investigation 
determined Ropeter falsely re-
ported the incident to Dutchess 
County 911.

Ropeter was issued an ap-
pearance ticket returnable to 
the town of Stanford Court on 
Feb. 24, at 4 p.m.

Town clerk 

January ‘21 

update

WASHINGTON — The 
Washington Town Board met 
on Thursday, Feb. 11, via Zoom 
at 6 p.m. due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. For full coverage of 
that meeting, which was report-
ed on in the Feb. 25 issue of The 
Millerton News, go to www.tri-
cornernews.com.

In addition to the appoint-
ment of Joe Rochfort to fill the 
rest of this year’s term for the 
late town Councilman Al De 
Bonis and the announcement of 
the Feb. 25 special meeting for 
the Migdale/Janet’s Farm, LLC 
application to develop a luxury 
resort, development and spa (for 
more on that story, see this week’s 
front page), department reports 
were also given, including from 
Town Clerk Mary Alex, on Feb. 11. 

Alex reported on tax collec-
tions for January, which were 
paid to the supervisor. She also 
reported on the preparation of a 
number of reports to New York 
State and other departments.

Alex said she is working with 
the staff to update municipal 
websites and make a number 
of necessary revisions as well as 
working with the Zoning Board 
of Appeals (ZBA) on some revised 
applications. A ZBA meeting was 
requested for Thursday, March 4, 
at 10 a.m. to discuss certain zon-
ing concerns.

Bid documents for the town’s  
generator project were planned 
to be posted by Wednesday, Feb. 
24. The project includes acquir-
ing and installing generators for 
the Town Hall and the Highway 
Garage.

The next regular Town Board 
meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 11, at 6 p.m. Check the 
town’s website, www.washing-
tonny.org, for details and a link 
to the meeting.

— Judith O’Hara Balfe

MILLBROOK IN BRIEF
2021 virtual Hudson River Data Jam

The Hudson River Data 
Jam is back, and as in 2020, it 
will again be 100% virtual due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Erin Frick, of the Cary In-
stitute of Ecosystem Studies, 
announced on Tuesday, Feb. 
16, that the science compe-
tition is open to students in 
grades  six through 12, who 
can register and learn more 
about the about the Data Jam 
competition, its rules, avail-
able help and cash prizes with 
their families through a series 
of webinars. 

Working alone or with 
family members, the goal is 

to creatively share Hudson 
River science stories through 
song, poetry,  video, painting, 
mural, a book or through any 
other creative presentation 
your imagination can dream 
up. Students in lower grades 
can compete in the family 
category. 

Registration is due by Fri-
day, April 16; projects are due 
by Friday, April 30; and the 
Data Jam Expo and Awards 
Ceremony will be held via 
Zoom on Friday, May 21,  
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

For more information, go 
to www.caryinstitute.org.
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wealth can provide; when the 
couple divorced in 1953, Miller 
remained there until his death 
in 1983.

In 2000, the Wildenstein 
family, who made their bil-
lions in the arts, discovered  the 
Migdale estate in terrible disre-
pair, and bought it under their 
business’ name of Everest Polo 
Stables for $5.2 million, spend-
ing $50 million in renovations 
and then $14 million to acquire 
another 175 acres. In 2020, they 
offered it for sale at $14 million 
with 200 acres, or $20 million 
with an extra 150 acres.

In early 2020, Guidara, a 
well-known restaurateur based 
in New York City (who has won 
the James Beard Award for Best 
Service in America and the 50 
Best Award for Best Hospitality 
in the World), dissolved his part-
nership with chef Daniel Humm. 
The two men had co-founded 
Make it Nice Hospitality, a pre-
mier restaurant group including 
the three Michelin starred and 
number-one rated restaurant 
in the world, Eleven Madison 
Park, NoMad (NYC, LA, LV) and 
Made Nice. Guidara and his wife 
went to their home in Kingston, 
and while there, decided they 
didn’t want to return to the city. 
Instead, he envisioned a differ-
ent future for them and their 
unborn baby. While looking for 

places carry out their next phase 
of life, he said he fell in love 
with Millbrook, and dreamed 
up plans for Second Mountain.

In a presentation to the Town 
of Washington Planning Board 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2, Guidara 
shared his vision for Second 
Mountain. It will be modeled 
after the world’s great resort 
destinations as a world-class 
getaway in the Hudson Valley. 
He sees it being a top resort, just 
a short drive from New York 
City; he described it as “casual 
but luxurious.” 

The central castle building 
and other buildings can accom-
modate 27 rooms and suites; 
new cabins and cottages will 
add 39 rooms and there will be 
11 luxury seasonal tents. The plan 
includes condos. Then 23 rental 
pool units, a greenhouse, a spa, 
tennis courts and an indoor pool 
will also be added, along with 
hiking trails. Of course, there 
will be restaurants, two, to be 
exact (one formal and one ca-
sual). The project will be done 
incrementally. 

Challenges

One problem is that the area 
where Migdale is located is cur-
rently zoned RR-10, or Rural 
Residential, so Guidara and his 
attorneys are petitioning for a 
zoning amendment and for a 
Zoning Overlay District desig-

nation to be approved for the 
property. 

At a Feb. 11 Town Board 
meeting where the Migdale 
project was discussed briefly, 
one agenda item was a request 
from Guidara’s attorney, Neil 
Wilson of Mackey, Butts & Wise, 
LLP, for a special meeting to be 
held to introduce the develop-
ment’s overall concept plan  and 
to commence the mandated 
State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA) process, 
to name the Town Board as the 
lead agency in the project re-
view. That was done. 

Remaining transparent

The Town Board announced 
a special Feb. 25 daytime meet-
ing in multiple places, includ-
ing this newspaper; Town Clerk 
Mary Alex also published the an-
nouncement and the link on the 
town website. The meeting was 
held on via Zoom. 

At that meeting, Guidara gave 
an impassioned account of who 
he is and why he wants permis-
sion to carry out his plans. More 
than 200 people Zoomed in, 
mid-day, mid-week, showing 
just how important this project 
is to the town and the village. 

Project details

Guidara addressed some of  
the questions utmost in people’s 
minds; and yes, he has plans to 
install more wells to provide 

water and he also has a plan for 
sewage treatment. Both entranc-
es to the property will be off of 
Route 44, addressing the ques-
tion of how much the project 
will impact traffic and if other 
roads will be impacted.

The applicant also mentioned 
that he plans to use local work-
ers, local services, local materi-
als; he even mentioned several 
businesses by name. He said that 
he will also use locally grown 
and sourced food, farm products 
and beverages at his restaurants, 
so yes, local businesses will reap 
some benefits. 

When the resort is up and 
running, he said it will provide 
about 150 jobs for local work-
ers. He said he will also try to 
create relationships with other 
destinations and send his guests 
to local wineries and other 
sites in the region like Innisfree 
Garden, Orvis Sandanona and 
Dia:Beacon, just to name a few. 

Community reaction

A number of people who 
commented on the proposal 
expressed fears that such a big 
undertaking could change the 
face of Millbrook forever, some 
said they are worried about the 
impact it could have on the local 
infrastructure while others said 
they think it could damage local 
businesses. Yet there were a few 
who supported the plan and said 

the project just might turn out to 
help prop up the local economy 
and boost area businesses, as 
well as create more housing and 
increase the tax base.

Town Supervisor Gary Ci-
ferri remarked that the applica-
tion is relatively new, and that 
contrary to some thinking, noth-
ing is being pushed through or 
done in secret. 

“The Town Board and I  back 
this project 100%,” he said. “Mill-
brook needs it, the town needs 
it. It will bring jobs, it will bring 
tax  revenue, sales tax, hotel tax 
and it will bring people into 
the village, helping businesses 
and the community. We will do 
everything we can to support 
him. When it gets to the Plan-
ning Board, everyone will have 
a chance to comment.”

Resident Al Yoon questioned 
if the project fits into the town’s 
master plan, which recommends 
Millbrook remain rural. He said 
maintaining that perception is 
key.

“Will [Guidara’s] idea of bu-
colic charm may be very dif-
ferent than the community’s,” 
said Yoon. “Environmental and 
traffic impact will be extremely 
important. The idea of pre-
serving an historic property for 
public use isn’t a bad thing, it’s 
the scope of the project that’s 
disturbing.”

“I was very surprised the 
Town Board called a special 
noontime meeting in between its 
regular monthly board meetings 
and declared itself lead agency 
for the Janet’s Farm [Migdale] 
developer’s request to change 
the town zoning code to allow 
him to build a commercial re-
sort on 352 acres in a part of 
the town that is zoned for 10 
acre lots and above to be used 
for low density residential or 
agricultural related purposes,” 
said resident Howard Schuman. 
“During the formation of our 
present comprehensive plan, the 
community was mailed a list of 
66 survey questions to answer, 
based on what they thought was 
important for the town now and 
in the future. One of the ques-
tions asked about expanding 
land for commercial uses in the 
town. Only 7% of the responders 
thought that was a good idea. 

“Changing our zoning code 
to create a new, large commer-
cial area in the town is a very 
big deal, and could have far-
reaching unforeseen, perhaps 
undesired, consequences,” he 
added. “It seems like it should 
only be done at such time as the 
community at large expresses 
an overwhelming demand to al-
low a substantive change of this 
nature to be made. And that has 
not happened yet.” 

ruary. Along with developing a 
community profile for the proj-
ect and visions and goals, she 
said they picked six projects to 
benefit Copake the most in the 
coming years with the best odds 
of getting funding. 

Through each project, she 
said the PAC will be working on 
strengthening partnerships with 
state and municipal agencies, 
public and private foundations 
and organizations, residents and 
property owners. At this time, 
they aim to finish the plan by 
Wednesday, March 31.

River Street Planning Prin-
cipal Margaret Irwin explained 
the goal is to create a unified 
Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
that not only considers recent 
town strategies, but also draws 
from dozens of recommended 
projects and programs and re-
flects current community in-
put. She said they’ve tried to 
highlight six projects with the 
best odds of benefiting people, 
leveraging partnerships and se-
curings [sic.], particularly when 
considering how the COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted “grant 
making.” These six projects, she 

said, will serve as catalysts for 
accelerating community health 
and quality of life; they will also 
build equity and forge collabo-
ration, and are vision-driven.

From the town’s rare aquatic 
and terrestrial biodiversity to 
the premium COVID-19 has 
placed on outdoor recreation 
to the town’s need to build a 
track record of securing and 
managing grants and forming 
partnerships with property 
owners, Irwin outlined some 
of the respective opportunities 
and challenges that have been 
uncovered so far in the plan. She 
then guided those at the work-
shop through the community 
profiles among Copake’s wa-
terways, hamlets and environ-
ments and how they fit in the 
revitalization plan.

Given how much of the 
town’s story is heavily influ-
enced by its water bodies, Ir-
win said the Copake Waterfront 
Revitalization goals will focus 
on increasing passive and active 
waterway access for the com-
munity; conserving Copake’s 
biodiversity, scenic beauty, envi-
ronment and heritage; adapting 

to change and fostering resilient 
waterways and landscapes; and 
creating virtual and physical 
linkages between the hamlets. 
For each goal, Irwin said there 
are 60 total projects; they plan 
to focus on six of those projects.

Outlining the plan’s catalyst 
projects, Irwin said the first 
project would focus on develop-
ing the Roeliff Jansen Commu-
nity Library Waterfront Park, a 
multi-use gathering area along 
the Roe Jan Creek off Route 22. 

As the Taconic State Park 
Master Plan includes projects to 
expand fishing, the next catalyst 
project would focus on acces-
sible community fishing. 

Other catalyst projects in-
clude environmental education 
and climate stewardship for Co-
pake, wayfinding and interpre-
tative signage, a family-friendly 
bicycling brand and the devel-
opment of the Town of Copake 
Trails, Paths & Parks Plan.

Look for Part II of the Co-
pake Waterfront & Community 
Revitalization Plan, focused on 
the community’s response to the 
proposed plan, in next week’s Mil-
lerton News.

The theater was listed last 
November with Select Sotheby’s 
Realty with an asking price of 
$1,195,000. Eleven potential pur-
chasers surfaced quickly, most of 
them with roots in the arts, all of 
them clearly looking to continue 
and enhance the Moviehouse 
model. 

Sadlon said she would have 
been pleased to sell to any of 
them. But she is most pleased, of 
course, with the successful bid-
ders, David Maltby and Chelsea 
Altman, who became the official 
owners of The Moviehouse two 
weeks ago on Friday, Feb. 19. 

In the announcement of the 
sale (released on Thursday, Feb. 
25), Sadlon said, “When I made 
the decision to find new lead-
ership for The Moviehouse, I 
looked for people who shared 
our passion and enthusiasm for 
the cinema, art and community. 

“It was a heartwarming jour-
ney as 11 suitors stepped up want-
ing to take The Moviehouse for-
ward,” she added. “I feel confident 
that David and Chelsea are the 
right choices, they are brilliant, 
creative people, skilled and suc-
cessful in their current endeavors, 
with deep-seated ties to the com-
munity and enthusiasm for the 
future of cinema arts.” 

A lifelong link 

to The Moviehouse

Maltby and Altman were 
upbeat and lowkey when they 
turned up at the theater for an 
interview on Feb. 25. The theater 
was dark; there were still boxes 
of candy in the concession stand, 
relics from last spring. Who knew 

then that because of COVID-19 
the theater would still be closed 
a year later. 

We sat upstairs in the gallery 
area of the theater on the wire 
Bertoia-style chairs and talked 
about their past and The Mov-
iehouse’s future.

David Maltby has been a part-
time resident of Lakeville, Conn., 
since he was a child (he is now 52). 
He is the son of Barbara Maltby, a 
well-known presence in the area, 
in particular thanks to her work 
as medical ethicist for Sharon 
Hospital.

A less known side of her re-
sume is the 20 years she spent 
working with Robert Redford, 
producing films including “A 
River Runs Through It” and “The 
American President.”

His father, Richard Maltby Jr., 
has been involved in various ways 
with some of the most famous 
musicals of the last century, in-
cluding “Miss Saigon,” for which 
he was a co-lyricist.

Describing his own life and 
work, David Maltby (who now 
lives in Lakeville full time and 
has children in school here) said 
he has said several careers but 
is most recently the owner of a 
“boutique” real estate firm, the 
Empire Square Group. 

With his family background 
in entertainment and his experi-
ence in real estate, he is perhaps 
the perfect owner for The Movie-
house, able to carry on the legacy 
of the Sadlons from an artistic 
point of view but also able to 
understand the complexities of 
renovating and upgrading (and 

yes, adding an elevator to) a very 
old building on a very small lot 
in the center of a crowded vil-
lage on the side of a road that is 
often rattled by the large trucks 
that pass by.

His partner in life and in this 
new venture is Chelsea Altman, 
48. The couple has been together 
for seven years and they own a 
restaurant in Bushwick, N.Y., 
called Birdy’s. 

Altman has opened about a 
half dozen restaurants and bars 
in Brooklyn on her own as well, 
following a career as an actress 
with parts on stage and in films.

Adding a lounge vibe

While of course the dining and 
drinking part of owning restau-
rants is important to her, what 
Altman cares about most is the 
experience of taking an evening 
out and building community ties.

She and Maltby want most of 
all to honor the history and tradi-
tions of The Moviehouse, with 
a mix of fine independent films, 
mainstream top titles and cultural 
events such as National Theater 
Productions and live broadcasts 
of opera.

Maltby has a built-in under-
standing of what The Movie-
house is; he’s been going to films 
there literally since it opened in 
May 1978. (His parents purchased 
their home here in 1972.)

But also, he says, and he’s kind 
of kidding but he really isn’t, “My 
mother, Barbara, is kind of the 
archetypal audience member, the 
ultimate Moviehouse customer,” 
a culturally sophisticated con-
sumer of contemporary media 

with wide-ranging interests.
The Tri-state region is famous 

of course for having a preponder-
ance of retirees. With the COV-
ID-19 quarantine, however, there 
has been an influx of younger 
folks, some with families, some 
still searching for the right person 
to settle down with. 

Altman and Maltby want to 
serve the existing customer base 
by continuing The Moviehouse 
traditions. Carol Sadlon will 
definitely work with them in the 
coming weeks, and the new own-
ers anticipate that they will turn 
to her for guidance.

“We are hoping that some of 
her magic will rub off on us,” 
Maltby said.

But they also want to expand 
out, make the theater more at-
tractive to a younger audience 
and create more of an evening 
“experience.”

“We want to be able to offer 
people more of a Night Out,” Alt-
man said. 

They also plan to continue of-
fering cinema “events,” calling on 
some of the many people in the 
area who work in all parts of the 
entertainment industry. 

The partners plan to expand 
the second floor of the theater 
and the cozy screening room, 
and perhaps open a bar and of-
fer space for events and private 
parties. Perhaps there will be 
screenings of film classics and 
cult favorites.

Opening dates  

and elevators

At this point, the new owners 
hope that The Moviehouse will 
open to the public again in spring. 
The cinema originally opened on 
Memorial Day weekend in 1978, 
and Maltby feels there would be a 
nice synergy if all the renovations 
this year could be completed by 
the end of May.

Both Altman and Maltby are 
experienced at renovating and 
working with existing properties 
and understand there are often 
hidden surprises when you open 
the walls of historic structures. 

They know that it can be a chal-
lenge to safely add an elevator. 

“It’s an old building,” Altman 
said. “There’s a lot you need to 
do to make it a safely operating 
elevator.”

They are committed to fig-
uring out how to make it work, 
and will be aided in the process 
by Maltby’s lifelong friend, the ar-
chitect John Allee, whose office is 
nearby, in the village of Millerton.

“I would hate for someone 
not to be able to watch a movie 
because it’s on the second floor,” 
Maltby said.

Carol Sadlon stressed her 
“gratitude to the people who con-
tributed to the elevator fund… I 
want people to know that the only 
reason we stopped raising money 
was that Robert got sick. We put 
it on pause. I had that money in 
a separate account and 100% of 
what was raised we turned over 
to David.”

The $45,000 that was raised 
was not enough money in the 
fund to get the elevator built, she 
said, but Maltby has vowed to get 
the project done.

Sadlon expressed confidence 
in the new generation of Movie-
house owners. She chose Maltby 
and Altman from among the sev-
eral interested parties who had 
approached her.

“I’m grateful to have had the 
experience of meeting those peo-
ple who wanted to acquire The 
Moviehouse and who understood 

the value of it to the community.”
She would not say what the 

sale price was for the theater, but 
indicated that she did not have to 
reduce the listing price.

Enthusiasm for  

the next generation

Of the choice of the new own-
ers, she said, “I really like David 
and Chelsea. They have deep 
roots in this community. The 
Maltby family is well-known 
here. David grew up around 
people in the film business.

“And he and Chelsea had that 
enthusiasm and drive; I knew they 
were going to make it happen, I 
could tell they were going to im-
prove it without doing something 
too radically different.”

She confirmed that she will 
work with the new owners for 
at least a month, and “guide them 
through the Virtual Cinema so 
that doesn’t have to go dark. But 
ultimately it’s going to be up to 
them to decide where they want 
to take it in terms of program-
ming.”

While artistic decisions will 
evolve over time, one thing that 
Altman and Maltby promise will 
not change is their commitment 
to the theater and the community. 

“We are not looking to ‘flip’ 
The Moviehouse,” Maltby said. 
“I’m not going anywhere for the 
rest of my days. We’re rooted here 
and I fully expect to own and op-
erate this theater for at least the 
next 20 years.”



B1THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 4, 2021

Premier Medical Group Welcomes
KATHLEEN MANTARO, M.D., FACP

to our Internal Medicine Division

PremierMedicalHV.com

The experience you need...
the compassion you deserve.

Dr. Mantaro is currently accepting new patients at our 
Fishkill – Internal Medicine location.

400 Westage Business Center Drive, Suite 210, Fishkill, NY 12524

For an appointment, 
please call: (845) 838-8480

BEST
SUMMER
EVER

CAMP SLOANE YMCA 
 
SPECIAL RATES  
FOR REGION 1 & 
WEBUTUCK CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS
info@campsloane.org  or 860-435-2557 
for more details

OPEN 
HOUSES

www.campsloane.org 
K-11th Grade Programs

12-4pm

APRIL 26
MAY 16 
JUNE 6

LAKEVILLE, CT

Now seeing 
new patients

Most insurance
accepted

The o�  ce of

16 Conklin Street
Salisbury, CT  06068

phone:  860-435-3551
fax:  860-435-3561

www.salisburyprimarycare.com

lclevy@live.com  
928.458.4340 c/t  

Canaan, CT

COVID compliant  
Certified medical massage practitioner

Pain Management 
Stress Relief•Injury Rehab 

Senior Care•Chair Massage

Treat Yourself  To Good Health Today!

Louise Levy 
LMT

Our mission is to nourish and nurture our community 
by providing fresh, wholesome, and delicious foods made 

with ingredients from local farmers, growers, and producers. 

Location
251 Route 7 South  
Falls Village, CT 06031

Contact
860 824 7876 
mountainsidecafe.com  

Open for 
Take-out Only
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

At the heart of wellness,
right in your home.

Now offering the option of telehealth visits!
HERE FOR YOU, WHEN YOU’RE READY.

We want to get to know you and your unique story. 
Take the first step to recovery and call us today.

To schedule an appointment 
please phone our main office

at 860-496-2100

Award-winning medical, dental, 
and behavioral health services for everyone!
We take most insurances, including Husky, 

and no one is every turned away.
469 Migeon Avenue, Torrington 860-489-0931

10 Center Street, Winsted 860-238-4211
www.chwctorr.org

CENTER FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY & MOVEMENT EDUCATION 

Dr. Bente Dahl-Busby, PT, DPT, NCPT 
Darcy Boynton 

~ Adding Life To Your Years ~ 

PHYSICAL THERAPY: 
∗ Manual Therapy ∗ Women’s Health/Pelvic Floor

∗ Posture, Balance & Dynamic Core Control
✶ ✶  ✶

PILATES, TAI CHI & DANCE 
∗ Pilates Mat Class ∗ Pilates Apparatus

∗Tai Chi Balance ∗ Dance & Movement Class

101 Gay Street (Rte 41), Sharon, CT   
860.397.5363 • info@danicacenter.com • danicacenter.com 

In these times when 
so much of our health 
focus has been on 

COVID-19, it’s important 
to remember that health 
and wellness is about 
caring for our whole 
person. That means eating 
right, exercising more and 
taking care of our physical 
and mental health. 

And, for young people 
summer camp offers a 
chance to learn non-
computer activities from 
swimming and soccer to 
theater and art  and also 
gives children a chance to 
make new friends from 
towns across the region 
and with diverse back-
grounds. 

Healthcare profes-
sionals, restaurateurs, 
summer camp directors, 
and mental and physi-
cal therapists all know 
the importance of caring 
for your whole person. 
Make an appointment 
or sign up and let them 
know you saw their ad in 
your community weekly 
newspaper.

Fitness • Nutrition • Wellness • Summer Camp

Scan QR Code with  
your Smart Phone to 
Find Us on the Web!

Eye Examinations • Contact Lenses 
Area’s largest frame selection 

Treatment of common eye diseases 
Most insurances accepted • Same day appointments

www.blondinsheaeye.com 
5 Kent Green Blvd, Kent, CT 06757 • 860-592-0501  

379 Prospect St, Torrington, CT 06790 • 860-489-2781

Currently hiring for full time positions
SVNA Home Assistance is a non-medical, private duty 
agency that provides care to the elderly in their private 
homes or independent/assisted living facilities. We offer 

light housekeeping, medication reminders, transportation, 
transfer assistance, personal care, hospice care and more.

Call today for details
860-435-1266

Offering competitive sign on bonus for aides with 
active CNA licenses and/or aids with hands on 

experience working with the elderly.

860-364-5526 • SHARON, CT

Join Us For 
Open House 

May 16

Jump In
Discover lifelong friends, 
develop leadership skills, 
deepen faith, and more!

Celebrating and promoting 
progressive Christian 
values of community, love, 
inclusion, and justice.

www.silverlakect.org.
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YOGA
online!

with Sarah Getz, 
director & founder 

of Yoga at Space
www.yogaatspace.com

“Our Primary Concern - Health Care”
Prescriptions • Nutritional Supplements 

Greeting Cards • Party Goods 
Gifts • Seasonal/Holiday Items

We welcome all Salisbury Pharmacy customers

R

Sharon
Pha  macy

MON-FRI: 8 AM-6 PM • SAT: 8 AM-3 PM 
SUN: 8 AM-12 NOON

860-364-5272
SHARON SHOPPING CENTER (8 GAY ST.)

860-806-1573
www.reliefchiroct.com
9 Sharon Rd, Lakeville CT 06039
64 S Center Street, Millerton, NY 12546
Vitamins & General Store

RELIEF CHIROPRACTIC 
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic   
Dry Needling  
Natural Pain Relief 
Nutrition  
Personal Training

Dr. Tyler Van Steenbergen

A nonprofit organization  
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT  

(860) 435-9851  •  www.noblehorizons.org

Noble Horizons is your 
destination for 5-star healthcare 

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

Your health goals are our health goals. Noble Horizons, 
your trusted partner for short-term and out-patient

rehabilitation, serves people of all ages and needs, and 
offers the following:

• Free Lifetime Use of Noble’s Fitness Center
• 24/7 Skilled & Specialized Nursing Care
• IV Services, Wound Care, & Pain Management
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
• 100% Private Rooms
• Access to All Noble  Amenities

Noble Horizons continues to be the undisputed choice 
for senior living and has remained COVID-free.

If you or someone you love needs help, call us today.

855 425 1906              mountainside.com
Most insurance accepted. Financing options available.

Holistic alcohol and drug addiction treatment  
tailored to each individual.

Join us at our award-winning spa for
an on-the-go treatment or full  day of
pampering. Our team of experts wil l

treat you to a relaxing spa service and
help you achieve your self-care goals!

SALON |  NAILS |  MASSAGE |  SKINCARE
 

(860) 567-8575 |  l i tchfield-spa.com
407A Bantam Rd, Litchfield,  CT

 

      Follow Us! @thespaatl itchfieldhil ls

SPA WELL
B E  W E L L

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

P: HENRY LEVIN 917-860-7945 | E:  INFO@PINCHAS.ORG | W: PINCHAS.ORG

Spiritual Healing in the Ancient Apache Tradition
for People and Animals

Healing Services and Classes
 

If you have been struggling with your health, I
would be honored to talk with you. 

A consultation is free.
 

The Foundation has a Salisbury location, and I
can do distance healing

 
- Henry Levin | Co-Founder

hear Illusions
A service alonalon

REBECCA WELSH
16 years my business…31 years doing hair!

19 West Main Street, Sharon, CT | 860.364.5111

Lakme Three Dimensional Coloring
Soy-Based Color

Ask us about the highly effective oral 
fl ea & tick prevention that lasts 12 weeks!

Talk to our staff about the importance 
of a once-a month heartworm prevention 

that also protects your companion 
against intestinal parasites! 

518-789-3440 • www.millertonvet.com • facebook.com/millertonvet
Monday-Friday 8a-5p & every other Saturday 8a-noon

199 Route 44 East, Millerton, NY

Flea, Tick & Heartworm season 
is upon us and we want to help 
you choose the best protection 

for your companion!

Lakeville Health Food

Good Health is not Expensive
 It is 

Priceless

————————————-

Featuring CBD from

329 Main Street, Lakeville, CT   (860)435 0729

Lakeville Health Food
Good Health is not Expensive

It is
Priceless

Featuring CBD from

329 Main Street, Lakeville, CT    (860)435 0729

General Dentistry
Elizabeth A. Dekker, D.D.S

344 Gay Street
Sharon, CT 06069

860.364.5001

Wheelchair Accessible

Services Offered

Kent Medical Building
64 Maple Street Suite 1

Kent, CT 06757
(860) 248-0165 | shannonstrong.com

Corrective Exercise 
Assessments
Medical Massage 
Therapies
Strength Training
Personal Training

Holistic Nutritional 
Consultations
Improve Balance  
& Coordination
Core Strength Classes

Fitness • Nutrition  
Wellness • Summer Camp

Geer has served the Northwest Connecticut community  
for more than 50 years, offering a variety of residences,  

amenities, and health care services. 

Geer Village Nursing & Rehab
The Lodge at Geer Village

Geer Village Physical Therapy

South Canaan Road, Canaan, CT  • 860-824-2600 • www.geercares.org

Finding the right senior living community takes research and 
patience; but, when one chooses Geer, the search is over!

 

Hex: #08529D

R: 8
G: 82
B: 157

C: 99
M: 77
Y: 6
K: 0

PRIMARY COLOR

Hex: #5D887F

R: 93
G: 136
B: 127

C: 66
M: 32
Y: 50
K: 7

SECONDAY COLOR

Hex: #067663

R: 6
G: 118
B: 99

C: 88
M: 32
Y: 67
K: 16

SECONDAY COLOR

A CONTINUUM OF CARE BRANDING:

Pantone 2945C

Pantone 625C

Pantone 568C



B3THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 4, 2021

March 4-10, 2021

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Events

DESIGN: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Tent Brings Park Avenue Style  
To An Upstate New York Corner

Continued on next page

 

Off the  
Beaten Path

I don’t know the 
average age of a 
Lakeville Journal 

reader, but my guess 
is that most of us were 
in the second group to 
get the COVID vaccine. 

So why would any 
of us want to watch 
“Pen15,” in which two 
30-year-old actresses 
play two 13-year-old 
kids, starting seventh 
grade, surely the depth 
of darkest adolescence. 
Perhaps because we’ve 
already watched “The 
Crown,” “The Queen’s 
Gambit” and the other 
usual suspects, and we 
have a lot of streaming 
time on our pandemic 
schedule. 

But the main reason 
to catch this show is 
to see amazing perfor-
mances by the show’s 
creators and stars, 
Maya Erskine and 
Anna Konkle. Erskine 
plays Maya Ishii Peters, 
a Japanese-American 
girl with a bowl cut, 
and Konkle is Anna 
Kone, blonde with 
braces, her best friend.  

Their classmates 
are real-life seventh 
graders and are per-
fect. The show’s tone is 
mostly charming and 
hilarious comedy as 
Anna and Maya dis-
cover beer, masturba-
tion, boys and fashion. 

But there are seri-
ous moments when 
Maya confronts racism 
and Anna deals with 
her parents’ divorce. 
Their show won a Crit-
ics’ Choice TV award 
for best comedy series, 
and I’d be surprised if 
you did not fall in love 
with these two gals. 
Two seasons on Hulu.

A more obvious 
fit for readers of this 
paper is Steven So-
derbergh’s new movie, 
“Let Them All Talk,” 
starring Salisbury’s 
Meryl Streep and fea-
turing Cornwall’s Dan 
Algrant.  

Soderbergh shot 
the film aboard an 
actual voyage of the 
Queen Mary 2, and 
much of the dialogue 
was improvised. Streep 
plays Alice Hughes, 
a renowned literary 
novelist on her way to 
the UK to receive an 
award.  

She’s accompanied 
by two college friends, 
Roberta (Candice 
Bergen) and Susan 
(Dianne Wiest), and 
Alice’s nephew, Tyler 
(Lucas Hedges). 

Be warned that the 
film takes some time 
to gather steam, as 
Soderbergh aims his 
camera at the three 
ladies and, well, lets 
them all talk. You may 
find yourself wishing 
you were aboard the 
Lusitania instead, with 
a U-Boat lurking off 
the starboard bow. 
(Is starboard right or 
left?)  

Patience will be 
rewarded as the plot 
heats up quickly 
enough. Tyler falls for 
Alice’s lovely literary 
agent, Karen (Gemma 
Chan). 

Then the ladies 
form an attachment 
to another writer on 
board, Kelvin Krantz 
(Dan Algrant). Krantz 
writes trashy thrillers 
that soar to the top 
of the bestseller lists. 
Alice initially sniffs 
at Krantz, who says 
his books take three 
months to write. “That 
long?” Alice asks. 

But Krantz turns 
out to be quite a gen-
tleman and a big fan.

Finally, who is that 
man seen leaving 
Alice’s room early in 
the morning? After the 
ship arrives, the film 
moves to a surprising 
and even shocking 
conclusion. 

Soderbergh is hard 
to pin down because of 
the variety of his work, 
but he is probably 
best known for crime 
thrillers such as “Traf-
fic” and “Out of Sight.” 
Don’t expect anything 
like that, but this 
film is surely worth 
streaming to see three 
of our finest actresses 
at work in an unusual 
setting. On HBO Max.

Ed Ferman is the 
former editor and 
publisher of The 
Magazine of Fantasy 
& Science Fiction and 
has been an editor at 
the Cornwall Chronicle 
for many years. He has 
lived in Cornwall since 
1969.

STREAMING: ED FERMAN

PHOTO BY ALEXANDER WILBURN

Interior designer Darren Henault, who splits his time between Millbrook, N.Y., 
and New York City, has opened Tent, a new luxury home decor store offering 
custom furniture, on the corner of Routes 22 and 343 in Amenia, N.Y.

co-mingling is also at the 
forefront of Henault’s style. 
There’s a Japanese dust-
pan made of a single sleek 
sheet of wood veneer with 
a hand-bound, grass brush. 
Bento boxes sit by desk sets 
made of Florentine mar-
bled paper. 

Henault’s attention 
gravitated toward his 
custom line of handmade 
flower and kitchen utility 
vases from New York Stone-
ware, a ceramic studio in 
the Bronx, N.Y. The vases 
from Stoneware take their 
inspiration from the design 
of antique French confit 
pots, pre-refrigeration food 
storage traditionally glazed 
on top with a clay bottom, 
and perhaps most elegantly 
seen in Van Gogh’s “Sun-
flowers” series of still life 
oils.

“It’s perfect, but there 
are imperfections,” Henault 
said of the pottery. “You 

can see a human being 
made that and I get great 
satisfaction from that.” 

As an interior designer 
to the kind of top-notch cli-
ents who have Fifth Avenue 
addresses, Henault recalled 
having a reputation, even a 
pesky one, for the constant 
inclusion of custom-made 
pieces. 

Per his vision of the 
decorative arts, he saw the 
price, and the possible com-
plaint from the client, as 
worth the result. He strives 
for the human touch. 
There’s a personal connec-
tion an object or a piece of 
furniture can carry from the 
craftsman to your finished 
room. “I want people to see 
something was made just 
for their home,” Henault 
said. 

Following this philoso-
phy, the second half of Tent, 
draped in dramatic folds of 
deep gray, showcases what 
makes the store unique for 
the area: different styles 
of sofas with a hundred 
samples of gorgeous fabrics 
to choose from — and the 
promise of the rapid turn-
around of delivery in seven 
weeks. 

“My sofa words are ‘yum-
my’ and ‘comfy.’ I’m some-
one who doesn’t sit properly 
on a sofa,” Henault said, 
quickly demonstrating as 
he fell into the feather-filled 
cushions, sinking comfort-
ably. “I’m always curled up 
onto it, so I make the living 
room sofas deep.” 

An array of samples was 
scattered: muted stripes 
from Rogers & Goffigon, 
a textile design company 
in Greenwich, Conn., rich 
herringbone from Holland 
& Sherry who have histor-
ically provided suit fabrics 
for Savile Row tailors, and 
delightful patterns from 
Bennison, who draw inspi-
ration from 19th-century 

Playing a game of 
word association, 
what visual con-

nections spring to the 
imagination when you hear 
the word “tent”? A small 
sanctuary for an outdoor 
adventurer? Maybe the 
lure of the traveling circus, 
the promise of spectacle, a 
horse-drawn calliope whis-
tling out a repetitive tune? 
Or does your mind head to 
the modern day? A white 
tent on a manor lawn and 
the hum of guests arriving 
for a wedding. 

For Manhattan designer 
Darren Henault, Tent — the 
name of his high-end home 
decor store now open in 
Amenia, N.Y. — represents 
a bit of historical adoration. 

For three decades 
Henault’s had a picture 
on his desk of a tôle peinte 
(painted sheet metal) 
Tartar tent. Striped in 
electric blue and cream, the 
tent was commissioned by 
Charles de Beistegui for his 
Parisian party palace, the 
Château de Groussay. 

De Beistegui, the French-
born heir to a Mexican 
silver-mining fortune, had 
roofs designed by Dalí 
and was photographed by 
Cecil Beaton. He was also 
so enamored with fantasy 
decoration and foreign 
luxury that he built his own 
blue-striped garden folly 
similar to the Byzantine-in-
spired pagoda found on the 
grounds of the Drottning-
holm Palace, the home of 
Sweden’s royal family. 

Are you supposed to 
know any of this arcane 
history when you step into 
Amenia’s Tent? Of course 
not. But the origin of the 
store’s name showcases the 
ever-active, reference-per-
fect mind of Darren 
Henault, who shares de 
Beistegui’s forte for decora-
tive pastiche. 

“It’s easy to fill a house 
full of furniture,” Henault 

said as he stepped through 
the Hague Blue (that’s Far-
row & Ball paint talk) inte-
riors of Tent, on the corner 
of Routes 22 and 343. 

The unrecognizable 
former auto-repair shop, 
now in white shingles with 
an inviting porte-cochère 
structured much like, yes, 
the Tartar tent entrance 
(with stripes coming in 
the summer) represents 
Henault’s philosophy of 
luxury down to the detail. 
“It’s when you see beautiful 
objects in someone’s home, 
that’s what makes it human 
and personal. It’s how I’ve 
always worked as a design-
er.”

Tent offers a chance to 
consider the story of your 
home down to the finer 
points, with objects that 
marry everyday function-
ality with artistic individu-
ality. 
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European prints. 
The pandemic might 

seem like a funny time to 
open a store like Tent. But 
with the increase of Man-
hattanites (and Brook-
lynites) leaving New York 
City in favor of second 
residences, or newly pur-
chased primary residences, 
in Litchfield and Dutchess 
counties, many are invest-
ing in beautifying their 
homes.

The fast production time 
and luxury quality of these 
made-to-order pieces can 
be attributed to Henault’s 
35-year career as a designer. 
Tent is the personal prod-
uct of his career’s worth of 
connections with top-quali-
ty craftsmen. 

It is also, apparently, a 
reflection of the livable, 
decorative decadence he 
inhabits in his own homes, 
splitting his time between 
New York City and Mill-
brook, N.Y. When his twin 
daughters, students at 
Spence on the Upper East 
Side, entered Tent for the 
first time, Henault recalled 
them saying, “It’s just like 
our home but everything’s 
for sale.” 

Tent is located at 4950 
Route 22 in Amenia, N.Y. 
Customers are asked to 
observe COVID-19 safety 
protocols. For more infor-
mation go to the website, 
www.tentnewyork.com, 
which will be online soon.

SHARON PLAYHOUSE 
FEST CALLS FOR  
10-MINUTE PLAYS

Why We Love Chintz in Interior Design

If you’ve spent much 
of the quarantine in 
a comfy overstuffed 

chair, reading books by 
Nancy Mitford and An-
gela Thirkell, or if you’ve 
become addicted to lush 
television productions of 
early and mid 20th centu-
ry English mystery cozies, 
then you probably are 
already a fan of the posh 
design firm Colefax and 
Fowler — perhaps without 
even realizing it.

Colefax and Fowler 
started out in the early 
1930s under the hand of 
Lady Sibyl Colefax, then 
grew when she invited 
the new Decorator of the 
Moment, John Fowler, to 
join her in 1938. 

Their client list explod-
ed after World War II, 
when the English upper 
crust needed to update 
their war-weary homes — 
but on a budget. 

In the 1940s, a well-con-
nected and well-funded 
American named Nancy 
Lancaster stepped in and 
bought the firm from Lady 
Colefax. She continued 
to work with John Fowler 
for two more decades; he 
convinced her to paint her 
bedroom what one history 
of the company calls “a 
startling, glossy yellow,” 
which you can see in the 
photo above (apologies: 

PHOTO COURTESY VENTFORT HALL

The famous Yellow Room of Nancy Lancaster, 
described as one of the most influential rooms in the 
history of English decoration, will be featured in a 
Zoom talk about the design firm Colefax and Fowler. 

Sharon Playhouse 
in Sharon, Conn., has 
launched a festival of new 
10-minute plays and mu-
sicals, called the “Sharon 
Playhouse Writers Play-
ground.”

The Writers Play-
ground is committed to 
giving talented writers, 
performers, directors and 
technicians in the North-
west Corner of Connecti-
cut and the neighboring 
communities in New 
York and Massachusetts 
a platform to showcase 
their talents in their own 
backyard and see their 
visions realized. 

The Playhouse also 
hopes to empower all 
people of any age and 
background to use their 
voice to tell diverse sto-
ries of self-expression and 
creativity.

Submissions will be 
accepted from writers in 
four different categories: 

Youth Submissions 
(written by individuals 18 
years of age or younger): 

• Plays 
• Musicals
Adult Submissions 

(written by individuals 
19 years of age and older):

• Plays 
• Musicals
The submission dead-

line is May 1, 2021. En-
trants should live within 
50 miles of the Playhouse. 

“We are so happy to 
share the talents of our 
local artists with our au-
dience,” said Artistic Di-
rector Alan M-L Wager. 
“There is a true need for 
this type of outlet and 
we are thrilled we can 

host this new festival to 
achieve this goal.”

Works chosen will 
have performances this 
summer as part of the 
Playhouse Live Drive-
In entertainment, which 
returns after a successful 
season in 2020.

In addition to the 
Writers Playground, the 
2021 Playhouse Summer 
season will include an 
even wider selection of 
entertainment including 
Broadway, Pop, Motown, 
Classical concerts, film, 
comedy, variety and the 
return of the very pop-
ular Dinner Cabaret Se-
ries.

Managing Director 
Robert Levinstein add-
ed, “After the wonder-
ful response we had last 
year, we’re going bigger 
and bolder this year: a 
bigger stage, more vari-
ety, and expanded educa-
tional programming for 
children and teens — of 
course following all the 
health guidelines set by 
the federal and state gov-
ernments.”

More information, 
including submission 
requirements for the 
Writers Playground, can 
be found at the playhouse 
website, www.Sharon-
Playhouse.org.

Sharon Playhouse is 
a not-for-profit 501(c)3 
theater that uses a unique 
blend of professional de-
signers, directors, mu-
sicians, Equity actors, 
non-Equity actors, and 
dedicated community 
performers and volun-
teers.

Art and Literature Mash Up 
With marshmallow Peeps

this week’s Compass is all 
Black and White!).

The same history, found 
online at www.thehouse-
directory.com/the-histo-
ry-of-colefax-fowler, says 
of the room: “Original and 
innovative at the time, the 

Yellow Room proved to be 
a source of inspiration for 
many over the following 
years, becoming perhaps 
the best-known and most 
influential interior in the 
history of English interior 
decoration.”

the announcement of her 
talk. Fowler described this 
look, according to the an-
nouncement,  as “humble 
elegance.”

Tickets to this talk are 
by donation, with a sug-
gested donation of $20. To 
sign up, go to www.vent-
fort03122021.eventbrite.
com or call Ventfort Hall 
at 413-637-3206.

To learn more about 
Ventfort Hall (built in 
1893 for George and Sarah 
Morgan, the sister of 
financier J. Pierpont Mor-
gan), sign up for a tour 
(and learn about other 
online events) at www.
gildedage.org.

Colefax and Fowler 
homes don’t set out to 
impress; they are cozy, 
lovely, snuggly. This is 
the firm largely credited 
with making chintz fabric 
an essential part of the 
well-dressed (but cozy 
and snuggly) living room, 
drawing room or bed-
room. A Colefax and Fowl-
er home should always 
have a small decorative 
dog in it (alive or ceramic).

The company continues 
to thrive to this day; you 
don’t need to know a lot 
about interior design to 
have heard of Colefax and 
Fowler, which is not only 
a famous design firm but 
also a pre-eminent pro-
ducer of fabrics.

During the quarantine, 
when it isn’t possible 
to take house tours, it’s 
possible to view some 
dream-inducing interi-
ors on Zoom. Ventfort 
Hall Mansion & Gilded 
Age Museum, which is in 
Lenox, Mass., is hosting an 
online talk about Colefax 
and Fowler on Friday, 
March 12, at 11 a.m.

Lisa Singleton Boud-
iette is a specialist in 
historic decoration, based 
in San Francisco, Calif. Her 

talk on “Colefax & Fowl-
er, Legendary Designers 
of the English Country 
House Style” will dig into 
the history of the design 
style that has influenced 
not only homes across the 
United Kingdom but also 
so many American homes. 

She’ll delve into the 
signature details, includ-
ing “chintz in beautiful 
faded colors, fringed and 
tasseled curtains, paint-
ed Regency furniture, 
sofas designed for years 
of fireside comfort, and 
expertly applied finish-
es, subtly lit to show off 
beautiful antiques and 
paintings,” according to 

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

It’s time for the third annual Kent Memorial Library Peeps diorama competition. 
Entries must include a marshmallow Peep and have a connection to some of the 
materials found at the library. This entry was from the 2019 competition.

It isn’t often that the 
worlds of art, litera-
ture and cuisine come 

together in one exciting 
event but the moment is 
here. Yes, it’s March and it’s 
time for the Kent Memorial 
Library’s annual marshmal-
low Peeps diorama compe-
tition.

Artisans of the seasonal 
marshmallow treat are 
now hard at work on their 
entries, which will be ac-
cepted by the Kent, Conn., 
library on Thursday, April 8, 
up until 5:30 p.m.

Contestants can also 
email one or two photos of 
their Peeps project, along 

with a completed entry 
form, to kmljuniorroom@
biblio.org.

The ideal canvas for a 
Peeps diorama is a shoe-
box (entries should not 
be larger than 2 feet by 2 
feet). There must be at least 
one Peep in the design. 
All entries must be based 
on something that can be 
found at Kent Memorial 
Library: books, magazines, 
movies, games. 

There are two age cate-
gories: 14 years and under 
and 15 years and up. Each 
artist can submit only one 

entry. 
Winners will be an-

nounced Thursday, April 
22. Anyone who would like 
to see the entries and cast 
a vote can do so at the li-
brary between Friday, April 
9, and Tuesday, April 20.

Entry forms and more 
information can be found 
online at www.kentme-
moriallibrary.org or at 
the library, which is once 
again open to the public, by 
appointment. 

For inspiration, do an 
online search for Peeps 
Dioramas. 
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GARDENING: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

How To Tell a Good Bug From a Bad Bug
It’s hard to know which 

bugs in the garden are 
helpful and healthy and 

which ones will grow into 
unfriendly, garden-destroy-
ing predators.

The University of Con-
necticut Home and Garden 
Education Center offers 
weekly columns eluci-
dating important topics, 
including this week’s 
column on how to treat 
friendly pollinators such as 
butterflies.

A first step in protect-
ing young pollinators is 
to be able to recognize 
them. The photos, right, 
for example show a swal-
lowtail larva with spots on 
its stripes; and a monarch 
butterfly larva with just 
stripes. Novice gardeners 
(and even relatively expe-
rienced ones) might not 
know that larva is another 
word for caterpillar — and 
might not know that these 
large striped caterpillars/
larvae will someday grow 
into beautiful butterflies, 
especially if you can pro-
tect and nurture them.

Once you know how to 
recognize beneficial bugs, 
it’s helpful to know how to 
nurture and protect them.

UConn’s gardening 
columnist Dawn Pettinelli 
goes so far as to recom-
mend planting a pollinator 
garden, with plants that 
have healthy and delicious 
pollen. 

These two photos from the University of 
Connecticut Home and Garden Education 
Center show two types of proto butterflies 
(the monarch has just stripes, the 
swallowtail also has spots) that should be 
nurtured if you spot them in your  yard.

PHOTOS COURTESY UCONN

BAD MOVIES: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

How To Survive a Pandemic, Part Two: Loving Weird 

Back in the sum-
mer, I suggested 
some streaming 

and reading choices to 
combat the boredom of 
life during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The other day I was 
chatting (by phone) with 
someone who suggested 
I use my extensive knowl-
edge of the world’s worst 
and weirdest films for a 
similar piece.

So while you wait for 
Phase 37z to commence 
so you can get your 
vaccine, why not pass the 
time with these astonish-
ingly bad and/or bizarre 
movies, all available on 
the usual streaming sus-
pects:

• “The Incredibly 
Strange Creatures Who 
Stopped Living and Be-
came Mixed-Up Zombies” 
(1964):

Starring the immor-
tal Cash Flagg, this 
unsettling look behind 
the scenes of a circus is 
almost completely un-
contaminated by a plot. 
It’s also a musical. (On 
Fandor.)

• “Dead Snow” (2009): 
Director Tommy Wirkola 
reanimated the Nazi zom-
bie subgenre with this 
effort, which adds “fro-
zen” to the description. 
A traditionalist at heart, 
Wirkola also relies on the 
timeless “stupid people 
in the woods” plot device, 
which provides the view-
er with a comfortable 
perch from which to sus-
pend disbelief. And you’ll 

With an umbrella.
Agent 3 ½, played 

by the immortal Weng 
Weng, is a big fan of the 
groin kick, that being 
the nearest area on the 
personal bodies of his as-
sailants for a man of his 
stature to attack. (Weng 
Weng was 2 feet, 9 inches 
tall.)

But he’s also proficient 
with the mini machine 
gun and the mini samurai 
sword.

The flick also features 
atrocious dubbing in a 
rich and diverse variety 
of accents — Long Island 
Lockjaw, British Dowager, 
Brooklyn Hood.

And the main villain 
clearly studied at the 
Moammar Qaddafi Insti-
tute of Fashion.(On Plex.)

• “The Wrestling Wom-
en vs. The Aztec Mummy” 
(1965): This film answers 
two questions that have 
always bothered human-
ity:

1) Can bad guys really 
run around on ancient 
Aztec pyramids in those 
pointy little shoes with-
out tripping?

2) Can women in tight 
sweaters and Capri pants 
really save the world from 
an Ancient Evil?

The Wrestling Women 
get on the trail of some 

Our critic recommends“The Incredibly Strange 
Creatures Who Stopped Living and Became Mixed-
Up Zombies”for film fans.

thugs in the pay of the evil 
Black Dragon who have 
swiped the sacred Aztec 
breastplate. 

The chase goes hither 
and yon, with many fine 
wrestling sequences, 
some of them between 
the actors’ lips and the 
dubbed dialogue.

The Aztec Mummy is 
worth the price of admis-
sion alone. He makes a 
heartbreaking “waaargh” 
sound that really makes 
you wonder what it’s like 
to be locked for centuries 
in an airless room guard-
ing a princess’ remains 
when all of a sudden bad 
guys in ill-fitting suits and 
pointy shoes, and female 
wrestlers in tight sweaters 

and missile-silo brassieres 
come barging in, stirring 
up the dust and general-
ly making nuisances of 
themselves. (On Tubi.)

• “FDR: American 
Badass!” (2013): Relive 
the glory days of World 
War II with this unique 
take on the defeat of the 
Axis powers. With Were-
wolf Hitler, FDR’s armed 
wheelchair, and a guest 
appearance by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

A classic from the 
fevered brain of Ross 
Patterson, the man who 
in 2015 reinvented the 
Western novel with “At 
Night She Cries While 
He Rides His Steed.” (On 
Amazon Prime.)

The first thing you need 
to do, of course, is create 
a safe space in your early 
spring garden for eggs and 
nests.

“Leaving an undis-
turbed, bare patch of soil 
or pile of brush in your 
garden will provide habitat 
for ground-nesting and 
cavity-nesting bees,” Petti-
nelli says in her column.

The next thing to worry 
about after nests and eggs? 
Food.

“To encourage the 
presence of butterflies, it is 
essential to supply food for 
their larvae, also known as 
caterpillars,” Pettinelli says. 

“Monarch butterflies 
are considered specialists, 
meaning they only com-
plete their development 
when feeding on one par-
ticular plant: milkweed. 

“A few native species 
of milkweed are butter-
fly milkweed (Asclepius 
tuberosa), common milk-
weed (A. syricacia) and 
swamp milkweed (A. 
incarnata). 

“Others, like the black 
swallowtail, feed on mem-
bers of the parsley family.”

Knowing what these 
butterflies eat can also 
help you identify which 
caterpillars are living in 
your garden. If you have a 
lot of parsley and you see a 
fat, stripey caterpillar, look 
closely to see if there are 
spots as well; chances are 

that you’ve got swallowtail 
larvae growing big and 
strong on your herbs.

Find UConn’s list of 
Northeast pollinator plants 
at https://pollinator-re-
source-center/northeast.   

When you go to the 
garden center this spring, 
you can even purchase 
plants that will entice pol-
linators to come live with 
you. Pettinelli particularly 
recommends perennial 
plants because they defi-
nitely have pollen (which 

can sometimes be lacking 
in annuals that are bred for 
a particular look).

Pesticides should be 
strenuously avoided; don’t 
use them at home and 
check to be sure none have 
been used on your plants 
before you buy them (this 
is a factor in favor of shop-
ping local; the staff at your 
favorite nearby garden cen-
ter probably know more 
about the plants they’re 
selling than the average big 
box store employee). 

Native plants should be 
prioritized. In her column, 
Pettinelli says that, “The 
color and shape of a flower 
will influence the types of 
pollinators that will visit 
it. For example, bees are 
attracted to white, yellow 
and blue flowers while 

butterflies prefer blooms 
that are red, orange, pink 
and purple. 

“Native plants to incor-
porate into pollinator gar-
dens include: Anise hyssop, 
Beebalm, Goldenrod, Moss 
phlox, New England aster, 
and Purple Coneflower.”

need all the suspension 
you can get. Of course, it’s 
no “Zombie Lake,” (1981), 
which had nekkid volley-
ball, or “Shock Waves” 
(1977), which had Peter 
Cushing, but it will suffice. 
(On Amazon.)

• “For Y’ur Height Only” 
(1981):  I will argue that 
this is the greatest film 
ever made.

You can have your “Cit-
izen Kane” and “Battle-
ship Potemkin.” Spare me 
your “Rear Window” and 

“The Third Man.”
Why? Because none of 

these so-called great films 
has a vertically challenged 
secret agent who escapes 
the bad guys by parachut-
ing from a high balcony. 

ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
Support the arts coverage you find each week 
in Compass. Your ad dollars help us tell readers 
about artists who continue to create and entertain 
during the pandemic.



B5THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 4, 2021

 

To advertise your 
event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, 
call 860-435-9873 or 
email advertising@
lakevillejournal.com

Continued from previous page

...Tent

DESIGN: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

PEEPS: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Look for a calendar of events at our website, 
www.tricornernews.com/events-calendar. 
We will also include the calendar in our print 
edition as space allows.  

Support local journalism.
Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute

BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

European prints. 
The pandemic might 

seem like a funny time to 
open a store like Tent. But 
with the increase of Man-
hattanites (and Brook-
lynites) leaving New York 
City in favor of second 
residences, or newly pur-
chased primary residences, 
in Litchfield and Dutchess 
counties, many are invest-
ing in beautifying their 
homes.

The fast production time 
and luxury quality of these 
made-to-order pieces can 
be attributed to Henault’s 
35-year career as a designer. 
Tent is the personal prod-
uct of his career’s worth of 
connections with top-quali-
ty craftsmen. 

It is also, apparently, a 
reflection of the livable, 
decorative decadence he 
inhabits in his own homes, 
splitting his time between 
New York City and Mill-
brook, N.Y. When his twin 
daughters, students at 
Spence on the Upper East 
Side, entered Tent for the 
first time, Henault recalled 
them saying, “It’s just like 
our home but everything’s 
for sale.” 

Tent is located at 4950 
Route 22 in Amenia, N.Y. 
Customers are asked to 
observe COVID-19 safety 
protocols. For more infor-
mation go to the website, 
www.tentnewyork.com, 
which will be online soon.

SHARON PLAYHOUSE 
FEST CALLS FOR  
10-MINUTE PLAYS

Why We Love Chintz in Interior Design

If you’ve spent much 
of the quarantine in 
a comfy overstuffed 

chair, reading books by 
Nancy Mitford and An-
gela Thirkell, or if you’ve 
become addicted to lush 
television productions of 
early and mid 20th centu-
ry English mystery cozies, 
then you probably are 
already a fan of the posh 
design firm Colefax and 
Fowler — perhaps without 
even realizing it.

Colefax and Fowler 
started out in the early 
1930s under the hand of 
Lady Sibyl Colefax, then 
grew when she invited 
the new Decorator of the 
Moment, John Fowler, to 
join her in 1938. 

Their client list explod-
ed after World War II, 
when the English upper 
crust needed to update 
their war-weary homes — 
but on a budget. 

In the 1940s, a well-con-
nected and well-funded 
American named Nancy 
Lancaster stepped in and 
bought the firm from Lady 
Colefax. She continued 
to work with John Fowler 
for two more decades; he 
convinced her to paint her 
bedroom what one history 
of the company calls “a 
startling, glossy yellow,” 
which you can see in the 
photo above (apologies: 

PHOTO COURTESY VENTFORT HALL

The famous Yellow Room of Nancy Lancaster, 
described as one of the most influential rooms in the 
history of English decoration, will be featured in a 
Zoom talk about the design firm Colefax and Fowler. 

Sharon Playhouse 
in Sharon, Conn., has 
launched a festival of new 
10-minute plays and mu-
sicals, called the “Sharon 
Playhouse Writers Play-
ground.”

The Writers Play-
ground is committed to 
giving talented writers, 
performers, directors and 
technicians in the North-
west Corner of Connecti-
cut and the neighboring 
communities in New 
York and Massachusetts 
a platform to showcase 
their talents in their own 
backyard and see their 
visions realized. 

The Playhouse also 
hopes to empower all 
people of any age and 
background to use their 
voice to tell diverse sto-
ries of self-expression and 
creativity.

Submissions will be 
accepted from writers in 
four different categories: 

Youth Submissions 
(written by individuals 18 
years of age or younger): 

• Plays 
• Musicals
Adult Submissions 

(written by individuals 
19 years of age and older):

• Plays 
• Musicals
The submission dead-

line is May 1, 2021. En-
trants should live within 
50 miles of the Playhouse. 

“We are so happy to 
share the talents of our 
local artists with our au-
dience,” said Artistic Di-
rector Alan M-L Wager. 
“There is a true need for 
this type of outlet and 
we are thrilled we can 

host this new festival to 
achieve this goal.”

Works chosen will 
have performances this 
summer as part of the 
Playhouse Live Drive-
In entertainment, which 
returns after a successful 
season in 2020.

In addition to the 
Writers Playground, the 
2021 Playhouse Summer 
season will include an 
even wider selection of 
entertainment including 
Broadway, Pop, Motown, 
Classical concerts, film, 
comedy, variety and the 
return of the very pop-
ular Dinner Cabaret Se-
ries.

Managing Director 
Robert Levinstein add-
ed, “After the wonder-
ful response we had last 
year, we’re going bigger 
and bolder this year: a 
bigger stage, more vari-
ety, and expanded educa-
tional programming for 
children and teens — of 
course following all the 
health guidelines set by 
the federal and state gov-
ernments.”

More information, 
including submission 
requirements for the 
Writers Playground, can 
be found at the playhouse 
website, www.Sharon-
Playhouse.org.

Sharon Playhouse is 
a not-for-profit 501(c)3 
theater that uses a unique 
blend of professional de-
signers, directors, mu-
sicians, Equity actors, 
non-Equity actors, and 
dedicated community 
performers and volun-
teers.

Art and Literature Mash Up 
With marshmallow Peeps

this week’s Compass is all 
Black and White!).

The same history, found 
online at www.thehouse-
directory.com/the-histo-
ry-of-colefax-fowler, says 
of the room: “Original and 
innovative at the time, the 

Yellow Room proved to be 
a source of inspiration for 
many over the following 
years, becoming perhaps 
the best-known and most 
influential interior in the 
history of English interior 
decoration.”

the announcement of her 
talk. Fowler described this 
look, according to the an-
nouncement,  as “humble 
elegance.”

Tickets to this talk are 
by donation, with a sug-
gested donation of $20. To 
sign up, go to www.vent-
fort03122021.eventbrite.
com or call Ventfort Hall 
at 413-637-3206.

To learn more about 
Ventfort Hall (built in 
1893 for George and Sarah 
Morgan, the sister of 
financier J. Pierpont Mor-
gan), sign up for a tour 
(and learn about other 
online events) at www.
gildedage.org.

Colefax and Fowler 
homes don’t set out to 
impress; they are cozy, 
lovely, snuggly. This is 
the firm largely credited 
with making chintz fabric 
an essential part of the 
well-dressed (but cozy 
and snuggly) living room, 
drawing room or bed-
room. A Colefax and Fowl-
er home should always 
have a small decorative 
dog in it (alive or ceramic).

The company continues 
to thrive to this day; you 
don’t need to know a lot 
about interior design to 
have heard of Colefax and 
Fowler, which is not only 
a famous design firm but 
also a pre-eminent pro-
ducer of fabrics.

During the quarantine, 
when it isn’t possible 
to take house tours, it’s 
possible to view some 
dream-inducing interi-
ors on Zoom. Ventfort 
Hall Mansion & Gilded 
Age Museum, which is in 
Lenox, Mass., is hosting an 
online talk about Colefax 
and Fowler on Friday, 
March 12, at 11 a.m.

Lisa Singleton Boud-
iette is a specialist in 
historic decoration, based 
in San Francisco, Calif. Her 

talk on “Colefax & Fowl-
er, Legendary Designers 
of the English Country 
House Style” will dig into 
the history of the design 
style that has influenced 
not only homes across the 
United Kingdom but also 
so many American homes. 

She’ll delve into the 
signature details, includ-
ing “chintz in beautiful 
faded colors, fringed and 
tasseled curtains, paint-
ed Regency furniture, 
sofas designed for years 
of fireside comfort, and 
expertly applied finish-
es, subtly lit to show off 
beautiful antiques and 
paintings,” according to 

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

It’s time for the third annual Kent Memorial Library Peeps diorama competition. 
Entries must include a marshmallow Peep and have a connection to some of the 
materials found at the library. This entry was from the 2019 competition.

It isn’t often that the 
worlds of art, litera-
ture and cuisine come 

together in one exciting 
event but the moment is 
here. Yes, it’s March and it’s 
time for the Kent Memorial 
Library’s annual marshmal-
low Peeps diorama compe-
tition.

Artisans of the seasonal 
marshmallow treat are 
now hard at work on their 
entries, which will be ac-
cepted by the Kent, Conn., 
library on Thursday, April 8, 
up until 5:30 p.m.

Contestants can also 
email one or two photos of 
their Peeps project, along 

with a completed entry 
form, to kmljuniorroom@
biblio.org.

The ideal canvas for a 
Peeps diorama is a shoe-
box (entries should not 
be larger than 2 feet by 2 
feet). There must be at least 
one Peep in the design. 
All entries must be based 
on something that can be 
found at Kent Memorial 
Library: books, magazines, 
movies, games. 

There are two age cate-
gories: 14 years and under 
and 15 years and up. Each 
artist can submit only one 

entry. 
Winners will be an-

nounced Thursday, April 
22. Anyone who would like 
to see the entries and cast 
a vote can do so at the li-
brary between Friday, April 
9, and Tuesday, April 20.

Entry forms and more 
information can be found 
online at www.kentme-
moriallibrary.org or at 
the library, which is once 
again open to the public, by 
appointment. 

For inspiration, do an 
online search for Peeps 
Dioramas. 
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GARDENING: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

How To Tell a Good Bug From a Bad Bug
It’s hard to know which 

bugs in the garden are 
helpful and healthy and 

which ones will grow into 
unfriendly, garden-destroy-
ing predators.

The University of Con-
necticut Home and Garden 
Education Center offers 
weekly columns eluci-
dating important topics, 
including this week’s 
column on how to treat 
friendly pollinators such as 
butterflies.

A first step in protect-
ing young pollinators is 
to be able to recognize 
them. The photos, right, 
for example show a swal-
lowtail larva with spots on 
its stripes; and a monarch 
butterfly larva with just 
stripes. Novice gardeners 
(and even relatively expe-
rienced ones) might not 
know that larva is another 
word for caterpillar — and 
might not know that these 
large striped caterpillars/
larvae will someday grow 
into beautiful butterflies, 
especially if you can pro-
tect and nurture them.

Once you know how to 
recognize beneficial bugs, 
it’s helpful to know how to 
nurture and protect them.

UConn’s gardening 
columnist Dawn Pettinelli 
goes so far as to recom-
mend planting a pollinator 
garden, with plants that 
have healthy and delicious 
pollen. 

These two photos from the University of 
Connecticut Home and Garden Education 
Center show two types of proto butterflies 
(the monarch has just stripes, the 
swallowtail also has spots) that should be 
nurtured if you spot them in your  yard.

PHOTOS COURTESY UCONN

BAD MOVIES: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

How To Survive a Pandemic, Part Two: Loving Weird 

Back in the sum-
mer, I suggested 
some streaming 

and reading choices to 
combat the boredom of 
life during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The other day I was 
chatting (by phone) with 
someone who suggested 
I use my extensive knowl-
edge of the world’s worst 
and weirdest films for a 
similar piece.

So while you wait for 
Phase 37z to commence 
so you can get your 
vaccine, why not pass the 
time with these astonish-
ingly bad and/or bizarre 
movies, all available on 
the usual streaming sus-
pects:

• “The Incredibly 
Strange Creatures Who 
Stopped Living and Be-
came Mixed-Up Zombies” 
(1964):

Starring the immor-
tal Cash Flagg, this 
unsettling look behind 
the scenes of a circus is 
almost completely un-
contaminated by a plot. 
It’s also a musical. (On 
Fandor.)

• “Dead Snow” (2009): 
Director Tommy Wirkola 
reanimated the Nazi zom-
bie subgenre with this 
effort, which adds “fro-
zen” to the description. 
A traditionalist at heart, 
Wirkola also relies on the 
timeless “stupid people 
in the woods” plot device, 
which provides the view-
er with a comfortable 
perch from which to sus-
pend disbelief. And you’ll 

With an umbrella.
Agent 3 ½, played 

by the immortal Weng 
Weng, is a big fan of the 
groin kick, that being 
the nearest area on the 
personal bodies of his as-
sailants for a man of his 
stature to attack. (Weng 
Weng was 2 feet, 9 inches 
tall.)

But he’s also proficient 
with the mini machine 
gun and the mini samurai 
sword.

The flick also features 
atrocious dubbing in a 
rich and diverse variety 
of accents — Long Island 
Lockjaw, British Dowager, 
Brooklyn Hood.

And the main villain 
clearly studied at the 
Moammar Qaddafi Insti-
tute of Fashion.(On Plex.)

• “The Wrestling Wom-
en vs. The Aztec Mummy” 
(1965): This film answers 
two questions that have 
always bothered human-
ity:

1) Can bad guys really 
run around on ancient 
Aztec pyramids in those 
pointy little shoes with-
out tripping?

2) Can women in tight 
sweaters and Capri pants 
really save the world from 
an Ancient Evil?

The Wrestling Women 
get on the trail of some 

Our critic recommends“The Incredibly Strange 
Creatures Who Stopped Living and Became Mixed-
Up Zombies”for film fans.

thugs in the pay of the evil 
Black Dragon who have 
swiped the sacred Aztec 
breastplate. 

The chase goes hither 
and yon, with many fine 
wrestling sequences, 
some of them between 
the actors’ lips and the 
dubbed dialogue.

The Aztec Mummy is 
worth the price of admis-
sion alone. He makes a 
heartbreaking “waaargh” 
sound that really makes 
you wonder what it’s like 
to be locked for centuries 
in an airless room guard-
ing a princess’ remains 
when all of a sudden bad 
guys in ill-fitting suits and 
pointy shoes, and female 
wrestlers in tight sweaters 

and missile-silo brassieres 
come barging in, stirring 
up the dust and general-
ly making nuisances of 
themselves. (On Tubi.)

• “FDR: American 
Badass!” (2013): Relive 
the glory days of World 
War II with this unique 
take on the defeat of the 
Axis powers. With Were-
wolf Hitler, FDR’s armed 
wheelchair, and a guest 
appearance by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

A classic from the 
fevered brain of Ross 
Patterson, the man who 
in 2015 reinvented the 
Western novel with “At 
Night She Cries While 
He Rides His Steed.” (On 
Amazon Prime.)

The first thing you need 
to do, of course, is create 
a safe space in your early 
spring garden for eggs and 
nests.

“Leaving an undis-
turbed, bare patch of soil 
or pile of brush in your 
garden will provide habitat 
for ground-nesting and 
cavity-nesting bees,” Petti-
nelli says in her column.

The next thing to worry 
about after nests and eggs? 
Food.

“To encourage the 
presence of butterflies, it is 
essential to supply food for 
their larvae, also known as 
caterpillars,” Pettinelli says. 

“Monarch butterflies 
are considered specialists, 
meaning they only com-
plete their development 
when feeding on one par-
ticular plant: milkweed. 

“A few native species 
of milkweed are butter-
fly milkweed (Asclepius 
tuberosa), common milk-
weed (A. syricacia) and 
swamp milkweed (A. 
incarnata). 

“Others, like the black 
swallowtail, feed on mem-
bers of the parsley family.”

Knowing what these 
butterflies eat can also 
help you identify which 
caterpillars are living in 
your garden. If you have a 
lot of parsley and you see a 
fat, stripey caterpillar, look 
closely to see if there are 
spots as well; chances are 

that you’ve got swallowtail 
larvae growing big and 
strong on your herbs.

Find UConn’s list of 
Northeast pollinator plants 
at https://pollinator-re-
source-center/northeast.   

When you go to the 
garden center this spring, 
you can even purchase 
plants that will entice pol-
linators to come live with 
you. Pettinelli particularly 
recommends perennial 
plants because they defi-
nitely have pollen (which 

can sometimes be lacking 
in annuals that are bred for 
a particular look).

Pesticides should be 
strenuously avoided; don’t 
use them at home and 
check to be sure none have 
been used on your plants 
before you buy them (this 
is a factor in favor of shop-
ping local; the staff at your 
favorite nearby garden cen-
ter probably know more 
about the plants they’re 
selling than the average big 
box store employee). 

Native plants should be 
prioritized. In her column, 
Pettinelli says that, “The 
color and shape of a flower 
will influence the types of 
pollinators that will visit 
it. For example, bees are 
attracted to white, yellow 
and blue flowers while 

butterflies prefer blooms 
that are red, orange, pink 
and purple. 

“Native plants to incor-
porate into pollinator gar-
dens include: Anise hyssop, 
Beebalm, Goldenrod, Moss 
phlox, New England aster, 
and Purple Coneflower.”

need all the suspension 
you can get. Of course, it’s 
no “Zombie Lake,” (1981), 
which had nekkid volley-
ball, or “Shock Waves” 
(1977), which had Peter 
Cushing, but it will suffice. 
(On Amazon.)

• “For Y’ur Height Only” 
(1981):  I will argue that 
this is the greatest film 
ever made.

You can have your “Cit-
izen Kane” and “Battle-
ship Potemkin.” Spare me 
your “Rear Window” and 

“The Third Man.”
Why? Because none of 

these so-called great films 
has a vertically challenged 
secret agent who escapes 
the bad guys by parachut-
ing from a high balcony. 

ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
Support the arts coverage you find each week 
in Compass. Your ad dollars help us tell readers 
about artists who continue to create and entertain 
during the pandemic.



B6          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 4, 2021

SPORTS

HELP WANTED
CDL/HAZMAT DRIVER: Indus-

trial gas/welding supply dis-
tributor in Canaan, CT looking 
for a motivated person to run 
local deliveries and help with 
general operations. License 
must be clean. Contact Mr. B 
at 860-824-7392.

LAWN MAINTENANCE & 
LANDSCAPING: Well estab-
lished business seeks full-
time & part-time employees. 
Driver’s license, Ability to drive 
truck & trailer, Experience with 
Zero-Turn mowing equip-
ment. References required. 
Quality work ethic a must. 
Competitive wages based on 
experience. 860-824-0053.

THE NORTH EAST COMMU-
NITY CENTER HIRING 4 
POSITIONS: One FT Senior 
Administrative Assistant to 
provide high-level support to 
the Admin unit. One FT Devel-
opment Associate to provide 
core support to NECC’s fund-
raising initiatives, donor de-
velopment, events, and public 
relations. One FT Out of School 
Time Program Manager to 
manage our after school and 
summer programs serving 
children and youth from the 
Webutuck School District. 
One PT Classroom Lead for 
our after school programs at 
Webutuck Schools. Full posi-
tion descriptions are available 
at www.neccmillerton.org/
employment. The North East 
Community Center is an equal 
opportunity employer and 
program provider.
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.Full- and Part-time 
Security Officer Positions

Salisbury School seeks individuals to perform a full scope of  
security duties related to maintaining a safe and secure private 
boys school campus, including patrolling campus, providing 
oversight, performing light maintenance, and other support 
of  campus activities and facilities. Candidate must be able to 
respond promptly to various alarm and equipment issues, be 
self-motivated and perform duties with minimal supervision. 
Safety/security experience preferred.

For an employment application please visit: 
www.salisburyschool.org/our-story/careers-at-salisbury 

or email 
mdonecker@salisburyschool.org

     EOE

Salisbury School

48 Main Street, Millerton, NY 12546

Apply Online
For an application & submission details visit 
the Theater Information page of our website 

themoviehouse.net

Unique Opportunity to Join 
The Moviehouse Team

Full Time

Seeking a highly-organized, outgoing, 
tech-savvy film lover with management 
experience. 

The General Manager will be responsible 
for employee hiring, training, scheduling, 
customer service, and inventory 
management related to the day to day 
operations of a four-screen, state-of-the-art 
digital projection movie theatre, as well 
as two concession areas and a screening 
lounge.

Candidate must be comfortable with 
hospitality, problem solving, have a 
passion for film, a love of community, 
attention to detail, and have excellent 
communication skills. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office (Word, Excel) required.

General Manager

Are you cheerful, hardworking and flexible? Let your skills shine. 
Join our outstanding staff at a beautiful progressive retirement 

community. We have the following position available.

RECEPTIONIST
Tour of Duty:

16+ hours per week
Standard hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Every Saturday + Sunday
Holidays and Per Diem Hours Available

Job Summary:
Responsible for front desk operations; mail handling, 

reservations, telephone and repro-graphics.
Additional COVID screening hours: 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

Excellent starting wage

Please schedule an interview by calling:
Marge Wheaton, Administration

860-435-9851, Ext. 133
mwheaton@churchhomes.org

17 Cobble Rd, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-9851  www.noblehorizons.org     

EOE / AAE

HELP WANTED
FOR WELL ESTABLISHED 

SHARON BASED COMPANY

Looking to fill various positions
Applicant must have the following requirements:

•  Must have a valid drivers license
•  Must have neat appearance
•  Must be punctual, dependable
•  Must work well with others
•  Speak English
•  Experience in position applying for

Positions available:
•  Lawnmowing, with Scag zero turn riders,  

use of string trimmer
•  Gardening, including edging, weeding,  

mulching, pruning
•  Hardscape construction, including terrace, 

walkway and wall construction, planting,  
lawn installation, etc.

Pay and benefits commensurate with experience.

860-672-5250

HELP WANTED
LIBRARY ASSISTANT: Seeking 

an enthusiastic, detail-orient-
ed, tech-savvy, customer-ser-
vice-oriented reader to join 
the Hotchkiss Library of Sha-
ron as part-time circulation 
assistant, Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and occasional weekend 
hours. Send resume and letter 
of interest to ghachmeister@
hotchkisslibrary.org.

HELP WANTED
PAINTERS WANTED:  Full 

time, experienced painters 
wanted with a minimum 
of 5 years experience. Must 
have transportation, must be 
reliable and have a neat and 
clean appearance. We offer a 
401K Plan and pay with payroll 
company. Starting pay $17 
per hour. Please respond to 
illpaintit@yahoo.com with 
name, experience, desired sal-
ary and contact information. 4 
positions available.

RUNNING FOR BOE Continued from Page A1

East (Webutuck) Central School 
District and the Millbrook Cen-
tral School District, have taken 
to delivering meals to those 
students and their families who 
haven’t been able to pick up 
meals at the school buildings 
during the pandemic. 

It’s such matters that BOE 
members weigh in on when they 
meet at least twice monthly to 
discuss district business; they’ve 
been meeting virtually during 
the health crisis to limit social 
interaction. School boards cover 
budgetary issues; facilities and 
maintenance; technology; stu-
dent services, curriculum and 
instruction; extra-curricular 
activities; athletics and other 
programs; transportation; food 
services; and so much more. 

During the pandemic, Har-
lem Valley school boards have 
been contending with making 
decisions about when to imple-
ment remote learning and when 
to permit in-person learning — 
decisions that could be life or 
death — which BOE members 
don’t take lightly. 

“This is simply not good for 
students,” stated Pine Plains 
BOE President Chip Couse. 
“Our board is working hard to 
get the State Education Depart-
ment [SED] to review its guide-
lines and come into alignment 
with the newly released CDC 
guidelines. And while students 
suffered under the current set-
up, we also have a responsibility 
to staff, who all studies show are 
more vulnerable to severe CO-
VID than students.”

Reasons why to serve

Webutuck Superintendent 
of Schools Raymond Castel-
lani shared during an email ex-
change why he thinks serving 
on the school board is a worthy 
endeavor.

“[It’s] a way to be involved in 
local government,” he said. “Also, 
education is the cornerstone of 
our society.  What better way to 
be part of this important pro-
cess than to be on a BOE that 
sets policy and assists in mak-
ing important decisions in the 
best interest of our children and 
community?”

Serving on a school board, 
which usually has between five 
and seven members depending 
on the district, is a big commit-
ment. The three-year, staggered 
terms demand a lot of time, ac-
cording to Castellani.

“We have regular public meet-
ings a minimum of two days per 
month, which last between two 
to three hours each,” he said, 
describing the Webutuck BOE’s 
routine. “BOE members partici-
pate on committees, which de-
pending on the time of year and 
the committee could be another 
three to five hours a month. 
Those are all formal meetings. 

BOE members are always BOE 
members when in public. Many 
times they have informal discus-
sions with their constituents.”

Couse, though, said “if done 
correctly,” serving on the BOE 
“on average [takes] 10 to 15 hours 
a week — more if you really im-
merse.”

Couse, who is in his 21st year 
on the board, from which he’s 
taken a few breaks in between 
“to recharge my batteries,” said 
serving is “a true form of volun-
teerism in that it’s not paid and 
is a necessary role in a vibrant 
community.”

While Castellani said dedicat-
ing that much time and energy 
is rewarding for members who 
“set educational policy and [have] 
direct impact on the education of 
our children,” he acknowledged 
it can be aggravating at times.

“Like any job in public service, 
it has its ups and downs,” he said. 
“Most of the time it is rewarding, 
especially when there is student 
or program success. At times 
though, it is very frustrating 
due to state and federal mandates 
that tie the hands of BOE mem-
bers and administrators. Often, 
decisions which seem simple and 
easily implemented are held up 
by red tape of these mandates. 
Patience is important.”

However, “end of the year ac-
tivities like graduation and other 
programs that celebrate student 
success,” said the superintendent, 
make it all worthwhile.

The most important qualifi-
cations for someone considering 
running for a spot on their local 
school board? Castellani sug-
gested candidates be “a parent, 
a taxpayer and someone who has 
thick skin and patience. Some-
one who is supportive of educa-
tion, yet understanding the needs 
of taxpayers and affordability.”

Couse added that “any finan-
cial background is helpful, as is a 
broader managerial view.”

In 2021, that’s been especially 
useful, he noted.

“Frankly, New York State’s 
‘Tax Cap’ is a train coming down 
the track for all school districts 
in Dutchess County,” said Couse. 
“Every single district runs at a 
structural deficit; that is, the 
growth in their fixed expenses 
outpaces their ability to secure 
financing. As such, districts are 
balancing their budget with re-
serves.”

The result being that once 
depleted, school boards will be 
faced with program cuts and 
other hardships. 

Those who decide to throw 
their hat into the ring can help 
solve such issues, as their job 
would be to “provide sound lead-
ership to run the district; provide 
the appropriate resources [bud-
get] to support the district; and to 
represent the educational desires 

of the community they serve,” 
said Couse.

Requirements to run

Castellani suggested inter-
ested candidates start collecting 
the required signatures for their 
petitions immediately; school 
districts made petitions available 
starting Monday, March 1. Each 
district has different require-
ments, as the state has a new law 
that now requires the number of 
signatures voters collect is 2% of 
last year’s total number of voters. 

Webutuck is requiring can-
didates collect 25 signatures 
of “qualified voters,” though it 
recommends collecting more 
than 25 in case some of the sig-
natures are disqualified. Contact 
the district office or go online for 
a  definition of “qualified.” The 
Pine Plains Central School Dis-
trict is requiring 43 signatures 
(again recommending candidates 
collect more than 43). The Mill-
brook Central School District 
is requiring 29 signatures (rec-
ommending more be collected). 
Candidates should contact their 
district office to request an infor-
mation packet with nominating 
petitions. Details can be found 
on the following district web-
sites: www.webutuckschools.
org; www.ppcsd.org; and www.
millbrookcsd.org. 
Available school board seats

The Webutuck BOE has three  
seats up for election this year, 
currently held by Jessica Deister, 
Nikki Johnson  and Rick Keller 
Coffey.

The Pine Plains BOE also 
has three seats up for election, 
currently held by Anne Arent, 
Joseph Kiernan and Jean Stapf. 

 The Millbrook BOE has two 
open seats, currently held by 
Claudia Heunis and John Rudy.

All candidates must submit 
their nominating petitions to 
their local district offices no later 
than Monday, April 19, by 5 p.m. 
BOE member qualifications

• Must be able to read and 
write.

• Must be a qualified voter 
of the district; that is, a citizen 
of the United States, at least 18 
years of age or older and not 
adjudged to be incompetent.

• Must be and have been a 
resident of the district for a 
continuous and uninterrupted 
period of at least one year im-
mediately preceding the elec-
tion.

• May not have been re-
moved from any school district 
office within the preceding year.

• May not reside with anoth-
er member of the same school 
board as a member of the same 
family.

• May not be a current em-
ployee of the school district.

• May not simultaneously 
hold another incompatible 
public office.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

For all four years of his collegiate career, Justin Cooper of Pine Plains competed as a high-

scoring player on the SUNY Cortland basketball team, and his hard work was recognized 

in February when he was chosen for the State University of New York Athletic Conference 

Men’s Basketball All-Decade Team. Cooper is now a basketball coach at his alma mater, 

Stissing Mountain Junior/Senior High School.

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlin@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Almost a 
decade since he competed as 
a student athlete for the Pine 
Plains Central School District, 
Justin Cooper, 25, has returned to  
his alma mater, Stissing Moun-
tain Junior/Senior High School, 
this time as a coach for the varsity 
boys basketball team and as an 
honoree of the State University 
of New York Athletic Conference 
(SUNYAC) Men’s Basketball All-
Decade Team.

Identifying himself as “a pret-
ty competitive person,” Cooper 
remarked that basketball has 
been a good sport for his compet-
itive nature. A lifelong resident of 
Pine Plains, Cooper’s basketball 
career began when he was just a 
tot with the Pine Plains Pee Wee 
Basketball League and followed 
him into high school, where he 
played at the varsity level for all 
four years before heading off to 
college.

Considering his evolution as 
an athlete, Cooper said, “I just 
had a drive to get better — I was 
always playing the game… so 
being able to work on the game 
came easy to me and as you start 
to get older and play at higher 
levels, you start to get better.”

Following his graduation 
from Stissing Mountain in 
2013, Cooper completed a post-
graduate year at Trinity-Pawling 
School in Pawling, before con-
tinuing his education at SUNY 

Cortland. Along with pursuing 
a major in sports management, 
he competed on the college’s 
basketball team for all four years.

Among the highlights of his 
career at Cortland as noted in a 
press release from the state col-
lege, Cooper competed in the 
guard position for four seasons 
from 2015 to 2019 and ranked 
first at Cortland in career free 
throws made and in free throw 
percentages. He also recorded 
28 career double-doubles, ac-
cording to www.jr.nba.com, 
and helped his team win the 
SUNYAC title and advance to 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association second round dur-
ing his freshman year. Looking 
at an array of impressive career 
statistics, Cooper scored a total 
of 1,378 points (averaging 14.8 
points per game), 751 rebounds, 
272 assists, 104 steals and 85 
three-pointers.

The colleges nominated play-
ers for the All-Decade Teams, 
which consist of 15 players each 
and mirror the size of annual all-
conference teams, though they’re 
not broken down by position. 
To be eligible, players needed to 
have played at least one season 
between 2009-10 and 2018-19 
and must have either been named 
All-SUNYAC at least twice or a 
SUNYAC Player of the Year once. 

“It means a lot — it shows that 
the hard work I put in is recog-
nized and it also shows that I had 
some really good teammates that 
supported me and worked hard 

with me,” Cooper said. “It’s an 
honor to have post-graduation 
recognition.”

Following his graduation 
from Cortland in the spring of 
2019, Cooper began operating 
his own basketball skills com-
pany, LMC Athletics, with one 
of his former Bomber teammates 
and Pine Plains buddies, Tyler 
Lydon, who eventually made it all 
the way to the NBA. Continuing 
to stay involved with the game, 
Cooper said he’s more of a coach 
now than a player, adding that “as 
you get a little bit older, there’s 
less playing and more teaching.”

Between coaching the Stiss-
ing Mountain varsity boys bas-
ketball team and running clin-
ics, camps, individual and small 
group training offered through 
LMC Athletics, Cooper said he 
tries to share some of the things 
he went through as a player with 
the players he’s now molding. He 
remarked that his past experi-
ences help him relate to those 
players, and while COVID-19 has 
created a unique time for sports, 
the game has remained the same 
and he’s determined to give his 
players the best experience given 
the circumstances.

Regarding his return to his 
hometown to now be a coach, 
Cooper said, “It’s great. It’s a re-
ally nice experience to be back 
here and coach and help these 
kids get better and help them 
reach their goals, and it’s always 
unique to coach on the court I 
once played on.”

Former Bomber Justin Cooper 

named to SUNYAC Men’s 

Basketball All-Decade Team
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Real Estate

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  
860-824-0027

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

EXPANDED COUNTRY HOME 
2,906 SQ.FT. • 1.1 ACRES • 3 BR • 2 BA 

SHARON, CT. Deceivingly large & meticulously maintained home. 
Views of  Beardsley Pond Brook. 3BRs, Office, LR, DR, KIT, & 2 Full 
BAs on main floor. Walk-Out LL w/ media/workout room & separate 
laundry room.
Web# EH4585          Liza Reiss                      $530,000

SALISBURY, CT
860-435-2200

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
860-824-0027

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

16.5+ acres, lightly wooded, comprised of 2 lots, set 
between Salisbury and Lakeville farm-use. Offered at 
$750,000.

5.9 acres, Moore Brook and Rail Trail boundaries. Nice private 
site for a village based home. Very special; very rare. Offered 
at $450,000. 

LAKEVILLE: SALISBURY CENTER: 

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

WINTER IS A GREAT TIME TO LOOK AT LAND. WE HAVE SEVERAL VERY SPECIAL  
LOTS FOR VIEWING. ONE LISTED BELOW. KNEE-HIGH BOOTS  

AND STRONG LEGS REQUIRED. CALL ROBIN FOR APPOINTMENTS

We’re now offering Virtual Factory Tours! 
Visit westchestermodular.com 

to learn more.

Tour the 
Factory in 
Wingdale, 

NY 

All locations 
hiring including

REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT#1

Sharon/Salisbury/
Falls Village/

Cornwall/Kent/
North Canaan

Apply at 40 Farnum 
Street in Lakeville

860-435-0352

WINCHESTER 
177 Rowley Street

Norfolk/Colebrook
860-379-0020 

20 TO 35 
HOURS/WEEK

PAID TRAINING
DENTAL CARE

LIFE INSURANCE
401K

ATTENDANCE 
BONUS

A REWARDING 
CAREER AWAITS 

YOU
...as a school bus driver

Please apply in person to get more information on this part time job 
and to be accepted into our professional driver training classes.

Driving a school bus is a rewarding job for anyone who loves children. 
Parents can bring their children on the bus with them to save on 

daycare expense while enjoying school holidays and vacations off 
with their children. It is a great job for retirees and anyone who likes to 
drive. Paid training classes are starting now so you will be ready when 

school resumes at the end of August. No experience necessary. 
Clean driving record required. For a list of all locations 

please check us out at www.all-startransportation.com

A REWARDING 
CAREER AWAITS 

YOU
... as a sch� l bus driv� 

AFTERNOON CHARTER 
DRIVERS NEEDED
 NOW

Paid training starting now

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
Sharon/Salisbury/Falls Village/
Cornwall/Kent/North Canaan

Apply at 40 Farnum Road in Lakeville
860-435-0352

20 TO 35 HOURS/WEEK

Driving a school bus is a rewarding job for 
anyone who loves children. Parents can bring 
their children on the bus with them to save 
on daycare expense while enjoying school 
holidays and vacations off with their children. 
It is a great job for retirees and anyone who 
likes to drive. Paid training classes are starting 
now. No experience necessary. Clean driving 
record required. Paid holidays, dental, life 
insurance and 401 K available.

Please apply in person to get more information on this part time 
job and to be accepted into our professional driver training classes.

The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, CT

Campus Safety & 
Security Officer 

Per Diem
Join our Campus Safety & Security Department supporting 
our diverse school community. If you take pride in a job 
well done, are detail oriented and can work effectively 
as part of a team, we are interested in your application!  
Safety & Security officers work year round.  Variable hour 
day, evening and overnight shifts are available, including 
weekday and/or weekend, with shift differentials paid for 
evening and overnight duty assignments.
 
This position maintains a high degree of visibility, serving 
school community needs with integrity and care.  We 
seek individuals that exhibit strong interpersonal and 
communication skills.  Broad mobility to perform essential 
job functions, valid driver’s license, High School diploma 
or GED are required. Prior safety or security service 
experience is preferred.  Our school environment supports 
ongoing professional and skill development opportunities.
 
Located in Lakeville CT, Hotchkiss is easily reached 
from Torrington, CT in only 40 minutes, from Great 
Barrington, MA in only 30 minutes and from northern 
Dutchess County, NY in only 15-30 minutes.   The 
Hotchkiss School is eager to accept applications from 
individuals who are excited to support an inclusive and 
warm working and learning community for students 
and employees from a wide array of backgrounds and 
experiences. 
 Apply online! Visit the Careers page of 
our website, under Staff Opportunities:  

hotchkiss.org/careers
Need Help with your application? 
Contact HROffice@Hotchkiss.org

The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, CT

Groundskeeper/ 
Ice Rink Associate 

Full Time, Benefit Eligible
Join our diverse school community in this facilities 
position, maintaining grounds for our residential 
school campus. Assignments vary and include 
indoor and outdoor work.  We seek individuals who 
take pride in their work, and possess strong abilities 
to positively interact as a team member. Eight hour 
work schedule typically between the hours of 6:30 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m., with seasonal evening and weekend 
rotation, if future ice rink duties are assigned. The 
Hotchkiss School provides comprehensive benefits 
including, health, dental, vision, retirement, and 
generous paid time off benefits.   

Located in Lakeville CT, Hotchkiss is easily reached 
from Torrington, CT in only 40 minutes, from 
Great Barrington, MA in only 30 minutes and 
from northern Dutchess County, NY in only 15-30 
minutes. The Hotchkiss School is eager to accept 
applications from individuals who are excited to 
support an inclusive and warm working and learning 
community for students and employees from a wide 
array of backgrounds and experiences. 

 Apply online! Visit the Careers page of 
our website, under Staff Opportunities:  

hotchkiss.org/careers
Need Help with your application? 
Contact HROffice@Hotchkiss.org

The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, CT

Registered Nurse 
Full-Time, Comprehensive Benefits

Registered Nurse Opportunities  
Night Shift (7:00 pm-7:00 am)

Work in a School Health Center Environment  
with $1,500 Bonus Paid at 90 Days!

Join our diverse school community supporting student 
health services for our residential school campus. The 
Hotchkiss School, an independent, residential secondary 
school, is seeking healthcare professionals with nursing 
assessment skills related to adolescent children. 
If you are interested in working in a vibrant school 
community, that supports students and employees from 
a wide array of backgrounds and experiences, apply now! 
The RN schedule follows the academic school calendar 
and nurses are eligible for comprehensive benefits year-
round. Full-time nurses work three (3) 12 hour shifts per 
week with one (1) 12 hour paid on-call shift. Applicants 
must be licensed RN’s, with 3-5+ years of experience. 
Located in Lakeville CT, Hotchkiss is easily reached 
from Torrington, CT in only 40 minutes, from Great 
Barrington, MA in only 30 minutes and from northern 
Dutchess County, NY in only 15-30 minutes. 

 Apply online! Visit the Careers page of 
our website, under Staff Opportunities:  

hotchkiss.org/careers
Need Help with your application? 
Contact HROffice@Hotchkiss.org

The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, CT

Registered Nurse 
Per-Diem, Variable Hours
Work in a School Health Center 

Environment and Earn a  
$750 Bonus Paid in 90 Days!

Join our diverse school community supporting student 
health services for our residential school campus. The 
Hotchkiss School, an independent, residential secondary 
school, is seeking healthcare professionals with nursing 
assessment skills related to adolescent children. 
If you are interested in working in a vibrant school 
community, that supports students and employees from 
a wide array of backgrounds and experiences, apply 
now! Our Health Services team is hiring per diem RNs 
on all shifts. The RN schedule follows the academic 
school calendar. Shifts can also include paid on-call 
hours. Applicants must be licensed RN’s, with 3-5+ 
years of experience. 
Located in Lakeville CT, Hotchkiss is easily reached 
from Torrington, CT in only 40 minutes, from Great 
Barrington, MA in only 30 minutes and from northern 
Dutchess County, NY in only 15-30 minutes.   
 
 Apply online! Visit the Careers page of 
our website, under Staff Opportunities:  

hotchkiss.org/careers
Need Help with your application? 
Contact HROffice@Hotchkiss.org

HELP WANTED
CERTIFIED NURSING AS-

SISTANT CNA-SIGN ON 
BONUS-SHARON HEALTH 
CARE CENTER: 27 Hospital 
Hill Rd. Sharon, CT. Full time 
32 hour positions benefits 
eligible & per diem hours avail-
able Please send your resume 
to administration@sharonhcc.
com or call 860-364-1002.

DIETARY AIDE/ COOK, SHA-
RON HEALTH CARE CENTER: 
27 Hospital Hill Rd. Sharon, CT. 
Full time 40 hour positions 
benefits eligible & per diem 
hours available. Please send 
your resume to administra-
tion@sharonhcc.com or call 
860-364-1002.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

A1 HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS: 
I te m s  re m ove d  a n d 
trucked away from homes, 
garages, barns, etc. Call Bill 
860-364-4653.

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call or 
text 917-538-1617. email da-
vidvalyou@yahoo.com.

HOUSE CLEANING OUR VERY 
BEST!: Also offices, moving 
clean outs. Experienced. Thor-
ough. Honest. Excellent refer-
ences. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call 860-491-4622.

HECTOR PACAY LANDSCAP-
ING: Lawn Mowing. Mansory. 
Tree work. Mulching. Garden. 
Pruning. Edge. Patio. Painting. 
Gutters. 845-636-3212.

PROFESSIONAL CARE TAK-
ING COUPLE SEEKING A 
NEW POSITION STARTING 
IN 2021: Combined we offer 
many skills and abilities. Home 
improvement, housekeeping, 
large and small animal care, 
management abilities and 
excellent references from our 
former employer. Please call to 
discuss our expertise. 860-672-
5626 or 860-671-1233.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1966 revised 
March 12, 1989 which makes it 
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, sex, 
handicap or familial status or na-
tional origin or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the State 
of Connecticut General Statutes 
46a-64c which prohibit the 
making, printing or publishing 
or causing to be made, printed or 
published any notice, statement 
or advertisement with respect to 
the sale or rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, marital status, age, 
lawful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental dis-
ability or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.

APARTMENTS
A M E N I A / M I L L E R T O N : 

Charming 1 bedroom with 
300 SF. Living /work room 
and small kitchenette. $975 
mo. Refs. important. Call 845-
797- 6872.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT CA-
NAAN: Very large (1500 sq. 
ft) 2-bedroom, 1 bath. Wash-
er/dryer, AC, covered porch, 
parking. Center of town. No 
smoking on premises, no pets. 
$1800/mo. Call 860-601-4476.

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 
SHARON DUPLEX APART-
MENT: 2 bedrooms, 1 and 
1/2 baths, home office/den, 
washer/dryer. Walk to Village 
Green. No smoking. No pets. 
Occupancy March 1. Call 917-
596-8285.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

LEASE OFFICE SPACE: Route 
44 between Lakeville and 
Salisbury, located at 199 Main 
Street. 690 sq ft. with heat, 
parking/maintenance included. 
$900/mo. Contact Steven at 
860-435-2581.
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When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.
TriCornerNews.com

The Best Regional News Site

Plumbing & Heating

Animal Care

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr. Well Drilling
louis e. allyn & sons

Well Drilling
Water Systems Installed & Serviced

Established 1917
Canaan, CT                   (860) 824-5600 

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

THE MILLERTON NEWS

TriCornerNews.com

29 Bissell St. • Lakeville
(860) 435-2211 • visionarycomputer.net

13” MacBook Air Lightness strikes again.

Visionary Computer

(860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Auto Repair

Computer Services

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Metal

Maintenance

Landscaping

Heating Oil & Propane

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.
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(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Follow us!

(860) 738-1114
Heating oil & Propane

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff

Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured
(860)499-0406      karlonwheels.com

Dave Kowalski LLC
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

Established 1998, Fully Licensed & Insured

northwestradiantheat@yahoo.com
Falls Village, CT 06031 | 860-671-1662 • 860-824-0113

◆

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE, 
SAVE MORE!
1-5 SHADES: 2O%

6-10 SHADES: 25%
11 OR MORE: 30%

*Excludes Lutron
Good through 3/31/21

Can you imagine a world without your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?

Support local journalism.

Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute
BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

Used Appliances • Scrap Metal
Free Pick Up

860-364-5710
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