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Talk of the Towne Deli deals 

with vandalism, mask flak

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

On Sunday, Dec. 20, Friends of the Irondale Schoolhouse President 

and Founder Ralph Fedele mimicked how he rang the schoolhouse 

bell for the seventh anniversary of the schoolhouse’s move to the head 

of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail  on Main Street during a minutes-long 

ceremony held the day before, which no one attended due to the in-

tense cold and nor’easter that had struck days earlier.

Irondale Schoolhouse 

celebrates seventh year

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Seven years ago, 
on Dec� 19, 2013, The Friends of The 
Irondale Schoolhouse (TFIS) accom-
plished what many believed was an 
impossible feat: It oversaw the move 
of the 1858 Irondale Schoolhouse in 
two separate pieces from the Irondale 
section of the town of North East on 
Route 22 two miles south to the en-
trance of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
off of Millerton’s Main Street� 

“We had to take the roof off, we 
had to go under all the wires on Route 
22, we had to move carefully with the 
braces and structure when we moved 
the building on two flat bed trailers,” 
explained TFIS President and Founder 
Ralph Fedele in an interview with The 
Millerton News about the seventh an-
niversary of that treacherous move� “It 
was a team effort… First we had to box 
the building, without a rod, and sec-
ond we carried the schoolhouse roof, 

There is still time to help 

Adopt-a-Family for Christmas

Dutchess County releases 

report on police reform

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — ‘Twas the week 
before Christmas, and Stacey Moore 
could barely contain her enthusiasm 
as she described the fantastic support 
the Adopt-a-Family program has 
received in a year when it looked as 
though there might be many an empty 
stocking come Christmas morning�

Traditionally many donations came 
in the form of hundreds of toys that 
donors would purchase as part of 

their own holiday traditions, but in 
an effort to keep everyone safe from 
the COVID-19 virus, Moore and her 
group of volunteers had made the 
difficult decision to close down the 
distribution center at the North Pole 
at Century Boulevard’s Library Annex, 
the site of hundreds of donated toys 
and warm clothes for children in local 
school districts�

Instead, families are being given 
gift cards to allow them to purchase 
toys and other essential items on their 
own� Moore was worried the response 

might not be quite the same, but she 
need not have worried as donors  — 
from Millerton to across the Connect-
icut border to New York City — all 
came through, just as they have for 
the past quarter of a century� 

Equestrian Louise Meryman’s 
Merry Band of Adopters donated in 
cash what they would normally have 
spent supporting 60 families; school 
children from the Salisbury Central 
School in neighboring Connecticut 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

DUTCHESS COUNTY — The 
Dutchess County Police Reform 
and Modernization Collaborative 
released a report last week on police 
reform after a year of social unrest 
and Black Lives Matter protests, 
which followed in the wake of the 
death of George Floyd, the Minne-
apolis Black man who was killed on 
May 25 by a former white cop� 

The comprehensive report was 
released on Monday, Dec� 14, as a 
guide for Dutchess County munici-
palities required to create their own 
police reform plans, as per Governor 

Andrew Cuomo’s Executive Order 
that must be met by April 1, 2021 — 
or risk losing state funding� 

Cuomo’s “New York State Police 
Reform and Reinvention Collabora-
tive” was issued this past June, after 
which Dutchess County assembled 
a group of community stakehold-
ers to create a unified, county-wide 
law enforcement plan� The Collab-
orative was created for the two-fold 
purpose of developing a plan to help 
guide local municipalities that have 
their own police agencies to mod-
ernize and to create a framework for 
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Of-

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Three days after 
an article was published in The Miller-
ton News about the Talk of the Towne 
Deli flatly stating that it does not sup-
port Governor Andrew Cuomo’s mask 
mandate despite the coronavirus pan-
demic — and that it was fined three 
months ago by the Dutchess County 
Department of Health (DOH) after a 
customer anonymously called in a tip 
of a deli worker violating that man-
date (which prompted the deli to now 
enforce the mandate) — the deli’s busi-
ness sign has been vandalized�

The blame game

Initially, deli co-owner Mary Ho-

sier blamed The Millerton News for its 
Dec� 10 front page article and editorial 
on its anti-mask stance, a hostile ver-
bal exchange that occurred between a 
customer who was wearing a mask and 
a customer who was not and concerns 
from a recovering COVID patient and 
former deli customer concerned the 
deli wasn’t endorsing basic science�

“So I have always promised myself 
that I would never air out my issues 
and dirty laundry on social media,” 
posted Hosier on Facebook on Dec� 
14� “But here I am with a heavy heart� 
As per The Millerton News this has 
happened…”

The response to the newspaper’s 
coverage was massive� Facebook “blew 
up,” according to North East town Su-

pervisor Chris Kennan during a casual 
conversation about the issue� Kennan 
said the topic had been a popular one 
around town for some time�

Facebook feedback

As of Wednesday, Dec� 16, Hosier’s 
personal Facebook page had more than 
130 shares and more than 97 emogis 
regarding her post about the deli’s sign 
and the mask issue, and many custom-
ers and friends supported after com-
ments posted on social media accounts 
around the Tri-state region criticizing 
the deli co-owner for her beliefs and 
actions�  

The gist of comments on Hosier’s 
page were positive� Since then, numer-

Members of the Lakeville Hose Company and the Millerton Fire Department treated residents of 

Noble Horizons in Salisbury, Conn., to a holiday parade of lights featuring Santa and Mrs. Claus 

on Friday, Dec. 18. Santa Claus also visited children in that town last week.

Fire departments join The Santa Express
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Millbrook, Washington,  

fare well following nor’easter
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To our readers, advertisers and 
community contributors, thank you.

.
We at The Lakeville Journal and  

The Millerton News sincerely wish 
each of you and your families a 

healthy and joyful holiday season.

Thank  
You

Our outstanding discharge 
planning provides links to services 

that ensure continued success: 

Geer Nursing & Rehab patients 
consistently have great 

outcomes and recover faster. 

We specialize in treating people 
with complex diagnosis and 

create custom care 
plans for everyone. 

• Geer Pharmacy follows you home and 
helps with medication management. 

• Geer Out-patient Physical Therapy 
continues the great progress you 
made while in-house. 

• Geer transportation brings you to all your 
appointments, ensuring great follow up. 

To learn more: 
Contact Emily at (860) 824-3800

99 South Canaan Road, North Canaan, CT

(845) 677-5321    bankofmillbrook.com
millbrook    amenia    pine plains     stanfordville MEMBER FDIC

Fifteen years goes 
by in a flash

David Fountain
Vice President, Loan Officer

We’re pleased to let you know 
that the Bank of Millbrook is 
now offering a 15-year, fixed-rate 
mortgage. It’s a terrific option to 
get your house paid off faster at a 
secured rate and to save money at 
the same time.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The village 
of Millbrook received 15 inches 
of snow during the nor’easter on 
Wednesday, Dec.  16, and Thurs-
day, Dec.  17, with few glitches 
and its snow removal went well, 
according to all reports. 

In talking to Millbrook 
Highway Superintendent Bob 
Collocola, he said the Highway 
Department was able to cleanup 
village streets with few issues. 

One hiccup that did occur in-
volved the sidewalk snow plow. 
Thursday morning a message 
was emailed to the Village Board 
and posted on its website an-
nouncing that village sidewalks 
could not be cleared due to the 
sidewalk plow breaking down. 
However, by early afternoon an-
other announcement appeared.

“Thanks to Reardon Briggs 
Lawn and Garden Equipment 
for the quick turn around,” it 
read, posted by Collocola. “The 
sidewalk plow is back in ser-
vice! The sidewalks are being 
cleared. We want to thank our 
residents for being patient and 
understanding. Crisis averted!” 

Sidewalks were quickly 
cleared for holiday shoppers 
along Franklin Avenue and 
other village streets.

“It was a heavy snow, but all 
sidewalks were cleared and the 

streets were open fairly quickly,” 
said Collocola.

Village snow ordinances do 
not allow parking on village 
streets; obstruction of snow 
removal and street cleaning is 
prohibited from Dec. 1 through 
March 31 between the hours of 
1 and 6 a.m.

Town of Washington High-
way Department Supervisor 
Joseph Spagnola also said the 
town’s snow removal efforts 
went well. 

“Fine,” he said, “no real prob-
lems. It was slightly blinding. 
We lost a few hoses and wind-
shields.”

The town’s highway crew 
went out three separate times 
to clear the snow in an effort to 
keep the roads clear.

Spagnola added the town’s 
salt shed is on the small side, and 
that crews used a good portion 
of the de-icing materials that 
were being stored there. Crews 
salted and sanded town roads, 
but the highway supervisor 
pointed out that the town cur-
rently uses less salt and more 
sand than it previously did, 
which is better for the roads as 
it is less corrosive.

Spagnola also pointed out 
that the town has been fortunate 
that it hasn’t had any cases of 
COVID-19 within the Highway 
Department, so that in weather 
emergencies like last week’s 

nor’easter it can have all hands 
on deck. 

The Millbrook Highway 
Department handles the vil-
lage streets while the Town of 
Washington Highway Depart-
ment takes care of the rest of the 
roads, except for Franklin Av-
enue, routes 44 and 344, which 
are state roads and therefore 

maintained by New York State.
The Millbrook police and 

fire departments cleared snow 
away from fire hydrants, which 
property owners are supposed 
to do but often forget to. The 
two entities worked together for 
several hours clearing hydrants 
in the village.

PHOTO BY TED BOWNAS

Millbrook Police Officer Kelly Aliusio and other officers 

from the force worked with the Millbrook fire department 

to clear snow from fire hydrants throughout the village.

When steel meets blade, and master craftsman 

Greg Cimms, a world-class knife results

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Greg 
Cimms admits that he has al-
ways been passionate about, 
well, many things: cooking, art, 
fishing and music. Two of those 
things, his cooking and his art, 
helped to create his interest and 
talent in forging, and making 
knives that not only work, but 
are works of art. 

Cimms wanted to make bet-
ter tools to be used in his cho-
sen profession: the culinary arts. 
Cimms is a professional chef, 
and also a knife maker. Good 
tools enable a chef to enjoy good 
food preparation that much 
more.

Cimms was a chef at Char-
lotte’s in Millbrook for 10 years, 
and he still chefs there once in 

he can start the etching. 
“It shows me,” he said, “where 

each knife’s personality will 
come to the surface.” 

Every blade is different, one 
of a kind. The show room at Ar-
rowsmith Forge is at 3788 Route 
44, but Cimms’ work can be seen 
online. His custom-made knives 

are not cheap and they take four 
to six months to arrive, but once 
done, it’s a chef’s dream.

Cimms sells his knives Mon-
days through Fridays, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and on weekends 
by appointment only. For more, 
go to www.gcknives.com or call 
845-475-7220. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Greg Cimms, blade smith, is a custom knife maker and chef. 

Here he is hard at work at his forge in Millbrook.

a while, just for the pure enjoy-
ment of cooking. So he knows 
the importance of having re-
ally good knives when prepar-
ing food. That knowledge got 
him interested in forging, and 
in 2013, just seven years ago, he 
learned how to forge — he basi-
cally taught himself.

He started out in his dad’s ga-
rage, and in 2015 he moved to a 
space at Arrowsmith Forge on 
Route 44 in the town of Wash-
ington, where his reputation as a 
talented blade smith grew.

Cimms now belongs to 
The American Bladesmith So-
ciety, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the education and 
the revival of the art and craft of 
the forged blade. He is a journey-
man smith going for his mas-
ter’s. He is already garnering 
much praise for his craft, and 

in 2019 he won the category of 
Best Chef’s Knife at the Damas-
cus Steel Invitational in Atlanta, 
Ga., with an Odin Heim™ Star 
Wars inspired knife.

While cooking and learn-
ing to forge, Cimms remained 
devoted to his family: his wife, 
Kelly, and his children, Avri-
ana, 12, and Evelyn, 4. Having 
been raised in Millbrook, he is 
happy to see his girls attending 
the same schools he attended. 
Evelyn is a student at the Grace 
Church pre-school, where 
Cimms also went as a child.

He loves to talk about what 
he does.

“Any knife I make is art,” he 
said. 

And looking at the array of 
knives he has created, one would 
have to agree. Beautiful, but also 
highly functional. Both the blade 
and the handle start out with raw 
materials and are worked until 
they meet Cimms’ high stan-
dards. His finest work, he said, 
is his custom knife forged from 
Damascus steel, also known as 
patterned mosaic steel. 

Cimms said he finds the most 
exciting part of his creations is 
when he gets to the point when 

Birds of a feather are 

rescued together, by 

former local student

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

PLEASANT VALLEY 
— At the age of 19, Tiffany 
Bellissimo is now attending 
SUNY Cobleskill. She was 
formerly a student in the 
Millbrook Central School 
District, although she was 
homeschooled. Now, at Co-
bleskill, she is on the Dean’s 
list and still finds the time 
and energy to run Dream-
ing of a Chance, a 501(C)3 
nonprofit animal rescue that 
gives permanent home to ani-
mals, nowadays mostly to the 
feathered variety. It currently 
houses chickens, ducks, a tur-
key, and five pigeons.

The sanctuary is located 
on the Lilymoore Alpaca 
Farm, at 21 Moore Road in 
Pleasant Valley, about six 
miles outside of Millbrook. 
Lilymoore is a restored 1840s 
farm where Bellissimo’s fam-
ily has 25 alpacas, as well as 
geese, a llama, another turkey, 
horses, cats, a dog and even a 
pet pig. Many of the animals 
are rescues. However, Lily-
moore Farm and Dreaming 
of a Chance are separate en-
tities. An earlier article was 
printed on the animal res-

cue in The Millerton News 
in October of this year; this 
is a follow-up to that article.

“We love all of our rescues,” 
Bellissimo said, “and make 
sure they all receive love and 
proper care. Each and every 
one of them has a unique and 
distinct personality, which 
makes spending time with 
them all the more fun.” 

Once at the sanctuary, the 
animals stay forever. 

“My family and I have been 
rescuing animals for years,” 

she said, adding her fam-
ily helps run the sanctuary 
while she’s away at school.

The goal, she said, is 
to “save unwanted, aban-
doned and neglected farm 
animals… [provide] a per-
manent home, good food, 
veterinary care and lots of 
love [and] the opportunity 
to educate people about the 
proper care of animals [and 
how to] stop cruelty and 
neglect.”

For more information, 
go to www.dreamingofa-
chance.org.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Dressed for the holidays, 

Tiffany Belissisimo, 

founder of the Dreaming 

of a Chance Animal Sanc-

tuary, posed with three 

roosters at her sanctuary: 

Uncle Al, Henry and A.J.
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Lakeville, Connecticut  •  860-435-0578

Can you imagine a world without 
your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?
Dear Reader,

Late in 2019, we came to you, hat in hand, to share with you our story within 
the world of vanishing local journalism. You generously supported us, to date, 
in the amount of $164,975 in what was known as the “Community Membership” 
model and will now be known as the “Community Contributor” model.

• Your generosity made up a deeply appreciated 39% of annual 
General Expenses from September of 2019.

• We are happy to have qualified for a PPP loan (which we will 
convert to a ‘grant’, having met the necessary criteria), in the 
amount of $146,643, contributing 35%  of General Expenses 
during this same period.

• As they experienced their own COVID-19 cash needs, our 
steadfast advertisers needed to scale back their commitments to 
us. Our advertising revenue has dropped over 30%.

• Effective October 15, 2020, we have raised the cost of the 
newspaper to two dollars, the first increase since 2003.

COVID-19 has awakened an awareness of the significance of our  
papers, as we seek information about our world. Thanks to our Community’s 
generosity and the unswerving dedication of our fine Team, we were able to 
remain fully functional through this pandemic. We love our Community 
partnership. We will continue our work, with your kind respect and support.

— The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC

Support your local, independent voice in journalism by making a contribution at  
www.tricornernews.com/contribute or by clipping the form below and mailing a check

The Lakeville Journal 
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________    Zip Code ________ 

Tele. ____________________  Email __________________________________

In Support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order in the 
amount of $____________ made payable to The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC.

In return for your Community Contribution,  
we regret that we cannot offer a tax deduction at this time.

This letter has been enclosed in print editions of The Lakeville Journal  
and Millerton News and on www.tricornernews.com. We invite all our readers  

to continue to keep track of our progress and we will keep you updated regularly.

Fostering Democracy and an Atmosphere of Open Communication Since 1897

The Lakeville Journal Company
The Lakeville Journal • The Millerton News • TriCornerNews.com

Millerton mourns the loss of one 

of its matriarchs, Marian Smith

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A 65-year village resident and the owner of the former 

consignment store, Thriftique, Marian Smith passed away 

on Tuesday, Dec. 15, while in her 90s.

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A person 
with a willingness to help those 
in need is indeed a treasure, 
but to find someone who has 
a genuine investment in their 
community and goes the extra 
mile to connect with friends, 
loved ones and strangers alike 
is a rarity. Marian (Shea) Smith, a 
longtime Millerton resident and 
owner of the former Thriftique, 
was known in the community 
for doing all of the above, and 
residents were saddened to learn 
of her passing on Tuesday, Dec. 
15. Smith was in her 90s when 
she died.

Born in Brooklyn, Smith 
took up residence in Dumont, 
N.J., Sidney Center and Rockville 
Centre, N.Y., among other places, 
before she landed in Millerton. A 
1944 graduate of South Side High 
School in Rockville Centre,  she 
married Stanley Smith in June of 
1945, and the couple’s first years 
of marriage took them to Mil-
lerton, Long Beach and Levit-
town, N.Y., before they returned 
to Millerton in the 1960s and set 
up a home for their family on 
Mill Road. 

In the 65 years that Smith re-
sided in the area, she was heavily 
involved, whether she was writ-
ing the weekly “Cracker Barrel 
Chatter” column for The Mil-
lerton News, attending church at 
Immaculate Conception Church 
in Amenia or participating in the 
Foreign Student Exchange Pro-
gram at Webutuck High School. 

Having been among those 
involved in the 1972 founding 
of the North East Historical So-
ciety, Smith previously served as 
both president and on its Board 
of Directors. 

Smith was a recipient of the 
Millerton Lions Club’s Citizen of 
the Year award in 2007 and was 
presented with an Outstanding 
Achievement Award from the 
North East Historical Society in 
2014 for her role as a “champion 
of local history.”

“Like many before her who 
became important members of 
our community, Marian Shea 
Smith was not born here,” said Ed 
Downey, president of the North 
East Historical Society. “She 
came here as a young bride who 
over time made lasting friend-
ships, helped raise a family and 
made important contributions 
to our community. She believed 
one should be involved in one’s 
community and her sense of civic 
engagement has made Millerton 
a better place. She has left us all 
an invaluable legacy: The gift of 
good example.”

Indeed, Smith’s generosity, 
kindness and interest in the com-
munity was a source of inspira-
tion to local residents as well as 
to her family, many of whom 
have since become involved in 
civic life. Her late husband once 
served as president of the North 
East Historical Society and had 
worked as the village building 
inspector. Smith’s late daughter, 
Mariley (Smith) Najdek, once 
served as a village trustee and 
later as mayor of Millerton; she 
helped establish the North East 
Fire District and was a founding 
member of both the North East 
Community Center (NECC) and 
the Adopt-a-Family program. 
Smith’s granddaughter, Jennifer 
Najdek, served for years as Mil-
lerton’s recreation director and 
is now a village trustee. Donald 
Najdek, Jennifer’s brother and 
another of Smith’s grandchil-
dren, served on the village’s 
Recreation Commission for five 

years. Public service runs in their 
blood, it seems.

Smith also gave back to the 
community by opening the 
consignment store, Thriftique. 
Donald explained that Thriftique 
began when Smith went to visit 
his mother, Mariley, who was 
then center director at the Astor 
Head Start-Millerton Day Care. 
As people used to donate clothes 
to the center, Najdek said his 
mother was often overwhelmed 
by the number of donations. 

His grandmother suggested a 
consignment shop could stream-
line the process and then donate 
the proceeds. Thus Thriftique 
was born, operating first on 
South Center Street (where the 
NECC playground is now) and 
then at 22 Main St., where the 

T-Shirt Farm now stands. 
Admiring the tremendous 

work his grandmother did, 
Donald noted that Smith ran 
Thriftique on top of working as 
a full-time healthcare aide at No-
ble Horizons at Salisbury, Conn.

“I have always admired my 
mom’s strength and indepen-
dence,” said Smith’s son, Mi-
chael Smith, of Millerton. “She 
surrounded herself with friends 
and family and even considered 
those who didn’t have family 
nearby as part of hers.”

His son, Dustin Smith, of Se-
attle, Wash., agreed.

“She did a lot for all of us and 
the community,” he said “She al-
ways treated new people as if 
they could be potential family 
and I think she got a lot of that 

through Thriftique. She talked 
to anyone who came in there 
and built really strong relation-
ships.”

After talking with Smith’s 
loved ones, many of her fam-
ily members spoke with deep 
appreciation about her wit, 
her passion for art, her love of 
cooking and hosting parties 
and her social calendar teem-
ing with tea and lunch dates 
with friends and family mem-
bers. As a grandmother, Smith 
idolized her grandchildren, said 
daughter-in-law Cindy Dietter-
Smith, adding she was known 
on their college campuses as 
the “Cookie Grandma” for the 
batches of cookies she baked 
and sent their way.

Donald Najdek recalled a 
story about fishing up and down 
the stream of the Ten Mile River 
before he eventually ended up on 
Mill Road, where Smith would 
make him lunch. Dustin Smith 
talked about the shoeboxes he 
kept over the years containing 
letters from his grandmother.

“It’s one of the best memories 
I have of her, is how much effort 
she put into connecting with all 
of us,” he said, “and it’s really nice 
when someone tries to put that 
effort in and get to know who 
you are.”

“I’ve been fortunate to have 
two strong female role models 
in my life — my mother and my 
grandmother,” Jennifer Najdek 
said.

Considering the lessons her 
grandmother passed on to her, 
Najdek said she was taught to 
always listen without judgment. 

“She never really gave advice 
and I think that’s the best lesson 
I could take away from her,” she 
said. “It really wasn’t so much 
[giving] advice as to always be 
there to listen.”

First blast of 

winter weather 

hits the region

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — The 
village of Millerton got its 
one minute of fame, thanks 
to the nor’easter that blew 
through town on Wednes-
day and Thursday, Dec 16 
and 17. Meteorologist Jan-
ice Huff of NBC’s Channel 
4 out of New York City re-
ported on Thursday that the 
beast dumped 23 inches of 
snow on the village, second 
to Hopewell Junction, with 
the top number of 25-plus 
inches.

The amount, verified by a 
weather map of the National 
Weather Service for the State 
of New York, prompted  
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
to declare a State of Emer-
gency for 18 counties, in-
cluding Dutchess. 

Speed limits were low-
ered throughout the Empire 
State and speed and various 
travel restrictions were im-
posed, including on tractor 
trailers. 

Locally, the storm led to 
long, late and cold hours 
with miles of clearing pro-
vided by heroic crews under 
the direction of  North East 
Highway Superintendent 
Robert Stevens and Mil-
lerton Highway Supervisor 
Coleman Lawrence. 

While area residents 
slept, the experts battled a 
steady snowfall of approxi-
mately 2 inches per hour, 
with occasional heavy winds 
complicating the process.

Others pros dealt with 
the depths off road. Arthur 
Tanner III, who first began 
clearing properties with his 
now-retired father, Art Tan-
ner Jr., has been at it “for way 
too long,” he said. 

“I’m not one of those 
guys who goes out with a 
tape measure, but I know it 
was a heap of snow,” he said. 
“That’s all I think of.”

Tanner added that con-
sidering the enormous 
amount of snowfall, things 
could have been worse.

“But it was nice plow-
ing light snow,” he said. “It 
came off really easily, and 
the ground was frozen so 

didn’t rip it up too much.” 
Tanner knew people were 

prepared for the worst with 
snow shovels and genera-
tors, but he was pleased the 
area was spared the heavy 
sort of snow that can devel-
op in the spring and cause 
havoc with trees, downed 
wires and power outages.

Although the snow, which 
Tanner estimated to be more 
than he has dealt with over 
the past two years, cleared 
throughout Thursday, much 
of the storm’s aftermath 
continued for days more. 

“I was working for three 
days on roofs and making 
paths around houses in case 
someone needed to get in 
there for an emergency,” he 
said.

North East resident John 
Brunese said he had been out 
cleaning up for nearly half a 
day following the Nor’easter, 
and had about 14 inches of 
snow at his home, despite 
the numbers calculated by 
meteorologist Huff.

“[I had] heard about 23 
inches in Millerton,” he said, 
noting Winchell Mountain 
reportedly got hit with high 
totals. “The ski resorts must 
be very happy.

“It was very big, very 
early into winter and it will 
certainly take considerable 
rain or warm temps or both 
to see it all go away,” he con-
tinued, adding the highway 
workers who help clear the 
roadways for the town and 
village provide an essential 
service for local residents 
and businesses — especially 
important as everyone is 
dealing with the pandemic. 
“As for the town crew, un-
der all that’s going on, I think 
they have done a great job 
keeping up; it’s a lot of man 
hours for them to get it all 
done.”

Brunese concluded with a 
thought that many residents 
who were out there with 
their shovels and snowblow-
ers likely had on their minds, 
as it’s only the end of De-
cember and there are many 
long months of the season 
left to contend with.

 “It’s going to be long win-
ter,” he said. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Cookingham 

graduates  

Basic Training

TroiHunter Cooking-

ham, a lifelong resident 

of Millerton and 2019 

graduate of Webutuck 

High School, was study-

ing criminal justice at 

Columbia Greene Com-

munity College and on 

the baseball team until 

he enlisted and went to 

Basic Combat Training 

on Sept. 15. He graduat-

ed from Basic Training 

with the United States 

Army on Friday, Dec. 4, 

from Fort Sill, Okla.
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are

on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10am

www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

Pastor Savage Frieze
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT

Worship services Sundays at 10 am
AT THE PILGRIM HOUSE 

30 GRANITE AVE, CANAAN:
FISHES & LOAVES Food Pantry  

and CLOSETS for clothing  
Tuesdays from 5 to 7  

and Thursdays from noon to 2
www.facebook.com/ 

northcanaancongregational

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9am
Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational 
Church 

 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online sermons.

Bible Study Guides  
also available by request:  

 info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org
Or contact us at 860-364-5002

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Sacred Heart Church
Christmas Eve - 4 PM

Christmas Day - 10 AM
St. Bridget Church

Christmas Eve - 4 PM
Christmas Day - 10 AM
St. Bernard Church
Christmas Eve - 4 PM

Christmas Day - 10 AM 
Face masks required

Worship Services
Week of December 27, 2020

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Greenwoods  
Community Church

355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Kidz Konnection 
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)

Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler

413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
ONLINE

Visit our website for links
     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 

Virtual Sunday service 10:30 AM 
Trinity Lime Rock Facebook page
Virtual Coffee Hour & Bible Study

Rev. Heidi Truax
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627 
www.trinitylimerock.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual service on
Sunday, January 10 at 10:30 a.m.

“Is your glass half full or half empty?” 
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 am, 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

MILLERTON — Marian 
(Shea) Smith, 94, a 65-year 
resident of Miller-
ton, died peacefully 
on Dec. 15, 2020, at 
Sharon Hospital, with 
family at her bedside. 

M r s .  Sm i t h 
worked as a health 
care aide at Noble 
Horizons for more 
than 20 years prior 
to her retirement.

Born Oct. 30, 1926, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., she was the 
daughter of the late Marian 
(Scheurer) and Joseph Shea. 

Following her graduation 
from high school she married 
Stanley G. Smith in Penn-
sylvania in 1945 and briefly 
resided in Long Island, N.Y., 
before moving to Millerton 
with their young family. They 
shared 50 years together before 
Mr. Smith’s passing on July 30, 
1995.   

Over the course of six-plus 
decades in Millerton, Marian 
worked for Keuffel & Esser in 
Millerton and wrote a week-
ly column for The Millerton 
News. Her “Cracker Barrel” 
column focused on weekly 
events and happenings in and 
around Millerton and was en-
joyed by many. 

She was a Realtor for Sca-
derpane Realty in Millerton.

One of her proudest accom-
plishments was founding and 
operating Thriftique, a thrift 
shop in Millerton. She donated 
all the proceeds to the Astor 
Head Start-Millerton Day Care. 

She was a longtime parishio-
ner of Immaculate Conception 
Church in Amenia, and in her 
spare time volunteered with the 
Millerton Historical Society. 

She will be dearly missed by 

her loving family and her many 
friends throughout the village.

Marian is sur-
vived by her lov-
ing son, Michael C. 
Smith and his wife, 
Cindy Dietter-Smith 
of Millerton; her dear 
brother, Jim McElroy 
and his wife, Bonnie, 
of Hoschton, Ga.; her 
devoted grandchil-
dren, Christopher 
S. Najdek, Jennifer 

M. Najdek, Donald P. Najdek 
and Dustin C. Smith and his 
girlfriend, Erin Gannon; her 
great-grandchildren, Lindsey, 
Emiley and Lily Najdek and 
their mother Renee, Spencer 
and Hannah Parks and their 
father Jamie Parks and Allegra 
and Nikka Najdek and their 
mother Kamilla, and Wilma 
Vigano, a foreign exchange stu-
dent who became her “second 
daughter.” 

In addition to her parents 
and husband she was prede-
ceased by her beloved daughter, 
Mariley Smith Najdek in 2014.

Graveside services and 
burial will take place at Iron-
dale Cemetery in Millerton in 
2021 and will be announced in 
The Millerton News and on the 
funeral home website. The Rev. 
Robert K. Wilson will officiate. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Millerton 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 727, 
Millerton, NY 12546; or Astor 
Head Start-Millerton Day Care, 
11 Park St., Millerton, NY 12546. 

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Scott D. Conklin 
Funeral Home in Millerton. 
To send an online condolence, 
send flowers or plant a tree in 
Marian’s memory, go to www.
conklinfuneralhome.com.

MILLERTON — Susan 
Gyasi-Twum Flinn, of Norwalk, 
Conn., passed away Dec. 9, 2020, 
at Stamford Hospital following 
a courageous fight with breast 
cancer. She was born in Sharon, 
on June 21, 1961, and was one of 
three children born to Russell 
Flinn Sr. and Shirley (Meissner) 
Flinn.

Susan grew up in Millerton, 
where she attended elementary 
school and ultimately gradu-
ated from Webutuck Central 
School in Amenia in 1979. Su-
san pursued further educational 
studies and graduated with a 
BBA degree in accounting 
from Western Connecticut in 
Danbury, Conn., in 1983. She 
began her professional career 
in 1984 as a cash administra-
tor at ABB in White Plains, 
N.Y. She worked at ABB for 
three years before accepting 
a position at Fortune Brands 
(formerly American Brands) in 
Old Greenwich in 1987. Susan 
worked at Fortune Brands for 
over nine years, taking on key 
roles in Cash Management, 
Corporate Finance and Corpo-
rate Development during her 
tenure. She left Fortune Brands 
in 1997 as a Senior Financial 
Analyst to join Blyth Inc, in 
Greenwich, where she man-
aged the company’s strategic 
planning process and investor 
relations. Susan spent nearly 20 
years at Blyth and left in 2016, 
as the company relocated to 
Massachusetts. At that point, 
she was a Senior Manager. 

She moved away from Cor-
porate America to accept a Fi-
nancial Analyst role at a non-
profit organization (Inspirica) in 
Stamford, Conn., in 2016. Susan 
really enjoyed her work at In-
spirica as she was actively in-
volved in managing the finances 
for the company’s homeless 
shelters. She worked at Inspirica 
until earlier this year, when her 
cancer made her unable to work.

Susan’s true passion was her 
love of animals, particularly 
dogs. In this regard, she vol-
unteered at PAWS (Pet Animal 
Welfare Society) in Norwalk, 
starting in 1995. She rose to be 
the president of the organiza-
tion and a member of the Board 
of Directors shortly after 2000. 
More recently, she adopted a 
rescue dog (Lucky), whom she 
loved dearly. 

Susan also had a passion for 
family. She was particularly 
close with her parents, her two 
siblings and her nephews and 
nieces. They would all meet, 

particularly at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, to celebrate as a 
family. She met her husband-to-
be, Kwab Gyasi-Twum in 1988, 
when she worked at Fortune 
Brands and Kwab worked at a 
subsidiary company (American 
Tobacco). The couple traveled 
very frequently, going to such 
getaways as Saint Croix, Jamai-
ca, Aruba, Puerto Rico, Saint 
Maarten and the Bahamas. They 
finally decided to “settle down” 
with marriage in June 2001 but 
added a travel component with 
a private wedding ceremony on 
the “Big Island” in Hawaii. The 
couple was blessed with a son, 
Nicholas, in February 2005. Su-
san was totally devoted to her 
son and put in a great deal of 
effort to get him to basketball 
and football practices and games 
through the years.

Susan is survived by her de-
voted husband of 19 years, Kwab 
Gyasi-Twum; her beloved son, 
Nicholas Gyasi-Twum; her fa-
ther, Russell Flinn Sr., and her 
mother, Shirley Flinn; her sister, 
Denise Lamont and husband, 
Kenneth Sr.; her brother, Rus-
sell Flinn Jr. and wife Donna; 
her uncle Keith Flinn and wife 
Ci; her niece, Kelly Roger and 
husband Keith; her nephew, 
Kenneth Lamont Jr. and wife 
Christina; her nieces, Alicia 
Bishop and husband Jason and 
Allison Flinn; her father-in-law 
and mother-in-law, Mr. Kwaku 
and Mrs. Nancy Gyasi-Twum 
(both predeceased), her sister-
in-law, Gladys Asare and hus-
band Kwabena (predeceased); 
her sister-in-law, Eileen Gyasi-
Twum; her sister-in-law, Betty 
Demby and husband, Joe; and 
her brother-in-law, Kofi Gyasi-
Twum and wife, Essie. And, we 
can’t forget Lucky, who really 
misses her Mommy.

A celebration of Susan’s life 
was held Dec. 19 at the Nicho-
las F. Cognetta Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Stamford.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to ei-
ther PAWS (Pet Animal Welfare 
Society), 504 Main Ave., Nor-
walk, CT 06851; or Inspirica, 
Inc., 141 Franklin St., Stamford, 
CT 06901; or the Bennett Can-
cer Center, Stamford Hospital, 
One Hospital Plaza, Stamford, 
CT 06904.

To leave messages of sym-
pathy and condolence for Su-
san’s family go to her obituary 
posted on www.cognetta.com or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/NicholasFCognettaFuner-
alHomeCrematory.

Susan Gyasi-Twum Flinn

LAKEVILLE — Jean Krulis, 
83, died peacefully in her home 
on Dec. 16, 2020.  

She was born May 1, 1937, in 
Queens, N.Y. 

She is survived by her broth-
ers, John Krulis of Hampton, 
Va., and Chuck Krulis and his 
partner, Peter Franceschetti, of 
Kingston, N.Y.; and by her be-
loved friend, Rosilyn Days.  Her 
life partner, Demetra Silides, 
predeceased her.  

She graduated from The 
Cooper Union’s School of Art.  
She worked in New York City, 
in publishing, as a designer of 
children’s books — most re-
cently at Marshall Cavendish.  

She was very active in the 
life of her churches: The Epis-
copal Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Manhattan (where 
she served as the treasurer for 
many years) and St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church in Amenia 
Union (where she served on the 

Vestry and volunteered in the 
Giving Garden for the Food of 
Life food pantry).  

Jean was a weekend resident 
of Litchfield County for many 
years before retiring and mov-
ing to Connecticut full-time.  
She loved gardening and cook-
ing — and spoiling the many 
cats she adopted over the years.  

A memorial service will be 
held at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church at a future date and will 
be announced on the funeral 
home website. 

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Scott D. Conklin 
Funeral Home in Millerton. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association — Connecticut 
Chapter, 200 Executive Bou-
levard, Suite 4B, Southington, 
CT 06489. 

To send an online condo-
lence, go to www.conklinfu-
neralhome.com.

Jean Krulis

MILLERTON — Timothy 
“Timmy” Granville Shaffer, 49, 
died unexpectedly on Dec. 8, 
2020, at his residence in Pough-
keepsie, N.Y. 

He was born Jan. 22, 1971, 
in Rhinebeck, N.Y., the son of 
Timothy George Shaffer and 
Lida Lee (Shook) Shaffer of 
Millerton.

Timothy grew up in Miller-
ton and graduated from Webu-
tuck High School, class of 1989. 
Following graduation, he was 
employed at Kimberly Clark 
and as an exterior painter. 

He enjoyed baseball, espe-
cially the Yankees, and Ford 

Mustangs. 
His greatest enjoyment and 

love was his dog “Blu.” They 
were inseparable. 

He was predeceased by his 
mother, Lida. 

Surviving is his father, Timo-
thy George Shaffer; his broth-
ers, Jeremy Shaffer and spouse 
Nikita and Jason Shaffer and 
spouse Deidre; his daughters, 
Britney, Brooke and Nicole 
Shaffer; three grandchildren; 
three nieces; and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Private arrangements for the 
immediate family will be held at 
a later date.

Timothy Granville Shaffer

Marian (Shea) Smith

The Lakeville Journal Co. 
published a holiday poster in 
1958 created by Sharon, Conn., 
resident and artist Marianna 
Van Rossen Hoogendyke. The 
poster has always been a prized 
piece of decor in the offices of 
our newspaper, and this year 
we decided to make it into a 
jigsaw puzzle.

To help us in our quest to 
raise funds for the continuing 
publication of our commu-
nity newspapers, The Lakev-
ille Journal and The Millerton 
News, we are now selling the 
puzzle online at www.create-
jigsawpuzzles.com/sell/lakev-
illejournal.

We added a color wash 
to the original image, which 
was black and white and red 
(like the old children’s riddle: 
What’s black and white and 
read all over? A newspaper!).

The colors are intended to 

make the puzzle a little easier 
to complete. 

We have three different 
puzzle options: 500 pieces and 
1,000 pieces in cardboard; and 
500 pieces in wood.

The prices vary for each of 
the three styles; The Lakeville 
Journal Company earns a small 
percentage of each sale.

If enough people order the 
puzzle, we will continue to 
create new puzzles periodi-
cally, including some that will 
feature the advertisements 
from old issues, which are both 
charming and an interesting 
snapshot of what life was like 
in our towns in past eras.

If you have questions or 
ideas (and if you have any 
problems with your order), 
contact cynthiah@lakeville-
journal.com.

— Cynthia Hochswender

A holiday jigsaw puzzle for our readers

The Lakeville Journal Company has created a jigsaw puzzle 

featuring a 1958 holiday poster by Marianna Van Rossen 

Hoogendyke. It can be purchased as a fundraiser for our 

newspaper company.

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER
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Baked goods
•

Lunch and breakfast 
•

Dine in
•

Take out and delivery!

9 Sharon Road Lakeville Ct. • 860-596-4580  
www.greencafelakeville.com
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Cantina + Restaurant

Open 7 days a week
Lunch and Dinner

Full liquor license
Reservations suggested

860.596.4225
227 Main Street Lakeville, CT 06039

Wednesdays 
$5 Margaritas!

Catering
Free delivery 
for schools 

Our 2nd store in Canaan is now open!
Go to www.picantescanaan.com

for menu, reservations
and meals to go

Lakeville Canaan

Monday - Saturday: 11am - 10pm
Sunday: 11am-9pm
Reservations suggested

860.453.4313
499 Ashley Falls Road (Rt 7) 

Canaan, CT 06018

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
from our family to yours!

www.SharonPlayhouse.org    860.364.7469THE

BOATHOUSE
RESTAURANT

AT LAKEVILLE

Sunday - Thursday
11AM-10PM

Friday & Saturday
11AM-11PM

THEBOATHOUSEATLAKEVILLE.COM
349 MAIN STREET, LAKEVILLE, CT 06039

HAPPY HOUR
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

5PM-7PM
860.435.2111

THE 
BOATHOUSE RESTAURANT

AT LAKEVILLE

Sun-� ur  11am-10pm  |  Fri-Sat  11am-11pm

HAPPY HOUR
Mon, Wed, Fri   5pm-7pm

THEBOATHOUSEATLAKEVILLE.COM
349 MAIN STREET, LAKEVILLE, CT  |  860.435.2111

(860) 364.5380 • 349A Main Street Lakeville, CT
www.roaringoaksflorist.com

Let us help you deck all of your halls this holiday season!

Unique designs created with personal attention

29 Bissell Street (860) 435-2211
www.visionarycomputer.net 

Visionary Computer

The New16”
MacBook Pro

Make the 
holidays 
really bright.

29 Bissell Street (860) 435-2211
www.visionarycomputer.net 

Visionary Computer

The New16”
MacBook Pro

Make the 
holidays 
really bright.

29 Bissell Street (860) 435-2211
www.visionarycomputer.net 

Visionary Computer

The New16”
MacBook Pro

Make the 
holidays 
really bright.

Teaching and nurturing our  
communities’ children for over 40 years.

Enrollment Now Open!

www.housatonicchildcare.org
30 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

(860)435-9694 | housatonicchildcarecenter@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE
Wine & Beer Tasting 

& Silent Auction Benefit
NOVEMBER 7, 2020

Happy Holidays!

Teaching and nurturing our  
communities’ children for over 40 years.

Enrollment Now Open!

www.housatonicchildcare.org
30 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

(860)435-9694 | housatonicchildcarecenter@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE
Wine & Beer Tasting 

& Silent Auction Benefit
NOVEMBER 7, 2020

Happy Holidays!Happy Holida� !
SAVE THE DATE

Virtual Bingo 
with a KICK Raffl e

MARCH 11, 2021
 Details to follow at 

www.housatonicchildcare.org

b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
f a ce b o o k / b l a c k ra b b i tc t

i n s t a / b l a c k ra b b c t

j o i n  u s  fo r  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  H o s e  Co.  
Pa ra d e  o f  L i g h t s  

o n  S u n  D e c.  8 t h ,  5 p m !
h o t  b e ve ra g e s  o n  t h e  t e r ra ce !

(

)b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
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wishing everyone a safe 
and healthy holiday season

THE 
WHITE HART

WHITE HART PROVISIONS
860 435 0030 • WHITEHARTINN.COM

ON SALISBURY TOWN GREEN • EST. 1806

Breakfast, lunch, coffee and to-Go

dinner in the tap room and to-go

 

 

 
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY & MOVEMENT EDUCATION 

 

Happy Holidays to All  
Physical Therapy • Pilates • Tai Chi Balance 

Bente Dahl-Busby, PT, DPT, NCPT 
 

101 Gay Street (Rte 41), Sharon, CT  •   860.397.5363  
danicacenter@gmail.com   •    danicacenter.com 
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Happy Holidays to All  
Physical Therapy • Pilates • Tai Chi Balance 

Bente Dahl-Busby, PT, DPT, NCPT 
 

101 Gay Street (Rte 41), Sharon, CT  •   860.397.5363  
danicacenter@gmail.com   •    danicacenter.com 

SERVING THE NORTHWEST CORNER AND BEYOND

CONTACT ADAM MAYER
ad□am@gopaddleboar□dct.com | cell: 443.676.6696

Products & Services to Fit Your Needs & Budget 

210 East Canaan Rd, East Canaan, CT 06024
www.rosehillkb.com

Office: (860) 824-8051

Design • Sales • Installation • Remodeling

since 1924 

ARN8FF 
MOVING & STORAGE 

Household, Office, Industrial Moves & Storage 
Self Storage Units • Portable Self Storage Units 

Pack & Ship Services - FedEx, UPS, OHL 

since 1924 

ARN8FF 
MOVING & STORAGE 

Household, Office, Industrial Moves & Storage 
Self Storage Units • Portable Self Storage Units 

Pack & Ship Services - FedEx, UPS, OHL 

since 1924 

ARN8FF 
MOVING & STORAGE 

Household, Office, Industrial Moves & Storage 
Self Storage Units • Portable Self Storage Units 

Pack & Ship Services - FedEx, UPS, OHL 

Happy Holidays!

Lakevi� e Wine & Spirits

860-435-2600
336 Main Street, PO Box 1837
Lakeville, CT 06039

Happy Holidays!

Find us on BeerMenus.com, updated daily

246 Warren Turnpike Falls Village, CT
860.824.4720

Happy 
Holidays!

Happy 
Holidays!

Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline

1 John Street PO Box 656 (518) 789-3014
Millerton, NY 12546 www.crownenergycorp.com

Your local Home Healthcare Agency 

1 hour visits to 24/7 care 

Light Housekeeping • Meal Prep •  Transportation •  Personal Care •  
Medication Reminders 

...and more! 

Call today for more information 

860-435-1266

Director: Meghan Kenny 

Your local Home Healthcare Agency 

1 hour visits to 24/7 care 

Light Housekeeping • Meal Prep •  Transportation •  Personal Care •  
Medication Reminders 

...and more! 

Call today for more information 

860-435-1266

Director: Meghan Kenny 

Your local Home Healthcare Agency 

1 hour visits to 24/7 care 
Light Housekeeping • Meal Prep 
Transportation • Personal Care  

Medication Reminders 
...and more! 

Call today for more information 860-435-1266
Director: Meghan Kenny

We wish you every joy of the 
season and time to enjoy family, 

friends and books. Our free 
programs for all ages continue 

throughout the winter. 

SCOVILLELIBRARY.ORG
860-435-2838 | 38 MAIN STREET, SALISBURY, CT.

We wish you a happy, healthy  
holiday and new year of joy  

and renewal. Our Zoom  
programs for all ages continue 

throughout the winter.

Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays
The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce and The Lakeville Journal Company 

wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 
Shop, eat, and read local. These businesses help keep our communities vibrant. 
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Happy Holidays!
Making A Difference One Game At A Time

3 Highland Lane Canaan, CT 06018
860-824-5243 • Willie@sportingAcause.com

PHONE: 860.824.7325•FAX: 860.824.1081
210 East Canaan Road, Rt. 44, East Canaan, CT in the Rose Hill Plaza

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
917 536 5365 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

KATIE BALDWIN

HARNEY MILLERTON  1 RAILROAD PLAZA 
HARNEY SOHO  433 BROOME STREET 

SHOP ONLINE AT HARNEY.COM
OR CALL US AT 1.800.TEA.TIME

CELEBRATE THE SEASON! 
JOIN US FOR TEA, LUNCH, 

& HOLIDAY SHOPPING.

Marilisa Camardi
Assistant Vice President
Branch Manager

North Canaan Stop and Shop
11 East Main Street
North Canaan, CT 06018

T: 860.824.7058 F: 844.786.5575
E: Marilisa.Camardi@Peoples.com

Happy Holidays to all!

Ha
pp

y H
oli

da
ys!

Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
Attorneys at Law

Linda M. Patz
Admitted in CT & RI

Michael P. Citrin
Admitted in CT, MA & NY

• Real Estate - Residential & Commercial •
• Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning • Corporations, LLC’s, LLP’s •

• Probate & Estate Administration • Civil Litigation •

(860) 824-7777

7 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018

Fax: (860) 824-7622
Email: lpatz@drurypatz.com • mcitrin@drurypatz.com

Diana S. Paruta, Probate Paralegal | Becky Cahill, Paralegal  
Nicole Sharpley, Paralegal | Lynn C. Nania, Office Manager

SEGALLA
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

112 ALLYNDALE ROAD
NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-4444
www.segallasandandgravel.com

Since 1959 S3
84

28
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SEGALLA
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

112 ALLYNDALE ROAD
NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-4444
www.segallasandandgravel.com
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SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing 
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing
Sanding & Salting of Parking LotsALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

one call
for all your

Winter 
projects

William J. Cole Agency, Inc.
GENERAL INSURANCE

Home • Auto • Farm • Renters • Commercial

VICKI BENJAMIN, AGENT/OWNER

1 JOHN STREET 518-789-4657
MILLERTON, NY 12546 FAX 518-789-3576

Happy Holidays!

\..---�- . .  --�-�---· & spa ·-. ____ _�---

Hylton Hundt 
518.789.9390 

Route 44 East I Millerton 

hyltonhundtsalon.com 

_._ Give them a gift they'll actually use�
� A Hylton Hundt Gift Certicate �

• Full Line of Facials (all include a facial massage)
• Microdermabrasion Treatment • Manicures & Pedicures

• Create a Personal Spa Package

And of course you can get a certificate for 
any of our Hair Services: Color ... Cut ... Blow-Dry 

call 518-789-9390 
email hyltonhundtsalon@gmail.com 

\..---�- . .  --�-�---· & spa ·-. ____ _�---

Hylton Hundt 
518.789.9390 

Route 44 East I Millerton 

hyltonhundtsalon.com 

_._ Give them a gift they'll actually use�
� A Hylton Hundt Gift Certicate �

• Full Line of Facials (all include a facial massage)
• Microdermabrasion Treatment • Manicures & Pedicures

• Create a Personal Spa Package

And of course you can get a certificate for 
any of our Hair Services: Color ... Cut ... Blow-Dry 

call 518-789-9390 
email hyltonhundtsalon@gmail.com 

518.789.9390
hyltonhundtsalon@gmail.com

Route 44, East | Millerton
hyltonhundtsalon.com

Give them the gift they’ll actually use!
A Hylton Hundt Gift Certi� cate

for any of our Hair Services Color...Cut...Blow-Dry

� anks for all your support during these challenging times!

The Shoppe
11 Railroad Street Canaan, CT

860-671-0214
Shop local
Store Hours: Saturday 10-4,  
       Other days by chance or appointment
There is something for everyone on your list!
Antiques • Collectibles • Furniture • Books • Artwork
Sterling Silver Jewelry • Local Handmade Gifts • Vinyl

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT 06039

Linda Robertson
Linda.Robertson@assuredpartners.com
Phone 1-800-762-7369

We’ll
cover
from
your
city

home

INSURANCE

to
your

country
home

And everything
in between.

We’ll cover from your city home  
to your country home

and everything in between

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT
1-800-762-7369

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

James F. Kennedy
Susan G. Vreeland

19 Main Street
P.O. Box 254
Salisbury, CT 06068

phone: 860.435.1414
fax: 860.435.1401
jim@salisburywines.com
www.salisburywines.com

 

MOORE & MORE 
PRINTING 

 
Stacey L. Moore 

 

17 Dutchess Avenue ♦ P. O. Box 880 
Millerton, New York 12546 

Tel: 518.789.4508 ♦ Fax: 518-789-4509 
Email: mooreandmore@taconic.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
 

Abusive relationships are not okay. 
We can help. 

 

Hotline 860-364-1900 
www.wssdv.org 

All services are free and confidential. 
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All services are free and confidential. 
 

Rock & Roll Apparel & Accessories ◆ Hoodies & Crews
 Hats & Gloves ◆ Stickers  ◆  Patches  ◆  Pins  ◆  Funko Pop!

Toys  ◆  Puzzles  ◆  Mugs ◆ Carhartt Apparel  ◆  Fleece
Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery

Gift Certifi cates Available

518-592-1777   •  sal.tshirtfarm@gmail.com 
www.TshirtFarmNY.com

22 Main Street Millerton, NY 12546

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

MILLERTON SERVICE CENTER
Quality Used Cars
Maintenance & Repairs

Michael Lyman
Adam Lyman

Master Technicians
(518) 789-3462            52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

Happy Holidays From:

KITCHENS ◆ BATHS ◆ TILES ◆ CABINETS

Gift giving 
with a purpose.

This year, support local farmers, producers, and growers with 
the Mountainside Café Gift Card. Our fresh, wholesome 
meals are made with the best locally sourced ingredients 
available every season. Holiday season included!

with a purpose.with a purpose.

armers, produoduoducers, and grrooowwers with 
ft Cat Carrd. Our fd. Our fd. Our fresh, wholesome esh, wholesome esh, wholesome 

e made with the best locally soue made with the best locally soue made with the best locally sou ed inged inged ing edients edients 

251 Route 7, South Falls Village, CT 06031       860 824 7876       mountainsidecafe.com

boutique hotel & new mediterranean cuisine

themillertoninn .com

518.592.1900Op� W�n�d�s
� M�d�s

L�� & D�n�
1 1	 � 9pm

THE MILLERTON INN

Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays
The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce and The Lakeville Journal Company 

wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 
Shop, eat, and read local. These businesses help keep our communities vibrant. 



Willow Roots food pantry pairs with the

Stissing House to feed the hungry for the holidays

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — With this 
Christmas set in the center of 
a global pandemic, celebrations 
have changed, traditions have 
been altered and residents may 
find themselves isolated and in 
need of a miracle. In a joint ef-
fort to feed local families and 
bring some holiday cheer into 
their homes, Willow Roots and 
The Stissing House worked in 
tandem to arrange and deliver 
meals to local families during the 
Willow Roots food pantry’s an-
nual Christmas Party on Sunday, 
Dec. 20, proving that a little love 
goes a long way and that there are 
no limits to what can be done to 
help others.

“Everything we do — every-
thing — is love,” Willow Roots 
co-founder Lisa Zayas said sim-
ply. “People love to do something 
that they can give back. It gives 
somebody a purpose.”

Running from noon to 2 
p.m. behind The Stissing Center 
building at 2950 Church St., the 
food pantry’s party drew com-
munity support in various ca-
pacities. On the night before the 
party, Zayas said Willow Roots, 
with help from members of the 
community, was able to get tick-
ets to send 32 family members to 

PHOTOS BY KAITLIN LYLE

From left, Victoria, Laila and Juliana Baluk volunteered their 

time at the Willow Roots’ annual Christmas party where 

they handed Christmas dinners out to families in need.

take home with them. 
“I think anything that brings a 

little bit of beauty is welcome — 
it’s been a curious year,” Rigano 
said. “I think [2020] was a mo-
ment for people to slow down 
and think about what’s impor-
tant. At the end of the day, it’s 
about community and coming 
together.”

Willow Roots volunteers Ray 
Christiansen and Victoria Baluk 
also pitched in, collecting toys to 
provide to 22 children and eight 
families.

“I think everybody, more than 

ever, is anxious to help in any way 
they can,” Baluk said.

Given the countless people 
who donated what they could to 
help Willow Roots tend to the 
community this holiday season, 
Zayas said, “As you can see, Wil-
low Roots is an umbrella for ev-
erybody. We belong to the com-
munity… without those roots, we 
can never be that big tree. Our 
volunteers are the most conscien-
tious, devoted, loving — they’ve 
gotten to know the family.”

“It really is a joint effort,” Pa-
tricia Jean added. “Everybody 
pitched in — there’s a long list 
of donors and volunteers and it’s 
very much a community event. 
It’s been a terrible year for every-
body, so it’s very meaningful to be 
able to do this. Willow Roots is a 
real godsend to the community.”

“We all take different things 
away from things like this,” said 
Stissing Center President Jack 
Banning, “but what matters is 
how it’s received.”

see a production of “The Nut-
cracker” at the Wethersfield Es-
tate in Amenia. The food pantry 
was also able to deliver 199 meals 
that day, feeding 65 households 
and distributing 70 turkeys.

Since 8 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing, Stissing House owners Patri-
cia and Michel Jean were at their 
restaurant preparing all the meals 
for families to pick up that af-
ternoon, offering a choice of a 
roast beef, turkey or vegetable 
lasagna dinner with all the fix-
ings. Throughout the afternoon, 
volunteers worked together to 
bring the meals the Jeans had 
lovingly packed to the cars of 
incoming families, welcoming 
them to the party with a smile 
and sending them on their way 
with a hot, nourishing meal.

From the moment they pulled 
into the parking lot, families were 
greeted warmly by volunteers 
who offered them their choice 
of a free Santa hat, elf hat or rein-
deer antlers. Afterward, families 
were invited to park their cars 
and explore the party’s different 
stations or otherwise continue 
driving through the lot. Fire pits 
were set up around the park-
ing lot to keep both visitors and 
volunteers nice and toasty, and 
Ronnybrook Dairy set up a hot 
cocoa station to offer everyone 
something warm to drink. 

The Pine Plains Platter pre-
pared Santa boxes for the oc-
casion with Ronnybrook milk 
and homemade cookies from 
the Platter, as children’s faces 
lit up when they spotted Santa 
nearby. Inviting the children to 
share their Christmas wishes, 
Santa handed out bags of candy, 
cookies and little presents to the 
boys and girls who came over 
with their families to visit him.

At another station, FORM + 
LIGHT founder Sarah Rigano 
handed out unique branches of 
gathered greens for families to 

From left, Bodhi Steimke, 3, had a special Christmas visit 

with Santa Claus alongside with Ethan Wendover, 5, at Wil-

low Roots’ annual Christmas party.
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Working to improve & maintain 
the health and wellbeing of 

the people in our community.

Happy Holidays

The Foundation for Community Health • 478 Cornwall Bridge Road • Sharon, CT 06069

Remember your pets!
Fun Toys * Tasty Treats* 

Warm Bedding

All for this Holiday Season

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 TO 5:30; SATURDAY: 9 TO 4:00
333 MAIN STREET, LAKEVILLE CT (860) 435-8833

(860) 596-4158
19 Main Street, Salisbury CT

Sunday
12pm-9pm

Wide menu & wine selection

Tuesday - Saturday 
11am-10pm

Happy Holidays!

860-824-2600 | geercares.org

Happy Holidays

860-824-813  |  geercares.org

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Litchfield County

 

Visiting Nurse & Hospice  
of Litchfield County 

Home Health ǀ Hospice 
 Home Assistance Services 
Providing expert, compassionate 

 Home Health Care to all of the towns in 
Litchfield County as well as Burlington, 

Canton and Hartland 

Questions? Call us today at (860) 379-8561 
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Providing expert, compassionate 
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Visiting Nurse & Hospice  
of Litchfield County 

Home Health ǀ Hospice 
 Home Assistance Services 
Providing expert, compassionate 

 Home Health Care to all of the towns in 
Litchfield County as well as Burlington, 

Canton and Hartland 

Questions? Call us today at (860) 379-8561 

Home Health | Hospice | Home Assistance Services
Providing expert, compassionate Home Health Care  

to all of the towns in Litchfield County  
as well as Burlington, Canton and Hartland 

Questions? Call us today at (860) 379-8561

Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays

Thank you to our  
2020 TSC SPONSORS!

Join the Tri-State
Chamber today!

Housatonic Heritage
Sharon Playhouse

Lakeville Journal Co
Ed Herrington’s Inc

Geer Village Senior Center
Litchfield Bancorp

Sharon Health Care Center
Fairview Hospital
Nuvance Health
Lime Rock Park

Salisbury Garden Center
C.A. Lindell & Son Inc

Sharon Lawn & Landscape
WHDD Robin Hood Radio

tristatechamber.com
facebook/tristatechamber
instagram/tristatechamber
info@tristatechamber.com

860 . 435 . 0740

The Lakeville Journal Company
• & • 

FOSTERING DEMOCRACY 
and an 

ATMOSPHERE OF OPEN COMMUNICATION



SCHOOLHOUSE Continued from Page A1 TALK OF THE TOWNE Continued from Page A1

ADOPT-A-FAMILY Continued from Page A1

POLICE REFORM Continued from Page A1
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A gift subscription to your community newspapers, whether in print, digital or web, is 

the perfect gift for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative who is away from the 

Tri-State area but would like to keep up with the local news ... a student away at school 

or college... or anyone who wants to know what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

Give the gift of … News!

Contact Sandra Lang, or send in the form below.
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com

Or go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community Newspapers & Regional News Website

Give a gift subscription!

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FOR:
 The Lakeville Journal       The Millerton News

 Print       Website       Digital  Edition

To: 
Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Town _____________ State ________ Zip __________

Phone Number ________________________________

Email _______________________________________

From: 
Your Name ___________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Town _____________ State ________ Zip __________

Phone Number ________________________________

Email _______________________________________

Your recipient will receive access to the best regional news site with their print subscription gift. 
Be sure to include their email address.

Applicable one year rate
$82 (in county)

$98 (outside county)

You pay only
$62

$74

IN PRINT (includes website)

One year
Website Only    $82

Digital Edition  $82

ONLINE
SAVE

25%

Mail this form to: The Lakeville Journal, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

PHOTO BY MARY HOSIER

The Talk of the Towne Deli’s business sign was vandalized 

on Sunday, Dec. 13. Deli co-owner Mary Hosier said she 

does not believe the vandalism was connected to her well-

publicized anti-mask views.

and then we put the two together 
when it was en route. It was quite 
an effort. It was amazing. There 
were problems all along the way. 
But nothing worthwhile comes 
easy.”

Throughout the process ap-
provals had to be obtained from 
the state (Route 22 is a state road 
and it also owns the Rail Trail) 
and from Dutchess County, 
which leases the Rail Trail from 
the state.

Financing the schoolhouse

Fedele added that in addition 
to the logistical, engineering and 
physical challenges, the Friends 
had to fundraise to both purchase 
the historic one-room school-
house and then to transport it. 
Then there was the cost of re-
storing it — and doing so in an 
historically accurate manner. 

Local craftsmen and profes-
sionals like John Crawford, Da-
vid Shapiro and Jeanne Vanecko 
contributed to the project — 
much of it pro bono work that 
Fedele said was invaluable. 

The entire project cost 
$160,000 to complete, according 
to Fedele, who said “we started 
out with zero — absolutely noth-
ing — but a lot of people donated.

“A lot of people helped,” he 
said with gratitude. “This is a 
project for the people and of the 
people. I never went to the Town 
Board to ask for funding. I did 
not feel it was appropriate to use 
public money to fund the efforts; 
I felt it should be a private effort. 
We are a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, a 501(C)3.”

To this day, Fedele said the 
Friends’ main expenses are to 
pay for insurance, which costs 
approximately $2,000 annually; 
in addition to lighting the school-
house and other utility costs; 
contributing to the community 

betterment group, Townscape; 
and helping to maintain the com-
posting toilets on the Rail Trail 
for community use. 

It operates, primarily, thanks 
to annual donations, and even 
manages to sponsor two annual 
scholarships in the North East 
(Webutuck) Central School Dis-
trict worth $1,000 each. 

The schoolhouse’s yearly 
expenses amount to roughly 
$5,000, according to Fedele’s 
calculations. Although that cost 
can be difficult to cover some 
years, this year, when the school-
house didn’t open at all due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, has been 
especially challenging.

Personal connection

TFIS Board member John 
Brunese has a long history with 
the Irondale Schoolhouse. His 
grandfather, Emmanuel John 
Brunese, known as E. John 
Brunese, bought the schoolhouse 
in the 1940s, and owned it when 
John, technically John Alan (or 
John A.), was born. Emmanuel 
John and his family lived across 
the road from the schoolhouse; 
he owned a junkyard and used 
the schoolhouse to store newspa-
pers and rags, which were non-
recyclable in those days.

“Maybe you’re not aware of 
it, but there used to be a market 
for rags, old clothing and such,” 
said John A. Brunese. “My grand-
father never wanted to change 
anything [at the schoolhouse]; he 
always wanted to take care of it, 
and it stayed that way until he 
passed and then and when the 
deterioration started, my grand-
mother took care of it.”

John Alan is now 69 years old 
and continues to live in North 
East. He still remembers play-
ing in old schoolhouse with his 
sister, Lynn, when he was but a 

young child.
“When I was 10 and my sister 

was 6, that was a great place to 
play,” he reminisced.

After his grandfather passed 
away, his grandmother, Mar-
jorie, lived in the schoolhouse. 
When it became too difficult for 
her to climb the stairs, sometime 
around the late 80s or early 90s, 
she sold it to Floyd Rosini, who 
opened his furniture refinishing 
business in the former school-
house.

It was Rosini who sold the 
schoolhouse, but not the property 
it was on, to Fedele for $30,000 
— it took two years to raise the 
money to buy the schoolhouse, 
which taught roughly 2,500 local 
children between 1858 and 1930.

“It’s a treasure,” said Fedele. 
“Dec. 19, 2013 — that was an his-
toric day when we moved the 
building. Every road into Mil-
lerton was closed at the height of 
the Christmas season. Merchants 
were a little upset but we had no 
choice.”

Two years later, in 2015, the 
schoolhouse opened as an educa-
tional site and offered tours of its 
tiny building, as well as activities 
for local families.

“Now, as I drive by, I always 
stop and take a look and say, ‘Oh 
what a treasure.’ It is historic and 
it really is in the center of the his-
toric district of Millerton,” Fedele 
added.

What donations mean, 

the schoolhouse’s future

It was Brunese who spear-
headed the Webutuck scholar-
ship campaign roughly four years 
ago; initially just one student 
received the award. Last year, 
the board increased it to two 
recipients.

“We rely on donations,” said 
Brunese frankly. “We don’t sell 

products. We simply rely on 
annual donors to contribute 
and keep us going, and it’s been 
working out fine… The key is to 
it is keep it maintained and keep 
it open… This year is a little more 
challenging and I don’t know 
how people are thinking. It will 
be kind of interesting how people 
will react to this [pandemic]; it’s 
a costly event we’ll be paying for 
years. 

“Yesterday I heard [Governor] 
Cuomo say for the first time that 
we’re going to start raising tax-
es,” he added. “This [pandemic] 
comes with costs, that’s for sure. 
It’s going to be a really challeng-
ing 2021.”

But Brunese said it’s impor-
tant that the community con-
tinue to support its history, and 
educating future generations — 
especially about local lore.

“I know when go I by and peo-
ple are still looking in the school-
house’s windows, that’s reward-
ing in itself,” he said, “they come 
in and feel the experience and 
find out a little bit about history. 
I hope it continues forever… The 
most challenging part is seeing 
it kept up and utilized. This has 
been a horrible year for that but 
it’s still there, well maintained, 
and hopefully it will be a focal 
point in Millerton for a long, 
long time.”

A brief celebration to com-
memorate the Irondale School-
house’s seventh anniversary 
on the Rail Trail was held on 
Saturday, Dec. 19, at noon, with 
Fedele ringing the schoolhouse 
bell. Because of the nor’easter 
two days earlier that dumped 23 
inches of snow in Millerton and 
the intense cold, no one attended; 
Fedele said the ceremony lasted 
mere minutes. The FOIS Board 
met the next day for photos.

ous readers of this newspaper 
wrote letters to the editor that 
were published on Dec. 17.

The vandalism trend

But since the 13th, new infor-
mation has come to light, accord-
ing to Hosier, reversing her opin-
ion. Namely, other businesses in 
the village of Millerton have had 
their signs vandalized, including 
the NorthEast-Millerton Library, 
the Salisbury Bank & Trust, and 
reportedly, Duxbury & Hermans 
Insurance, all on Main Street. The 
bank reported its sign damaged 
on Dec. 7, according to Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office Capt. 
John Watterson, who gave an 
update on Monday, Dec. 21. 

“I spoke to the Deputy han-
dling the bank case, and at this 
point there haven’t been any 
leads or arrests made, however 
the investigation is continuing,” 
reported Capt. Watterson. “Also, 
there isn’t a known connection 
between the cases at this point, 
however since they all seemed to 
occur around the same time it’s 
certainly possible that there is a 
connection.”

Other minor property dam-
age was also done to some Main 
Street merchants the weekend 
of Dec. 5, according to Oblong 
Books & Music co-owner Dick 
Hermans, who said because no 
major property damage has been 
done thus far, it’s unlikely the 
Millerton Business Alliance will 
get involved.

On Thursday, Dec. 17, Hosier 
said she’s reversed her position 
blaming The Millerton News for 
the vandalism.

Nothing personal

“We think it’s nothing against 
us personally,” she said in an 
interview, adding she heard ad-
ditional businesses were hit on 
the 13th, but was inclined not to 
name them. “But I also got a lot 
of grief from the article. It said 
we were non-mask wearers; we 
do wear masks. And then I got at-
tacked for saying we don’t believe 
in COVID, and I do.”

It was then pointed out that 
the article specifically quotes Ho-
sier on the record saying she does 
believe in the coronavirus, which 
she acknowledged.

“Whoever read it, read it 
wrong,” she said in frustration. 

She was asked if she thought 
the article and editorial were fair. 

“I think so. I appreciate it,” 
she said. “Actually, some of those 

people [attacking us] were our 
customers for years. Apparently 
they only heard one side of the 
story. We got attacked, yes, but 
we do have a lot of support, too.”

Hosier worried that the ar-
ticle “made it sound like one of 
the sources caught COVID at 
the deli,” although she acknowl-
edged that’s not what the article 
reported. The trouble, she said, is 
“people only read what they want 
to read.”

The trouble with masks

As far as masks, Hosier, who 
wears them when going out, said 
her issue is that they get dirty — 
very dirty — and quickly. 

“I wear masks, it [doesn’t] 
mean I totally believe in them,” 
she said. “Apparently I’m not en-
titled to believing these masks 
don’t totally work when they’re 
filthy and dirty and people keep 
re-wearing them over and over. 
How is that healthy?”

Of course, face coverings can 
be washed. For guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) on how 
to do so, go to www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-
face-coverings.

Surprise BOH inspection

Speaking of healthy, Hosier 
insisted her deli is safe. She said 
that Talk of the Towne just passed 
a surprise inspection from the 
BOH on Thursday, Dec. 10.

“Everything is fine. They  
didn’t find anything, and they 
checked everything,” she said. 
“Everybody was wearing masks. 
They checked up on us because 
of that lady complaining. They 
came out and gave us a clean bill 
of health.” 

As for the controversy, Ho-
sier said it’s been tough seeing so 
much negativity directed her way.

“You can’t imagine them say-
ing such negative things,” she said.

But a drop in business? 
“No, not at all,” she said.
The sign will eventually be 

replaced. The deli co-owner de-
cided not to file a police report, 
although she will be installing a 
security camera. 

Her final thoughts on the 
whole matter?

“Why can’t we all just get 
along?” asked Hosier. “I’m over 
this. But we’re here for [our critics], 
no matter what, even with their 
negative comments. If they need 
something, we’re here for them.”

made a cash donation as did 
patrons of the Salisbury Bank 
(with branches throughout the 
Tri-state region), who also left 
toys that will be used for next 
year’s program.

“Every day I’m shocked 
when the money comes in,” 
said Moore. “I know we all get 
it, but because of this terrible 
pandemic year it doesn’t quite 
feel like Christmas when you’re 
not dealing with toys. But it re-
ally went well, and we feel really 
good. People are still coming in 
with money — you know — in 
lieu of their own birthday [they 
say] ‘Here’s a check’ or ‘We don’t 
need anything so hopefully this 
helps you.’”

With one week still to go be-
fore Christmas, Moore said the 
group had provided Christmas 
for 99 families and more than 
200 children 13 years of age and 
below.

“We’re comfortable to ride 
out the next week for people who 
will continue to sign up and that 
we’ll be able to take care of,” she 
said.

As a result of Saperstein’s 
closing several years ago, which 
had helped supply warm clothing 
for the holiday drive, the group 
had been distributing gift cards 
valued at $100 per child to other 
local stores so families could still 
purchase new clothing they nor-
mally purchased at Saperstein’s 
at a discounted cost. Moore 
made the decision to up the value 
by $50 this year so families could 
then purchase toys or “whatever 
was necessary to let Christmas 
be Christmas,” something she felt 
especially important while the 
coronavirus is still raging. 

“We are blessed we still have 
local stores that can provide 
warm clothing or toys or food,” 
said Moore. “A family with four 
children, that’s $600 of gift cards 
to figure out how to do Christ-
mas… Whatever they were going 
through, it was a real shot in the 
arm to figure out Christmas.”

As always, Moore credits 
others for the program’s suc-
cess. She sent a “Big thank you 
to Billy Anstett of the Sunday in 
the Country Food Drive, because 

he ran every week to different 
stores buying the gift cards for 
us. He truly was Santa out there 
running around.”

She added, “We have worked 
hand-in-hand with the local 
schools — Webutuck and Pine 
Plains — to make sure we had the 
kids covered that needed it. We 
have a good connection there.”

Families received their gift 
cards at her Moore and More 
Printing, where she credits the 
company’s Deb Phillips with the 
program running “100% smooth-
ly,” for so long.

“She has managed the entire 
program — organizing it and 
putting it into Excel and mak-
ing sure we double checked ev-
erything — literally checked it 
twice.”

That’s in addition to her regu-
lar work.

Moore noted this year she is 
dedicating the program to Mar-
ian Smith, who passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, and was a “true 
contributor to the community,” 
including Adopt-a-Family, which 
was inspired by Smith’s daugh-

ter, the late Mariley Najdek, who 
was Moore’s good friend, a for-
mer mayor of Millerton and  the 
founder of the local Astor Day 
Care program. 

“We live in one of the greatest 
places of America around here,” 
concluded Moore. “I think we’ll 
close out the year on a healthy, 
hopefully happy note with those 
who needed Christmas having it. 
We do what we do only because 
of all those who didn’t think of 
themselves, but of someone else, 
and gave. It all happens because 
of that. There, but for the grace 
of God, it could be any one of us.”

There’s still time to make a tax 
deductible contribution through 
the Berkshire Taconic Commu-
nity Foundation. 

To contribute to the Christ-
mas clothing and toy drive for lo-
cal children in need, send a check 
made out to Adopt-a-Family to 
P.O. Box 880, Millerton, NY 
12546 or call 518-789-4508 for 
more information.

fice to complete its own reform 
plan, according to a statement 
from Dutchess County Execu-
tive Marc Molinaro’s office. 

Molinaro’s office further 
explained that two workgroups 
— a Community Stakeholder 
Workgroup and a Municipal 
Leaders & Police Chiefs Work-
group — were formed as part 
of the Collaborative, both of 
which have been meeting dur-
ing the last several months. Ad-
ditionally, the Collaborative 
has held seven public forums 
and a forum online to solicit 
input from county residents 
on how local police agencies 
need to reform their own de-
partments.

Among other county initia-
tives geared toward police re-
form, the 2021 Dutchess Coun-
ty Budget included funding for 
procedural justice, implicit bias 
and crisis intervention train-
ing and critical reform initia-
tives, such as mandatory body 
cameras for sheriff’s deputies 
and changes to the police exam 
qualifications in order to de-
velop a more diverse candidate 
pool for police agency hiring.

Formally called “A Plan to 

Reform, Modernize and Rein-
vent Law Enforcement and Po-
licing in Dutchess County,” the 
Collaborative’s report includes 
a summary of public and com-
munity stakeholder input and 
a collection of best practices 
and guidance. 

In the plan’s introductory 
letter, Molinaro and Dutchess 
County Sheriff Adrian “Butch” 
Anderson accredited input 
from both the public and com-
munity stakeholders as its most 
important part.

They agreed it expresses 
“the will of the public” and 
sets priorities “that will guide 
not only the Sheriff’s Office’s 
reform plan but [will] also help 
guide the members of Munici-
pal Leaders and Police Chief 
Workgroup… in seeking their 
own public input and creating 
their own reform plans.” 

Along with determining the 
role of the police and how to 
staff, budget and equip a mu-
nicipality’s police department, 
the best practices and guidance 
section outlines guidance on 
procedural justice and com-
munity policing, community 
engagement, law enforcement 

strategies to reduce racial dis-
parities and build trust; and 
other critical topics.

“This process brought to-
gether officials and citizens 
from diverse backgrounds who 
worked collaboratively to find 
common ground,” Molinaro 
stated in a press release last 
week. “While Dutchess Coun-
ty has already implemented a 
number of these ‘best practic-
es,’ this document provides an 
array of appropriate options 
that will help municipalities 
and police agencies enact ad-
ditional reforms and fully com-
ply with the state guidelines.” 

The county executive added 
that Dutchess County is “fortu-
nate to have so many dedicated 
police officers throughout our 
community who sacrifice and 
serve us, every day. Their com-
mitment… to this process is to 
be commended, and we look 
forward to helping build even 
stronger relationships between 
the community and law en-
forcement.”

The report can now be 
found online for review, at 
www.dutchessny.gov/polic-
ereform.

Email news and photos to 

editor@millertonnews.com
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NEW YEAR’S EVE: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER
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Caviar as a Way To Usher in Good 
Fortune for the Coming Year
New Year’s Eve is 

coming up, a time 
when even those of 

us who think we’re pretty 
sensible are inclined to in-
dulge in some superstition 
and wishful thinking. We 
will make resolutions and 
we will make toasts and we 
will eat “good luck” foods 
such as hoppin’ john or 
noodles shaped like coins 
—or caviar. 

Caviar is a lavishly lux-
urious food that Russians 
traditionally ate at New 
Year’s as a talisman, meant 
to usher in a year of abun-
dance and good fortune. 

And you’ll need a 
fortune if you want to get 
some caviar — which is 
not inexpensive. But caviar, 
like sushi, is an indulgence 
where it pays to get the 
good stuff. If you mostly 
eat the day-old $5 sushi 
special from the grocery 
store, you haven’t really ex-
perienced the wonders of 
Japanese raw fish. If you’ve 
only ever bought your cav-
iar in little glass jars at the 
grocery store, it might be 
a salty but enjoyable treat 
but it’s not really caviar — 
certainly not the kind that 
will signal to the angels 
that you’re hoping for a 
New Year of Great Benefits.

There ain’t nothing 
like the real thing

Shopping for caviar 
is tricky, if you’re not an 
expert. The world  is full of 
ersatz olive oil and truffles 
and even vanilla beans and 
peppercorns. Needless to 
say, the world of caviar is 
full of charlatans as well.

“Caviar is like diamonds 
or cocaine,” said Michael 
Kline, who lives in Salis-
bury, Conn., with his wife, 
Alexandra Du Cane; to-
gether they are the owners 
of Pointy Snout Caviar. 

The love story behind 
Michael and Alexandra’s 
meeting and marriage is a 
really good one; if you ever 
meet them, you should ask 
them to share it. But long 
story short, after notable 
careers in finance and 
fashion/photography/pub-
licity, they are now semi-re-

‘The Nutcracker,’ 
Performed Live  
In and Around 
Wethersfield

BALLET:  
CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

For many of us, 
the holiday 
season isn’t 

complete without 
watching or listening 
to Tchaikovsky’s “The 
Nutcracker.”

While it’s comfort-
ing to watch a favorite 
older version (such as 
the New York City Bal-
ler production featur-
ing a young Macaulay 
Culkin, from 1993), it’s 
of course wonderful to 
watch a new version of 
this old favorite. 

There’s an innova-
tive new version now 
available for stream-
ing that was filmed 
earlier in December 
on the grounds of 
Chauncey Stillman’s 
grand Wethersfield 
estate in Dutchess 
County, N.Y.

The ballet, which 
begins in the living 
room of a manor 
house, is performed 
in and around the 
grounds of the es-
tate. Costumes for 
the party scene were 
designed by the late 
and very elegant Oscar 
de la Renta (who was 
for many years a part-
time resident of Kent, 
Conn.), and Todd 
Snyder, who does kind 
of campy, fun modern-
izations of American 
classic clothing.

The performers 
are all with New York 
City’s BalletCollec-
tive. As they entertain 
young Clara with 
holiday delights in 
the form of delicious 
short dances dedicat-

ed to “Tea” and “Sugar 
Plums” and exotic 
worlds, they also lead 
a tour of Wethers-
field’s rooms and 
gardens. 

BalletCollective’s 
Troy Schumacher 
directed and was the 
choreographer. For the 
original live perfor-
mance, small groups 
of socially distanced 
guests were invited 
to walk through the 
rooms and grounds to 
experience the bal-
let. It was an invita-
tion-only performance 
that is now available 
“virtually.” 

To find out how 
to stream the per-
formances, go to the 
website at www.nut-
crackeratwethersfield. 
com/about; you can 
also link from there 
to the Wethersfield 
website, which has 
more details on the 
neo-Georgian manor 
house, formal garden 
and carriage house 
museum. The property 
was once the home of 
Chauncey Stillman, 
grandson of James 
Stillman, chairman 
of the National Bank, 
which later became 
CitiBank. The estate is 
now managed by the 
nonprofit Wethersfield 
Foundation.

The streamed 
performances are free 
but donations will 
help the foundation to 
maintain the proper-
ty. The stream will be 
available until mid-
night on Dec. 26. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Despite concerns about COVID-19, many cul-

tural venues are opening again and many events 
are being scheduled — but some events are then 
being canceled as infections rise again. It’s a good 
idea to check websites before you go to an event. 

Until Jan. 2, 25% of 
gross sales of caviar by 
Pointy Snout, based in 
Salisbury, Conn. (and 
packaged in Millerton, 
N.Y.), will be donated
to an area food pantry.
Annie Wayte of The
White Hart in Salisbury
serves the caviar on
brioche toast rounds,
with Hudson Valley
creme fraiche from
Ronnybrook Farm
Dairy.
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tired here —semi retired, 
but running a company 
that sells fine caviar that 
has been sustainably 
raised and cared for with 
the love and tenderness 
one might lavish on a pre-
cious baby.

Not everyone bestows 
that kind of care on their 
caviar, Kline notes, refer-
ring to the dark side of the 
luxury industry that he 
and Du Cane discovered 
after they started Pointy 
Snout in the mid 1990s. 

“Many heads of caviar 
companies have ended 
up in jail,” he said. “There 
is a slight menace to this 
business.”

For those of us on the 
consumer side of the equa-
tion, that menace trans-
lates to, “You can spend 
a lot of money for caviar 
that isn’t remotely what 
the label promises.”

Du Cane and Kline 
are the opposite of what 
seems to be the norm in 
their new professional 
world: They seem com-
pletely transparent and 
dedicated to their custom-
ers’ easy access to and en-
joyment of their product.

“We love many of the 
traditions of caviar, the 
legacy,” Kline said. “But we 
wanted to take the intimi-
dation factor out of it. We 
wanted people to have fun 
with it, not be afraid of it.”

The trigger that got 
them into this business in 
the first place was the real-
ization that the caviar-pro-
ducing sturgeon were 
being overfished and were 
in danger of extinction. So 
their other mission, in ad-
dition to providing delight, 
was to support farms that 
were sustainably produc-

ing caviar — and not only 
protecting the wild fish (by 
not capturing them) but 
also by releasing sturgeon 
that had been raised in 
captivity out into the wild.

Stepping gently into 
a new world

Kline and Du Cane are 
the best tour guides you 
could wish for on a maid-
en voyage into the world 
of caviar. Their attitude is 
not, “If you have to ask the 
price, you can’t afford it.” 
It’s more along the lines of, 
“No, no, don’t get that one, 
it’s too expensive for what 
you’re trying to do. Get this 
one instead.”

Which is not to say that 
they aren’t willing to sell 
you a kilo of their finest 
eggs. That is completely an 
option. 

But for those of us who 
are just looking to step up 
a rung from grocery store 
roe, they strongly encour-
age a small container of 
their less expensive Sibe-
rian caviar. Without going 
into exhaustive detail ( feel 
free to ask them to ex-
plain), the fish that pro-
duce these eggs are raised 
on a farm in Uruguay that 
takes exquisite care of the 
fish; the eggs are sold with-
out borax on them (which 
is technically illegal but 
somehow borax-treated 
eggs still manage to cross 
the border); and the caviar 
costs $150 for 50 grams. 

“Fifty grams is plenty for 
two people,”Kline prom-
ises.

“Or even three,” Du Cane 
adds.

They recommend that 
you eat your caviar right 
away once you’ve opened 
the tin. In other words, 
don’t buy a big container 
and plan to nibble away at 
it over the course of a few 
months.

“It’s not that the eggs 
will go bad,” Du Cane 
clarifies. But the quality 

will degrade. Like high-end 
wine merchants looking to 
develop loyalty in their cli-
entele, Kline and Du Cane 
don’t want you to have a 
bad experience with their 
product. 

They want you to love 
it and realize that, if you’re 
going to splurge for a big 
occasion, then you should 
do it with Pointy Snout 
Caviar (which is named, 
in case you didn’t figure 
it out yourself, for the 
needle-tip proboscis of the 
caviar-producing sturgeon 
fish).

A benefit for an  
area food pantry

This all of course sounds 
terribly 1%, which is really 
the exact opposite im-
pression of the one Kline 
and Du Cane would like to 
present.

They are now running 
a special holiday season 
promotion which is less of 
a marketing scheme and 
more of a heartfelt thank 
you to the community they 
have come to love and 
appreciate. 

“We want to do what 
we can to share during 
this season when so many 
people can’t afford to buy 
food, much less caviar,” Du 
Cane said.

Anyone who purchas-
es caviar from the Pointy 
Snout website (or by 
calling or emailing direct-
ly) between now and Jan. 
2 can enter a special code 
(the code is 2020). Kline 
and Du Cane will then do-
nate 25% of the gross sale 
to the Corner Food Pantry. 

For normal shopping, 
you can purchase Pointy 
Snout at Guido’s in Great 
Barrington, Mass., and 
at Westerlind Pantry in 
Millerton, N.Y. But don’t 
do that for  your holiday 
season purchase; buy 
direct from Pointy Snout 

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE RARE

Ballet Collective’s performance of “The 
Nutcracker” inside and on the grounds of 
the historic Wethersfield estate in Amenia, 
N.Y., can be seen “virtually” until Dec. 26.

At The 
Movies

Rustling Wind 
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes  
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY  
OPEN HOUSE

November 21 - December 24
Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Starting
12/25

“WONDER WOMAN  
1984” PG13 7PM

Starting Jan. 1, by popular demand, we 
will be showing afternoon movies at 3PM

We will also be open daily  
for GIFT CARD sales

Tuesday-Sunday 11:30AM-8PM
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NEW YEAR 2021:  
CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

Look for a regional 
calendar of events 
at our website, www.
tricornernews.com/
events-calendar. 
We will also include 
the calendar in our 
print edition as space 
allows.  

An Attorney Takes on Attorneys  
— Who ‘Take Themselves too Seriously’

to activate the food pantry 
donation. 

To make it even more 
enticing, Kline and Du 
Cane will invite you into 
their packaging facility 
in Millerton, which is on 
South Center Street; or 
they’ll even deliver it to 
your house, if you live in 
Salisbury, Sharon or Miller-
ton. You should take them 
up on that offer, because 
as long as this article is, 
it could have gone on for 
pages more; these two have 
a lot of stories to tell, about 
their interesting lives and 
about their beloved caviar.

To order Pointy 
Snout Caviar go to www.
pointysnout.com; or email 
alex.ducane@gmail.com. 
If you order online be sure 
to enter the special code 
2020 to activate the 25% 
food pantry donation; if you 
phone in your order (800-
910-1760) be sure to mention
that you’re an area resident
and would like your order to
trigger the donation.

SIMMONS, STREEP AND DUNHAM  
AND A JAN. 9 FILM & FUNDRAISER

STILL PHOTO FROM ‘THE MUSIC OF REGRET’

Meryl Streep brings to life the  2006 short film “The 
Music of Regret”by photographer/artist/filmmaker 
Laurie Simmons. The film will be screened Saturday, 
Jan. 9, and followed by an interview with Simmons 
and her daughter, Lena Dunham. 

Greeting 2021  
With Calligraphy 
and Wishes

In contrast to the 
boisterousness of 
New Year’s celebra-

tions in the West, the 
Japanese traditionally 
greet the new year with 
quiet reflection.

There is even a 
Japanese buddhist 
admonition to “stay at 
home and drink sake 
with your wife” on New 
Year’s Eve.

One annual ritual is 
the practice of “kaki-
zome,” or first writing: 
Japanese will take out 
their calligraphy brush-
es and practice writing 
out the labor-intensive 
but beautiful picto-
graphs (or ideographic 
logograms, if you want 
to be precise) of Japa-
nese “kanji.” 

The Mid-Hudson 
Japanese Commu-
nity Association has 
teamed up with the 
Folk Arts Program at 
Arts Mid-Hudson to 

present a workshop on 
kakizome and a selec-
tion of other traditional 
Japanese art forms 
including  origami and 
the making of sweet 
rice flour mochi cakes, 
which are eaten on 
New Year’s day along 
with small oranges.

According to the 
news release announc-
ing the video, “Kaki-
zome is … based on the 
belief that practicing 
one kanji over and 
over helps the writer 
focus on the hoped-for 
theme. If there is ever a 
time that stating such 
intentions is vital, 2021 
is surely the year.”

Because of the pan-
demic, the workshop 
will be online only and 
can be watched on 
Facebook at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 9 (search 
the Arts Mid Hudson 
page) and on YouTube 
after the live stream.

The Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut has more than 
a normal number of well-
known artists. Some know 
each other, some don’t; 
some work together on 
feature films or television 
programs, others never 
cross professional paths 
with their peers.

A fundraising Zoom 
event for the Cornwall, 
Conn., public library on Jan. 
9 will bring together three 
disparate artists in one 
combination film screening 
and live interview. 

Laurie Simmons is a re-
spected artist whose work 
often includes dolls and 
ventriloquist dummies. In 
2006, the Cornwall resident 
made a short film featuring 
the dolls and dummies; The 
Alvin Ailey II Dancers, an 
arm of the famed modern 
dance company that fea-
tures newer dancers; and 
the actress Meryl Streep, 
who is, well, Meryl Streep 
and, among other things, 
an area resident. 

Streep sings and per-
forms in “The Music of 
Regret,” a film made by 
Simmons (who also wrote 
all the song lyrics) that ex-
plores “love, interpersonal 
dynamics, problems with 
neighbors, and of course, 
regret,” according to the 

press release sent out by 
the Cornwall Library.

That’s a lot of infor-
mation to digest about 
a 40-minute film and a 
90-minute fundraiser. To
help viewers unpack it
all, the screening of the
film will be followed by a
conversation between Sim-
mons and her daughter,
Lena Dunham, an actor/di-
rector/writer who is known
for her HBO television
series, “Girls.”

Dunham’s father and 
Simmons’ husband (just 
to add another layer of 
complexity) is the painter 
Carroll Dunham. He will 

not take part in this par-
ticular fundraiser; neither 
will Cyrus Grace Dunham, 
Lena’s sibling, who was also 
in “Girls.” 

The screening and 
interview will be on Zoom 
on Saturday, Jan. 9, from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. Viewers can 
send questions in during the 
post-film conversation. The 
cost is $20 per household/
computer screen. This is 
a benefit for the Cornwall 
Library in Cornwall, Conn., 
but residents of all towns are 
welcome to participate. 

To register, go to the 
“events/programs” page at 
www. CornwallLibrary.org.

Tom Morrison, of 
Salisbury, Conn., 
lampoons the legal 

world in his first novel, 
“Torts ‘R’ Us,” published 
this fall and available at 
Oblong Books in Millerton, 
N.Y., and Salisbury Phar-
macy.

Morrison will discuss 
the book with Bill Lit-
tauer, a retired network 
newsman who also lives 
in Salisbury, at an online 
event sponsored by Noble 
Horizons (also in Salisbury, 
Conn.) on Thursday, Jan. 7, 
at7 p.m. (go to www.noble-
horizons.org for details.)

The story revolves 
around the Peters broth-

ers, Patrick A. (known 
as “Pap”) and Prescott U. 
(aka “Pup”) as they leave 
their comfortable perches 
in established New York 
law firms and start their 
own firm, specializing in 
class-action lawsuits.

This in turn takes them 
to New York City strip 
clubs and to the murky 
world of Midwestern col-
lege basketball.

Along the way there’s a 
woman who does battle 
with environmentalists 
over geese removal, a 
website that publishes 
mugshots, and a pulchritu-
dinous paralegal.

If it all sounds some-

what familiar, that’s be-
cause the various subplots 
are “inspired by real cases,” 
Morrison said in a phone 
interview.

Asked why an experi-
enced, respectable at-
torney nearing his well-
earned retirement would 
write a broadly farcical 
novel making fun of his 
profession, Morrison was 
clear: “Lawyers take them-
selves too seriously.”

Although in his 
half-century of practice he 
didn’t do much class-ac-
tion work, Morrison said 
he believed that many 
such lawsuits are frivo-
lous “and should not be 

brought.”
Referring to the phe-

nomenon of a person 
receiving a letter inviting 
the recipient to partici-
pate in a class-action suit, 
Morrison said most of the 
money from a victory will 
go to the lawyers involved.

“You’ll get $1.78 and 
some coupons.”

(Such as the Victo-
ria’s Secret gift certifi-
cate which is part of the 
settlement for the book’s 
strippers.)

Morrison has a lot of 
fun with names — the 
incontestably preppy Pap 
and Pup, the well-known 
pharmaceutical company 

Jumpsum and Gypsum, 
busybody Nina Nosen-
yourbus and the Friends 
of Geese, Groundhogs and 
Yaks (FROGGY).

Asked if he was worried 
that his satire might strike 
someone as actionable, 
Morrison was sanguine.

“I wish they would,” he 
laughed. “It would in-
crease sales.”

And for those who don’t 
agree with the words, “It’s 
only funny until someone 
files a lawsuit,” there are 
now virtual online tours of 
Ralph Nader’s American 
Museum of Tort Law in 
his hometown of Winsted, 
Conn. Famous tort law cas-
es are explained in snappy 
short text boxes illustrated 
with cartoons. Go to www.
tortmuseum.org. 

PHOTO BY SHARON W. HOUK

“Put on a Grumpy Face,” a new play by Reed Halvorson, will be 
featured in the first two weeks of January, online, as part of the 
ninth annual International Playwrights Festival at the Nancy 
Marine Studio at the Warner Theatre in Torrington, Conn.

You don’t have to be a super sophisti-
cated user of the internet to know about 
the “Grumpy Cat” meme. It started in 
2012, when photos of a cat named Tardar 
Sauce got posted online. Because of what 
her owners think is feline dwarfism, 
Tardar Sauce has what might be referred 
to as a “resting grumpy face.” People 
started using photos and videos of the 
cat as a blank canvas for making jokes; 
and the Grumpy Cat meme was born (go 
to www.grumpycats.com to learn more).

Reed Halvorson’s new play, “Put on a 
Grumpy Face,” imagines what would have 
happened if Tardar Sauce’s owners had 
become dependent on the income from 
their cat’s popularity — and if the cat had 
suddenly stopped looking grumpy. The 
play explores the fast-changing world of 
internet celebrity, and will be screened 
between Jan. 1 and 13 as part of the ninth 
annual International Playwrights Fes-
tival at the Nancy Marine Studio at the 
Warner Theatre in Torrington, Conn. To 
stream this and other plays in the festival, 
go to https://youtu.be/sZxOlU47rRw. The 
performances are free but donations are 
welcome.

— Cynthia Hochswender

‘GRUMPY CAT’ AND THE MADNESS OF INTERNET MEMES 
EXPLORED IN A NEW PLAY: ‘PUT ON A GRUMPY FACE’
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Crow species
 4. Partner to fl ow
 7. Male offspring
 8. Sedate
10. Orange beverage
12. Pair of small hand drums
13. 12th month of Jewish civil 

year
14. Former Pirates star Jason
16. Computer company
17. Made angry
19. Beverage container
20. Charlize Theron fi lm “__ 

Flux”
21. Localities
25. Consume
26. Don’t know when yet
27. Bed style
29. Make a low, continuous 

sound
30. Wrath
31. Pollinates fl owers
32. Association
39. Prejudice
41. Unhealthy
42. Hasidic religious leader
43. Distinctive philosophy
44. Short-term memory
45. In a good way
46. Emperors of Ethiopia
48. Imaginary line
49. Of barium
50. One’s sense of self-esteem
51. Man who behaves 

dishonorably
52. Monetary unit

CLUES DOWN
 1. Rear of (nautical)
 2. He minds the net
 3. Ring-shaped objects
 4. When you hope to get there
 5. Young children
 6. Beloved hobbit
 8. Pigpen
 9. Wish harm upon
11. Quick=eyed (Scottish)
14. Scrooge’s phrase “__ 

Humbug”
15. One more
18. A ballplayer who only hits
19. Once vital TV part
20. Sixth month of Jewish civil 

year
22. Advantage
23. Type of tree
24. Luke’s mentor __-Wan

27. Life stories
28. Vase
29. Tiny
31. Package (abbr.)
32. A photog’s tool
33. Wood
34. One of the six noble gases 

(abbr.)
35. Pueblo people of New Mexico
36. Wild goats
37. A way to comply
38. Horatio __, British admiral
39. Actress Leslie
40. Sir __ Newton
44. Pouch
47. Have already done

Look for the 
solution in next 
week’s issue.

Dec. 17 Solution

Dec. 17 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Town Board 

discusses block 

grant extension 

and cell service

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Town 
Board discussed its Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) application 
and other actions relevant to 
the community at its recent 
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 3.

Town Board members 
met via videoconference 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and live streamed the 
meeting to the “AmeniaTV” 
YouTube channel. 

After hearing from the 
Amenia Housing Board 
(for more, go to www.tri-
cornernews.com), town 
Supervisor Victoria Perotti 
brought up the town’s 2020 
CDBG application.

Perotti explained that the 
town has a $150,000 grant to 
finish the sidewalk on Route 
44 to Beekman Park and that 
the board needs to decide 
whether it wants to hold on 
to the grant award. If it does 
keep the grant, she said the 
board must send out a Re-
quest for a Proposal (RFP) 
to hire an engineer; it must 
also apply for an extension 
for the project and complete 
the project by the end of next 
year. 

Perotti said the town must 
spend the $150,000 before it 
can get reimbursed by the 
grant and that it already had 
an extension granted for 
the sidewalk work in front 
of the post office until next 
year, adding that Dutchess 
County has been very good 
about extending the grant 
periods until the town com-
pletes the work. 

The only concern, At-
torney to the Town Ian 
Lindars pointed out, is that 
the $150,000 grant is a re-
imbursement grant, which 
means the board needs to 
complete the project and pay 
for the work first, before the 
county will reimburse it for 
the money it laid out. 

As board members con-
sidered the town’s tight bud-
get, Councilwoman Vicki 

Doyle suggested that it take 
the amount awarded by the 
block grant out of the bud-
get’s contingency line and 
put it in the Planning Board’s 
engineer’s line to make it 
all work out. This idea was 
well-received by the Town 
Board and Perotti said that 
she would discuss it further 
with Lindars.

The discussion then 
moved on to discuss cell ser-
vice. Regarding the board’s 
resolution to authorize the 
migration of the Verizon 
Wireless contract and pro-
posed cellular voice and data 
plan changes, Perotti said the 
town will be getting “some 
very favorable rates” that 
will likely save the town $69 
a month in charges as a result 
of the migration. 

Prior to this migration, 
the town received cellular 
voice and data services from 
Verizon Wireless that were 
purchased via the New York 
State Comprehensive Tele-
communications Service 
(CTS) contract. Now that 
the CTS contract has expired, 
Verizon Wireless has entered 
into a new agreement with 
New York State called the 
Telecommunication Con-
nectivity Services (TCS) and 
is migrating all entities that 
received services under the 
CTS contract to the TCS 
contract. 

In order to keep receiving 
cellular voice and data servic-
es through Verizon Wireless 
and be eligible for additional 
new lines of service, equip-
ment upgrades and access 
or usage discounts under the 
CTS contract, the town needs 
to approve the migration to 
the TCS contract. 

The board unanimously 
approved the resolution. Ad-
ditionally, the board unani-
mously accepted Gutierrez’s 
donation of a 43-inch Sam-
sung television that will be 
used by the town to televise 
and broadcast its meetings 
and public hearings during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
for other municipal purposes.

After 20 years, Cousin’s Mini Market no longer a Wassaic staple

Chestnut Market now on Route 22 

Berkshire Taconic deploys 

emergency COVID funding

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WASSAIC — For 20 years, 
the former Cousin’s Mini Mar-
ket operated as a family affair 
out of 3997 Route 22 in Wassaic 
under the loving care of own-
ers Tony “Pepperoni” Robustelli 
and his wife, Vicky. 

Though Cousin’s Mini Mar-
ket has not been owned or oper-
ated by the pair for a number 
of years (its well-known name 
has remained on the business 
sign under new ownership dur-
ing the past few business op-
erations that have opened up in 
that location), the Robustellis 
have remained involved as the 
property owners. They’ve been 
leasing the building to people 
trying to make a go of the gas 
station and mini market, and 
are pleased to now see that it 
is once again family-oriented 
business, with the nearing of the 
one-year mark of the Jamal fam-
ily’s Chestnut Market operating 
out of the space.

The Robustelli’s history

Since his first store opened 
in Amenia in 1977, Tony Robust-
elli’s business has gone by many 
names and moved through 
many locations in northeastern 
Dutchess County. Before Four 
Brothers came to town, Cousin’s 
Pizzeria, Robustelli’s first busi-
ness, was the town’s first piz-
zeria. It was after that opened 
that Robustelli said he took a 
real interest in the community 
— he’s been active ever since, 
serving on the Amenia Plan-
ning Board and on the Dutchess 
County Department of Planning 
and Development Wastewater 
Committee as well as on the 
town’s Wastewater Committee 
and Master Plan Committee.

Robustelli later moved his 
business to Dover Plains, known 
as Cousin’s Pizza, then to Mil-
lerton, where he opened a res-
taurant version of his business 
before setting up Cousin’s Mini 
Market in Wassaic, in 1988. He 
also opened Cousin’s Cafe in 
Wingdale; the cafe is still up and 
running to this day.

Operating off of Route 22 
for 20 years, Robustelli said his 
business had a lot of help from 
the Wassaic Developmental 
Disabilities Services Offices 
(DDSO) center and the local 
hospital before both organiza-
tions closed their doors. From 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

DUTCHESS COUNTY 
— Since this past spring, the 
Berkshire Taconic Communi-
ty Foundation (BTCF) has been 
deploying emergency services 
to families and individuals in 
need in northeastern Dutchess 
County through its Northest 
Dutchess Fund (NDF). As part 
of BTCF’s efforts to provide 
critical support to those strug-
gling during the pandemic, the 
NDF recently partnered with 
Community Foundations of the 
Hudson Valley.

As written on its website, 
www.berkshiretaconic.org, 
BTCF has been dedicated to 
“strengthening communities 
through philanthropy and lead-
ership” so all residents have op-
portunity for economic stability 
and a high quality of life since 
it was first founded in 1987. 
Though located in Sheffield, 
Mass., northeastern Dutchess 
County falls within its cover-
age area, said BTCF Director 
Maeve O’Dea. Additionally, 
O’Dea noted the strong partner-
ships it’s built with northeastern 
Dutchess County as well as the 
North East Community Cen-
ter (NECC) in Millerton and 
Community Action Partnership 
(CAP) for Dutchess County in 
Poughkeepsie, which has given 
BTCF insight into the many re-
gional organizations.

This past spring, BTCF began 
deploying resources primary 

there, he said they tried to de-
velop more of a transit trade 
and to become a destination; it 
was around that point that the 
Harlem Valley Rail Trail came 
to town. 

As business took off in Was-
saic, Cousin’s Mini Market 
began serving bakery items as 
well as pizza and ice cream; at 
one point, the business even had 
mini golf and batting cages. 

Soon, Robustelli established 
a customer base, mentored 
many “first-time jobbers” and 
had a thriving business with 
help from various family mem-
ber, including Vicky and their 
children, his brother, Gino, his 
cousin, Frankie, and his nieces 
and nephews. Robustelli said his 
children learned a lot on the job.

“They really got educated 
with work ethic, savings, be-
ing on time, talking to differ-
ent kinds of people, talking to 
different kinds of employees, 
workers,” Robustelli said. “You 
learn a lot from that kind of re-
tail. You know, retail is details 
so you really have to be on it.”

through its Neighbor-to-Neigh-
bor Fund, which was established 
in the wake of the 2008 financial 
crisis to assist residents in crisis 
with emergency grants for food, 
health services, utilities, short-
term housing costs and other 
critical needs.

 O’Dea said BTCF works 
with social service agencies 
across the state to administer 
funding. The emergency re-
sources deployed through the 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Fund 
have been made available for 
individuals and families expe-
riencing sudden economic dis-
tress due to the pandemic.

“What we’ve been hearing as 
a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic is that there’s a greatly 
heightened need,” O’Dea told 
The Millerton News at the 
pandemic’s start, “and we antici-
pate it will continue for quite a 
while. The powerful thing about 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor is it’s 
completely flexible and it’s at 
the discretion of the social ser-
vice agencies to best determine 
the best way to use the funding.”

At one point, donors contrib-
uted nearly $40,000 in just one 
week to provide grants to resi-
dents in crisis living in Amenia, 
Dover, North East, Pine Plains, 
Stanford, Washington and Clin-
ton Corners. Donations to the 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Fund 
also rose to more than $81,000 
by November — $55,000 of 
which was distributed to social 
workers at Grace Immigrant 
Outreach at Grace Church in 

The story behind 

Chestnut Market

Meanwhile, the Jamal fam-
ily started their family-owned 
and operated company, Chest-
nut Market, in 1989. Based out 
of New Paltz, the company is 
owned by Jamal brothers: Sal, 
Mickey, Sam and Cal, and is 
now one of the largest conve-
nience store chains in the Hud-
son Valley. The second genera-
tion of Jamal family members 
began working in the company 
15 years ago, including Sal’s sons 
Faheem, Farris and Naseem Ja-
mal and their cousins AJ and 
Sharif Jamal.

Among the company’s pri-
orities, Faheem Jamal said 
Chestnut Market values cus-
tomer service over everything. 
Additionally, he said they are 
known for their cleanliness and 
their ability to get the products 
their communities want. Now 
operating convenience stores in 
Patterson and Hyde Park and 
six locations in Poughkeepsie, 

Millbrook, NECC and CAP.
“It’s people in our commu-

nity that want to help,” O’Dea 
said. “It’s great to be able to pro-
vide this assistance at a time it’s 
really needed. There are always 
needs and always people who 
are struggling, but it’s particu-
larly helpful now.”

The generosity of both the 
community and its donors was 
also key to the Foundations’ 
recent grants announcement. 
Totaling $258,600, the Pivot-
ing to Respond grants were cre-
ated with the intent of providing 
“general operating support to 
organizations and communities 
disproportionally impacted by 
COVID-19 and its economic 
consequences,” stated the Com-
munity Foundations in a press 
release, which noted grants 
from the NDF collaborative will 
provide an additional $40,000 
to organizations in northeast 
parts of the county.

Included in those  receiv-
ing funding are Legal Services 
of the Hudson Valley and the 
Worker Justice Center of New 
York. Among the local services 
receiving funding are Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension 
Dutchess County in Millbrook; 
NECC; RDC Loaves and Fishes 
in Dover Plains; and St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church in Amenia.

“We are grateful for the com-
munity-wide support which 
has resulted in a historic year of 
grant making,” stated Community 
Foundations President and CEO 
Sally J. Cross. 

as well as Danbury and Bethel, 
Conn.,  Chestnut Market is cur-
rently in the process of rebrand-
ing its stores from regular Mobil 
and Shell markets to a unified 
brand as Chestnut Market. 

It officially began operating 
out of the former Cousin’s Mini 
Market space at the end of 2019.

“We are very exited to be 
working with the Robustelli 
family and expand our foot-
print not only in Wassaic but 
also in the Hudson Valley,” Jamal 
said. “We’re thrilled to take over 
somewhat of a legacy store from 
Tony and his family and we’re 
hoping to continue the food ser-
vice operation that he’s built up 
over the years.”

Jamal said his father person-
ally became good friends with 
Tony, who he said trusts their 
family with the name and loca-
tion.

“These guys are good stew-
ards,” Robustelli said. “They 
have almost 400 Mobils and 
they’re family-oriented too. 
That’s nice… even though 
they’re a big corporation, they’re 
a small family.”

Priding themselves on cus-
tomer service, Jamal said Chest-
nut Market cares about its cus-
tomers and staff. Whenever they 
go into a community to operate 
a store, he said they hire staff lo-
cally as they want to be known 
as a local, family-owned busi-
ness and have people to inter-
act with the locals. Chestnut 
Market also takes pride in its 
community outreach and its 
work in organizing community 
educational support programs. 

Each year, the company or-
ganizes fundraisers for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 
including a Pumpkin Pin-Up in 
October and an annual fishing 
tournament in June. Jamal re-
marked that this year’s Pumpkin 
Pin-Up raised nearly $100,000. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A photo of the newest Chestnut Market, located in Marlboro, 

Ulster County, on the other side of the Hudson River. A 

Chestnut Market opened at the former Cousin’s Mini Market 

on Route 22 in Wassaic at the end 2019.

Send news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com
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Evergreen Cemetery honors heroes 

on Wreaths Across America Day

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlin@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — With the 
holiday season having arrived, 
local residents decided to pay 
tribute to the heroes in their 
lives and in their communities 
by participating in the national 
Wreaths Across America Day 
ceremony that was held at Ev-
ergreen Cemetery at noon on 
Saturday, Dec. 19.

Driven by a mission to re-
member and honor veterans 
throughout the year and teach 
the next generation to do the 
same, Wreaths Across America 
coordinates wreath-laying cere-
monies every December to com-
memorate the men and women 
who have sacrificed their time 
and safety in service to their 
country and to remember that 
“in many homes across the U.S., 
every day there is an empty seat 
for one who is serving or one 
who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country,” as written on 
the Wreaths Across America 
website, www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.org. 

Held every year on a Saturday 
in December, the program has 
expanded to include more than 
2,100 participating locations and 
2.2 million wreaths, even travel-
ing overseas to place wreaths at 
the Normandy-American Cem-
etery in France.

The story of how Evergreen 
Cemetery in Pine Plains became 
involved in this national cele-
bration began with Pine Plains 
resident Carol Hart, who lost 
her son, David Cookingham Jr., 

about five years ago at the age 
of 43. Cookingham Jr. served 
his country as a member of the 
United States Military and Hart 
said she’d been thinking about 
buying a wreath for his grave. 

Last year, Hart said Wreaths 
Across America had a Patriot 

Pair program where, for the 
price of two wreaths, individu-
als could get one wreath for 
their home and one to go out to 
the cemetery. When she called 
the program, Hart said she 
asked that the second wreath 
be brought to Evergreen Cem-

etery but was unable to have it 
sent there as the cemetery didn’t 
participate in the program. In-
stead, the wreath was sent out 
to Kingston, in Ulster County, 
which did participate.

Though she was able to get 
a local wreath in memory of 
her son last year, Hart said, “I 
thought there’s got to be other 
people that want to do the same 
thing as I do and [Evergreen 
Cemetery] really needs to be a 
participating location.”

After calling Wreaths Across 
America, Hart was able to get 
what she needed to coordinate 
Evergreen Cemetery as a partici-
pating location. She was also able 
to get the American Legion Post 
426 and the Pine Plains VFW 
5519 to sponsor the ceremony 
and starting Wednesday, Nov. 11, 
they began working together to 
get wreath sponsorships.

“I think the most important 
thing to let everybody know is 
we did a fantastic job in almost 
10 days,” Hart said.

With the money for Wreaths 
Across America due on Friday, 
Nov. 20, Hart said they had 16 
local families donate 62 wreaths. 
Additionally, they received 
one free wreath for every two 
wreaths they purchased. Though 
they anticipated 93 wreaths, she 
said they ended up with a little 
more than 100 wreaths.

“We wanted to make sure we 
covered the 45 veterans’ stones 
in the Veterans Park,” Hart said, 
“and we, as it turns out, more 
than doubled that.”

Between the members of 
the American Legion and VFW 

and the dozen community mem-
bers in attendance, the Wreaths 
Across America ceremony had 
between 30 to 35 people gath-
ered at Evergreen Cemetery on 
Saturday afternoon. As part of 
the ceremony, Hart said they 
received seven free ceremonial 
wreaths for each branch of the 
military. 

With the wreaths in hand, 
representatives from the U.S. 
Army, Navy and other military 
branches came forward to place 
the wreaths at the cemetery’s 
ceremonial section and to help 
place the other wreaths as well. 
As for the actual ceremony, she 
said they followed one of the 
ceremonies that Wreaths Across 
America offered as a guide, at 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

“For me, it was a dream come 
true,” Hart said later that after-
noon. “It was something that 
since I couldn’t put the wreath 
on my son’s grave last year in 
Pine Plains, it was decided that 
it was something I was going to 
work at and it just made my day.”

Hart said her grandson, Troi-
Hunter Cookingham, who will 
begin serving in the Army next 
September, was able to place 
a wreath on his uncle’s grave 
while home on leave. Hart also 
extended her gratitude by say-
ing there are many people she’d 
like to thank for standing behind 
her and helping her to bring the 
program to Pine Plains.

As of this point, next year’s 
Wreaths Across America cer-
emony at Evergreen Cemetery 
has been scheduled for Dec. 18, 
2021.

PHOTO BY RUTH KEELER

On Saturday, Dec. 19,  Wreaths Across America Day was com-

memorated during a ceremony at the Pine Plains Evergreen 

Cemetery. Here are organizers Carol and John Hart with 

their grandson, TroiHunter Cookingham. 

Santa, drive-

thru style

ANCRAM — Local chil-
dren with dreams of Santa 
dancing through their heads 
had a chance to pass their 
hearts’ desires on to The 
Big Guy himself thanks to 
members of the Ancram Fire 
Department. 

Chief David Boice and 
his wife, Training Officer 
Jen Boice, arranged for the 
special visit on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, at the fire station 
on Route 7. 

According to Assistant 
Chief Devon Reger, when he 
and the chief were decorat-
ing the firehouse in Novem-
ber, they tried to come up 
with a little something that 
would “let people know that 
even with this tough year, 
they can still enjoy what’s 
going on.” The result was 
Santa tucked safely behind a 
Plexiglas shield while wide-
eyed children spoke to him 
from the safety of their fam-
ily’s passing car.

— Carol Kneeland  

Board of Ed examines hybrid plan, 

stays proactive about COVID-19 testing

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Deliver-
ing an update on the status of 
the district’s hybrid instruc-
tion plan, Superintendent of 
Schools Martin Handler kept 
the Pine Plains Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) up-to-date on how 
the district is faring and how 
it might prepare for the future 
during the BOE meeting on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16.

Meeting via Zoom due to the 
COVID pandemic on Monday, 
Dec. 14, Handler reported that 
the school district opened Stiss-
ing Mountain Junior/Senior 
High School with one cohort 
of students coming into school 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. The 
other cohort was supposed to 
start school on Thursday, Dec. 
17, though due to the Nor’easter, 
they were rescheduled to start 
on Friday, Dec. 18. 

At this time, Handler report-
ed that the district has a little 
over a third of its high school 
students remaining in full re-
mote instruction, and fewer 
than that amount remaining in 
full remote learning at Seymour 
Smith Intermediate Learning 
Center. Meanwhile, at Cold 
Spring Early Learning Center, 
he said just about all the stu-
dents are in the hybrid instruc-
tion model.

In listening to students, 
Handler said he suspects that 
the district will have a few more 
students who will decide to go 
full remote learning, given that 
they’re recognizing when they 
come to school in-person that 
“it’s not the school that they left 
in March.” 

He added students are fol-
lowing the rules, wearing masks 
and staying on the right side of 
hallways, though he suspects 
the district is going to have a 
few students who decide it isn’t 
worth it.

Handler then said the district 
is going to press on, and unless it 
runs into staffing problems, it’s 
the district’s intention to stay in 
the hybrid plan until the winter 
break. Coming out of the winter 
break, he said it will re-evaluate. 
Though the Mid Hudson’s in-
fection rates are going up, he 

said that’s not so in the school 
district and as long as those re-
gional infections don’t result 
in a staffing problem for the 
district, the district will be OK.

COVID testing

Handler said the district is 
looking at a number of other 
districts that have begun CO-
VID testing students and staff 
on a voluntary basis. They are 
generally referred to as “sur-
veillance tests,” since the dis-
tricts aren’t currently in the 
COVID-19 micro-cluster yel-
low zones. Yellow zones refer 
to when a geographic area has 
a 3% positivity rate in the past 
10 days, is in the top 10% in the 
state for hospital admissions per 
capita in the past week and is 
experiencing week-over-week 
growth in daily admissions, 
according to www.forward.
ny.gov. 

Handler said the tests are 
free from New York State and 
that no student can get tested 
without written consent from a 
parent. As far as where the Pine 
Plains district stands, he said, 
“we’re not there yet. 

“I’m not seeing yet the ben-
efit of doing that,” Handler said. 
“However, to prepare for that 
eventuality either on a voluntary 
basis or if we should get put in 
a yellow zone, we’re looking at 
being proactive maybe as early 
as next week in getting written 
consent from the parents. That 
way, we have it… on file if we’re 
required or if we decide to do 
the testing, we would have that 
step ahead.”

At this time, Handler noted 
that there are now two districts 
— Pawling and Beacon — that 
are definitely proceeding with 
surveillance testing. 

If  Pine Plains were to do 
so, he said there would be a 
standard memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) with the 
Dutchess County Department 

of Health (DOH), which would 
put the district under a DOH 
license. Then the DOH would 
come in to provide training. 
Typically, Handler said, the 
school’s healthcare staff would 
do rapid testing, which would 
provide results in 15 minutes.

Right now, Handler said that 
if the district has someone who 
needs a test, the district recom-
mends they go to Pulse-MD 
Urgent Care in Poughkeepsie, 
which places staff, students or 
household members connected 
to school districts at the head 
of the line. 

If the district’s school nurse 
sets up the testing, Handler said 
the individual gets taken care of, 
during which time they have a 
virtual visit with a physician and 
is scheduled for a COVID-19 
test. Out of their available test 
options, Handler said they have 
a molecular rapid test that’s 87 
to 88% accurate and a PCR test 
that’s sent out to a lab.

“That’s where we are,” Han-
dler concluded. “We’re still 
crossing our fingers that we’re 
going to be able to operate. 
We’ve had some close calls on 
staffing — not that anybody 
has been infected in school; 
that hasn’t happened. In fact, 
we haven’t had anybody with 
an active infection be in school 
to where we’ve had to do the 
contact tracing, so we dodged 
a couple of bullets — close calls 
— and if we have to do it, we’ll 
do it.”

As part of the ensuing discus-
sion, BOE members turned to 
Handler with questions about 
the yellow zone, the criteria 
for going into a yellow zone 
and what would happen if the 
Pine Plains district was become 
a yellow zone. 

BOE member Amie Freder-
icks said it was her understand-
ing that if the district was to be-
come a yellow zone, 20% of the 

district would have to be tested. 
She asked Handler if he foresaw 
any issues with the district get-
ting a hold of tests. Handler re-
plied that getting the tests isn’t a 
problem as the tests are in good 
supply from the state and that 
they would use rapid tests for 
that situation. 

As far as testing 20% of the 
district goes, he said all of the 
junior/senior high school staff 
members’ names would be place 
in a hat and then 20% of those 
names would be drawn from 
the hat. According to the dis-
trict’s attorneys, Handler said 
the names that are drawn don’t 
have a right of refusal and would 
have to be tested. 

For the student tests,  a pool 
of students who have parental 
consent to be tested would have 
their names drawn to be tested. 

The new rules dictate that 
districts test 20% of students 
and 20% of staff, Handler said. 

If the school’s infection rate 
is lower than the community’s 
infection rate, the district will 
not be required to retest stu-
dents and staff; if it’s higher, 
then it will have to test every 
two weeks.

“However, to prepare for [the eventuality of 
surveillance COVID testing] either on a voluntary basis 
or if we should get put in a yellow zone, we’re looking 
at being proactive maybe as early as next week in 
getting written consent from the parents.”

Martin Handler, Superintendent of Schools

PHOTO BY MRS. CLAUS

Santa waved to children  

from behind Plexiglass 

at the Ancram firehouse. 
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There’s been a lot of chatter on social media in the Tri-
state region, and especially in Millerton, about face 
masks in the past couple of weeks. In fact, more than 

130 comments were posted on one Facebook page, plus near-
ly 100 emojis — and that’s just on a single page. Such has been 
the fallout after The Millerton News ran a front page article 
and editorial in our Dec. 10 edition on the Talk of the Towne 
Deli, located on Route 44 in Millerton, which is known lo-
cally to have taken an anti-mask stance during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. There’s a follow-up article on this week’s front 
page; again, we hope you’ll take the time to read it. 

Its owners, Mary Hosier and her sister, Sandra Sherman, 
openly admit they don’t believe masks do much to keep 
people healthy or prevent COVID-19 from spreading. In 
interviews with this newspaper, Hosier described masks as 
dirty and ineffective. She questions their usefulness — and 
the science that’s proven people should wear them.

As reported on Dec. 10, Hosier’s deli was fined by the 
Dutchess County Department of Health (DOH) roughly three 
months ago when someone anonymously called in a tip that 
workers were violating Governor Andrew Cuomo’s mask 
mandate. Since that fine, workers at the deli now wear masks. 

The day our story hit the stands, on Thursday, Dec. 10, Ho-
sier’s deli was actually given a clean bill of health by the DOH 
after it stopped by for a surprise inspection. It found workers 
wearing masks and the premises to be properly sanitized.

With that background, we’d like to reiterate what is both 
obvious and essential: Masks are key in the fight against 
the coronavirus. Even with vaccines now becoming avail-
able, masks will remain a requisite part of how we end this 
pandemic. For an excellent explanation of how masks work, 
please take a moment to read science reporter Tom Parrett’s 
guest column on this page. Trust us, it will be time well spent.

OK, back to the deli — here’s an update. Since our story 
and editorial broke, the deli’s business sign on its front lawn 
was vandalized. Initially, Hosier blamed our newspaper, 
but she quickly reversed her stance when she realized other 
businesses had seen their signs damaged in the past couple of 
weeks as well. In a follow-up interview with The Millerton 
News, she said, “We think it’s nothing against us personally.” 

We hope she’s right. There was a tremendous response 
to the coverage of the mask/anti-mask issue, as people feel 
very strongly about it after nearly a year of suffering through 
life under extremely difficult pandemic conditions: living in 
quarantine; the economy faltering; businesses shutting down; 
jobs disappearing; schools closing; relationships ending; fore-
closures and evictions skyrocketing; social isolation pressing 
down on us; everyone missing family and friends; and, worst 
of all, seeing loved ones suffer through illness and death. 

Is it any wonder that people are on edge? When a hot-but-
ton issue like whether individuals are wearing face coverings 
during a global health crisis to help protect their fellow citi-
zens is up for debate, concerned people are going to weigh in 
— and that’s just what they did. They did so on social media, 
through letters to the editor, even at the local diner — wher-
ever they could share an opinion — they shared. 

We’re glad they did so, and hope they did so respectfully 
and thoughtfully. The majority of comments on Facebook 
and on our Opinion Page in our Dec. 17 issue appeared ap-
propriate; many supported the deli and others supported the 
customers who spoke out against the deli for its anti-mask 
beliefs. Our goal was to present all sides of the issue fairly, 
which we believe we accomplished. Even Hosier acknowl-
edged as much, despite getting backlash from “those people 
[who] only read what they want to read,” as she said herself.

Now the deli owner is hoping to move on, to focus on her 
business and to put the mask issue behind her.

“Why can’t we all just get along?” she asked. “I’m over this.”
And as she so pragmatically advised those who can’t “get 

over this” in the Dec. 10 article, if someone doesn’t approve of 
her anti-mask philosophy, they don’t have to support her deli.

In the meantime, Hosier said she’ll continue to insist her 
workers wear masks, if for nothing else than just to avoid an-
other costly fine. DOH fines for violating the mask mandate 
start at $250 and can double on second violations, going as 
high as $1,000. 

As far as having customers abide the mask mandate, Ho-
sier was less definite on that. She did say if she were to per-
sonally witness a hostile verbal exchange break out between 
customers, she would interfere.

One last thought, with The New York Times charting that 
deaths in the U.S. are predicted to rise in the coming weeks, 
as reported on Monday, Dec. 21, and that those deaths are 
likely to exceed 3,000 a day — a level so high it’s not been 
seen since the pandemic began — we need to take every 
precaution we can to prevent further spread of COVID-19 
— including wearing masks. And that goes for all of us living 
here among the gentle pastures and rolling hills of the Har-
lem Valley just as much as it does for those living among the 
cloud-kissing skyscrapers and gravity-defying bridges of the 
Big Apple.

On that note, we hope you and yours are able to enjoy a 
safe, healthy and joyous holiday season to the extent possible 
under the current reality of today’s world.

Community weighs 

in on mask debate, 

so does deli owner

“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing 
each others’ burdens, easing others’ loads and 
supplanting empty hearts and lives with generous 
gifts becomes for us the magic of the holidays.”

W. C. Jones

We need Congress to 

support ‘all of us’

Thank you for your support of 
the For the People Act, U.S. Rep. 
Antonio Delgado (D-NY-19). 

We need a government that 
works for all of us, NOT JUST 
the rich corporate elite, though 
they are people, too.

We must take unbalanced 
big money out of our political 
process!

Rep. Delgado, please vote to 
match small-dollar contribu-

tions for citizen-funded elec-
tions so everyone’s voice is 
heard!

Please support a fast and 
strong passage of the FOR THE 
PEOPLE ACT including pro-
visions around voting rights, 
gerrymandering, citizen-fund-
ed elections and strong ethics 
reforms.

Bruce Thompson

Amenia

The Millerton News will take a week off  

and publish again on Jan. 7, 2021

GUEST 

COLUMN 

Tom Parrett

Masks work: anatomy of a cough

For the first time in this 
10-month-old pandemic, 
our quiet corner of the 

world feels unsafe. As of Dec. 18, 
13 cases of COVID-19 are active 
in North East, seven of them in 
the Village of Millerton.

This is terrible news and 
one wishes them every chance 
of recovery. It seems a lot in a 
community of 3,000 people, 
most of whom have been stu-
diously practicing Dr. Fauci’s 
virus avoidance protocols — 
mask wearing, hand washing, 
social distancing and infrequent 
public appearances. But not ev-
eryone has joined in.

It might help to know that 
big science has shed light on 
a process we all do 20 times 
a minute without a second 
thought. Using high-powered 
computer simulations, fluid 

dynamics engineers at Stony 
Brook University have revealed 
what happens when we breathe, 
also when we cough.

Science knows that we ex-
hale droplets of mucous, from 
the microscopic to the visible. 
The largest don’t go very far in 
normal breathing and descend 
quickly to the nearest flat sur-
face. In a cough, the largest 
droplets will travel nearly 6 
feet in a “turbulent jet” before 
gravity pulls them down. Hence 
the 6-foot rule.

What about the smaller 
droplets? Called aerosols or fine 

mist, this droplet class is over-
looked in our protocols. That, 
it turns out, is a fatal oversight.

In still air, the smaller drop-
lets from a cough expand out-
ward in a plume that travels 
9.3 feet and stays aloft for 27 
minutes. That’s a single cough. 
Repeated coughs keep add-
ing plumes. Even the smallest 
droplets can carry molecules of 
coronavirus. In an unventilated 
room, a maskless infected per-
son — not necessarily showing 
symptoms, not knowing they 
are infected — can quickly 
thicken the air with live virus 
just by breathing normally. 
Talking does so faster, singing 
or shouting or playing a wind 
instrument faster yet. The 
coughing fit of a sick person 
renders an unventilated room 
a disease trap. Outdoors, a 

breeze concentrates an infec-
tious jet and carries it farther, 
but dissipates it within sec-
onds.

There is a simple thing you 
can do to drastically lower your 
chance of infection, learned 
the Stony Brook engineers: 
Wear a mask, just about any 
mask. The reason is not what 
you might think — the fabric 
blocks droplets — but that it 
disrupts the airflow of a breath 
or cough, arresting the forward 
momentum of the turbulent jet 
and sapping its energy. A mask 
limits dispersal of moist air to 
immediately around the face 
and to less than 2 feet from a 
spreader person, even after re-
peated hard hacks.

A handkerchief that de-
scends like a House of David 
beard is just fine. So is a pulled-
up neck gaiter. Better are medi-
cal masks, N-95s, that hug your 
lower eye sockets and bend 
snugly over the bridge of your 
nose. What’s not OK is leaving 
the nose uncovered. A mask 
worn that way is, said Fortis 
Sortiropoulos, Stony Brook 
dean of engineering, “useless.”

The point is, all masks leak 
a little, especially under the top 
edge (as glasses wearers can at-
test). Even a sharply expelled 
cough leaks only low-energy 
droplets around the mask com-
pared to an unmasked nose and 
mouth.

So, wear a mask. If you are 
stuck inside with anyone but 
immediate family, try to be sure 
the space is well-ventilated and 
you don’t stay long. It’s the cu-
mulative viral load that mat-
ters. Outdoors, pay attention 
to whom you are downwind 
from. Move out of the plume of 
a cougher or sneezer. (This is 
good advice at any time.)

Stay far away from anyone 
who is mask-free. Stephen 
Colbert’s recent in-person 
chat with Joe Biden positioned 
the gentlemen at either end of 
what looked like a hangar. Until 
health czar Tony Fauci gives the 
all clear, that seems about right.

Science writer Tom Parrett 
lives in Millerton.

A VIEW FROM 

THE EDGE 

Peter Riva

NewThink for the fourth 

Industrial Revolution

We just starting the 
ramping up of the 
fourth Industrial 

Revolution, categorized by 
connectivity, automation and 
rampant technology. As if any 
one of these changes were not 
hard enough to live with, to 
adapt to, the culmination of 
these new forces on our lives 
not only shape the reality 
around us, they fundamentally 
require us to think, envision, 
plan new realities.

Some of what’s already 
happened like computers, cell 
phones, connected devices 
on the cloud can blind us to 
think that someone else will 
make the product, we’ll use it 
and — presto — we’re part of 
the revolution. And, yes, if all 
you want to be is an end con-
sumer and continually shocked 
and amazed at what’s next, go 
right ahead and roll with the 
punches you’ll receive. The 
problem for you and most of 
the younger generation, is that 
industry devoid of an uplift-
ing culture as part of the rapid 
developing world will — in the 
end — reduce your status to 
that of an increasingly poorer, 
punch-drunk, consumer. 

It happened at the end of 
every Industrial Revolution so 
far. The traditionalist worker, 
inventor, businessperson got 
poorer. The industrialists using 
modern technology prospered. 
The gap widened. 

When I was a kid, the head 
of GM made 30 times the sal-
ary of the assembly worker. 
Now the head of GM makes 
500 times as much. The head 
of GM is part of the fourth 
Industrial Revolution and is 
mapping the future. The as-
sembly worker is, increasingly, 
a worker waiting to be replaced 
by a machine.

But there are trends in 
thinking, in culture, that can 
map a better future for all of 
us. As Edward de Bono said, we 
have to think laterally. Look, 
reaching for a brilliant future, 
for that new invention, a bril-
liant bit of inventive program-
ming may be the future for the 
brightest of us, but the rest of 
us just need to get smarter, 
think around the issues, find 
commonplace already-invent-
ed bits and pieces we can put 

to better use and start new in-
dustries.

So, here’s an example. An 
Italian middle-aged man knew 
he was going to lose his job to 
automation at a factory pout-
ing concrete sleepers (rail-
road ties they are also called). 
A friend of his was putting in 
solar panels on his house. He 
looked at the square area per 
kilowatt produced. He looked 
at the replacement rate for 
railroad sleepers for 10,000 
miles of track in Italy alone. 
In general, every sleeper has to 
be replaced every 10-12 years 
depending on train traffic. 
Concrete sleepers are noisier 
than wooden ones. 

Then one day he went to the 
local recycling center and saw 
piles of tires. Thinking later-
ally, he thought that they could 
still pour concrete sleepers, 
then melt waste tires and coat 
the sleeper with soundproof-
ing and then, in a stroke of 
genius (lateral thinking), stick 
a solar panel surface on top of 
the non-rail portions, using the 
rail as the electrical connection 
when it is installed. He calcu-
lated: The new concrete sleeper 
would be 50% more expensive 
but would produce electric-
ity for 16 households for ev-
ery mile installed. The rubber 
would dampen the vibration 
for better train travel and wear 
and tear. Installation methods 
would not be changed. Ballast 
would remain the same and, 
best of all, the normal replace-
ment would be cost free also 
meaning the price of the sleep-
ers would be amortized at the 
end of one year or two.

No new technology.  Simple 
lateral thinking making some-
thing no one ever thought of 
before out of already com-
monplace elements. Here in the 
USA? We have 137,000 miles 
of track Eventually that could 
supply electricity for 2.5% of all 
households. The sleepers need 
to be replaced anyway, why not 
think laterally and make them 
more useful?

Want more proof? Every 
great revolutionary product is 
a combination; making some-
thing never tried before. Henry 
Ford took the British Navy’s 
line production of sailing pul-
leys and made a car produc-
tion line. Thomas Edison took 
a glowing heater element and 
adapted it to a carbon filament 
and made a light bulb. Steve 
Jobs took a military printed 
micro circuit and made it into 
the iPhone. Bill Gates took 
calculator programming for 
IBM (DOS) and made it work 
visually (using Xerox research 
for NASA). Epoxy glue made 
for the military is now sticking 
appliances and cars together. In 
1958 Hymen Lipman said we 
didn’t need a new pencil, we 
needed a combination of the 
eraser on the pencil. Known 
products used in marvelous 
new ways. NewThink around 
problems.

Writer Peter Riva, a former 
resident of Amenia Union, now 
resides in New Mexico.



B6          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, December 24 & 31, 2020

SPORTS

Realtor® at Large
Wire fraud is one of the fastest  
growing cyber crimes according 
to the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners. 
Real estate transactions are 
particularly vulnerable with the 
number of parties involved in 
a deal. � is is why William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty 
is now requiring an Anti-Fraud 
Disclosure to be signed for both 
listing and purchasing properties. 
� is disclosure con� rms to our 
clients that we, as agents, will 
never ask for money to be wired; 
the approval must come from our 
Regional Manager which  protects 
all parties. For more information, 
please visit Fraud.org, a project of 
the National Consumer League.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician

Amenia Town Board examines 

proposal for a skatepark in Wassaic

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Considering 
the regional issue of attracting 
young people to settle down 
roots locally, the Amenia Town 
Board lent Christopher May its 
full attention as he proposed in-
stalling a skatepark in the ham-
let of Wassaic during its meeting 
on Thursday, Dec. 3.

The board met via videocon-
ference due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and live streamed 
the meeting to the “AmeniaTV” 
YouTube channel, where it can 
now be watched in full. 

“This is something I’ve been 
thinking about for a very long 
time and I think it could be a 
huge benefit to Wassaic,” May 
said.

A little history

Introducing himself to the 
board, May said he’s been 
skateboarding for 25 years and 
that, at the age of 13, he and his 
friends advocated for the first 
skatepark in their hometown 
of Riverton, Wyo. Defining a 
skatepark as “a purpose-built 
recreational environment made 
of skateboarding, BMX, scooter, 
wheelchair and inline skating,” 
he said a skatepark creates “a 
safe space that’s an alternative 
to team sports that encourages 
fulfilling physical activity out 
of doors.”

Looking at the health ben-
efits in terms of mental, physical 
and social health, May said of 
all the things that make skate-
boarding fun — such as focus, 
self-education, determination 
and self-discipline — “is the 
enormous challenge and tre-
mendous reward that comes 
from skateboarding.” 

The benefits of a skatepark

Along with the physical 
benefits of aerobic exercise, 
strength-building and stamina-
building, May said achieving a 
trick is one of the greatest in-
trinsic rewards. Meanwhile, the 
social benefits a skatepark in-
clude community involvement, 
a sense of belonging, inclusion, 
a social support network and 
building friendships.

May said a skatepark would 
keep young people in town and 
provide a social gathering place 
in the community. He explained 
that a professionally designed 
skatepark acts as an extension 
of that community’s specific 
needs, adding that there’s a 
sense of ownership in having 
skateboarders participate in the 
design conversation. 

After talking with some local 
youth who showed an interest in 
having a skatepark, May told the 
board that he’s planning to have 
a design meeting to discuss with 
local skaters what they want the 
park to look like.

From an economic perspec-
tive, May said having a skate-
park creates a need for quality 
skateboard shops in town; he 
mentioned that he’s already 
talked with some people who are 
interested in opening a business 
to sell and repair skateboards. 

A well-designed skatepark 
would also attract visitors from 
other communities — even 
other states and countries, and 
would prove the town’s invest-
ment in its youth. 

How to make it possible

In addition to reaching out 
to the local youth and area resi-
dents, May shared that he’s had 
several meetings with the Tony 
Hawk Foundation, a nonprofit 

organization geared toward 
building skateparks in small 
communities. 

Responding to Councilman 
Damien Gutierrez’s question 
about funding through grants, 
May shared that, based on his 
conversations with the Tony 
Hawk Foundation, on average 
85% of funding for successfully 
completed skateparks is through 
grant money while about 5% is 
done through grassroots fund-
ing and about 10% is funded 
through private donations.

Believing his proposal has a 
good chance of qualifying for 
grants, May said, “It’s not much, 
but you get a lot of international 
attention for it, which then can 
help your chances of raising 
more.”

He later suggested that hav-
ing the town grant writer in-
volved would help move the 
project along.

The liability issue

Since one of the most com-
mon questions people ask about 
skateparks focuses on skatepark 
liability, May explained that 
New York State recognizes 
skateparks as “ordinary recre-
ational facilities just like any 
other” and that state insurance 
views these facilities in the same 
way it does basketball courts. If 
anything, he said, a skatepark 
would be a healthy gathering 
place for local youth. 

Answering Councilwoman 
Michele Somogyi’s questions 
about liability and supervision 
later that evening, May said the 
skatepark would be lit, open and 
visible to the public, and that if 
the town were to hire someone 
to watch the skatepark, then it 
would be liable for anything that 
goes on at the park, though it 

is covered by New York State 
Recreation. The skatepark 
would also be free and open 
to the public, and May noted 
that typical hours of operation 
for skateparks would run from 
dawn to dusk.

To give the board a sense of 
how a skatepark would work in 
the hamlet of Wassaic, May pro-
jected a community comparison 
to demonstrate how skateparks 
have benefitted communities 
similar to Wassaic, such as Ri-
verton; Alberton, Mont.; and 
Middletown, N.Y. 

Community 

feedback, participation

Having reached out to 
many community members, 
May’s proposal has so far been 
received with excitement and 
encouragement from local resi-
dents, with people showing a 
willingness to donate their time 
and money just so their children 
will have a safe place to gather. 

Regarding the skatepark’s in-
stallation, May recommended a 
concrete skatepark as they re-
quire nearly zero maintenance; 
once the concrete is poured, 
he said the only maintenance 
would be the occasional mow-
ing and weeding around the 
perimeter as well as collecting 
trash. 

Outlining one of his future 
goals, May said he’d like to enlist 
a small group of volunteers for a 
Skatepark Advisory Committee 
to meet about fundraising, rais-
ing community awareness and 
other similar tasks pertaining to 
the skatepark.

“This is a wonderful new op-
portunity for recreation,” said 
town Supervisor Victoria Perot-
ti, who said she was impressed 
with May’s proposal.

A feel good story of the holiday season

BLEACHER 

VIEWS     

Theodore Kneeland

If you are feeling in need of 
an uplifting story for this 
holiday season, cast your 

attention toward our nation’s 
capital. No, no — not the po-
litical arena of the city (Does 
anything uplifting ever come 
from there?) but to the subur-
ban stadium wherein plays the 
recently renamed Washington 
Football Team.

Nor do we refer to the play of 
the team itself. In recent years, 
The Washington Football Team, 
formerly known as The Red-
skins, have played more like the 
old Washington Senators, of 
whom Charles Dryden in 1904 
famously remarked, “Wash-
ington — first in war, first in 
peace, and last in the American 
League.” On further thought, 
those Senators do sound like 
the ones on Capitol Hill.

What I’m thinking of, actu-
ally, is the play of Washington’s 
quarterback, one Alex Smith.

Smith has had the kind of 
hard luck career that would 
send most of us looking for any 
other gig than our current line 
of work, but he didn’t begin that 
way. He was the number one 
pick overall in the 2005 draft 
lottery by the San Francisco Gi-
ants who had been laboring in 
the cellar of the NFL for a while. 
That’s how you get the first pick.

Anyway, Smith played well 
for them even though he was 
plagued by injuries all the way 
to 2012 when he was benched in 
favor of Colin Kaepernick, he of 
the famous bended knee. Then 
Smith was dealt to the Kansas 

City Chiefs. There, again, he 
played well but was again passed 
over in favor of the young, excit-
ing, Patrick Mahomes. Sense a 
pattern here?

I don’t know who labeled 
Smith with the tag of being a 
“game manager” quarterback, 
but whoever it was did him no 
favors. In every other area, being 
a manager is something to be 
desired, but in football, it means 
that the QB is just a vanilla guy 
who makes the safe play and 
who doesn’t do anything very 
exciting, even when he is win-
ning games.

Now it is true that Smith is 
the old fashioned quarterback 
who stands in the pocket and 
tries to find the open receiver, 
and it is true that both times he 
lost his job to a younger fellow 
who didn’t mind using his legs 
to make yards. But a win, no 
matter how you get it, is a win, 
right? Evidently not!

Smith was still standing in 
the pocket when he suffered the 
worst broken leg anyone has 
seen since Joe Theismann had 
his career ended by one. Smith 

was out two full years, had 17 
surgeries to fight infection, was 
told he might have to have an 
amputation, had to wear an ex-
terior bone brace drilled into his 
leg bones for a full year, and still 
fought his way back to being the 
back-up QB at the beginning of 
this season.

He was finally named the 
starting quarterback several 
weeks ago, and his team has 
been on a tear ever since, re-
minding us of his stints in San 

Francisco and Kansas City.
So let’s feel good about as he-

roic a stand against misfortune 
anyone has ever seen anywhere. 
And if Smith isn’t named the 
Comeback Player of the Year, 
there will have been a dirty deal 
done that would have been at 
home only downtown in the 
Capital itself. 

Millerton resident Theodore 
Kneeland is a former teacher and 
coach — and athlete.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 

errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning. Notice 
of such error must be given 
to us after the first run of the 
advertisement.

Email news and 

photos to editor@

millertonnews.com

SPORTS IN BRIEF
Virtual performance broadcast Jan. 7

NEW YORK CITY — 
Come Thursday, Jan. 7, Mark 
DeGarmo Dance (MDD) will 
be broadcasting its transcul-
tural transdisciplinary Virtu-
al Salon Performance Series 
to an international audience 
via Zoom. Mark DeGarmo, 
a Pine Plains native, is an 
internationally recognized 
choreographer who resides 
in New York City and An-
cram. 

The dance series will 
spotlight international and 
emerging performing artists 
Selim Cizdan from Turkey, 
Aigars Larionovs from Lat-
via and Adriane Erdos and 
Makayla Peterson from New 
York City. Each performance 
will include an audience 
feedback session curated and 

facilitated by DeGarmo, who 
founded MDD and is its ex-
ecutive and artistic director.

Tickets will be by dona-
tion. Attendees may pur-
chase tickets online at www.
eventbrite.com/e/virtual-
salon-performance-series-
january-7th-2021-tick-
ets-131489385291, via PayPal 
at www.paypal.me/markde-
garmodance or via Venmo at 
Mark-DeGarmo-2. 

The Zoom link will be 
sent to attendees at 4 p.m. the 
day of the performance. If a 
donation is made after that 
time, MDD staff will send 
the link via email as soon as 
possible.

For more information, 
visit www.markdegarmo-
dance.org.

New easy registration  

with Recreation Department

WASHINGTON — The 
Town of Washington (TOW) 
Recreation Department has a 
software program to make it 
easier to sign up for activities 
once the coronavirus pan-
demic has ended.

Residents will be able to 
go to www.towrecreation.
com and click on the Create 
New Account link to open an 
account and gain easier ac-

cess to program registration. 
Be sure to add all the mem-
bers of the household into 
the account. Don’t forget to 
enter a cell number with the 
carrier so the Recreation De-
partment can text with any 
last-minute changes.

New household accounts 
will provide subscribers with 
registrations history, finan-
cial history and much more. 

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

Getting into the act

Even with his busy schedule of chasing squirrels, steal-

ing tennis balls and playing with the farm dog next door, 

constant canine companion JT Lyle kept himself protected 

against COVID-19 through 2020 with help from some per-

sonal protective equipment (PPE), a good reminder to all 

Tri-state region residents that wearing PPE is essential to 

stopping the spread of the coronavirus during the pandemic. 

Now that winter has arrived, JT is trying to figure out how 

he’ll be able to frolic in the snow with a face mask on. Once 

he has that all worked out, his owner, Millerton News re-

porter Kaitlin Lyle, will be sure to capture it on camera and 

share the results.

Basketball, and more, in Millbrook

WASHINGTON — The 
Town of Washington Recre-
ation Department has released 
its schedule for the winter bas-
ketball season.

Kindergarten Basketball 
will be held on Wednesdays, 
from Jan. 6 through Jan. 27, 
from  5 to 6 p.m.

LMC Saturday Basketball, 
for grades 1 through 6, will be 
held Jan. 9 through Feb. 13.

Indoor Soccer for grades K 
through two will be held Mon-
days, from Jan. 11 through Feb. 
8, from 5 to 6 p.m.

Pickleball may be played by 

those who would like to rent 
out the Guertin Gym, avail-
able weekday mornings. For 
more information on this and 
other programs, email RecDi-
rector@Washingtonny.org or 
call 845-677-3419, ext. 6.

Due to New York State 
guidelines, the Recreation 
Department will be unable to 
host its traditional basketball 
league this season, instead it 
will be hosting LMC Clinics 
on Saturday mornings. If the 
guidelines change later in the 
winter the clinics will adjust 
accordingly.

PINE PLAINS — The 
town of Pine Plains has set up 
its temporary community ice 
rink for the winter season. 

Located on the girls soft-
ball field at the recreation 
fields along Beach Road, the 
temporary ice rink will be 
open, weather permitting, 

for ice skating throughout 
the winter season. Local 
residents are invited to skate 
on the rink when it’s open, as 
long as it is lit and groomed.

Look for updates on the 
rink’s status to be posted on 
the “Pine Plains Ice Rink” 
Facebook page.

Town of Pine Plains to open temporary 

ice skating rink this winter season
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF
AMENIA ZONING

BOARD OF APPEALS
AREA VARIANCE 

RELATED TO PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT

97 POWDER HOUSE 
ROAD

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that, pursuant to 
Section 121-59(G) of the Town 
of Amenia Zoning Code, a 
public hearing will be held by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) of the Town of Amenia, 
New York, on January 11, 2020 
at 7:00 PM. The public hearing 
will be conducted remotely 
via Zoom in accordance 
with Executive Order 202.1 
and subsequent Executive 
Orders of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. To participate in this 
public hearing, please send an 
email to jwestfall@ameniany.
gov and instructions will 
be provided. The following 
matter is scheduled for a public 
hearing:

Appl i c ant  E l i z ab e t h 
Hammond seeks an area 
variance to allow an addition 
to an existing residential 
structure with a proposed 
front yard setback along 
Powder House Road of thirty-
one (31) feet, six (6) inches 
where a fifty (50) foot setback 
is required in the Suburban 
Residential (SR) District. 
The proposed addition will 
be within the setback of 
the existing structure. The 
proposed addition will include 
expansion of an existing 
entry room and the addition 
of a living room, for a total 
expansion of approximately 
five hundred fifty-seven (557) 
square feet. The property is 
located at 97 Powder House 
Road, Tax Parcel # 132000-
7167-14-327267.

A copy of the application 
is on file in the Amenia 
Town Clerk’s Office for public 
viewing and inspection during 
normal business hours. The 
Application can also be viewed 
and downloaded from the 

Town’s official website atwww.
ameniany.gov.

At the public hearing 
noticed herein, the ZBA will 
hear all persons interested in 
the application. Persons may 
appear at the hearing remotely 
via Zoom on their own behalf 
or by agent and may also 
submit written comments to 
the ZBA prior to or at such 
hearing. Dated: December 
16, 2020.

Terry Metcalfe, Chairman
 Town of Amenia Zoning 

Board Appeals
12-24-20

Legal Notice
Reorganizational Meeting 

of the Amenia Town Board 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
Jan. 7, 2021 at 7:00 pm., at 
the Amenia Town Hall, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia NY. Dated 
12-17-2020.

Dawn Marie Klingner
Town Clerk

12-24-20

 

TOWN OF AMENIA
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that 

the Town Board of the Town 
of Amenia is requesting sealed 
proposals from qualified 
firms to perform Engineering 
Services for the Town of 
Amenia Route 44 Sidewalk 
Extension to Beekman Park. 
For general information about 
the Town of Amenia, please 
visit the Town’s Website at 
www.ameniany.gov.

 Proposers must submit 
one (1) original, plus five (5) 
copies, plus one (1) digital 
copy on CD, DVD, or USB 
drive as single pdf document.

Proposals must be received 
no later that 1:00 P.M., January 
14, 2021, and addressed to 
the attention of Dawn Marie 
Klingner, Town Clerk, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia, New York 
12501.

To request a copy of 
the Request for Proposals 
document, call, write or email:

D A W N  M A R I E 
KLINGNER

TOWN CLERK
Emai l :  dmkl ingner@

ameniany.gov
Phone: (845) 373-8118 x 

125
4988 Route 22
Amenia, NY 12501
THE TOWN BOARD OF 

THE TOWN OF AMENIA 
RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY AND 
ALL PROPOSALS AND TO 
WAIVE ANY AND ALL 
INFORMALITIES IN THE 
BEST INTEREST OF THE 
TOWN PLANNING BOARD.

12-24-20

Legal notice
Notice of formation of 6 

WEST STREET PAWLING, 
LLC; Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
11/06/2020; Office located 
in Dutchess County; SSNY 

is designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served; SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any such process 
served to: The LLC, 10 West 
Street, Pawling, NY 12589; 
Purpose is any lawful act or 
activity.

11-26-20
12-03-20
12-10-20
12-17-20
12-24-20
01-07-21

 Legal Notice
T h e  R e or g a n i z at i on 

Meeting, followed by the 
regular monthly meeting of 
the Amenia Fire District #1, 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
is scheduled for Monday, 
January 11, 2021 at 6:30 pm.

Dawn Marie Klingner
Amenia Fire District #1

12-24-20

TOWN OF PINE PLAINS
DUTCHESS COUNTY,

NEW YORK
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the Town of Pine 
Plains Planning Board on the 
13th day of January, 2021, 
at 7:30PM, for the purpose 
of hearing all persons for or 
against the special use permit 
for a major home occupation, 
submitted by Willow Roots, 
Inc., for a property located at 
23 North Main Street, Town of 
Pine Plains, Dutchess County, 
State of New York, Tax Map 
No. 134200-6872-14-380254-
0000.

This meeting will not take 
place in person in accordance 
with the Governor’s Executive 
Order 202.80. Until further 
notice, meetings will be 
held via video conferencing. 
The town of Pine Plains 
has organized an interactive 
Public Hearing for 7:30 pm 
on January 13th, 2021. You 

will have an opportunity to 
see and hear the meeting live 
and provide your comments 
in the comments section of 
Zoom. Comments for the 
public hearing session can 
also be sent in advance of the 
meeting to planningboard@
pineplains-ny.gov or written 
and sent in to town hall. A 
dial-in number is also available 
if you do not have access to a 
computer. This meeting will 
be recorded and a transcript 
will be available at a later date.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/88123034279?pwd=ZTc
0aE5BanNkRHUreXVmOG
hzTzgrQT09

 Meeting ID: 881 2303 4279
Passcode: 236636
One tap mobile
+19294362866,,881230342

79#,,,,,,0#,,236636# US (New 
York)

+13126266799,,881230
34279#,,,,,,0#,,236636# US 
(Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 929 436 2866 US (New 

York)
 +1 312 626 6799 US 

(Chicago)
+1 301 715 8592 US 

(Washington D.C)
 +1 346 248 7799 US 

(Houston)
 +1 669 900 6833 US (San 

Jose)
 +1 253 215 8782 US 

(Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 881 2303 4279
Passcode: 236636
 Find your local number: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kelxMtz75C

Alternatively, the public 
hearing may be viewed live 
on the Planning Board’s 
Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l  a t : 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC0Mq6XtGozf 
20YyvnEzVeRA

 By order of:
Town of Pine Plains

Planning Board
12-24-20

Email your classified ad to Lyndee Stalter 
at classified@lakevillejournal.com.

Real Estate

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com to 

purchase a print or online subscription.

Or contact us by phone, 

800-339-9873 ext. 303; 
by email, circulation@lakevillejournal.com

The Best Regional News Site

TriCornerNews.com

The MillerTon news

www.TriCornerNews.com

When you need to know 

what’s happening in 

your area, we’re there.

HELP WANTED
BUSINESS MANAGER: Silver 

Lake Conference Center is a 
year-round faith-based out-
door ministry site in Sharon. 
Business Manager’s responsi-
bilities include: manage and 
track operational budget, 
including reports, forecasts, 
trends, cost analysis; year-
round retreat business, includ-
ing sales, marketing, booking, 
billing; day-to-day business 
operation, including working 
with vendors, payroll, workers 
comp, database management; 
administrative support of 
summer camp program. Must 
have strong problem-solving 
and communication skills and 
work well with a team. Expe-
rience in accounting, sales, 
budgeting, payroll. Bache-
lor’s degree or equivalent 
experience. For full position 
description and application 
instructions, email jobs@
silverlakect.org. EOE.

CARPENTERS WANTED: Local 
established company looking 
for qualified carpenters. Segal-
la’s TurnKey Housing, LLC. is 
looking for a few carpenters 
with varying levels of expertise 
to join an established team. 
Must be able to work well with 
others performing a varied list 
of tasks from siding and roof-
ing to finish trim. Competitive 
wages, 401K, and health insur-
ance offered. Please contact 
us at rsegalla@sbcglobal.net 
or 860-824-0019.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRE-
SENTATIVE: Curtis Insurance 
Agency is looking for a driven 
organized individual to fill 
the position of CSR. Must be 
detailed oriented, have excel-
lent work ethic, be able to deal 
professionally with customers 
and proficient with Microsoft 
Office. Prior insurance agency 
experience and experience 
with AMS360 management 
system is a plus, but not neces-
sarily required. Email resume 
to: Heather Finn heatherf@
curtisinsurance. com.

S K I L L E D  C A R P E N T E R S , 
HANDYMEN AND CON-
STRUCTION MANAGERS: 
needed for quality local 
construction company. Join 
our excellent team. Contact  
prutting@prutting.com.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.

HELP WANTED
ISABELLA FREEDMAN JEW-

ISH RETREAT CENTER: A 
year-round retreat facility 
located in Falls Village, CT. We 
serve 6,000 guests per year. 
We are currently seeking an 
Executive Chef (Full time). For 
more details please visit our 
website at https://hazon.org/
about/jobs-internships/ and 
email a copy of your resume 
to jobs@hazon.org.

SMALL ANGUS FARM: to take 
part time help. Duties include 
feeding, cleaning, fence repair, 
moving hay and grain daily. 
Will train the right person. 
860-364-5019.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

A1 HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS: 
I te m s  re m ove d  a n d 
trucked away from homes, 
garages, barns, etc. Call Bill 
860 364-4653.

CONTACT MARIA TO CLEAN: 
Your Kitchen, Bathroom, Bed-
room, Floors, Windows etc. 
Commercial & Residential. Call 
or Text: 845-399-9880.

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call 
or text 917-538-1617. email 
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1966 
revised March 12, 1989 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color religion, sex, handicap 
or familial status or national 
origin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the 
State of Connecticut General 
Statutes 46a-64c which pro-
hibit the making, printing or 
publishing or causing to be 
made, printed or published 

REAL ESTATE
:any notice, statement or ad-

vertisement with respect to 
the sale or rental of a dwelling 
that indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, 
marital status, age, lawful 
source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

LAND FOR SALE
2 COUNTRY ACRES IN WIN-

CHESTER CT: Mostly level, 
lightly wooded. Views, privacy. 
$60,000, as is. 860-921-3449.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 
bathroom with dining room, 
office/walk-in closet duplex 
apartment with front and 
rear enclosed porches, on a 
quiet dead-end street in the 
town of Norfolk. Amenities 
include washer/dryer, refrig-
erator, stove/oven. Utilities 
include water, sewer and trash 
removal. Oil heat and electric-
ity separate. No pets. $950 
month. $950 security deposit 
required. 860- 307-9420.

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

MILLERTON, 
NY S18-789-8800 

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

STYLISH WOODLAND BUNGALOW 
992 sq.ft. • 3.45 acres • 2 BR • 1 BA 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT. Farmhouse chic home w/ reclaimed wood floor 
in DR, LR w/ wood stove, open & closed porches. Manicured grounds 
w/ expansive pergola covered in wisteria, a tres chic chicken coop, and 
raised cedar garden beds. 
Web# EH4544       Colleen Vigeant                        $295,000

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

9.95 ACRES, sensational views, mountain stream with 1 or 2 pond 
locations, if desired, and great privacy. Ready for you to build a 
special home on. Broker owned. Offered at $550,000. 

ON 26+ ACRES, 3 bedrooms, living room, large kitchen, LARGE  
family room with fireplace, STUNNING VALLEY VISTAS 
from house, with and additional possible 2nd building site on 
the property. Detached 2 car garage. Offered at $1,200,000. 
Reasonable offers will be considered.

SALISBURY COUNTRY-SIDE: AMENIA RANCH:

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

TO ALL VIEWERS OF MY SITE AND ADS, A VERY MERRY HOLIDAY TO ALL AND A WISH TO ALL TO STAY 
HEALTH AS WE HEAD INTO 2021. VACCINES ARE HERE, AND SHOULD HELP WITH OUR HEALTH DEFENSES.   

AND REMEMBER, WE LIVE IN A SPECIAL PART OF THE COUNTRY, SO APPRECIATE YOUR  
SURROUNDINGS AND PROTECT YOUR, AND OUR, HEALTH IF YOU ARE NEW TO OUR TOWNS. 

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, 
whether in print, digital or web, is the perfect gift 
for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative 
who is away from the Tri-State area but would like 
to keep up with the local news ... a student away at 
school or college... or anyone who wants to know 
what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

give the gi�  of
NEWS!

CONTACT SANDRA LANG
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com
Or go to 

www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions 

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community 
Newspapers & Regional News Website

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASSMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

PHOTO BY LORI DECKER

Officers  

turned Angels

Millbrook Police Sgt. Jared Witt 

and Millbrook Police Officer Kelly 

Aliusio helped collect donations for 

local charity Angels of Lights on 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, at Millbrook 

Village Hall. Angels of Light 

helps provide a happy holiday to 

terminally ill children and their 

families in the local area so they can 

focus on their wellbeing and not 

stress about dealing with making 

holiday arrangements like buying 

gifts and planning meals, etc. 

The extra assistance is especially 

appreciated this year, with the 

added stress of the coronavirus to 

deal with. The local community has 

supported the nonprofit for years.  
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The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

Plumbing & Heating

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Animal Care

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

29 Bissell St. • Lakeville
(860) 435-2211 • visionarycomputer.net

iPad Pro The most advanced iPad ever.

Visionary Computer

(860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Auto Repair

Computer Services

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Maintenance

Landscaping

Heating Oil & Propane

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883
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www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Roofing /Siding

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Follow us!

(860) 738-1114
Heating oil & Propane

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff

Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured
(860)499-0406      karlonwheels.com

Dave Kowalski LLC

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
Established 1998, Fully Licensed & Insured

northwestradiantheat@yahoo.com
Falls Village, CT 06031 | 860-671-1662 • 860-824-0113

◆

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

TriCornerNews.com
The Best Regional News Site

your news
your community

your life!

Not sure who to turn to when you need a service?

We’ll keep you connected.

Every week we bring you this directory of Specialists in print and online  

at www.tricornernews.com. From Automobiles to Windows,  

the Specialist you need is at your fingertips.

And, when you find the Specialist you’re looking for,  

let them know you found them in your independent,  

locally owned, community newspapers.

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

The MillerTon news

TriCornerNews.com
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