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Festival of Lights

Floats entertained parade watchers along Main Street during 

Millerton’s Festival of Lights on Friday, Nov. 25. For full story 

and more photos, turn to Page A2.

Stissing Center appoints 

new executive director 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Brett Bernardini will become 

the new executive director of 

the Stissing Center in Pine 

Plains on Dec. 15. 

The Dover Project: will there 

be a substation in Dover?
North East Fire 

District rocked by 

resignations

Child care centers battle 

staffing, funding shortages

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

MILLERTON — Stephen Valy-
ou, chairman of the North East Fire 
District, and Jim Schultz, both re-
signed as fire commissioners on 
Nov� 15, effective immediately, one 
week before the deadline for any-
one wishing to run as a candidate 
for election on Dec� 13�

At that same meeting, Josh 
Schultz announced that he was 
not standing for re-election, leav-
ing David McGhee, who presented 
his written intention to run for 
election as a commissioner of the 
North East Fire District, facing no 
opposition unless a write-in can-
didate surfaces�

The remaining commissioners 
are reportedly looking for candi-
dates to fill Valyou’s and Schultz’s 
positions�

One well-connected candi-
date, who had been approached, 
described it as “a thankless job�”

The vacancies could be filled 
by appointment of the remaining 
commissioners, or they could make 
the decision to operate with only 
three commissioners� Presumably 
this would include the two remain-
ing commissioners, Larry Selfridge 
and Jay Scasso, and a newly elected, 
David McGhee�

Neither Valyou nor Jim Schultz 
would explain the reasons for their 
independent decision to leave�

“Personally, I am honored 
to have served the district and 
the greater community as a Fire 
Commissioner for the last six 
years,” commented Josh Schultz� 
“I am thankful to both Stephen and 
James for their years of service to 
the Fire District� Their long-term 
vision for the district while bal-
ancing the needs and efficiency of 
the operations and personnel now 
have left it on a good trajectory go-
ing forward�”

By EMILY EDELMAN

Special to The Millerton News

PINE PLAINS — Brett Bernar-
dini officially begins his tenure as 
executive director of the Stissing 
Center on Thursday, Dec� 15, re-
placing Brian Keeler, who retires 
after leading the organization from 
its launch nearly eight years ago�

Stissing Center Board President 
Patrick Trettenero said, “This posi-
tion requires knowledge of cultur-
al programming, marketing, fund-
raising, construction management 
and community engagement — a 
tall order by any measure — and 
Brett has an impressive track re-
cord in all of these categories�”

Bernardini joins the Stissing 
Center after his most recent stint 
leading Nebraska Shakespeare in 

Omaha, and has also held leader-
ship roles at Cape Playhouse in 
Dennis, Massachusetts, and the 
Spirit of Broadway Theatre in 
Norwich, Connecticut, among 
others�

 He is excited to be at the helm 
of a young and committed orga-
nization, but recognizes that the 
position is not without its diffi-
culties� “I think the challenges are 
substantial, but I also think those 
challenges are the opportunities�

“One of the first challenges is: 
How does the Stissing Center posi-
tion itself to lift up and celebrate 
the entirety of the community? 
How do we position ourselves to 
be a valued player in the life of the 
community?

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews

DOVER — Many people who 
check in on social networks may 
have seen recently that Concerned 
Citizens of Dover (CCD) invited 
neighbors, including specifically 
Millbrook and Millerton/North 
East, to attend the Town of Dover 
Planning Board meeting on Mon-

day, Nov� 21�
Among other items on the 

agenda was a third public hearing 
for Transco’s Dover Project, the 
building of an energy substation 
in the town�

The Planning Board met dis-
cussing old business, then new 
business; they moved on to the 
public hearing portion of the meet-
ing with the first order of business 

the Stonybrook Estates item, which 
was held over until Dec� 5, and then 
on to the business that attracted 
most of the residents who attended, 
the NY Transco LLC and the Dover 
Sub Station�

If one remembers the furor over 
the Cricket Valley Energy Center 
(CVEC) a few years ago, this is no 

By ELIAS SORICH

Special to The Millerton News

Early child care centers across 
the Northwest Corner and in east-
ern Dutchess  County tell a com-
mon story: an emerging staffing 
shortage underscores challenges 
both old and new in the industry�

 From a dearth of applicants, to 
unreliable and sporadic state and 
federal funding — the current pic-

ture is of a chronically undervalued 
industry that fights hard to provide 
crucial services to underserved 
populations�

Providing both before- and 
after-school care to children ages 
0-6, early child care centers oc-
cupy a challenging midway point 
between parents and the education 
system� They aim to afford parents 
the flexibility to work the jobs they 
need to support the family, while 

also educating children with social 
and developmental skills critical to 
their success in school� 

“The reality [is that] we’re not 
just babysitters� We’re educators 
who help children get ready to go 
to school,” said Tonya Roussis, di-
rector of Housatonic Child Care 
Center in Salisbury�

In fact, according to Fran Cha-
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FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Visit Our New Location in Amenia

The Bank of Millbrook has moved into one of the town’s most 
beautiful historic buildings with deep roots in community banking. 

Conveniently located in the center of town at Amenia’s Four Corners, 
our new branch allows us to better serve our Amenia customers and 

those from surrounding towns. We hope you’ll stop in and learn more 
about our full range of personal and business banking services.

PO Box 250    4958 Route 22,  Amenia, NY 12501    T: 845-373-7731
Amenia Main Lobby and Drive Up Hours:

Mon – Thurs: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm | Fri: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm | Sat: 8:30 am – Noon

BANKOFMILLBROOK.COM

MILLBROOK       AMENIA       PINE PLAINS       STANFORDVILLE

MEMBER FDIC

Festival of Lights 

electrifies Millerton

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@lakevillejournal.com

MILLERTON — The an-
nual Festival of Lights filled 
the Village with holiday spirit 
on Friday, Nov. 25, with a day-
long schedule of events that 
reached a high point at sun-
down with a tree lighting and 
a jubilant parade of fire trucks 
and floats. 

Hundreds of spectators be-
gan to line the streets as the 
five o’clock hour approached, 
gazing down Main Street to 
the intersection of Routes 44 
and 22 for the first sign of the 
procession. 

Shortly after 5:30, the first 
of a long line of holiday fes-
tooned fire trucks and floats 
made the turn onto Main 
Street — and the big tree was 
lighted up. 

Children scrambled to col-
lect the candy treats that were 
tossed from the floats as par-
ents kept a close eye on all the 
goings-on. 

The day was a paradise cre-
ated for children. At 10 a.m., 
Jeff Scarpa began an ice sculp-
ture in Veterans Park. An hour 
later, more than 250 children 
and parents filled the lower 
two theaters at The Movie-
house for a free screening of 
“Polar Express.” The crowd 
overflowed to upstairs seating. 

In the afternoon, a chil-
dren’s raffle was held in Vet-
erans Park where bicycles, 
scooters, gift baskets and gift 

certificates were offered by 
local businesses.

“It’s nice to be so normal,” 
said Dana Scarpa of Designer 
Finds, who also served on the 
Millerton Festival of Lights 
Committee. “There is a nice 
feeling of home today. It’s so 
wonderful,” she said, recalling 
the past pandemic impact. 

Others who served on 
the committee are: Jeremy 
Boviard, general manager at 
The Moviehouse; Dana Rohn 
of Montage Antiques; Erica 
Recto of BES Ceramics and 
Nichole Reyes of Milieu Con-
sulting. 

Hot cocoa and cookies 
were offered at Veterans Park 
in the afternoon by the Salis-
bury Bank, which handed out 
coloring books to children.  

There were free hayrides.
Holiday music was pro-

vided by the Salisbury Band, 
which played its “Christmas 
Brass” repertoire as mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and 
children strolled along the 
sidewalk, popping into a busy 
Irving Farms for a hot drink or 
wandering into the shops to 
check out Black Friday sales. 

The North East Commu-
nity Center became a mecca 
for children who decorated 
their own cookies—often to 
be immediately eaten—as a 
two-man band outfitted in 
Santa garb played and sang 
for them. 

Townscape, a nonprofit, 
volunteer-based organiza-

tion, installed the holiday 
lights along Main Street and 
on the large fir tree at the in-
tersection of Routes 22 and 
44. Its board is responsible for 
the lights and a  task force of  
Jeanne Vanecko,  president, 
and board members Mitra 
Walter and Claire Goodman 
supervised lights and deco-
ration, which is paid for by  
local business and individual 
donations. The annual event 
draws parade-goers from 
nearby towns and Northwest 
Connecticut.

Kate Mellon of Lakeville 
came to see the festivities with 
her family and wandered into 
the pop-up woodcrafts sale 
in the Irondale Schoolhouse. 
John Roccanova, a retired 
technology teacher at Webu-
tuck School, was there selling  
items he crafts to benefit the 
nonprofit Grow Against Pov-
erty that supports education 
projects in Kenya.

The day came to an end 
with the parade, and featured 
fire companies from Miller-
ton, North East, Millbrook, 
Copake, Canaan, Falls Village, 
Lakeville and Sharon.

And as the parade was in 
full swing, the wail of sirens 
and flashing of lights, com-
bined with the smiles and 
waving arms from people 
young and old riding past 
on the floats — as onlookers 
beamed back their approval 
— the mood was set. Everyone 
loved the parade. 

Correction

In an article in the Nov. 
24 edition about the open-
ing of the Amenia Library’s 
new addition, a mention of 
a donation should have said 
that it was in honor of former 
Librarian Miriam Devine. In 
the article, the name of the 
architect should have been 
Darlene Riemer, and the name 
of State Sen. Sue Serino was 
misspelled.

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA VALENTINE AND JOHN COSTON

Above, fire trucks came from 

nearby towns and Connecti-

cut. Left, Jeff Scarpa dem-

onstrated skill at ice carv-

ing in Veterans Park. Below, 

Effie Sailor Clark decorated 

a cookie at the North East 

Community Center.

Millerton Farmers Market 

moves to indoor venue

The Millerton Farmers 
Market sponsored by the 
North East Community 
Center has moved a few 
steps from the park at the 
corner of Dutchess Avenue 
and Main Street to the in-
door warmth of the United 
Methodist Church at that 
location. 

The market will con-
tinue every Saturday — in-
cluding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve — from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. until the end of Janu-
ary.   At that time, it will op-
erate every other Saturday. 
For details including ven-
dors, check www.neccmil-
lertpn.org/farmers-market. 

Above, Santa and Mrs. Claus made 

an appearance. Left, John Roc-

canova had a pop-up woodcrafts 

benefit sale at the Irondale School-

house. Below, Salisbury Brass 

Band played at Veterans Park.

Floats entertained parade watchers along Main 

Street. 
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OUR TOWNS

Sharon Hospital is here for you
Sharon Hospital’s skilled staff is here to support inpatient, outpatient and all emergency needs, 
24/7/365. Our community can access advanced care when they need it most.

We are here for you: please reach out to  
sharonhospital@nuvancehealth.org with any questions.

Watch this video to hear about Sharon Hospital’s 
commitment to our community directly from our 
dedicated staff.

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

There are many animals in the show, a zebra, a giraffe, a lion, a crocodile, and of course 

Nyname the evil Sky God and Ananzi, the hero spider. Artistic Director Leslie Elias 

has many costume changes, helped by other performers and a keyboard/drum player.

Grumbling Gryphons 

thrill with library show

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE 

judith@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The 
Grumbling Gryphons, a 
Traveling Children’s Theater, 
is the creation of founder and 
Artistic Director Leslie Elias. 
a playwright, actress, story-
teller and theater director.
The Grumbling Gryphons 
have been performing for 
more than 40 years. The 
troupe found its way to the 
Millbrook Library on Satur-

day, Nov. 19, where a large 
group of children and adults 
delighted in the telling of the 
story of Anansi, the Trickster 
Spider. 

This West African and 
West Indian tale tells the 
tale of how the clever spider 
brings stories back to the 
people from Nyname, the 
Greedy Sky God, who has 
stolen them all. Aside from 
the spider, there is a lion, a 
giraffe,  a zebra, a crocodile, 
Nyname, the evil Sky God, 
and an amazing number of 

costume changes for Elias. 
She has help from other per-
formers, a keyboard player, 
and the children in the au-
dience, who become part of 
the show.  

Grumbling Gryphons 
provides performances, sum-
mer camps, workshops and 
residences for children and 
adults using subjects such as 
poetry and myth, building 
self-esteem, or dramatiz-
ing historical themes. Go to 
www. grumblinggryphons.
org for more on the theater.

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

Jen McCreery, new Assis-

tant Director and Circu-

lation Head at Millbrook 

Library.

Millbrook Library has 

new Assistant Director

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The Mill-
brook Library welcomed Jen 
McCreery as its new assistant 
library director and head of 
circulation on Oct. 24. Previ-
ous experience as director at 
Chatham Public Library and 
as director at the Desmond-
Fish Library in Garrison for 
more than seven years makes 
her an invaluable find.

“I’m thrilled that Jen has 
joined our team at the Mill-
brook Library,” said Courtney 
Tsahalis, Millbrook Library 
director. “Even though she’s 
been here just a short time, she 
is already doing a phenomenal 
job supporting our staff and 
community. Jen brings a lot 
of valuable experience to our 
library, and I feel very lucky 
to be able to work with her.”

Originally from the west-
ern U.S., McCreery found 
her way to the Hudson Val-
ley while working in another 
field. Becoming interested in 
library science, she went to 
Queen’s College, earning a 
master’s degree in library sci-
ence in 2011. She worked two 
temporary library positions 
until the opening at Desmond-
Fish presented itself in April 
2014, and she returned to this 
region. 

She was at Desmond-Fish 
until April, 2021, when she 
took the director position at 
the Chatham Public Library. 
But since she lives in Wassaic, 
Millbrook is a perfect choice 
for her: “I feel so lucky to be 
here in Millbrook, supporting 
the excellent work of our di-
rector Courtney Tsahalis and 
in the good company of my fel-
low library staff members. It’s 

great to work so close to my 
home in Wassaic and I hope it 
will give me lots of opportuni-
ties to get more involved with 
the local community.”

McCreery began her stint 
at the library with the Volun-
teer Fair, and has been present 
at most of the events since, in-
cluding the recent Grumbling 

Gryphons theatrical produc-
tion. The Millbrook Library is 
one of the most active libraries 
in this area, with programs for 
all ages and a full calendar of 
events. Tsahalis and her staff 
also like to be involved in 
many of the community pro-
grams and activities, so Mc-
Creery will find herself busy 
while she meets the residents 
and library patrons.

So far, it seems like a good 
fit and, as the year winds 
down, the many programs at 
the library go on.

The Friends of the Library 
are not doing their silent auc-
tion this year, but they will be 
handing out hot cocoa and 
cookies on the library lawn 
during the Parade of Lights 
on Friday, Dec. 2. And look 
for McCreery and library 
staff at the Long Steel Rail 
concert on Wednesday, Dec. 
14, with Christmas music; or 
join others at the library on 
the Tuesdays of Dec. 6, 13 and 
20 to make holiday wreaths 
from pine boughs.

Millbrook’s Parade of Lights set for Dec. 2

MILLBROOK — The Vil-
lage of Millbrook’s Parade of 
Lights is back, Friday, Dec. 2, 
with some new additions.

The Angels of Light is host-
ing a Meet and Greet with Mrs. 
Claus and Santa at its new build-
ing at 28 Front Street from 3:30  
to 5:30 p.m.

The event will include pic-
tures with Santa and Mrs.Claus, 
snacks and crafts.

At 5:30, head over to the 
Tribute Garden Christmas tree 
and join in a holiday sing-along 
with children from Elm Drive 
School. There also will be ac-
tivities and music on Franklin 
Avenue.

The Millbrook Fire Com-

pany will bring Mrs. Claus and 
Santa to the Christmas tree just 
in time to light the tree and start 
the parade up Franklin at 6 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join 
the parade. Decorate your ve-
hicle or float with holiday lights 
and other fun decorations. Line-
up starts at 4:30 next to MOST 
Physical Therapy. The floats 
will proceed in a first come, first 
serve order.

Contact Ceil Collopy at 
 ceciliacollopy@gmail.com with 
questions, or call (845) 797-2294. 
Note: giving the name of your 
float would help organize an-
nouncements. 

A previous publication errone-
ously gave the date as Dec. 4.
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
Pastor Joy Veronesi

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
Pastor Sun Yong Lee

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Candlelight vespers in December, 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M.
Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 10:00 A.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of December 4, 2022

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 
In person services on Sundays

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.
Livestream at 10:30 on

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

WE ARE NOW  
MEETING IN PERSON!

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 a.m.
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online Bible studies  

and Sunday services
Join us for a Carols by Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 p.m.
We will not be offering a service on 

Christmas Day this year. 
Contact us at 860-364-5002 or

info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
Rev. Robert Landback

The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES

4 PM - Sacred Heart
6 PM - St. Bernard
8 PM - St. Bridget

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
8:30 AM - St. Bridget

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician

Dennis Rand

SHARON — Dennis Rand, 
69, of 27 Hospital Hill Rd., 
Sharon, passed 
away peacefully 
Nov. 15, 2022, 
with his sister 
Denise Rand and 
his first wife Kris 
Katsonis by his 
side.

Dennis was 
born Dec. 8, 1952, 
in Dover, New Hampshire, 
son of the late Carlton and 
Ellen Rand.

Dennis graduated from 
Dover High School class of 
1971, and Thompson School 
at UNH. He served in the US 
Air Force during the Vietnam 
Era war.  

Dennis moved to Mil-
waukee and was very active 
in the rugby club at the Up 
and Under Pub in late 1979. 
He began his Rugby career in 
Dover, New Hampshire. The 
Milwaukee club went on to 
win the US national champi-
onship in 1985. After playing 
first class rugby, he accom-
plished his dream of becom-
ing a Forester.

Dennis had a big heart and 
a love of people, rugby, St. 
Patty’s day, hunting, fishing, 
the outdoors and most of all 
his two sons Neon (Iain) and 
Caleb.

Dennis is survived by his 
most precious accomplish-
ment in this life his two sons 
Neon (Iain) and Caleb Rand. 
He’s also survived by his sister 
Denise Rand (Kip) his brother 

Thomas Rand (Lisa) and fam-
ily and friends.

Dennis will be 
missed by all who 
knew him. The room 
without Dennis will 
be a bit less fun, a 
great deal quieter, 
and with fewer hugs.

Thank you to the 
staff at Charlotte 
Hungerford Hospital 

5th floor and Sharon Health-
care Center.

Celebration of life in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin,  and Do-
ver, New Hampshire will be 
announced at a later date.

A fund will be set up for his 
boys. For more information 
please contact his sister.

Leslie-Hart Fenn Tapscott

SALISBURY — After a 
remarkably long and joyful 
life, Leslie-Hart 
Fenn Tapscott, 
104, passed away 
peacefully on Fri-
day, Nov. 18, 2022, 
in Salisbury. She 
was born on Nov. 
2, 1918, in Hart-
ford, Connecticut 
during the influ-
enza pandemic. She attended 
Miss Porter’s School in Farm-
ington and studied piano at 
Hart School of Music in Hart-
ford. One of her most memo-
rable experiences was serving 
with a Clubmobile unit of the 
American Red Cross in World 
War II. Her Clubmobile, The 
Lincoln, provided servicemen 
with food, entertainment and 
“a connection home.”  Leslie 
continued this service to oth-
ers throughout her life, to her 
family, her friends, and her 
wide community. Her fam-
ily was her endless source of 
happiness and pride.

 She met the love of her 
life, Bob (Tap) at a dinner 
in West Hartford and a year 
later, they married on Feb. 28, 
1953. They enjoyed 60 years 
together raising their sons, 
Jim and Bob in North Haven, 
before retiring to Salisbury in 
1982.  While in New Haven, 
she did volunteer work for 

Planned Parenthood, Foote 
School and several libraries.  

She was a member of 
the Colonial Dames, 
the New Haven Ju-
nior League and 
Garden Club.  Les-
lie took memorable 
trips with Bob to Sun 
Valley, Idaho back in 
its heyday and later 
in retirement they 

took cross country train 
trips through the American 
and Canadian Rockies. She 
enjoyed birdwatching, fly 
fishing, cross-country skiing 
and preparing beach picnics 
at Fishers Island and in the 
Adirondacks.   An avid reader 
throughout her life, she loved 
to talk about the books she 
read and reread old favorites. 
Over the last three years, she 
spent her days listening to 
books on tape and traveling 
to far away places through the 
stories.

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Polly Mellen, her sons, 
James, Robert Jr., their wives 
Gretchen and Heidi, and four 
grandchildren Emma, Kate, 
Phillip and Harrison.

A memorial service is 
planned for summer 2023.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made to 
the Braille Institute to support 
books on tape for seniors.

Marian Ferguson

LAKEVILLE — Marian 
Ferguson finished her life 
peacefully on 
Monday, Nov. 
21, 2022,  at the 
Sharon  Hospi-
tal.   With her 
were her loving 
husband Carr, 
her daughters 
Laura, Sha-
ron, Marcia and 
Sandy and her four beloved 
sons-in-law.   Sending their 
loving farewells  were her 
eleven grandchildren and 
her three great grandchil-
dren, in each of whom she 
instilled her own great love 
of Lakeville and her home on 
its lake. When she arrived on 
its shores in 1962, she sensed 
she had found her home for 
life.  In the six decades since, 
she formed abiding friend-
ships with other parents, 
fellow sailors, golfers, ten-
nis players, skiers, skaters, 
bridge players, worshippers, 
demonstrators,  hikers and 
travelers. Her gusto for life, 
and friends, her grace and 
athleticism were legendary. 

Marian was born Mar-
ian Evelyn Nelson on June 
15, 1931, in Toledo, Ohio, 
to Robert Nelson and Mar-
ian Neely Nelson.  Marian’s 
formative teen years were 
spent  in Larchmont, New 
York, where she was elected 
her high school’s queen, “not 
just for her intelligence and 
beauty but for her enthusi-
astic friendship with all of 
us.”  During a summer break 
from college in 1950, she was 
offered a spot at Sun Valley, 
Idaho,  entertaining resort 
guests in its swim show and 
waiting on tables.   On her 
second  day there, she met 
one of her busboys, Carr 
Ferguson, who was also 
summer college help.  They 
fell in love at first sight and 
married four years later as 
soon as their graduate and 
law degrees were in hand 
(hers in speech therapy and 
his in law).

 Work took them first to 
Washington, D.C., where 
their first two daughters 
were  born, then to Iowa 
City, Iowa where their third 

daughter joined the fam-
ily, and to  New York City 

and Lakeville, their 
fourth daughter be-
ing born in the Sha-
ron Hospital.  

The heart of Mar-
ian’s life was her fam-
ily, whose own lives 
gave her greatest sat-
isfaction.   Her work 
as a speech therapist, 

however, benefited countless 
patients and students, start-
ing at Cornell with older 
stroke victims of aphasia 
(a problem she confronted 
herself in her last years,) 
and later, children with the 
same disease while working 
at Stanford University’s In-
stitute of Childhood Aphasia. 

Equally  rewarding, was 
her work on speech and 
learning issues for students 
in New York and Washing-
ton schools.  In Washington, 
she participated in the estab-
lishment the first secondary 
school dedicated to such stu-
dents, serving as the Chelsea 
School’s first diagnostician 
and admitting officer as well 
as classroom teacher, for 
which service her students 
voted her their commence-
ment speaker.     

Marian travelled exten-
sively and adventurously in 
her later years, voyaging to 
the remote highlands of New 
Guinea and bathing among 
penguins in Antarctica.

At home, she was a con-
summate hostess, sharing her 
rambling house on Lakev-
ille Lake, “Roundelay” with 
an ever-expanding number 
of friends, friends of friends 
and many a chance-met 
stray. Her motto on all oc-
casions was “the more the 
merrier.”

Her loving family will 
strive to keep her welcom-
ing spirit alive and bright, 
carrying her legacy of hos-
pitality and kindliness into 
the future.

Donations or offerings in 
her memory may be made to 
her dear friends at the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, P.O. Box 582, Salis-
bury, CT 06068.

Raymond C. ‘Ray’ Loper

MILLERTON — Raymond 
C. “Ray” Loper, 91, a lifelong 
area resident, 
died peacefully on 
Monday, Nov.  21, 
2022, at his home 
in Millerton, from 
complications of 
bile duct cancer. 
He was surround-
ed by his loving 
family.

Born May 18, 1931, in Sha-
ron, he was the son of the late 
Clifford and Hazel (Miller) 
Loper.

Ray spent the early years 
of his life working on a farm 
owned by his sister and broth-
er-in-law, Doris and Frank 
Perotti. Ray held various po-
sitions throughout the years, 
most notably as Superinten-
dent of Streets in the Village 
of Millerton and Highway 
Superintendent in the Town 
of North East. Ray also owned 
a franchise within the Inde-
pendent Buyers Association 
for eleven years and worked as 
a bus mechanic and bus driv-

er for the Webutuck Central 
School before his retirement.

Ray served his 
country in the 
United States Navy 
aboard the USS 
Leyte during the 
Korean War from 
June 1948 until his 
honorable discharge 
in June 1952. On 
August 23, 1997, in 

Millerton he married Carol 
L. (Culver) Lasher. Mrs. Loper 
survives at home. Ray was a 
life member of the VFW Post 
No. 7955 in Copake and was 
a former member of the Mil-
lerton Fire Company, where 
he served two years as a line 
officer attaining the rank of 
Captain. 

Ray and Carol traveled ex-
tensively during their 25 year 
marriage and his love for his 
family was beyond measure. 
In Ray’s later years, he loved 
oil painting on canvas and 
successfully presented a port-
folio to the Juried Artist Re-
view Panel and became a Jur-

ied Artist. He was also an avid 
flower gardener in his spare 
time. Nothing could keep Ray 
down; he was a tuberculosis, 
colon cancer and heart sur-
gery survivor as well. He will 
be dearly missed by his loving 
family and many friends, espe-
cially for his positive outlook, 
quick witted nature and great 
sense of humor.

Ray is survived by his wife 
Carol, his daughter, Jeannie 
Stevens and her husband 
Barry of Millerton; his daugh-
ter-in-law, Rev. Susan Loper; 
four grandchildren, Timothy 
Loper, William Stevens (Ka-
tie Infantino), Heidi Stevens 
( Jason Reyell) and Abbigail 
Clemons and her husband Ga-
ret; four great grandchildren, 
Chloe Stevens, Colin Stevens, 
Leah Rae Clemons and Alton 
Stevens; four stepchildren, 
Eugene Lasher and his wife 
Roxanne, Howard Lasher and 
his wife Dee, Glen Lasher and 
Jamie Lord and her husband 
Timothy; his sisters-in-law, 
Della Howley, Grace Sanda-
gato and his brother-in-law, 
Gary Culver and his wife 
Sandra. He is also survived by 

several step grandchildren and 
step great grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews.

Ray was predeceased by his 
first wife, Corene (Baker) Lop-
er; his son, Rev. Edward Loper 
and his siblings, Doris Perotti, 
Donald Loper, Beatrice Shaw, 
Eva Briggs, Charles Loper and 
Robert Loper.

There are no calling hours. 
Funeral services and burial 
with standard naval military 
honors will take place at Iron-
dale Cemetery in Millerton 
in the spring of 2023 and ser-
vice information will be an-
nounced on the funeral home 
web site and published in The 
Millerton News. Rev. Susan 
Loper will officiate. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library, 75 Main Street, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546 or to V.F.W. 
National Headquarters, 406 
W. 34 th Street, Kansas City, 
MO 64111. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 37 
Park Avenue, Millerton. To 
send an online condolence to 
the family please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com

Town of Amenia seniors’ 

Christmas Party trip

The Town of Amenia 
Seniors Christmas Party 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Dec. 13 with singing, food 
and a trip to the Aqua Turf 
Club in Plantsville, Con-
necticut.  

The cost is $47 per per-
son, plus $3 cash tip for the 
driver. Dinner will be tur-
key or baked scrod with 
complimentary beverages.

The trip will leaves Tal-

ly Ho Estates at 8:45 a.m. 
or Fresh Town of Amenia 
at 9 a.m. with a return at  
approximately 5:30 p.m.

The cost is $47 per per-
son, plus $3 cash tip for the 
driver.  Mail checks and 
tip to Michele Somogyi, 
149 Scott Drive, Dover 
Plains, 12522, checks pay-
able to Town of Amenia. 
For more information, call 
845-877-9430.
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There are lots of great reasons to support 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News this holiday season.

Here’s one you probably didn’t think of: Tomato pie.

The controversial treat (www.tricornernews.com/tomatopie) makes for a splendid variation 
on the familiar Thanksgiving menu of turkey, stu�  ng and the rest. It’s also been the topic 
of delightful and informative articles chronicling the fi erce battles the dish has stirred up 
among area chefs, a reminder of the pleasures to be found only in hometown newspapers.

So please don’t forget to give thanks for the richness of life in the Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut and eastern Dutchess County, and of our vigorous local journalism.

We are making changes at The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News, to preserve local 
reporting and to expand it. A fi ne way to express your support for this crucial project is by 
making a tax-deductible contribution to what is now a nonprofi t enterprise in this 
holiday season.

And from all of us at The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News to all of your families 
and friends, Happy Thanksgiving. Enjoy your turkey — and tomato pie! 

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Janet Manko, CEO, executive director

The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.
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Veterinarian gives guidance 

for pet care in cold weather

By CAROL KNEELAND 

Special to the Millerton News

PINE PLAINS — Whether 
welcoming a new puppy on 
Christmas morning or help-
ing an old “best friend” adjust 
to the colder weather, com-
mon sense can go along way 
in making good decisions, ac-
cording to Dr. Barbara Clayton 
of Clayton Veterinary Practice 
in Pine Plains.

She notes that because  ani-
mals come with their own good 
instincts, paying attention to 
the way they behave can pro-
vide cues on what a pet might 
need as can age, size, health and 
even the coat the animal sports. 
Usually  the animal — given the 
option — will probably make 
good decisions for itself.

In cold weather, for exam-
ple, she noted that a dog with a 
fine coat, ever a massive breed 
such a Great Dane, might prefer 
a quick trip outside with a rapid 
return inside, “curled up on a 
pillow in a ball” or perhaps act-
ing as a chihuahua-sized loving 
lap dog.

Speaking fondly, she em-
phasized, “It depends on the 
dog. Some dogs do not want 
to come in from the cold. I had 
a dog who loved (it). She’d make 
a bed in the snow. She’d curl 
up, and I’d try to call her in and 
she’d look up and wag her tail 
and say ‘I’m good.’”

She said, “Some of these big 
huskies, these big fluffy Ger-
man shepherd-y dogs — they 
love being out” and they might 
appreciate being in a clean and 
comfortable dog house. Those 
structures should not be set on 
the ground, however, but in-
stead be raised so the air can 
provide insulation with the 
opening set away from the 

wind and possibly equipped 
with a flap-like doggie door. 

Non-chewable bedding 
such as clean straw or shav-
ings rather than a comforter 
or “something they might eat” 
or that would attract insects or 
mice should be used. 

If, despite an owner’s best 
efforts, a dog becomes overly 
chilled, its own system will be-
gin to attempt to warm itself by 
shivering. Warm towels, blan-
kets or a warm drink can bring 
relief. She adds, however that 
because a dog can then become 
overheated, if the pet tries to 
move away from those, let it go.

She cautions against using 
devices such as electric blankets 
which could cause burns.

In addition to the cold, she 
said owners need to protect 
paws and recommends using 
only non-toxic de-icing prod-
ucts that are made specifically 
for pets.  “If the dog is being 
walked off the property where 
you don’t know what’s been 
used,” she recommends dog-
gie boots.

There are also cream-like 
products for paws such those 
used on sled dogs that are espe-
cially good for “these younger, 
sprier dogs that want to run 
around and play in the snow 
or on the ice.”

As for the age-old ques-
tion of the wisdom of a puppy 
popping out from beneath the 
tree on Christmas morning, 
Clayton feels It can be a good 
experience but if — and only 
if — everyone has thought care-
fully about what the commit-
ment means. 

Saying, “Pets are not toy 
trains. Dogs are not dolls,” she 
recommends against a surprise 
gift.

“Everyone needs to be on 
board” as they consider what 
the needs of the animal will be 
as well as their own circum-
stances such as age, the sizes 

of people in the house, health, 
allergies, and the ability to pro-
vide the time, space, and effort 
to give the dog the proper 
amount of play and exercise.

She says, “look at your life-
style, and research some differ-
ent breeds that meet the crite-
ria, and then talk to breeders 
that breed them.”

Clayton emphasizes, “Every 
dog should be crate trained. It’s 
their room — their safe place. 
Feed your dog in the crate... 
give them treats” but be sure 
any chew toys don’t become 
small enough to swallow. That 
is why she is “not a fan” of 
rawhide bones, which can be 
chewed down in size, prefer-
ring instead antlers or the like.

Finances can become an is-
sue so to be sure the pet can get 
treatment when needed, Clay-
ton recommends pet insurance 
be purchased.

As a final precaution, Clay-
ton suggests pets be implanted 
with chips so any which are lost 
— especially in winter’s cold —  
can be returned to the warmth 
of their homes and families.

Amenia’s 11th 

Celebration of 

Lights on Dec. 4

Amenia’s 11th Annual 
Celebration of Lights will 
be on Sunday, Dec. 4 at 5 
p.m. at Fountain Square. 
Events leading into the 
lighting are:

2 p.m. Welcoming all to 
help decorate trees

3 p.m. Visit with Santa 
at Great Cape Baking 
Company

Kids Holiday Arts and 
Crafts

Complimentary re-
freshments from Local 
Businesses

4:45 p.m. Citizen of the 
Year and Tree Lighting

Then, at 5 p.m., the 
Parade of Lights, and at 6 
p.m., will be the movie Po-
lar Express compliments 

of Four Brothers, Drive In 
(park early if staying for 
movie).

There will be prizes for 
best float and best window 
display.

Community partners 
and sponsors: Amenia-
Wassaic Community 
Organization/Silo Ridge 
Community Foundation/
Amenia Fire Company/
Silo Ridge Field Club/
Four Brothers Pizza/
Amenia Recreation/
Town of Amenia/Great 
Cape Baking Company/
Fresh Town/ Webutuck 
High School/VFW Toy 
Drive/Tienda Mi Esqui-
na/Amenia Free Library/
VFW.

Wassaic Project plans 

winter show opening

By ELIAS SORICH

Special to the Millerton News

WASSAIC — Drop by 
the Maxon Mills on Satur-
day, Dec. 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
for the opening reception of 
the Wassaic Project’s winter 
show, “No Misery Can Tell, 
No Word of Farewell.”

The show, as described by 
the Wassaic Project, is at turns 
darkly whimsical, folkloric, 
and imbued with magical 
realism. The eleven featured 

artists take inspiration from 
a vast landscape of cultural 
and artistic traditions, but all 
in some fashion approach the 
climate crisis in their work. 
Ranging from acrylic murals 
alive with color, to muted, 
foreboding cloche sculpture,  
the show is sure to feature en-
gaging and strange visual art.

It will remain open to the 
public from Dec. 3 to March 
18 on Saturdays only, from 12 
to 5 p.m. Visit www.wassa-
icproject.org/ for details.

Millbrook Library December activities

MILLBROOK — The 
Millbrook Library has a 
full schedule of activities 
during the next month. All 
are free, but most require 
registration. For infor-
mation or to register call 
845-677-3611 or go to mill-
brooklibrary.org.

Dec. 2— Decorate 
with snowflakes, library 
provides all materials for 
beautiful snowflakes. Ages 
11- 19. 

Dec. 3 — Enjoy a mati-
nee of the movie ELF! 1 
p.m. Rated “G”, get in the 
holiday spirit! 

Dec. 5 — 3 p.m. Dip and 
Drip candles, make your 
own, library provides all 
materials. Ages 11- 19. 

Dec. 7— Library Jam 
with Eric Marshall. By 
the fireplace, sing, play an 
instrument, or just sit back 
and listen. All welcome, no 
skills required, 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Concert at Lyall Church

The Community 
Choir is back at Ly-
all Memorial Church, 
ready to bring about the 
Christmas spirit with a 
concert on Sunday, Dec. 
11, 7 p.m. After an ab-
sence of several years, 

the choir is back. Coffee 
and cookies following 
the performance. Free 
concert, but all dona-
tions are greatly appre-
ciated. Lyall Memorial 
Church, 30 Maple Ave., 
Millbrook.

PHOTO FROM METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Chop up
 5. Ones who utilize
10. Sings with closed lips
14. South American 

hummingbird
15. Serves as a coxswain
16. Liquor distilled from 

coconut or rice
17. Spur
18. Senile
19. Tanzanian people
20. Cruel
22. Boxing’s “GOAT”
23. Yokels
24. London soccer team
27. Chinese chess piece
30. Supervises � ying
31. 007’s creator
32. Sha�  horsepower (abbr.)
35. A spider makes one
37. Lique� ed natural gas
38. Opaque gem
39. Brazilian palm
40. Periodical (slang)
41. You might step on one
42. Marvin and Horsley are 

two
43. Partner to cheese
44. Unpleasant smell
45. Field force unit (abbr.)
46. Fashion accessory
47. Cool!
48. Time zone
49. Songs to one’s lover
52. German river
55. Go bad
56. Sword
60. Very eager
61. Leaf bug
63. Italian seaport
64. Napoleon Dynamite’s 

uncle
65. Member of Jamaican 

religion
66. Large wading bird
67. Carries out
68. Eternal rest
69. It holds up your 

headwords

CLUES DOWN
  1. Not low
  2. Small water bu� alo
  3. A mark le�  behind
  4. Archaic form of have
  5. Fiddler crabs
  6. Popular Hyundai sedan
  7. Deport
  8. Making over

  9. Midway between south and 
southeast

10. Arabic masculine name
11. Type of acid
12. Popular 1980s Cher � lm
13. Outdoor enthusiasts’ tools
21. Chinese city
23. “Star Wars” character Solo
25. � e bill in a restaurant
26. Old, ugly witch
27. Burn with a hot liquid
28. To claim or demand
29. “A Doll’s House” playwright
32. Involuntary muscular 

contraction
33. Pea stems (British)
34. Double or multiple fold
36. No longer is
37. Lakers’ crosstown rivals 

(abbr.)
38. S. American plant 

cultivated in Peru
40. Cloth or fabric
41. Flanks
43. Dis� gure

Nov. 24 Solution

Nov. 24 Solution

Sudoku

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

44. Angry
46. Baltic coast peninsula
47. Large, � ightless birds
49. Plants of the lily family
50. Medieval Norwegian 

language
51. Polio vaccine developer
52. Not so� 
53. Exchange rate
54. Voice (Italian)
57. Baseball’s Ruth
58. Famed guitarist Clapton
59. Take a chance
61. Wife
62. Elaborate handshake

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

The lingering warm 
weather earlier last 
month had brought 

the garlic mustards back to 
life and I was happy for the 
opportunity to get ahead of 
what is usually one of my first 
spring chores: pulling them 
out with that long white tap-
root intact. I have been pulling 
garlic mustard for almost 10 
years and have observed, over 
a 15-acre swath of land, not 
only a decline in the quantity 
that grows (and is therefore 
removed), but also a regenera-
tion of native plants in that 
space.

I took a break recently to 
watch the Connecticut In-
vasive Plant Working Group 
Symposium. It rather turned 
my world upside down.

The keynote speaker, Ber-
nd Blossey of Cornell Uni-
versity, delivered a bombshell 
recommendation in his talk 
“Invasive Plant Management”: 
that, aside from a stray here 
and there, it would be better 
to not to pull garlic mustard 
at all. His research shows that 
garlic mustard left alone will, 
over time, decline in numbers 
and in plant vigor. This, he 
posits, is due to negative soil 
feedback, which is what hap-
pens when plants are grown 
in the same soil year over year. 
It is the reason why crops are 
rotated.

I really wanted to pretend 
that I had never heard this, but 
my conscience wouldn’t let 
me. I have made a concerted 
effort in writing this column 
to seek out the science behind 
what I observe in the woods 
with respect to native and 
non-native species. And it is 
difficult to get definitive an-
swers, perhaps because of the 
variability in environmental 
conditions and the fact that 

outcomes are difficult (though 
not impossible) to measure, 
especially over long periods 
of time. There are differences 
of opinions among experts on 
best approaches to invasive 
management.

Doing nothing is always 
tempting advice. Sadly for my 
back, I am not sufficiently pa-
tient to wait the 10-20 years 
that Blassey says it takes for 
the negative soil feedback ef-
fect to work on garlic mus-
tard. And there will always 
be garlic mustard around, as 
seeds will be spread by ani-
mals. In fact, Blassey’s No. 1 
recommendation to stop the 
spread of invasive plants, and 
to encourage native plant 
spread, is to install deer fenc-
es — simply not practical in 
my case.

I went back to rewatch the 
presentation, and listened to 
the audience questions at the 
end. And here is where things 
came into focus: Blassey con-
ceded that his laissez-faire ap-
proach to garlic mustard may 

not be relevant for what he 
calls the “woodland gardener” 
but is geared to nature pre-
serves and land trusts.

And so I would adapt his 
prescription as follows:

 — Garlic mustard popu-
lations can be reduced but 
never be fully eradicated un-
less the area is fenced to keep 
out deer.

— If you have a large area 
of garlic mustard and want to 
try Blassey’s approach, make 
an effort to fence the area. If 
it cannot be fenced, you may 
want to mark the area with 
flags so you can monitor the 
size of the area year over year. 
You should see the garlic mus-
tard lose vigor in the center 
as it spreads out beyond the 
initial area.

— Don’t assume that this 
prescription will work for 
other species.

— The best method of 
control is to not allow garlic 
mustard to proliferate in the 
first place. This is where pull-
ing it out is most useful. Be 
sure to pull it before it goes 
to seed. A hori hori knife or 
other weeding implement 
might be helpful to loosen 
the taproot from the soil so 
it comes out in one piece and 
does not disturb the soil too 
much.

— If you do weed gar-
lic mustard, be thorough in 
that area and visiting several 
times, starting from when the 
ground unfreezes in spring 
to when it freezes again in 
winter. The key to success is 
doing one’s best to halt new 
seeds from spreading.

— Plant native plants in the 
woods and tend to them, fenc-
ing them if necessary to pro-
tect them from deer browse.

Dee Salomon “ungardens” in 
Litchfield County.
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What about pulling 

garlic mustard? 

 

Amenia discusses CDBG 

grant fund requests at 

hearing in November

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The town 
board meeting opened 
on Thursday, Nov. 17, at 
7 p.m. with Supervisor 
Victoria Perotti presid-
ing; also present, Clerk 
Dawn Marie Klingner, 
Board Members Vicky 
Doyle, and Brad Rebil-
lard; absent were mem-
bers Leo Blackman and 
P. Damian Gutierrez.

Webutuck High 
School asked the board 
for help in publicizing 
the school’s efforts in 
promoting Community 
Day, where the students 
fundraise with a food 
truck to donate to fixing 
or putting in sidewalks 
for younger students and 
in doing plantings and 
other projects. 

Supervisor Perotti 
made a recommenda-
tion that the town help 
the High School, and the 
board agreed.

The public hearing 
for the discussion for 
the Community Devel-
opment Block Grants 
(CDBG) was resumed.

Councilwoman Doyle 
talked about a piece of 
equipment, 20 years old 
or more, that needs to be 
replaced at Beekman Park 
that is badly cracked, dan-
gerous and would cost 
about $100,000 to replace.

The old piece would have 
to be removed and the area 
would need to be resur-
faced.

There is a CDBG for 
$150,000, and the question 
was asked if there is a need 
for something that would be 
in the range of the $150,00 
grant. Further discussion 
brought out the fact that 
grants can be requested for 
both amounts, if the second 
grant was for a project that 
had do with rehabilitation 
of an existing home/new 
rental . Habitat for Human-
ity has such a project.

Charlie Miller, who is on 
the Wastewater Committee, 
reported on the Wastewater 
Committee work, and also 
mentioned the affordable 
housing situation, as he is 
also on the Housing Board.

Miller thinks that the 
language possibly needs to 
be revised in documents 
pertaining to Workforce 
fees. Silo Ridge opted to pay 

Workforce fees in lieu 
of building affordable 
housing, but he doesn’t 
agree with its interpreta-
tion of the schedule of 
fees. Certificates of Oc-
cupancy are given based 
on the fees. He’d like to 
see how that is working 
in the case of Silo Ridge, 
as this may be a part of 
future building in the 
town as time goes on 
and affordable housing 
becomes even more of 
an issue.

Several resolutions 
were made, voted on and 
adopted:

Resolution #77 of 
2022 for Adopted 2023 
Budget: $1.92952 per 
$1000 assessed value; 
tax levy imposed at 
$2,069,630. Passed with 
all ayes, two members 
absent.

Resolution #78 of 
2022, for snow removal 
bids: Bid for sidewalks, 
etc., awarded to Kindred 
Property Care LLC, bid 
of $39,000. Resolution 
# 79, bid for snow re-
moval at Wassaic Trail, 
awarded to Northwest 
Landscaping Mainte-
nance LLC, $13,582.

Steiner reads from new WWII novel

SHARON — Anyone 
who has gotten to know the 
character of Willi Geismeier 
through the historical novels 
(“The Good Cop” and “The 
Constant Man”) by Sharon’s 
Peter Steiner will know that 
he is a force to be reckoned 
with, a one-time Munich po-
lice detective who stops at 
nothing to bring evil deeds to 
light and evil doers to justice. 
Geismeier leaves the Munich 
force after having dealt with 
some of the worst initial 
schemes of the Nazis and 
their sympathizers as they 
came to power in the 1930s 
in “The Good Cop,” but after 
leaving Germany for the U.S., 
returns to his home country 
and again finds ways to serve 
the cause of good when he 
plunges into the thick of un-
derground resistance against 
the Nazis during World War 

II in Steiner’s newest Geis-
meier novel, “The Inconve-
nient German.” 

Willi is the leader of The 
Flower Gang, an ingenious 
structure of secret opera-
tives across Germany and 
the occupied countries. 
Those involved use names 
of flowers to shield their 
real names from the Gestapo 
and others who would put 
them in danger as they try to 
move Jews and other targets, 
like an American pilot who 
crashed into the countryside 
outside of Munich, across 
the border to safety from 
the Nazi’s grasp. The char-
acters who are introduced 
throughout the novel give 

a vivid picture of what life 
was like during WWII un-
der the Nazis. Steiner illu-
minates how those from all 
social strata had their lives 
completely dismantled and 
then rebuilt to either sup-
port or sabotage the Nazi 
war machine. 

Anyone with an interest 
in World War II should give 
all the Geismeier books a 
read.

Steiner will have a book 
reading at the Hotchkiss 
Library of Sharon on Sun-
day, Dec. 4, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
For more information, go to 
www. hotchkisslibraryof-
sharon.org.

— Janet Manko

Webutuck 

capital 

project vote 

set Dec. 6

AMENIA — A $12.5 
million capital project 
will be the subject of 
a vote on Dec. 6 from 
noon to 9 p.m. at 
the Webutuck High 
School gym. 

The project is 
focused on infra-
structure needs, 
and includes a roof 
replacement on all 
schools, ventilation 
systems, and milling 
and paving of parking 
lots and sidewalks, in-
cluding other projects. 
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Testify at the Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, December 6

The deadline to testify against Nuvance’s 
application to close maternity is almost here!

• Submit your written testimony by emailing OHS@ct.gov 
any time before December 6

• The public hearing starts at 9:30am on December 6 via Zoom (visit our 
website for link). Public testimony begins at 3pm, and you can sign up 

to speak starting at 2pm via Zoom.

Testify with us in person!
Join Save Sharon Hospital at the Sharon Town Hall, where we will be streaming the 
public hearing live on Zoom, and testifying alongside fellow community members!

Save Sharon Hospital, Inc. is a nonprofit community organization composed of volunteers and healthcare professionals from the Northwest Corner and the 
neighboring New York area who are concerned about the continued quality and availability of healthcare in our region. We are committed to 

supporting and maintaining the full range of services at Sharon Hospital.

www.savesharonhospital.org

THE TIME 
IS NOW!!

Members of the community, government officials and doctros at Sharon Hospital spoke at the October 16 rally. Above, top to bottom, L-R: 
US Senator Richard Blumenthal, patients and families showed up and spoke, US Representative Jahana Hayes, Dr. David Kurish and Dr. Howard Mortman. 
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WELCOME
MARK A. TAYLOR, II, MD

GENERAL SURGEON 
Specialty care in the Berkshires just got even better.

Dr. Taylor has joined East Mountain Medical Specialty 
Services, a Rural Health Clinic of Fairview Hospital, and 
provides minimally-invasive surgical care. His clinical 
interests include:

• Gall bladder surgery
• Colon and rectal surgery
• Breast cancer surgery

For an appointment with Dr. Taylor, 
ask your primary care provider for a 
referral or call East Mountain Medical 
Specialty Services, 413-644-6499

• Hernia repair
• Endoscopy
• Colonoscopy

Realtor® at Large
Eversource o� ers a number 
of programs to help those in 
need pay their electric bill and 
have the assurance that their 
electricity will not be turned 
o�  for the winter months. For 
example, Eversource o� ers a 
free monthly virtual meeting to 
go over their various assistance 
programs covering payment 
plans, � nancial assistance, 
energy e�  ciency programs 
and shut o�  protection. To 
review these opportunities, 
please go to: www.eversource.
com/content/ct-c/residential/
account-billing/payment-
assistance.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

“The second challenge 
that any organization like the 
Stissing Center faces is that 
it’s really easy, believe it or 
not, to find money to create 
a building, but it’s harder to 
find it when it comes to pro-
gramming.”

When asked what types of 
presentations he would per-
sonally like to see, Bernardini 
said, “I can show up with a 
million ideas, and the board 
can have a million ideas, but 
what’s going to really shape 
the organization is going to 
be: What does the community 
want? What does the county 
want? What does the region 
want? What do tourists want? 
What do we need to grow the 
community?”

Having also spent 20 years 
as a high-school teacher, Ber-
nardini is passionate about 
the Stissing Center’s role in 
engaging area youth: “As a 
teacher, I learned way more 
from the students than I ever 
learned in college. I would 
love to see a mix of after-
school programming that is 
created by the students.

“I do not want to create 
programming that conflicts in 
any way with what’s already 
being offered at the schools; I 
want to find ways of enhanc-
ing that. The board would like 
to start some after-school op-
portunities for all the young 
people in town. There’s a lot 
that’s started; we now have 
to figure out how to grow it.” 

As to the growth of the 
organization, Bernardini is 
thankful to have the backing 
of a board of directors that 
is responsive to and involved 

in its community. “I’ve been 
in arts leadership positions 
for 30 years and it’s rare to 
find a board that’s not only 
reflective of the community 
but that is genuinely engaged 
in the outcome, the impact, of 
the organization.”

The Stissing Center aims 
to support local economic 
revitalization and job cre-
ation in Pine Plains and the 
surrounding region. Said 
Bernardini: “Part of our mis-
sion is to be a resource for 
the community. Also, on 
the educator side of me, I’m 
thinking of education across 
the board, so if there’s an 
interest, if people want it to 
happen, then we’re just going 
to make it happen because, 
when it comes to education, 
I’m all in.”

“The programming needs 
to work on all different levels. 
The challenge is finding the 
programming that’s going to 
work across the board, that 
isn’t going to make people 
feel excluded: How do we 
continue to create program-
ming that draws people into 
the community?”

Bernardini welcomes 
feedback about what com-
munity members would like 
from the Stissing Center.

“I hope people will reach 
out to me,” he said. “I am 
looking forward to having 
conversations with everyone 
and anyone who would like 
to share their thoughts, ideas, 
suggestions or even criticisms 
about the Stissing Center.”

Bernardini can be reached 
at brett@thestissingcenter.
org.

Valyou, who has been a 
commissioner for 12 years and 
chairman for four years, would 
only say it was a “very diffi-
cult decision to make.” Valyou 
explained that commissioners 
are responsible for the safety 
of citizens and the members 
of the fire department.

“It’s a huge responsibility 
and commitment,” he said.

The Fire District is en-
trusted with the safety of the 
public and its volunteers. The 
district is legally a municipal-
ity with taxing authority like 
the county, town, village and 
school districts.

The funds raised by the 
Fire District from taxpayers 
are used to provide the infra-
structure that enables the fire 
company to operate. This in-
cludes expenditures on equip-
ment, heat and electricity for 
the fire houses, vehicles, gas, 
training, insurance, etc. The 
recently passed budget of 
the Fire District next year is 
$742,375.

The Chiefs of the District, 
Chief Jason Watson, 1st. As-
sistant Chief David Schultz, 
and 2nd Assistant Chief, Wil-

liam Watson are appointed to 
their positions by the Board 
of Fire Commissioners. They 
are elected first by the Fire 
Company and then those rec-
ommendations are forwarded 
to the District for consider-
ation. The District Chiefs are 
responsible for day-to-day 
operations, including incident 
command at emergency calls, 
and management and train-
ing of District firefighters and 
personnel.

 In contrast to the North 
East Fire District, The Miller-
ton Fire Company is a separate 
nonprofit entity with its own 
officers, board, and bylaws. 
Lenny Morrison is the presi-
dent, Kelly Roger is the Vice 
President with other board 
members Keith Roger, Patty 
Lynch, Mike Segelken, and Joe 
Cawley.

In 2020, the most recent 
year the Millerton Fire Com-
pany filed a tax return, total 
revenues were $80,000 of 
which $65,000 was generated 
by contributions. Expenses to-
taled $51,000 and included a 
new air system, gear, uniforms, 
food and other items.

less critical to the residents, 
perhaps more so, because 
CVEC already exists, not far 
from where this new station 
would be located, at Routes 22 
and 26. CVEC uses natural gas 
to produce electricity.

While not as large, many 
people feel it will be an eye-
sore, that it will not benefit 
the town, and if anything, will 
have a detrimental effect on 
the area in many ways, in-
cluding aesthetically and fi-
nancially, as it will probably 
impact real estate values.

The Dover Station Project, 
as proposed by NY Transco, 
is described as a network 
upgrade electric substation, 
needed as New York State 
evolves to clean, efficient and 
resilient energy. 

Transco says that it is the 
perfect — and only —site 
that can be used because it is 
the correct distance between 
the Connecticut border and 
Pleasant Valley, where an-
other energy plant is located. 
It connects to Con Ed’s 398 
line, has proximity to Con-
necticut while still being in 
New York State, and is on a 
state highway.

Transco first submitted an 
application to the Dover Plan-
ning Board in October 2021  
for a Special Permit/Site Plan 
with Erosion and Sediment 
control. It hoped for construc-
tion during 2022-2023, and be 
ready to start service toward 
the end of 2023.

Sam Johnson, of Transco, 
gave a presentation which 
he said was in answer to the 
public comments heard at the 
prior two meetings concern-

ing Transco and the Dover 
Project. He said that the sta-
tion will be remotely con-
trolled, will cause no traffic 
congestion, will have no night 
lighting and will not produce 
any emissions. It will be fully 
landscaped with 250 new 
plantings and a fence. The 
station will not block power, 
but will control the flow, and 
will be an improvement over 
the existing site, which was a 
junk yard and building mate-
rials storage site.

Transco promises that this 
substation will increase local 
tax revenue, but Concerned 
Citizens of Dover wants resi-
dents to take a closer look at 
what Transco is proposing 
and at its promises. On CCD’s 
website the group states that 
some power companies don’t 
pay their fair share of taxes, 
and they cite in particular 
CVEC. 

They state: “According 
to an audit of the Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) 
by Dutchess County Comp-
troller, Robin Lois — in 2017,  
CVEC  should’ve paid the 
town $11.7 million dollars in 
property taxes but they paid 
us $109,521 dollars instead. It’s 
called a PILOT payment (pay-
ment in lieu of taxes).

“They should’ve paid $59 
million in school taxes  but 
they only paid $552,559 in-
stead. Through 2050, the gas 
plant will have avoided pay-
ing $1 billion dollars in taxes.”

Transco says that the 
project will not have adverse 
impact on historic or cul-
tural sources; will have an 
avoidance of environmen-

tal impact, or any impact on 
federally regulated waters. In 
fact, Johnson stated that there 
will be no use of water at all at 
the substation. They say it has 
been declared No Hazard, and 
they can voluntarily remove 
debris from a wetland buffer 
zone.

 Many residents oppose 
the project because they feel 
it will impact the natural 
habitat of animals and plant 
life in the area, in particular 
the Great Swamp and Dover 
Stone Church. Others say that 
it won’t benefit Dover, but will 
be beneficial to Westchester, 
Long Island and New York 
City.

The CCD group also calls 
attention to the fact that the 
state, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and New 
York’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation al-
ready consider some of Dover 
disadvantaged, financially and 
environmentally, suffering 
pollution from dirty indus-

tries, nor are they happy about 
the existing Cricket Valley En-
ergy Center.

Out of the many comments 
from those attending, only 
one citizen said she was in 
favor of the substation, com-
menting that when she needs 
light, or is cold, she likes turn-
ing on a switch and getting 
light or heat.

Another landowner said, 
“I bought this property 30 
years ago to look at trees, not 
towers.”

Several residents men-
tioned the fact that the proj-
ect is close to the Dover High 
School, which already has a 
problem with polluted water. 
Most were concerned about 
property values, and the de-
mise of wildlife and the gen-
eral loss of the rustic beauty.

There were some people 
from neighboring towns 
there, and Transco will again 
be at the Planning Board 
meeting on Dec. 19. 

pell, executive director of Ca-
naan Child Care Center: “It’s 
more like social work than 
child care. We also do food, 
quality lunches, make sure the 
children have clothing, boots, 
hats, mittens.”

Recently, however, these 
organizations have been hit 
with a staffing shortage that 
has left them unable to serve 
the number of families their 
capacities should allow.

Staffing Shortages
“[It] started after we came 

back after COVID. Before 
COVID, when I was looking 
for people I would get appli-
cations left and right,” said 
Roussis. “Then COVID hap-
pened, we shut down [for a 
while], then I lost some teach-
ers because they didn’t want 
to come back and work in 
that environment. And from 
there, the past two years, it’s 
just been really hard to find 
people.”

This translates to child care 
centers like Housatonic and 
Canaan Child Care operat-
ing at under-capacity, serv-
ing fewer families than their 
facilities can accommodate. 
Housatonic Child Care Cen-
ter, Roussis said, has capac-
ity for  56 children — right 
now it’s only able to take on 
40. This, coupled with the 
fact that regionally there is a 
higher demand for child care 
than there are centers with 
openings, means that waiting 
lists are longer, and families 
are turned away.

“I do have spaces in my 
toddler room, but I fear fill-
ing them with not being able 
to hire somebody. Because of 
the [state mandated] one-to-
four teacher-child ratio. I’ve 
kept those rooms low in case 
we can’t find a teacher... and 
I do have a waitlist.”

Figuring out what exactly 
has caused this staffing short-
age, however, has proven elu-
sive to Roussis. 

 “I really can’t figure it out. 
I’m not sure if it’s the pay, the 
environment, the job itself. 
The applicants that do come 
in, they’re satisfied with what 
we start them out with. I’m 
a part of this group of direc-

tors that gets together every 
month, and we all have the 
same issue. We’re all boggled 
by it, by the fact that we can’t 
find teachers. It’s not just us, 
it’s across the board every-
where.”

According to Jeanne Wag-
ner, executive director of 
the Child Care Council of 
Dutchess and Putnam, Inc., 
this systemic lack of applicants 
is occurring across Dutchess 
County as well. Wagner’s or-
ganization is the New York 
State designated Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency 
for both Dutchess and Put-
nam counties, and over an 
18-month period her orga-
nization observed difficulty 
in finding available openings, 
particularly for infant and 
toddler care. 

But to Wagner, an element 
of this puzzle comes down to 
something simple. 

“Money. Early childhood 
people should be paid on the 
level of public school teach-
ers, and they aren’t at all. Af-
fordable housing is a problem. 
Public transportation enters 
into it too.”

Longstanding 
Funding Woes

The issue of funding is a 
familiar one to Chapell, who 
having worked in the early 
child care industry for more 
than 20 years, has witnessed 
the ways that funding rises 
and falls.

“[At Canaan Child Care 
Center] we were getting 
$8,000 a year for 15 years 
[from the town], and then it 
was gone. And we were like 
‘woah, what are we gonna 
do?’ But you know, Canaan 
is a low-income town and 
they just don’t have it in their 
budget.”

According to both Rous-
sis and Chapell, this sort of 
funding unreliability plagues 
the industry, which makes it 
difficult to compensate their 

teachers and workers at the 
levels they’d want to, and that 
will retain them in the long-
term.

A brief bright spot, howev-
er, came during the pandemic 
in the form of stopgap fund-
ing made available for child 
care centers through national 
and state programs like COLA 
(Cost-of-Living-Adjustment) 
and the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). For Chapell, it al-
lowed her to retain her staff, 
and even make some much-
needed improvements.

“Our playground before 
was basically just mud with 
a fence around it. During the 
pandemic, believe it or not, I 
was able to ask for a climber, 
and I got the funds for it.”

Such pandemic-era fund-
ing, however, has either dried 
up, or is set to dry up soon. 
Once those funds are gone, 
directors like Chapell are left 
wondering how to move for-
ward.

“The uncertainty is what 
makes you nervous. Right 
now I’ve got great staff and 
I’m able to pay them, but as 
soon as this money goes away 
— I’m looking at my board 
and saying: ‘Okay, what’s our 
strategic plan? What are we 
gonna do to keep our staff?’ 
It’s a worry — but I’ve been 
there before. I’ve been in child 
care a long time, it’s always a 
struggle.”

Glimmers of Hope in an 
Embattled Industry

A glimmer of hope, how-
ever, has taken the shape of 
an informal network of early 
child care center directors 
that formed during the pan-
demic in Connecticut’s Re-
gion One school district. The 
network was, according to 
Chapell, crucial to their abil-
ity to stay afloat.

“We’ve been fighting hard, 
all the directors. We call our-
selves the Northwest Child 
Care Collaborative, all the 

child care centers in the re-
gion. We work together to 
help each other.

“Because it’s for the fami-
lies, and you just want to do 
what you can, play your part 
in the communities, to keep 
all of it going.”

The Northwest Child 
Care Collaborative’s monthly 
meetings are organized by the 
Middlesex Coalition for Chil-
dren, a nonprofit that seeks to 
improve the lives of children 
in Connecticut’s Middlesex 
County, and they count seven 
regional child care centers as 
members. 

“It’s been super helpful. 
We got together to support 
each other, to get on the same 
page in terms of our pandemic 
policies, and to try to come up 
with solutions,” Roussis said. 

For Chapell, such efforts 
raise the hope that, someday, 
the landscape of early child 
care might structurally im-
prove for the better.

“You look at other coun-
tries that do [early child care] 
so well, and it’s like, why aren’t 
we doing this? There are dif-
ferent child care alliances that 
are looking at those models 
and saying, how can we make 
this work for us?”

 “It’s for the families, and you just want 
to do what you can, play your part in the 
communities, to keep all of it going.”

Fran Chapell, Executive director 
 of Canaan Child Care Center
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still very much the Man-
hattan of today, a boiling 
pot of fervent street life, 
of eccentricity and ambi-
tion. The shadow of the 
1980s AIDS crisis looms 
large but doesn't damp-
en debates on gender-
queer radicalism versus 
gay assimilation, the role 
of moneyed patrons to 
support low-selling, but 
intellectually vital art,  
the ever-present need to 
prostrate oneself with 
acts of good liberalism, 

and our 
inability 
to un-
derstand 
mental 
illness.

“The Hours” will 
broadcast as part of The 
Met Opera Live in HD on 
Dec. 10 at both Mahaiwe 
Performing Arts Center in 
Great Barrington, Mass., 
and The Moviehouse in 
Millerton, N.Y.

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts & Entertainment

Continued on next page

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

Tickets: $52/ $28 
mahaiwe.org or cewm.org

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MUSIC

The heroic 19th century romantic 
loner, challenging his fate and 

triumphing over adversity. He is 
alive and vibrant in the architectural 

marvels-in-time of his work.

Grand Piano Trios—
Beethoven’s “Ghost” and “Archduke”

Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, Great Barrington, MA

Sunday 
December 11 

4:00 pm

Yehuda HananiHye-Jin Kim

Ieva Jokubaviciute

Rustling Wind 
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes 
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE
Nov. 19 - Dec. 31
Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE 
IN THE USA

WITH THE LADIES AUXILIARYWITH THE LADIES AUXILIARY

Hilton Als, a 
longstanding 
staff writer for 

The New Yorker who 
won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 2017, a gay Black man 
of age 62, is perhaps the 
most elegiac voice in an 
increasingly small world 
— that world belonging 
to those who don’t know 
just passingly consume 
art and literature but 
study it for signs of who 
we might be. A large 
man in stature with a 
soft, languid voice, even 
as his essays traverse 
the contemporary Als 
subverts the expectation 
to be contemporary. In-
stead, he often writes of 
what we’ve lost, reflect-
ing on what feels like, 
as you read his work, 
watching the sun set on 
a past century of glitter-
ing, vital artistic output 
slowly growing dimmer. 
Why do the 2020s feel 
like a eulogy to origi-
nality and integrity? Of 
the late New York Times 
fashion photographer 
Bill Cunningham, Als 
wrote, “You wanted to 
aid Bill in his quest for 
exceptional surfaces, to 
be beautifully dressed 
and interesting for him, 
because of the deep 
pleasure it gave him to 
notice something he 
had never seen before.” 
And the month Joan 
Didion died, Als wrote 
of her early essay col-
lections like “The White 
Album,” as “touchstones 
for me on how to avoid 
snark and skepticism—
the easy tools of jour-
nalism—and try some-
thing harder: analysis 
informed by context, 
even if what you were 
analyzing was yourself.”

A prolific poster on 

‘The Hours’ 
comes to the 
stage of The 

Met Opera in an original, 
world-premiere adap-
tion of the 1998 novel, 
composed by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  American 
composer Kevin Puts 
and directed by Phelim 
McDermott 

“There is no comfort, 
it seems in the world 
of objects, and Clarissa 
fears that art, even the 
greatest of it,” Michael 
Cunningham wrote in 
his Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning novel, “belongs 

stubbornly to the world 
of objects.” Cunningham 
writes of a single day in 
the life of three wom-
en — each to varying 
degrees of ordinariness, 
separated by time, con-
nected in ways they will 
never know, by an object, 
a piece of art, traveling 
through their lives, and 
not necessarily a com-
fort. 

The “object” is “Mrs. 
Dalloway,” Virginia 
Woolf ’s exemplary novel 
of the modernist age, the 
story of single day which 
begins, of course, with a 

mission to “buy the flow-
ers herself.” The women 
in Cunningham’s day 
are Clarissa Vaughan, a 
51-year-old at the end of 
the 1990s, stepping out 
in June on W 10th St., 
who embodies the traits 
of the fictional Clarissa 
Dalloway, Laura Brown, 
a housewife at the end of 
the 1940s who is reading 
the novel, and finally, 
there is Virginia her-
self. This is Virginia the 
obsessive artist, empty 
stomach filled with 
coffee, in the years when 
she was still 
writing, 
before she 
filled her 
pocket with 
stones and 
walked 
into the 
River Ouse 
in Sussex, 
swept away 
by the 
current. 
The suicide 
letter she 
left behind for 
her husband, Leonard 
Woolf read, “Dearest, 
I feel certain that I am 
going mad again.”

The New York of Cun-
ningham's 1990s is oddly 

Instagram’s Oracle
Instagram, Als turns 
even low-res shots of 
his television screen 
into digital polaroids, 
snapshots of his view-
ing habits paired with 
his snapshot captions, 
their length varied and 
unexpected. Here he 
remembers lunches 
with actress Billie Allen, 
discusses the “badly 
cast” new season of 
“The Crown” on Net-
flix, or gives kudos to 
Sydney Sweeney on 
HBO's “Euphoria” for 
“facing what's rank in 
the character being 
played, their confusion 
over dashed hopes, 
misguided intentions, 
their own sour guile and 
bored cunning.” On Os-
car night he lamented 
Kirsten Dunst’s loss for 
Best Supporting Actress, 
beat out by the showier 
ingénue-of-the-moment 
in the “West Side Story" 
remake, writing that it 
was a loss for the art of 
acting. “Not performing, 
acting, which is synony-
mous with breathing.”

Currently, on display 
at the University of 
California, Los Angeles’ 
Hammer Museum is 
his curated exhibition 
“Joan Didion: What She 
Means” which collects 
a staggering number 
of contributions from 
artists to tell the life 
story of the West Coast’s 
preeminent voice of 
New Journalism. 

This month, Stair 
Galleries in Hudson, 
N.Y., hosted an online 
auction of the late 
writer’s estate titled “An 
American Icon: Proper-
ty From the Collection 
of Joan Didion.” Most 

The cover of Alice Neel: Uptown by Hilton Als
COURTESY OF DAVID ZWERNER BOOKS

 PHOTOS BY FLORIAN KALOTAY (DIDONATO); TIMOTHY WHITE / DECCA (FLEMING)

Left to right, Joyce DiDonato as Virginia Woolf, René Fleming as Clarissa 
Vaughan and Kelli O'Hara as Laura Brown.

COURTESY OF MACMILLAN

THEATER: ALEXANDER WILBURN

The Met Opera Wades Into the 
Water With Virginia Woolf

COURTESY OF 
VINTAGE CLASSICS
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR

...instagram’s oracle Continued from previous page

At The 
Movies

Women’s Clothing
Men’s Clothing

Children’s Clothing
Kitchen & Homeware
Refurbished Furniture

Toys & Shoes
Gift Certificates  

& More!

New & Gently Used Items

20% OFF 
ALL FURNITURE  

THROUGH DECEMBER

20 Main St. Millerton, NY   
518-592-1046

Find us on Facebook!

Open Xmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve

Gift Certifi cates Available
Call for Reservations

(845)677-5888 
charlottesny.com 

restaurant and catering

Open Xmas Eve Open Xmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

restaurant and catering

Gift Certifi cates Available
Call for Reservations

(845)677-5888 
charlottesny.com 

and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

Charlottes’
Open Xmas Eve Open Xmas Eve 

and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

restaurant and catering

Gift Certifi cates Available

and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

Charlottes
Open Xmas Eve Open Xmas Eve 

and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

restaurant and catering

Gift Certifi cates Available

and New Year’s Eveand New Year’s Eve

CharlottesCharlottes’Charlottes SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 12/02 > THU 12/08 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

THE MENU  I  AFTERSUN

BANSHEES OF INISHERIN

WAKANDA FOREVER

STRANGE WORLD

CÉZANNE: PORTRAITS OF A LIFE: Dec. 4

NT LIVE - MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: Dec. 8 & 11

MET LIVE - THE HOURS: Dec. 10

Dec 4 & 28

themoviehouse.net

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
12/2, 3, 7, 8

7:00 pm
“THE BANSHEES  
OF INISHERIN” R

“TICKET TO PARADISE” PG13
LIVE JAZZ SUNDAYS

Dave Santoro, Bass • Tom Malito, Drums 
Peter McEachern, Trombone • Larry Hamm, Piano

In 1899 Henry James 
wrote to Henrietta 
Reubell on the subject 
of his mid-career novel 
“The Awkward Age,” 
originally published 
as serialized fiction in 
Harper’s Weekly. “I had 
in view in the novel a 
certain special social 
(highly ‘modern' and ac-
tual) London group and 
type and tone.” Reubell 
herself held a special 
spot in society, painted 
by John Singer Sargent, 
portraitist to stars (or at 
least to the Edwardian 
elite), she is described 
by The Met as the host-
ess “of a lively salon of 
cosmopolitan expatri-
ate artists and writers.” 
James’ wordy portrait 
of the end-of-century 
elite's twilight conveyed, 
as literary critic William 
F. Hall wrote of the nov-
el in 1968, “the marks 
of the resultant society 
[as] leisure, an aimless 
pursuit of pleasure, and 
an inordinate preoccu-
pation with wealth.” The 
awkward age is, from 
James’ observant Amer-
ican eye, both the clash 
of the aristocracy with 
the industrial boom 
and the innocence of 
his 18-year-old hero-
ine at the center of it. 
Framed almost entirely 
in-scene, pages of dia-
logue without narrative 
intervention, the novel 
is not just a post-Mar-

riage Plot, but a sort of 
anti-Marriage Plot. The 
young heroine stands 
at the precipice of the 
next century, unmarried 
yet unblemished, simply 

unsure of what the fu-
ture will hold.

The Hotchkiss Library 
of Sharon's Tuesday 
Evening Book Group will 
meet on Zoom on Dec. 13.

What spooky silhou-
ette in the shadows of 
Shakespeare’s stage is 
conjured by Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s mournful 
crescendos and trem-
olos? The theatrical 
inspiration for Beetho-
ven’s Piano Trio No. 5 in 
D Major — nicknamed 
“The Ghost Trio” by the 
composer’s Austrian pu-
pil Carl Czerny — varies 
according to the source. 
In 1842 Czerny wrote 
that the second move-
ment brought to mind 
the opening of Hamlet 
— that winter's night at 
Elsinore Castle as Hora-
tio and the watchman 
witnessed the phantasm 
of the prince’s father, the 
fallen King Hamlet, res-
urrected and roving the 
corridors. But Beethoven 
had also been briefly 
composing music for 
an opera based on "The 
Tragedie of Macbeth," 
and we can only imagine 
what he might have writ-
ten for the tale of spilled 
blood and witchcraft in 
the Scottish Highlands. 
The piano trios and his 
unseen opera have since 
been conflated, but as 
James Keller wrote in 

“Chamber Music: A Lis-
teners,” we may “discard 
as erroneous the oft-en-
countered claim that this 
movement of the Ghost 
Trio is a reworking of mu-
sic Beethoven originally 
sketched as the Witches 
Chorus for his 'Macbeth.'”

Close Encounters With 

Music presents "Grand 
Piano Trios: Beethoven's 
Ghost and Archduke" 
performed by pianist Ieva 
Jokubaviciute, violinist 
Hye-Jin Kim and cellist 
Yehuda Hanani on Dec. 
11 at Mahaiwe Perform-
ing Arts Center in Great 
Barrington, Mass.

Circling back to an 
event at The Cornwall 
Library in November 
celebrating the birthday 
of American modernist 
Georgia O’Keeffe as well 
as Roxana Robinson’s 
1990 biography “Georgia 
O’Keeffe: A Life,” The 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art also acknowledged 
the painter’s birthday. In 
an episode of the muse-
um’s podcast “Perspec-
tives” titled “Revisiting 
‘O’Keeffe Country’” Pa-
tricia Marroquin Norby, 
associate curator of Na-
tive American Art at The 
Met is joined by former 
Deputy Director at the 
Museum of Indian Arts 
and Culture Matthew 
Martinez. The pair dis-
cuss examining O’Keef-
fe’s work through their 
Indigenous perspective 
and the branding of New 
Mexico’s artistic output 
being attributed to this 
singular white vantage 
point. “What interests 
me is that O’Keeffe aes-
theticized what in many 
ways was a traumatic 
history for local commu-
nities,” Norby said.

Listen at www.metmu-
seum.com/perspectives

widely reported? A pair 
of Céline faux-tortoise-
shell sunglasses. When 
pioneering designer 
Phoebe Philo still helmed 
the French brand, an 
ever-present eyewear 
campaign starred a pho-
tograph of Didion at 81 by 
German fine art photog-
rapher Juergen Teller — 
wispy silver bobbed hair, 
a stark black crewneck, 
pursed raspberry-colored 
lips, and an expression 
entirely obscured by 
thick, oversized frames, 
the lenses impenetrably 
dark. Didion’s pair sold 
at Stair's auction just 
weeks ago for a whopping 
$27,000. Perhaps Hilton 
Als knows where they 
might be.

Hilton Als will discuss 
Manhattan in the work of 
American photographer 
Diane Arbus on Dec. 8 
at The Clark Museum in 
Williamstown, Mass.

Beethoven's Ghost

Hamlet's Vision by Pedro Américo

The Awkward Age

Henrietta Reubell  
by John Singer Sargent

COURTESY OF JENNIFER AND JOSEPH DUKE

Georgia O'Keeffe by Alfred Stieglitz

Listen: Revisiting 
O'Keeffe Country
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LEGAL NOTICES

OUR TOWNS

jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH 

EAST
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that the Town Board of the 
Town of North East will 
conduct a public hearing 
on the adoption of Local 
Law No. 3 of the Year 
2022 entitled: “A Local Law 
Amending Chapter 155 
of the Code of the Town 
of North East, ‘Taxation’, 
Article I Thereof, entitled: 
‘Senior  Cit izens’  Tax 
Exemption” for December 
8, 2022 at 7:15 p.m. at the 
Town of North East Town 
Hall, located at 19 North 
Maple Avenue, Millerton, 
New York. The purpose of 
the Local Law is to increase 
the income levels for senior 
citizens to qualify for the 
senior citizens’ exemption 
pursuant to Real Property 
Tax Law §467. Any person 
desiring to be heard on said 
Local Law shall be provided 
with an opportunity to do 
so at the public hearing. By 
Order of the Town Board 
dated November 10, 2022.

ELIZABETH STRAUSS
Town Clerk for the

Town of North East
12-01-22

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF AMENIA
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a Public Hearing will 
be held by the Town Board 
of the Town of Amenia 
on December 15, 2022 at 
7:00 o’clock p.m. at Amenia 
Town Hall, 4988 Route 
22, Amenia, New York, at 
which time all parties in 
interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be 
heard regarding the Draft 
Amendments to the Town 
Comprehensive Plan.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
F U R T H E R  N O T I C E 
that the Town Board 
has determined that the 
Proposed Action is a Type 
I action pursuant to Article 
8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law and 
Part 617 of the New York 

State Code of Rules and 
Regulations (commonly 
k now n  as  “SE QR A” ) 
which requires that a full 
Environmental Assessment 
be completed prior to 
Adoption.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
F U RT H E R  N O T I C E , 
that a copy of the Draft 
Amendments to the Town 
Comprehensive Plan will 
be available for review and 
inspection at the Office of the 
Town Clerk during regular 
office hours at Amenia 
Town Hall, 4988 Route 22, 
Amenia, New York and on 
the Town website at www.
ameniany.gov.

 Dated: Amenia, New 
York

November 17, 2022
BY ORDER OF THE 

TOWN BOARD
DAWN MARIE 

KLINGNER
TOWN CLERK

12-01-22

OPEN VOLUNTEER 
POSITIONS

TOWN OF AMENIA is 
seeking applications for the 
following:

Board of Assessment 
Review;

 Zoning Board of Appeals 
Member;

Alternate Zoning Board 
of Appeals members;

Town Historian;
Ethics Board members;
Comprehensive Plan 

R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e 
members;

Town residency required 
for the volunteer positions. 
Letter of Interest and Resume 
may be submitted via email 
to townclerk@ameniany.gov 
or via mail to Town Clerk, 
Dawn Marie Klingner, 4988 
Route 22 Amenia NY 12501. 
Application Deadline: 
Noon, December 8, 2022.

12-01-22

TOWN OF PINE PLAINS
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 

NEW YORK
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the Town of Pine 

Plains Planning Board on the 
14th day of December 2022, 
at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall, 
3284 Route 199, Pine Plains, 
New York, for the purpose 
of hearing all persons for 
or against a site plan review 
and special use permit 
for a proposed equipment 
storage facility submitted 
by Ceen Properties, LLC 
on the premises located at 
2775 Church Street, Town 
of Pine Plains, Dutchess 
County, State of New York, 
Tax Map No. 134200-6872-
13-152371-0000.

 Any resident of the 
Town of Pine Plains shall 
be entitled to be heard 
regarding said application. 
The application is available 
for review during regular 
business hours at the Pine 
Plains Town Hall.

By order of
Town of Pine Plains 

Planning Board
12-01-22

TOWN OF PINE PLAINS
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 

NEW YORK
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the Town of Pine 
Plains Planning Board on 
the 14th day of December 
2022, at 7:35 PM at the 
Town Hall, 3284 Route 
199, Pine Plains, New York, 
for the purpose of hearing 
all persons for or against 
a site plan amendment for 
The Stissing Center on the 
premises located at 2950 
Church Street, Town of Pine 
Plains, Dutchess County, 
State of New York, Tax 
Map No. 134200-6872-18-
378191-0000.

Any resident of the 
Town of Pine Plains shall 
be entitled to be heard 
regarding said application. 
The application is available 
for review during regular 
business hours at the Pine 
Plains Town Hall.

By order of
 Town of Pine Plains 

Planning Board
12-01-22

Retirees are back, and employers are reaping the benefits

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Joel Jones came out of retirement to work full-time as 

a CNA at Geer Village in North Canaan.

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

FALLS VILLAGE, Conn. — 
Not many people go into retire-
ment expecting to re-enter the 
workplace. But Joel Jones did 
just that — more than once.

And he’s not alone.
Jones, 60, is part of a grow-

ing demographic of “un-retir-
ees,” people who, for various 
reasons, have cut short their 
retirement to return to work. 
Some find they need to supple-
ment their income or boost 
their nest egg, while others, like 
Jones, have chosen exit careers 
in which they can give back to 
their communities.

“It’s not for the money, it’s 
for a different cause,” the Falls 
Village, Connecticut, resident 
explained.

“Most folks cannot even 
believe that I’m a CNA now,” 
said Jones, a chemical engineer, 
who enjoyed 38 successful years 
as a global business leader and 
in has been working since late 
February as a Certified Nursing 
Assistant at Geer Village Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center 
in North Canaan, Connecticut.

For many companies reeling 
from a critical worker shortage, 
this trend has led to a renewed 
focus on recruitment and re-
tention of workers older than 
age 55.

“Any additional retirees 
returning to the workforce is 
critically needed, as Connecti-
cut’s labor force has declined 
by 47,100 people since Febru-
ary 2020, or 38% of the region’s 
losses,” said Chris DiPentima, 
president of the Connecticut 
Business and Industry Asso-
ciation (CBIA).

The pandemic pushed older 
workers out of the labor market.

According to a national 
AARP survey, 38% of people 
aged 50 and over who retired, 
left or considered leaving their 
job during the COVID-19 pan-
demic said they would not have 
done so were it not for the pan-
demic. Twenty-one percent said 
they opted for early retirement 
because of the pandemic.

“Retirees returning to the 
workforce would be received 
with open arms,” said DiPen-
tima. 

From business suit  

to nursing scrubs

Prior to his first retirement 
in 2013, Jones spent 29 years 
at Dow Chemical, ending as a 
global corporate account ex-
ecutive, responsible for several 
of the Fortune 500 company’s 
largest accounts. 

A month after retiring from 
that “crazy fun career,” which 
took him to 22 countries 
around the globe, career two 
began with Jones serving as a 

leader in a chemical industry 
startup company. Career three 
followed as a consultant in the 
chemical and frozen food in-
dustries, until the COVID-19 
pandemic hit.

Joel and his wife, Felicia, re-
located from New York City to 
Falls Village. Jones serves as a 
volunteer on the Sharon Hospi-
tal Board of Directors, and was 
its chairman from 2017 to 2019.

“After career two,” he said, 
“we really started to blend our 
lives into Falls Village,” where 
the couple are involved in nu-
merous volunteer and civic 
roles. He was convinced it was 
time to finally leave the corpo-
rate world behind.

“Within six months I had the 
whole attic cleaned out, and the 
yard looked like Disneyland,” 
said Jones, who realized he 
wasn’t ready to be done with 
work yet.

On Feb. 22, 2022, he began 
a new career as a CNA at Geer. 
But this time was different. 
Jones had found a new purpose 
in life.

“It’s been exhausting and 
physically draining but in a 
good way. It’s really been an 
amazing experience and a 
valuable experience for me,” he 
explained.

“I’m 60 and in good shape, 
I’ve had great careers and can 
afford to work for very mod-
est wages now,” he said. “That 
notwithstanding, it has been 
probably my favorite career … 
so far. I am truly making a posi-
tive difference in the lives of the 
residents in my care.”

Some have little choice

With inflation at a 40-year 
high, many retirees have little 
choice but to collect a paycheck.

As a result, the number of 
people who un-retire is ex-
pected to increase as the cold 
months arrive and people are 
faced with lofty inflation and 
prices soaring for everything 
from food to gas to heating 
their homes.

In addition to Jones, Geer 

CEO Kevin O’Connell said he 
recently hired several retirees 
on fixed incomes who were 
worried that they would not 
be able to afford fuel oil to heat 
their homes this winter.

During a recent presenta-
tion to members of the North-
west Connecticut Chamber of 
Commerce, Connecticut Labor 
Department Economist Patrick 
Flaherty noted that many em-
ployers are more focused on 
recruiting “unicorns” than they 
are older workers.

“They are hiring 20-year-
olds and expecting them to have 
30 years of experience.”

John Harney, a veteran real 
estate agent in Salisbury, said he 
has known people who retired 
from one job and then launched 
a second career in real estate.

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are, you become more valu-
able as you age into the industry. 
Real estate is based on effec-
tiveness, knowledge, network 
building and experience.”

‘Cultural shift’ 

by employers needed

Allison Blackwood, presi-
dent and CEO of the Tor-
rington-based AEI Staffing, 
which serves Litchfield County, 
believes it can, but only with a 
“cultural shift” by companies in 
their approach to hiring work-
ers over the age of 55. Employ-
ers and their human resources 
teams, rocked by the unprec-
edented circumstances the pan-

demic created, said Blackwood, 
need to understand reasons for 
older workers’ departures from 
the workforce — whether due 
to layoffs, fear of working dur-
ing the pandemic, choosing 
early retirement or burnout 
— and find ways to entice 
them back.

Employers should look be-
yond a person’s resume and list 
of qualifications and explore 
what the right position is at 
this point in their life and what 
type of role they are seeking, 
and not dismiss them for being 
overqualified, said the employ-
ment agency owner.

“Some people still want 
to be productive,” but are not 
looking to return to high-
stress, senior management 
jobs. “They want to have some-
one else tell them what to do.”

Jones’ employer described 
him as a “very civic-minded” 
individual with a wealth of 
knowledge that is being tapped 
to not only fill a much-needed 
role in patient care, but also to 
improve working conditions 
at the nursing home.

“He’s an experienced execu-
tive. While working as a CNA 
he can see the job from all 
sides. He has given us a deep-
er assessment of the CNA job, 
which is not an easy one,” said 
O’Connell.

As for Jones, who, when 
not working 40 to 45 hours 
a week, serves as a volunteer 
firefighter in his hometown, 
is a Justice of the Peace and is 
a member of the Falls Village 
Board of Assessment Appeals. 

He also serves as chairman of 
the Board of Finance.

Reflecting on his interac-
tion with patients at Geer 
nursing, Jones noted, “I’ve had 
so many great conversations 
with residents about their 

lives. It’s a privilege and a big 
responsibility knowing that 
how you show up to the job 
directly affects the life experi-
ence of another person.”

He has no plans to retire 
anytime soon. 

Stanford Free Library 

December offerings

STANFORDVILLE — The 
Stanford Free Library at 6035 
Route 82 in Stanfordville 
has special plans starting in 
December, in addition to its 
regular events. 

 Homeschool Stories and 
STEAM Workshops will be-
gin on Thursday, Dec. 1   from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. for students in 
Grades K-2. They will feature 
storytime, crafts and STEAM 
related activities.

Starting on Saturday, Dec.  3  
from 11:00 a.m. to noon, Mu-
sic in the Library will present  
classical guitarist Andrew Baffi 
who will perform on the first 
Saturday of every month with 
no registration required.

The December Hybrid 
Book Club, available on Zoom 
or in person, will feature Vio-
leta by Isabel Allende on Mon-
day, Dec. 12 at noon.

“Like Water for Chocolate,” 
a part of the Foreign Film Se-
ries, will run on Sunday, Dec. 
18, at  3:00 p.m. 

A detailed listing of regular 
monthly activities is available 
on the library website. They 
include:

Brain Games, Thursdays 
10:30 a.m. to noon; Knitting, 
first, third and fifth Thurs-
day of the month from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m.; Mahjong for 
intermediate players, Fridays  
10:00 a.m. to noon; Yoga with 
Mia, first Friday of the month 
is free, 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.  
Link sent upon registration; 
Bridge, Mondays 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m.; Literacy Connections 
Classes for English Language 
Learners.

Mondays 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.; 
Water Color Workshop, first, 
third and fifth Tuesday of each 
month 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.; Fiber 
Arts, first and third Tuesdays  
6:00 p.m.; Story Time, Tues-
days, Preschoolers (Ages 3-4)  
10:00 to 10:45 am and Toddlers 
(Age 18 months – 2 years)  11:00 
to 11:45 a.m.; Meditation Class, 
third Wednesday 10:00 a.m. 
In-Person (Masks Required) 
or via Zoom. Link sent upon 
registration.

Registration is required for 
events unless noted otherwise. 
Please email  stanfordlibrary@
optonline.net or call 845-868-
1341.

Woodcrafts 

sale benefit 

continues

MILLERTON — Local 
artisan John Roccanova will 
again be selling his handcraft-
ed wood items at the Irondale 
Schoolhouse, 16 Main St. in 
Millerton on Saturday, Dec. 
3 and Sunday, Dec. 4 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  Funds raised go 
to support a community and 
its school in Kenya.
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Our caring hospital

I am sitting by my wife in a 
Sharon Hospital room as she 
gently but inexorably comes 
to the end of our 72-year love 
affair, the last sixty enriched 
among our Litchfield Hills. The 
afternoon November sunlight 
streams over our hills through 
the room’s southwest-facing 
windows. 

She sleeps comfortably, 
tended lovingly and carefully 
by Nurse Bobbie Jo and her 
colleagues, surrounded by 
family, for we have been given 

one of the hospital’s generously 
proportioned rooms on the 
second floor designed for such 
occasions. It is only yards from 
the room where she recovered 
from giving birth to our fourth 
daughter 58 years ago. 

As I hold her hand, giving 
thanks for her love, our life to-
gether and the family we have 
made, I add thanks for the warm, 
personal care we receive from 
Bob Chase and Kaki Schaefer-
Reid, the volunteer ambulance 
responders to my 4 a.m. call for 
help, the sympathetic, caring 
Emergency and ICU nurses, 
doctors and staff who quickly 
eased her pain, treated her con-
siderately and explained our op-
tions before moving her to the 
second floor staff and Hospice 
nurses who do all in their power 
to succor her and her family 
through our ordeal. 

We are blessed to have a 
community hospital staffed 
with such humane, competent 
people. How very different is 
our reception here than in the 
impersonal mega-hospitals of 
big cities. It is no accident that 
Sharon Hospital puts personal 
care of neighbors first. It was 
created by local leadership, gen-
erosity and dedicated medical 
professionals over generations. 
It represents who we have been 
— and I hope — still are.

Recently, our hospital fell 
into the grasp of Nuvance, a 
medical industry invasive spe-
cies which promised to “save” it 
financially but, once in control, 
threatens to jettison its tradition 
of care as wasteful, to scrap its 
maternity and ICU wards, and 
convert it into a moneymaking 
outpatient diagnostic center, 
with the top floor rumored to be 
converted from caring service 
to Nuvance’s executive suite, its 
officers replacing patients where 
my wife is now receiving such 
loving care. 

As Dr. Kurish, who has self-
lessly ministered to my wife, 
warns us, only we who live here, 
depend on and love our hospital 
can be trusted to save its caring, 
nonprofit mission. 

Carr Ferguson

Lakeville

Sharon Hospital is not closing

 I am a member of the Sha-
ron community, and a clinical 
navigator at Sharon Hospital. I 
am writing in support of Sha-
ron Hospital’s transformation 
plan, and to remind community 
members that Sharon Hospital 
is OPEN and welcoming all 
patients. 

In 1993, I started working at 
Sharon Hospital on a temporary 
basis and never left.  Sharon 
Hospital is an incredible place, 
and one that should be a part 
of our community for years to 
come.

The healthcare system in 
the United States is changing, 
and while all hospitals are af-
fected, those in rural areas are 
particularly impacted. Adapting 
to these changes to best serve 
the needs of patients requires a 
tremendous amount of skill and 
fortitude by those in leadership.

I have watched this evolution 
of healthcare at Sharon Hospital 
over the past 29 years. So many 
changes over this time have been 
positive and are seen through 
clinical advancements — for 
example, 25 years ago, a hip re-

placement would keep a patient 
in the hospital for two weeks. 
Today, it’s a few days at most. 
These advancements are seen in 
so many services, and because of 
this, we are seeing the role of the 
hospital change. 

We are also seeing rising 
costs and changing popula-
tions, which pose challenges 
for all hospitals. Despite our 
proudly held five-star status, 
Sharon Hospital is not immune 
to these challenges, and so I urge 
my community to understand 
that Sharon Hospital must adapt 
to survive this difficult time in 
healthcare. 

I understand my commu-
nity’s feelings around closing 
our Labor and Delivery unit. 
However, I have witnessed 
firsthand the underutilization 
of this service. At times, many 
days go by and our Labor and 
Delivery Unit sees no patients. 
I have also seen the vulnerability 
of our aging community and the 
changing healthcare environ-
ment and our system’s commit-
ment to help our hospital meet 
those needs.

I have great respect for my 
neighbors who are passionate 
about making a change in our 
community. However, our com-
munity needs to come together 
to address misinformation, 
which can have the unintended 
effect of hurting the hospital. We 
need to make it clear that Sharon 
Hospital is here, providing five-
star care to the region 24/7/365. 

Words matter. When the 
staff at Sharon Hospital formed 
a group in support of the hos-
pital in the 1990s, we called our 
group “Friends of Sharon Hos-
pital,” words that exude support 
without raising alarm. I urge 
my community to be forward-
looking and positive as we come 
together to support the future 
of Sharon Hospital. This future 
may include tough choices, but I 
believe Sharon Hospital leader-
ship is acting in the interests of 
our community. 

Sharon Hospital is not clos-
ing. We are here for you. 

With respect to all involved.
Jim Hutchison

Norfolk

Invasives need control

We on the Sharon Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission read with inter-
est your recent article, “Why 
invasive species matter,” and 
commend The Lakeville Jour-
nal for publishing this signifi-
cant piece.

Our committee is par-

ticularly concerned about the 
threat invasive plants pose to 
sensitive wetland and water-
course areas, and how invasive 
species are negatively impact-
ing water quality, habitat and 
bank stabilization.

We recently published a bro-
chure detailing best practices 

for disposal of invasive plants. It 
is available at the Sharon Town 
Hall Land Use office as well as 
all of the local libraries.

James Krissel,  

Chairman
Sharon Inland Wetlands 

and Watercourses Commission
Sharon

Making tough choices at Sharon Hospital

As a member of the Salis-
bury community, I support 
Nuvance Health, Sharon Hos-
pital, and their plan to preserve 
our region’s healthcare access 
by closing an underutilized and 
unsustainable service.

I’m in no way affiliated with 
the hospital. I heard about the 
proposed changes as a member 
of the community, and I want 
to use my decades of experience 
as a healthcare leader—includ-
ing leading rural hospitals—to 
help my neighbors understand 
the stark financial landscape that 
all hospitals have faced over the 
past 20 years. 

I am impressed that the plan 
is comprehensive, forward-
looking, and growth based. It 
didn’t need to be this way – over 
100 rural hospitals have closed 
in the last decade. When faced 
with the difficult choice between 
adapting to meet the challenges 
facing our industry or maintain-
ing the status quo, most of them 
chose to maintain the status quo, 
forcing them to close their doors 
and jeopardize patients’ access 
to care. With maternity volume 
nowhere near sustaining the 
unit, keeping the department 
open jeopardizes the entire 
hospital, including services in 
high-demand. I have yet to see 
a viable plan to keep Sharon 
Hospital open in the long-term 
without service reductions. 

Nuvance, like most hospi-
tals in the U.S., is a nonprofit 
– meaning it has a mission of 
serving its patients and com-

munities. Unfortunately, non-
profits face most of the same 
challenges and responsibilities 
as other businesses.

For example, a grocery store 
needs to pay its staff, electric-
ity bills, and supply costs. If it 
does not make enough revenue 
to cover these costs, it will be 
forced to close. The same is true 
for hospitals. To remain open, 
they need to be able to pay the 
salary, benefits, and pensions 
of their workforce; fund neces-
sary repairs and maintenance 
projects; and buy supplies and 
equipment. And like all busi-
nesses, hospitals grapple with 
inflation and a tumultuous job 
market.

So what is the difference be-
tween nonprofit hospitals and 
other businesses? 

First, they are funded dif-
ferently. Most hospital funding 
comes from government and 
private insurers by way of pa-
tient revenue. In rural markets, 
much of this revenue comes 
from Medicaid and Medicare, 
which pay hospitals less than 
commercial insurers – well 
below what it costs hospitals 
to provide their services. This 
funding is supported by in-
vestments and philanthropy, 
but given market volatility and 
the instability of these sources 
in providing year-over-year 
revenue, hospitals rely less on 
these contributions to support 
operational costs. 

The difference that inspired 
me to spend my career in non-

profit healthcare, though, is the 
benefit to patients when non-
profits thrive. For-profit enti-
ties keep “leftover” revenue, 
while nonprofits like Sharon 
Hospital invest it in programs 
that serve their mission. That 
is why Sharon Hospital lead-
ership continues saying that 
by cutting a service that loses 
millions of dollars each year, 

they can grow in other areas. 
This is a reality.

This tough decision will 
help Sharon Hospital serve 
our community for years to 
come. I urge our community 
to reflect on this and join me 
in supporting the hospital’s 
transformation plan.

George Zara

Salisbury

Gratitude...  

and giving

This is the time of year that makes us think about 
the things and the people in our lives for which 
we are grateful. We all have our problems, but we 

all have our blessings as well, and this has been the time 
to consider the balance between the two. As we spent 
Thanksgiving with family or friends, as we go into this 
winter of the triple threat of infections after two years 
of COVID restrictions, we should be more thankful 
than ever for the chance to gather for one more year. 

This is also the time of year to look outside our-
selves and see the challenges faced by our families, 
friends, neighbors and fellow humans. There are ways 
in which we can lighten their loads if we give it serious 
thought. Who knows? In so doing, we may just benefit 
ourselves as well.

One way to do that is to contribute to some of the 
many nonprofit organizations in the region, whose 
annual appeals are now being sent out all over the Tri-
state region. Each day brings a new plea from another 
worthy nonprofit. As the different groups try to gather 
enough funding to make their way through the next 
fiscal year, it’s a good time to think about what life 
here would be like without any one of them.

Which organization will suddenly become the most 
important in one’s life? Perhaps you’ve never needed 
a visiting nurse before, but suddenly there is a family 
health emergency that makes such a personal ser-
vice critical. How often do any of us think about the 
willingness of trained volunteer firefighters and EMTs 
to drop everything at a moment’s notice and rush to 
help in an emergency? Not often, until the rare time in 
our lives when their service means everything. When 
we are at our most vulnerable, most in need of some 
fast and effective help, it is these volunteers who step 
in and give of themselves, day in and day out, to offer 
support to their neighbors.

Then there are the parents who depend on area 
child care centers to provide them with reliable and 
loving care for the most important people in their 
lives, their children. Or those who are struggling with 
difficult home lives that erupt in violence, or who suf-
fer from any kind of  illness. 

We can’t forget about those cultural groups that 
bring joy and entertainment to brighten our lives, 
or the scholarship funds for students who need help 
finishing their studies. The list goes on and on.

Now is a good time to thank volunteers at nonprofit 
organizations for the work they do to make life better 
for all of us. The simple acknowledgment of the sacri-
fices they have made in order to provide their services 
to the region can be enough to keep them going. 

But it also helps to provide financial support, how-
ever much it is possible to give. Choose among those 
who have made a difference in your life or the life of 
someone you know, and send them whatever you can.

And now that The Lakeville Journal Foundation 
has joined the multiple nonprofits in the region and 
become a 501(c)3, we will note that our appeal has 
gone out in this newspaper as of Thanksgiving week. 
We will emphasize that we are profoundly grateful for 
all the support we have received over the past three 
years from you, our readers. Our plan is to be here to 
serve our communities for years to come, with your 
continuing support and engagement with our mission. 

We are here because of you.

Vote on Webutuck 

capital project Tuesday

A reminder for our com-
munity that on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 
from noon to 9 p.m., the North 
East (Webutuck) Central School 
District is holding an important 
vote on a Capital Improvement 
Project in the High School gym. 

It is important to know the 
debt-neutral project will ad-
dress several health and safety 
needs for students and staff. 
The project includes new roofs 
at all three buildings, an HVAC 
system that will have a fresh air 
exchange in our classrooms, an 
emergency stand-by generator, 

an age-appropriate playground 
at the middle school, as well as 
other site work. 

Again, this is a debt-neutral 
project that will have zero in-
crease in taxes due to expiring 
debts from previous projects. 
Please visit www.webutuck-
schools.org to learn more about 
the project. Thank you,

Ray Castellani

Superinten-
dent of Schools 

North East (Webutuck) 
Central School District

Millerton

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of 
The Millerton News and the News does not support or 
oppose candidates for public office.

We accept gifts, grants and sponsorships from indi-
viduals and organizations for the general support of our 
activities, but our news judgments are made independently 
and not on the basis of donor support.

Accepting financial support does not mean we endorse 
donors or their products, services or opinions.

Letters to the editor deadline is 10 a.m. Monday for 

that week’s publication. No more than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millertonnews.com. Please include a phone 

number for confirmation.
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Real Estate

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com
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Email your classified 
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lakevillejournal.com.

HELP WANTED
BENEFIT ELIGIBLE PART 

TIME UNIVERSAL BANK-
ER: Responsible for generat-
ing business and deepening 
customer relationships. 
Must possess strong cus-
tomer service and sales 
skills and be detail oriented. 
Previous cash handling 
experience is important. 
Responsible to adhere to 
policies, procedures, and 
ensure operational sound-
ness. Must have full working 
knowledge of Microsoft 
Office Suite. Must be able 
to work extended hours 
and must work Saturdays. 
Competitive wages and in-
centive programs. Apply in 
person at the Lakeville office 
of Litchfield Bancorp, A Divi-
sion of Northwest Commu-
nity Bank, 326 Main Street, 
Lakeville. EOE/AA/M/F/D/V.

BERKSHIRE SCHOOL HAS 
AN OPENING: for a Full-
Time Registered Nurse in our 
Student Health Service to 
work a day shift. Berkshire’s 
Student Health Service 
provides medical care to 
approx. 420 high school 
boarding and day students. 
Successful candidates must 
be kind and able to com-
municate well with high 
school students and their 
families. Requirements: 
Current MA RN license, CPR/
AED certification. Minimum 
3 to 5 years of pediatric or 
school nursing. Knowledge 
in Electronic Medical Record 
keeping. Interested candi-
dates should send resume 
and cover letter to Brooke 
Humes, Director of Student 
Health Services, bhumes@
berkshireschool.org.

FACILITIES ASSOCIATE 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
F O R  E CO N O M I C  R E -
SEARCH: located in Great 
Barrington seeks a moti-
vated and detail-oriented 
individual to join the organi-
zation as Facilities Associate. 
Reporting to and working 
with the Facilities Manager, 
the associate helps main-
tain the campus buildings, 
grounds, and equipment. 
The ideal candidate is 
self-motivated, has a sense 
of humor, good interper-
sonal skills and is seeking an 
opportunity to use a variety 
of skills and knowledge. For 
full description and to apply, 
go to https://www.aier.org/
about/jobs/.

GROUNDS/MAINTENANCE 
P O S I T I O N :  B e r k s h i re 
School has an opening for 
an individual to perform 
routine seasonal outside 
maintenance and grounds 
work, and event set-ups and 
breakdowns. This position 
requires heavy lifting and 
the ability to work as an 
effective member of a team. 
Some weekend and holiday 
hours are mandatory. This is 
a full-time, year round posi-
tion with excellent benefits. 
Interested parties should 
contact Gabe Starczewski. 
gstarczewski@berkshires-
chool.org, 413-229-1211.

S M A L L  A N G U S  FA R M 
SEEKS P/T HELP: Duties 
include feeding, cleaning, 
fence repair, moving hay 
and grain daily. Will train the 
right person. 860-364-5019.

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  
860-824-0027

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

SALISBURY, CT
860-435-2200

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
860-824-0027

PERFECT FAMILY HOME IN LAKEVILLE CT
3,122 sq.ft. • 4.23 Acres • 4 BR • 3 BA • 1 Half BA

SALISBURY, CT. Located in a quiet serene area just a few minutes 
away from the heart of Lakeville and conveniently situated on a dead-end 
street, this perfect family home is waiting for you. Over 3,100 square feet 
of living space on a picturesque 4.23-acre lot. Some updates include a 
metal roof, paved driveway, all-updated bathrooms, solar panels, cedar 
siding, energy-efficient windows and so much more! Move right in, you 
won’t want to miss this!
Web# EH5050 Jusztina Paksai $1,185,000

64 Rte 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031 • TriCornerNews.com 

CEO/PUBLISHER
The Lakeville Journal/Millerton News is seeking 

a CEO and publisher to lead the two weekly 
newspapers’ transition to a new era of modern 

digital publishing and nonprofi t business prosperity. 

Candidates should be excited by the challenge of making local 
journalism vibrant again and familiar with the advertising 
landscape that has forced fundamental changes to the business 
models of news organizations everywhere.

The job entails developing new sources of revenue, managing 
the business and marketing staff , and building out the new non-
profi t fundraising operation for the papers.

Candidates, at a minimum, should have a bachelor’s degree, 
exceptional wri� en and verbal communication skills, and 
experience in management and the nonprofi t world. Media 
experience and local community knowledge would be ideal.   

Salary is competitive. 
A full job description is available at 

LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/ljceo2022 

Please email cover le� er and resume to 
searchcommi� ee@lakevillejournal.com 

No calls please.

The Millerton News is seeking a news reporter to 
cover Harlem Valley towns and school districts.

Are you interested in your local news scene? 
Here is a chance to report on community news, 
business news, the environment, government, 
police and all the issues that affect the lives  
of Millerton News readers.

Writing skills and basic knowledge of how  
New York government functions are a must.

Email Resume and Writing Samples to  
Publisher and Editor in Chief Janet Manko,  
publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

860-435-9873 ext. 608 • PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546

Local Reporter

USED QUANTUM Q6, HEAVY DUTY, 
BARELY USED ONLY 19 MILES.  

POWER SEAT LIFT, POWER RECLINE, 
POWER LEG LIFT, POWER FEET, BLUE, 

ROHO CUSHION, SOLID TIRES.  
LIKE BRAND NEW. COST OVER  

$30,000 NEW, ASKING $6,000 OBO.

(860) 671-1228

POWER CHAIR FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME TR ANSFER 

STATION GATE ATTEN-
DANT: The Town of Salis-
bury is looking for part-
time Transfer Station Gate 
Attendants. Job description 
can be found on the Town’s 
website www.salisburyct.
us/employment For more 
information or to submit 
cover letter & resume please 
e-mail transferstation@
salisburyct.by 12/9/2022. 
The Town of Salisbury is 
an Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer.

RELIEF DRIVER: For the 
Lakeville Journal Company 
for newspaper routes, part 
time Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and some Fridays. Call 
Janet Manko. 860-435-9873, 
x 201 or email publisher@
lakevillejournal.com.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER/BUILDER DA-
VID VALYOU: Renovations 
& Repairs of Old Homes, 
Barns. Serving tri-sate area 
for 20 + years. davidvalyou@
yahoo.com call or text 917-
538-1617.

H E C TO R  PAC AY  S E R -
VICE: Landscaping, Lawn 
mowing, Garden mulch, 
Painting, Gutters, Pruning, 
Stump Grinding, Chipping, 
Tree work, Brush removal, 
Fence, Patio, Carpenter/
decks, Masonry. Spring and 
Fall Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Pick up and delivery 
available. Serving the North-
west Corner. 413-717-2494.

N E E D  Y O U R  H O M E 
CLEANED?:  Diana and 
Juliet have been servicing 
the Northwest Corner since 
1998. We offer guaranteed 
satisfaction and have great 
references. Please call 860 
605-0528.

FARM 
PRODUCTS

LARGE 3X3 BALES: First cut-
ting. Orchard grass and tim-
othy mix. No dust or mold. 
Also second cutting grass 
mix. Any amount delivered 
or picked up. 518-929-3480.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or

REAL ESTATE
:causing to be made, printed 

or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

CONDOS  
FOR RENT

CONDOMINIUM FOR RENT: 
Approximately 1400 square 
feet, 2 BR, LR, Kitchen, DR, 
one bay garage, 20x20 
Loft, avail month to month 
at $1,300/month. Call 518-
789-3636.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

72+ acres, a 3+ bedroom home, and a sensational former Dairy 
BARN, now a studio and indoor party area, to convert into a 
wonderful home. A Western outlook, with great sunsets, great land 
for farming, horses, hunting*, boating, and riding, and extensive 
Housatonic River frontage, for boating & fishing. (*uses are subject 
to any local/state regulations). OFFERED AT $1,850,000

SHEFFIELD-ASHLEY FALLS SECTION: 7.25 ACRES:   
GREAT FOR PUTTING UP A GARAGE-STUDIO, and a single 
family home. Power to logical building area installed. OFFERED 
AT $110,000.

1.84 acres, 2300+ SFT, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 car garage, double 
living room, DR, eat-in kitchen, front porch, rear deck, and full 
basement ASKING at $449,500, ‘as is’.

A LOVELY COUNTRY FARM A CIRCA 1990S LAKEVILLE HOME

MASS BUILDABLE LOT

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

The leaves are gone making looking at land a great time to see it at its ‘worst’. Several unique parcels in Salisbury 
are available for viewing: great views, or excellent privacy.  Call Robin to look-before the snow flies.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Space telescopes keep improving

A VIEW FROM 

THE EDGE 

Peter Riva

The images are pretty 
amazing (oh, yes, and 
beautiful). The Hub-

ble images astound us still, 
even after 32 years! Now we 
have The James Webb Space 
Telescope sending back as-
tounding images, broaden-
ing our concept of the vast-
ness, yet exciting contents, 
of space. And in case you 
have not heard, now NASA 
has another priority proj-
ect: the Nancy Grace Ro-
man Space Telescope set to 
launch in five years. Why 
another?

Space exploration is all 
about frequencies of ra-
diation and light. Hubble 
is great at infra-red detec-
tion, Roman will be 200 
times greater. It has a sil-
ver coated mirror reflector 
(Hubble’s is gold) allowing 
greater spectroscopy. What 
for you ask? If you want 

to find another Earth out 
there, you need to be able to 
“read” the spectral analysis 
of distant solar systems to 
accurately know the com-
position of planets’ make 
up. Is there enough water? 
Is there an atmosphere to 
breathe in? What, exactly 
are the temperatures on the 
surface?

Roman can’t do this on 
its own. It needs both Hub-
ble and Webb. It’s kind of 
like going to the doctor for 
an X-ray, a sonogram, and 
an MRI… together they give 
your doctor a better clue 
what’s going on. Each on 

their own can indicate what 
is maybe there, but only to-
gether can they provide an 
accurate picture.

The problem for NASA 
is that Hubble is on a very 
high orbit that is deteriorat-
ing. It will, in the next 10 
years or so, start to impact 
with the atmosphere and 
eventually fall to Earth. It 
needs a boost (and servic-
ing, as astronauts on the 
Shuttle did several times 
before). Its gyroscopes and 
instruments are starting to 
fail. 32 years of hard work 
are taking their toll.

In comes private astro-
naut Isaacman who bank-
rolled and flew in a SpaceX 
Dragon flight last year. He 
wants, and NASA seems 
likely to award the con-
tract for, a flight to Hubble’s 
high orbit of 332 miles to 
boost, well, dock and push, 

Hubble higher. There’s dis-
cussion on whether a space 
walk will be allowed by the 
private flight to service 
Hubble, that decision will 
come down next year after 
careful study and perhaps 
the Dragon next test flight 
where Isaacman promises 
to do a first-ever private 
spacewalk. Isaacman’s 
flights are being renamed 
Polaris missions. Keep an 
eye out for them.

The thing that’s really 
going to make a difference 
for your kids and grandkids’ 
futures? When three instru-
ments are in orbit and focus 
in on and identify habitable 
planets, the next “go West 
young man” fever will com-
mence.

Peter Riva, a former resident 
of Amenia Union, now lives in 
New Mexico.

Library annex article 

needs clarification

As president of the Board 
of Trustees of the Amenia Free 
Library, I want to thank each 
and every one of the nearly 150 
community members who at-
tended the Open House Cel-
ebration of our Expanded and 
renovated library on Saturday, 
Nov. 19. To correct the article in 
the 11/24 issue of this newspa-
per, I wanted to point out that a 
donation was in Honor of for-
mer Librarian, Miriam Devine 
— definitely not “in memory.”

Our architect was Darlene 

(not Arlen) Riemer and we 
were visited by Senator Sue 
Serino (not Serena). Along 
with Library Director, Victo-
ria Herow, I’d like to invite ev-
eryone who missed out on the 
opportunity to tour our won-
derful new facility, to stop in 
and check out our new home 
with its comfortable seating 
and workspaces, expanded 
program opportunities, and 
cheerful, knowledgeable staff.

Alan Gamble

Amenia

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The
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The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

Do you have a family 

member or friend 

in the military who 

would be interested in 

the news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set 

up a subscription, contact 

Sandra Lang at circulation@

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to  

those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Landscaping

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Grounds Maintenance

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree ServicePainting

Painting

Tree Service

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883
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www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

Support Local 
Journalism  
In Your 
Community

2022 Marks the 125th Anniversary 
of The Lakeville Journal

Become a Friend of The Lakeville Journal at  
TriCornerNews.com/contribute

As one of the oldest weeklies in the country, we have survived.  
Times change, and we’ve changed with the times. The Lakeville Journal 

is now a non-profit institution, one of the first weekly newspapers  
in the country to make the transition.

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 12/31/22

High quality int/ext painting
All aspects of home remodeling,  

repairs & restorations
Fully licensed & insured

The best 
decision 

you’ll 
ever make

(860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 
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