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By Patrick L. Sullivan

CORNWALL — Senior o�  cials from 
the state Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEEP) held a Zoom 
meeting with 90-odd citizens concerned 
about removing trees at Housatonic Mead-
ows State Park � ursday, Jan. 6.

Deputy Commissioner Mason Trumble 
began with an apology, saying he wished the 
meeting had occurred before trees were cut 
in November — including a row of oak trees 
on a high bank overlooking the Housatonic 
River that was a popular picnic spot.

Tom Taylor, director of state parks, said 
Connecticut has 110 parks covering 255,000 
acres, not to mention 32 state forests. State 

PHOTO BY CHUCK ALEKSINAS

Debra Aleksinas, who has been a freelance investigative 
reporter for � e Lakeville Journal since 2018, will be the 
new editor of � e Lakeville Journal, replacing Cynthia 
Hochswender.

DEEP stays 
the course 
with plan to 
cut 66 pines

Noble has � rst resident COVID case

Nursing homes ‘asked’ by state 
to accept COVID patients

Not too 
cold to ski!

Transitions at 
� e Lakeville Journal

As of Jan. 17, there will be 
a change at the helm of � e 
Lakeville Journal. Executive 
Editor Cynthia Hochswender, 
who has been in that role since 
2005, will step down from edit-
ing the news and will only edit 
the weekly Compass arts and 
entertainment section, as well 
as some special supplements to 
� e Lakeville Journal and � e 
Millerton News. Hochswender 
has edited both � e Lakeville 
Journal and Compass over 
the past two years, during 
COVID-19 restrictions and 
limitations on events. Before 
becoming executive editor, 
Hochswender was a reporter 
for � e Lakeville Journal from 
1999 to 2005.

“I’ve deeply enjoyed spend-
ing more than two decades 
observing, learning about and 
writing about our community,” 

Hochswender said. “It’s time 
for someone to step in and take 
a fresh look at our towns and 
the issues that matter to them, 
and I’m con� dent that Debra 
Aleksinas is the perfect person 
to do so. Her compassion and 
intelligence will be a bene� t in 
� e Lakeville Journal’s cover-
age of the Northwest Corner.

“As part of my decision to 
step down from the news side, 
I’m also embarking on a new 
career as a Realtor based in 
Salisbury. I will look forward 
to continuing to interact with 
our faithful readers and com-
munity leaders in that role as 
well as in my new role as editor 
of Compass.”

Debra Aleksinas of Mor-
ris, who has written many 
in-depth articles for The 
Lakeville Journal newspapers 
since 2018, will take over the 
position of Lakeville Journal 

By Debra A. Aleksinas

A� er two years of keeping 
COVID-19 infections out of its 
Salisbury nursing facility, Bill 
Pond, administrator of the No-
ble Horizons Senior Commu-
nity, on Friday, Jan. 7, reported 
the � rst positive coronavirus 
case among its residents since 
the pandemic started.

“It’s more challenging right 
now than it has been during 
any other time of the pandem-
ic,” said Pond, who noted that 
the infected nursing home 
patient is asymptomatic and 
showing no signs of illness. 
“Honestly, it’s not too much 
of a surprise considering the 
community spread.”

He said Noble is following 
all established policies and pro-
cedures for reporting and iso-
lating the COVID-positive res-
ident, and he has been in close 
communication with the state 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH), as this is the facility’s 
� rst identi� ed case among the 
nursing home’s resident pop-
ulation.

Nursing homes ‘asked’ to 
take in COVID patients
Pond’s announcement fol-

lowed on the heels of a set of 
directives by the state last week, 
one from DPH Commission-
er Manisha Juthani asking that 
nursing homes start accepting 
COVID-positive admissions 
from hospitals; and a second 
from Gov. Ned Lamont man-
dating that all long-term care 
facility sta�  receive booster 
shots by Feb. 11.

� e Jan. 6 guidance from 
DPH and the Jan. 7 order from 
Lamont came as the state’s case 
positivity rate soared to a re-
cord high of nearly 25%.

“We understand what the 
problem is, we know that 
hospitals are � lling up with 
COVID-positive patients and 
they really need relief,” said 
Kevin O’Connell, CEO of the 
Geer Village Senior Commu-
nity in North Canaan. 

“But a� er what we’ve been 
through, we are being very, 
very cautious on who we want 
to introduce, or cohort, into 
the building.” 

Goal one: safety for 
residents, sta� 

Last fall, an outbreak at 
Geer’s nursing and rehabilita-
tion center sickened 67 resi-
dents and 22 sta�  members. 
Eight residents died. It took 
several months to stop the 
contagion. 

O’Connell said his primary 
obligation is to keep his current 
residents and sta�  safe. 

“I know the intent is good. 
� ey are trying to relieve a bot-
tleneck in the system. But it’s 
moving the problem from one 
facility to another.”

He said any referrals of 
additional, non-resident 

COVID-19 patients will be 
considered on a case-by-case 
basis. 

“We will not be denying pa-
tients solely because they have 
not recovered from COVID in 
the hospital, or those that are 
not vaccinated, but we have to 
have the ability to provide care 
for these individuals.”

Goal 2: properly care 
for new patients

The over whelming 
chall enge with accepting 
COVID-positive patients is 
having enough sta�  to man an 
isolation unit separate from the 
general patient population, at 
a time when resources are at 
a critical point, according to 
nursing home administrators.

“To have the capacity to do 
that we may need to deny pa-
tients based on our inability to 
provide care,” said O’Connell. 
“You have to have the person-
nel to cover that isolation unit. 
Just for two or three people you 

would need sta�  24 hours a 
day, every single day, and that 
can be really, really challenging 
in today’s world.”

At Noble Horizons, Pond 
described his facility’s current 
sta�  ng situation as “signi� -
cantly compromised.” As a re-
sult, the 91-bed nursing home 
had paused new admissions 
“of any kind” over the past six 
months, he said. 

“We have trained our de-
partment heads to be tempo-
rary CNAs so they can help. We 
are just not in a position to add 
any types of admission” to the 
existing nursing home census, 
said the Noble administrator.

Pond stressed that while 
he wants to be able to support 
the local hospitals, consider-
ing the current situation, “It’s 
not something we can do in 
good faith and provide proper 
care, either. It really is a moral 
dilemma.”

Early in the pandemic, the 
state had opened several recov-
ery centers speci� cally to care 
for COVID-positive patients, 
including one at the Sharon 
Health Care Center, part of 
the Athena Health Care Sys-
tems. An Athena spokesman 

“After what we’ve been through, we are 
being very, very cautious on who we want 
to introduce, or cohort, into the building.”

Kevin O’Connell, CEO, Geer Village

“It’s not something we can do in 
good faith and provide proper care, either. 

It really is a moral dilemma.”

Bill Pond, Administrator, Noble Horizons

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Despite frigid temperatures over the weekend of Jan. 8-9, Mohawk Mountain ski area in Cornwall was packed with skiers of all ages. 



Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.
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In The Journal this week

Friday ....................................Cloudy, high 27°/low 7°
Saturday ...............................................Cloudy, 12°/0°
Sunday ....................................................Snow, 25°/5°

Three-day forecast

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

FAMILY & FRIENDS
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Requests
 5. Calendar month
 8. Invests in little enterprises
12. Bird sound
14. S. American plant 

cultivated for tubers
15. Car
16. Bullfi ghter
18. Hill (Celtic)
19. Strong criticism
20. Detector
21. When you hope to get there
22. Having the skill to do 

something
23. Legendary MLB 

broadcaster
26. Vulcanite
30. C. Asian mountain range
31. In a way, healed
32. Midway between east and 

southeast
33. Small appendages of 

insects
34. __ Greene, “Bonanza” actor
39. A place to bathe
42. Postal worker accessory
44. Classical music
46. A way of wrecking
47. Terminator
49. You eat three a day
50. Pointed end of a pen
51. NATO offi cial (abbr.)
56. Genus of clams
57. Boxing’s “G.O.A.T.”
58. A colorless, odorless gas 

used as fuel
59. Covered thinly with gold 

paint
60. Bachelor of Laws
61. Red fl uorescent dye
62. Engineering group
63. Female sibling
64. Adjacent

CLUES DOWN
 1. What a thespian does
 2. Footwear
 3. Adjust spacing between
 4. Witnesses
 5. Who shows excessive 

fondness
 6. Distinct form of a plant
 7. National capital
 8. Hunting expedition
 9. Related to medulla 

oblongata
10. European country
11. Cola

13. Excluded from use or 
mention

17. Speak
24. Bloodshot
25. Make better
26. Keyboard key
27. Type of degree
28. Paddle 
29. Peacock network
35. Not young
36. Baseball stat
37. One’s grandmother
38. Breakfast food
40. Bathroom features
41. Disease-causing bacterium
42. NY ballplayer
43. Got up
44. Prophet
45. Part of the mouth
47. Unnatural

Jan. 6 Solution

Jan. 6 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

48. Acronym for brain 
science study

49. Three are famous
52. Languages spoken in 

Patagonia
53. Freedom from diffi culty
54. Widely used OS
55. Many people pay it

BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, ESPRESSO, SWEETS AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioagraire or call us at 860-397-5382!

FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 10AM - 8PM

BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, ESPRESSO, SWEETS AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioaraire or call us at 860-397-5382!

HELP WANTED • If interested, please shoot us an email at legaminsharon@gmail.com

FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 10AM - 8PM

The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All 
suspects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Texting and driving 
On Jan. 1 at approximately 

1:45 a.m. on Lime Rock Road 
in Salisbury a 2012 Volvo XC60 
driven by Cindy Marie Broth-
ers, 26, of Salisbury veered off 
the right shoulder of the road 
and struck an Eversource util-
ity pole. Brothers was texting 
while driving. The collision 
caused the Volvo to overturn 
onto its roof. Brothers was eval-
uated but released without in-
jury. She was issued a citation 
for failure to maintain the lane 
and operating a motor vehicle 
while handling a mobile phone.

Drove into a tree
On Jan. 1 at approximately 

4:45 p.m. on Route 7 in Salis-
bury a 2015 Chevrolet Cruze 
Diesel driven by Guy Maxwell 
Ule, 62, of Cornwall crossed 
into the oncoming lane and 
traveled off the road, colliding 
with a tree. Ule was transported 
to Sharon Hospital for evalu-
ation. He was found at fault 
for the accident and issued a 
written warning for failure to 
maintain the lane.

DUI
On Jan. 1 at approximately 

4:45 p.m. on East Canaan Road 
in North Canaan, Christopher 
Martin, 34, of Winsted failed a 
standardized field sobriety test 
following a traffic stop. He was 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs and failure to 
maintain the proper lane. He 
was scheduled to appear in 
Torrington Superior Court on 
Jan. 14.

Damaged property  
at Camp Isola Bella

On Jan. 6 at approximately 
8 a.m. on Twin Lakes Road in 
Salisbury a 2015 Honda CRV 
driven by Mary Ortega, 44, of 
Sheffield, Mass., lost control on 
the icy roads and collided with 
a fence and sign belonging to 
Camp Isola Bella, operated by 
the American School for the 
Deaf. Ortega was issued an in-
fraction for traveling too fast 
for the conditions. 

Drove into ditch
On Jan. 6 at approximate-

ly 3:15 a.m. on Sharon Valley 
Road in Sharon a 2020 Ford 
Ranger driven by Robert 

Leibrock, 65, of Sharon lost 
control on the icy road and 
traveled into a ditch. The Ford 
was pulled out of the ditch. 
Leibrock was issued a verbal 
warning for traveling too fast 
for the conditions.

Struck a utility pole
On Jan. 7 at approximately 

7 p.m. on Route 63 in Falls Vil-
lage a 2008 Ford Fusion driven 
by William Mauro Nadeau, 38, 
of Torrington swerved into the 
oncoming lane and lost control, 
striking a SNET utility pole. 
Nadeau refused EMS care. He 
was issued an infraction for 
failure to maintain the lane.

Drove into a tree
On Jan. 7 at approximate-

ly 8 a.m. on Taconic Road in 
Salisbury a 2011 Toyota FF 
Cruiser driven by Nicholas Ar-
mando D’Onofrio, 25, of Great 
Barrington, Mass., exited the 
roadway and drove into a tree. 
D’Onofrio was issued a written 
warning for traveling too fast 
for the conditions. 

Struck a utility pole
On Jan. 7 at approximate-

ly 8 p.m. on Lime Rock Road 
in Salisbury a 2006 Ford F250 
Super Duty driven by Elijah 
Rain Thomson, 17, of Lakeville 
pulled to the side of the road to 
avoid a vehicle that had crossed 
into oncoming traffic. The Ford 
exited the roadway and struck 
a CL&P utility pole and a traf-
fic sign. The other vehicle fled 
the scene. The incident remains 
under investigation. 

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com.

Correction
An article in the Jan. 6 

Lakeville Journal incorrectly 
described progress on aesthetic 
improvements to the Cogswell 
Road bridge in Cornwall. The 
steel beams have been painted 
forest green to mute the gleam 
of the metal. Planned work to 
remove the topmost beam 
along the bridge span and to 
replace it with a wooden rail 
has not yet been done. 

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — There is yet 
another bird for bird watchers 
to watch for and, thanks to a 
Cornwall resident, watchers 
are now more likely to spot the 
American Kestrel. West Corn-
wall resident Art Gingert has 
created custom nesting boxes 
and installed them throughout 
the region — and has earned an 
annual award from Aquarion 
Water Company for his work.

Gingert was recognized by 
the water company as a 2021 
Environmental Champion in 
the Adult Class. Gingert, in 
turn, selected the Cornwall 
Conservation Trust (CCT)
to receive and administer the 
$2,500 award that comes with 
the honor.

Beginning in 1977 in Sha-
ron and Lakeville, Gingert has 
installed numerous special 
nesting boxes for the Kestrels 
throughout Litchfield County 
and north central Connecticut. 

A recent count indicated 
more than 85 such boxes in-
stalled in more than 30 towns. 
His box design is recognized by 
experts as the “gold standard” 
for the species.

The American Kestrel is a 
small, colorful bird in the fal-
con class, described as similar 
in size to a Mourning Dove. 

Faced with a shrinking nat-
ural habitat, its numbers have 
dwindled. 

Causes cited are reductions 
in agricultural land, reforesta-
tion of that land, residual pes-
ticides, and development in 
general. 

The bird prefers a habitat 
in short grasses, meadows and 
undisturbed open land.

Commenting on the honor, 
CCT President Bart Jones said, 
“An important part of Cornwall 
Conservation Trust’s mission 

seeks to preserve and protect 
forests and fields to promote 
wildlife habitat and biodiver-
sity.  

“Helping these award funds 
support Art Gingert’s work 
with American Kestrels rep-

resents a small but vital and 
tangible part of that larger 
mission.”

Gingert is an arborist and 
volunteer conservationist. He 
spends much time outdoors, 
where he has developed talents 

in photographing nature and 
leading expeditions through 
Canada and Alaska. He has 
served as managing biologist 
for the Audubon Center in 
Sharon and its Miles Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

Award for Art Gingert will help protect a rare bird

Art Gingert of West Cornwall has been honored for his efforts to protect the rare 
American Kestrel.

IMAGE FROM AQUARION

NORTH CANAAN — This 
is the complete honor roll list-
ing for North Canaan Elemen-
tary School. 

An abbreviated list was 
printed in our issue of Jan. 6. 
The Lakeville Journal apolo-
gizes to the families.

Honors, Grade 5
Prestyn Handlowich, Aliha 

Massey
Honors, Grade 8

Caiden Brewer
High Honors, Grade 5
Sophia Bascetta, Connor 

Crane, Destini Dingee, So-
phia Funk, Ava Humes, Riley 
LaPlante, Tyler LaPlante, Au-
tumn McKone, Sofia Paz-Cor-

tez, Roshwen Rivas, Mason 
Routhier, Owen Simmons, 
Olivia Simonds, Julian Swan-
son, Abigail Veilleux, Scarlett 
Visconti, Kaylea Wolfe

High Honors, Grade 6
Luca Bascetta, Paige Bee-

man, Peyton Bushnell, Teah 
Fredenburg, Giovani Solorza-
no-Lemus, Sierra Szymanski, 
Camdyn Tallon, Erick Trotta, 
Federico Vargas, Collin Walsh

High Honors, Grade 7
Olivia Claydon, Natasha 

Dennis, Lydia Fleming, Sydney 
Howe, Brayan Lopez-Gonzalez, 
Gustavo Portillo, Carson Riva, 
Ivy Zheng

High Honors, Grade 8

Wesley Allyn, Christopher 
Crane, Richard Crane, Alexa 
Meach, Cole Simonds, Lauren 
Sorrell

Highest Honors, Grade 5
Lainey Diorio, Lyla Diorio, 

Carter Finney, Ryan Hinman, 
Katelyn Holst-Grubbe, Elexis 
Petkovich, Justin Sorrell

Highest Honors, Grade 6
Caitlin Devino, Abigail Per-

otti
Highest Honors, Grade 7
Adelyn Diorio, Emeline 

Krauz
Highest Honors, Grade 8
Katherine Crane, Shanaya 

Duprey, Hannah Johnson, 
Madelyn Johnson

Honor roll for North Canaan Elementary
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Support Local Journalism  
In Your Community

Dear reader,

When this newspaper made a plea to our readers for support in 2019, The Lakeville Journal 
Company, publishers of The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com, 
was at a crossroads. Then, we were looking at drastically cutting costs in order to survive.

Two years later, after two highly successful appeals to our readership for contributions that saved 
your local community newspapers, this small media company is in a very different place. Your 
generosity kept us alive, even during a worldwide pandemic, and we were able to apply for and 
receive tax-exempt status from the IRS as a public charity. Your contributions to The Lakeville 
Journal Foundation are now tax deductible to the extent permitted under the law. Now it is time 
to regroup again and make a new plan to take this media company into a successful future.

During COVID-19 shutdowns and restrictions, this company was able to obtain two PPP grants 
from the U.S. government, which, combined with our readers’ generous support, helped us 
remain in place to report the news of your communities. Your wish for local news is what drives 
our mission,which publishes in the newspapers every week:

Our goal is to report the news of our communities accurately and fairly,
and to foster the free flow of information and opinion.

We sincerely ask you to be a Community Contributor, donating whatever you can to support 
local news, to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization. Unlike the last two years, 
your donations are now tax deductible within the limits of the law.

Thank you for keeping track of your local news in our publications, and profound gratitude for 
your support that kept The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com 
here for your communities.

 

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Janet Manko, CEO, executive director

The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

Enclose your check or money order. To donate by credit card, please go to www.tricornernews.com/contribute
Mail to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________    ZIP CODE __________

TELEPHONE _______________________    EMAIL__________________________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to The Lakeville Journal Foundation.

SHARON OB/GYN IS HAPPY 
TO ANNOUNCE THE ADDITION OF 
DR. WILLIAM E. SCHWEIZER TO OUR GROUP 

Dr. Schweizer has over 38 years experience. He will be seeing 
patients Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays by appointment. 

Please call the office at 860-364-0536. 

Sharon OB/GYN  •  50 Amenia Rd., Sharon, CT 06069  •  860-364-0536

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

Two Lakeville vaccine clinics
LAKEVILLE — There will be a vaccine and booster 

clinice for area residents ages 12 and up at the Grove 
Senior Center, 42 Ethan Allen St., in Lakeville on 
Thursday, Jan. 13, and Wednesday Feb. 9. All three 
vaccines and booster shots will be available. 

No appointment is required. For further informa-
tion, contact Lisa McAuliffe at 860-435-5186 or email 
lmcauliffe@salisburyct.us.

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

SALISBURY — First Select-
man Curtis Rand opened the 
regular monthly selectmen’s 
meeting on Monday, Jan. 3, 
with a warning of the increased 
number of COVID-19 cases 
and the extreme contagious-
ness of the omicron variant.

He said the town did receive 
a limited number of rapid tests 
from the state, which were giv-
en to “front-line” people, in-
cluding employees at LaBonne’s 
grocery store.

Town Hall is closed again to 

the public, but the vestibule is 
open and people needing as-
sistance can go there and find 
commonly used forms. 

There is also a phone and a 
list of extensions so people can 
call inside for, say, a new fishing 
license. Selectman Chris Wil-
liams warned against too many 
people being in the vestibule 
at one time, and asked people 
to be patient and use common 
sense.

Other town halls in the re-
gion are following the same or 
similar protocols.

By Cynthia Hochswender

NORTH CANAAN — In 
the 2021 municipal election, 
longtime Planning and Zon-
ing Commission (P&Z) Chair 
Steve Allyn was not returned 
to the seat that he had held for 
decades. 

Two new members were 
added to the five-person board 
— albeit two members with 
deep knowledge of the town 
and experience on municipal 
and regional organizations. 

One of the new commis-
sioners is Douglas Humes, who 
was the town’s first selectman 
for many years, and followed 
that up with a term as North 
Canaan’s representative to the 
Region One Board of Educa-
tion.

The other new member, Tim 
Abbott, who is also the new 
chair, is well known to anyone 
in the region with an interest 
in conservation and ecology. 
His formal title is Regional 
Land Conservation Director 
for the Housatonic Valley As-
sociation. He is the creator of 
the Litchfield Hills Greenprint 
Collaborative, which maps and 
tracks conserved and protect-
ed lands in the region. He also 

raises funds and creates part-
nerships that allow for new 
land protections to be created. 

For many years he was also 
the Nature’s Notebook colum-
nist for The Lakeville Journal, 
sharing often-poetic musings 
about the environment and the 
landscape, with observations 
of everything from multi-state 
swaths of forests to the fireflies 
in the field beside his home.

That home has been in 
North Canaan for the past 20 
years. While most of Abbott’s 
professional life is regional, he 
is still very much interested in 
what happens on a local level.

He served on the P&Z for 
one four-year term in about 
2010. Although he was an “al-
ternate” member, he was seated 
for almost every meeting as a 
full member, he said. 

Planning and zoning com-
missions in Connecticut towns 
are in charge of the regulations 
and the state-mandated Town 
Plan of Conservation and De-
velopment that give towns their 
look and feel. Regulations can 
be created that allow for indus-
try and development; or they 
can limit such growth in or-
der to protect the old-time look 
and feel of small, rural towns. 

After decades, a new chair for NC P&Z

COVID-19 numbers on 
rise, Town Hall closes

By Leila Hawken

KENT — At their regular 
December meeting, the select-
men voted in favor of spending 
up to $24,000 from the town’s 
ARPA funds to update the 
town’s Emergency Manage-
ment Plan and accompanying 
pandemic preparedness plan. 

At that time, Selectman 
Glenn Sanchez had asked First 
Selectman Jean Speck if the 
town’s ARPA committee had 
seen the Emergency Manage-
ment team’s funding request. 
Speck, who is a member of the 
ARPA committee, said no.

Nonetheless, the vote to 
use the funds for the plan was 
unanimous.

Subsequently, the board re-
versed that vote. 

At the board’s meeting on 
Thursday, Jan. 6, Emergency 
Management Director David 
Becker resigned his position. 

Deputy Director Eric Ep-
stein has not resigned.

The vote to accept Becker’s 
resignation was unanimous 
without discussion in advance 
of the vote.  Following the vote, 
however, all expressed appre-
ciation for Becker’s service to 
the town’s emergency services 
program, especially in han-
dling the pandemic.

Speck commented further, 
“I am frustrated, sitting among 
boxes of masks and at-home 
testing kits to be distributed 
to residents.” She said that she 
had hoped to encourage Beck-
er to stay on in his position, 
having been instrumental in 
his having come to the position 
initially.

“I wish we could have done 
something with the emergency 
plan update,” she added.

In North Canaan, the P&Z 
has five full members and three 
alternates. They have staggered 
terms so that, in every bi-an-
nual municipal election, some 
members can step off the com-
mission and new members can 
be elected. The state requires 
that there be a mix of members 
of both major political parties 
on all town boards and com-
missions.

Historically, there has not 
been an enormous amount of 
turnover on North Canaan’s 
P&Z. Abbott said he was re-
cruited to run as a Democrat, 
sharing the ticket with Allyn. 

“I ran for office because I 
love my town and I have skills 
that I think will be helpful,” he 
said. “And it had been an un-
contested seat and I think it’s 
good for people to have choices 
in an election.”

Abbott recalled that when 
he ran for a full seat (after serv-
ing a term as an alternate), he 
was not elected, and he wasn’t 
completely expecting to earn a 
seat this time around. He cer-
tainly didn’t expect to unseat 
the longtime chairman. He was 
asked quietly if he would con-
sider being chair of the com-
mission and then was elected 
to the top spot in December.

Although Abbott’s profes-
sional background and training 
are in environmental and land 
conservation issues, he said 
that he has not come to his 
new office with the intention 
of trying to make North Ca-
naan a greener town (although 
of course that’s always nice).

“I have no agenda,” Abbott 
said. “I’m here to serve.”

Of course, though, there are 
areas of interest both to Abbott 
and to the commission at large. 

Affordable housing is high 
on that list, especially with 
the state’s requirement that all 
towns have an affordable hous-
ing plan by summer 2022.

This is also an area of per-
sonal interest for Abbott: “I 
have a 21-year-old and an 
18-year-old.” Job creation for 
the younger generation is also 
an area of concern. “Having 
young people and businesses 
in town are what allow small 
rural communities to have a 
future.”

He is encouraged by what he 
calls “a noticeable new energy 
in downtown North Canaan. 
There are places to go to eat, 
drink, explore. Empty Main 
Streets don’t help anybody.”

However, with a booming 
village center comes a new 
problem: parking. 

The goal of the commission, 
Abbott feels, is to balance the 
commercial and residential 
needs of businesses and town 
residents — and above all, for 
people with concerns to feel 
those concerns are heard and 
respected. 

Above all, he said, “We want 
a commission and regulations 
that will enable us to have a vi-
brant downtown with mixed 
uses; and a vibrant, sustainable 
rural community with diverse 
options for employment, health 
care and housing.”

Kent selectmen 
accept Emergency 
Services resignation

From a master teacher, a  
history of the Civil War, Jan. 23

LITCHFIELD — The League of Women Voters of Litchfield 
County, Conn., and the Litchfield Historical Society welcome 
teacher, historian and author Peter Vermilyea for a virtual lecture 
on the work of women during the Civil War. The lecture will be 
offered on Zoom on Sunday, Jan. 23, at 3 p.m. but spots to partic-
ipate are limited. Early registration is recommended. To register, 
go to www.litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org or email registration@
litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org. 

Vermilyea is an award-winnig teacher of history at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School in Falls Village, Conn. A graduate 
of Gettysburg College, he is the scholarship director at his alma 
mater’s Civil War Institute. He is currently completing a book on 
Litchfield County and the coming of the Civil War.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
Board of Selectmen approved 
adding two stop signs at the in-
tersection of Main Street and 
Beebe Hill Road at their regular 
Monday meeting on Monday, 
Jan. 10 (on Zoom).

The action will make the 
intersection a four-way stop. 

First Selectman Henry Todd 
said anything that slows down 
traffic coming into downtown 
Falls Village will help. He cred-
ited resident Clifton Yeager 
with bringing the idea to his 
attention.

Todd informed the Board of 
Finance (which met immediate-
ly before the selectmen) and his 
fellow board members that the 
town now has until March to 
decide on joining the Materials 
Innovation and Recycling Au-
thority’s five-year plan to ship 
municipal solid waste out of 
state. Finance board Chairman 
Dick Heinz asked if the town 
had any other options. Todd re-
plied “We don’t see any at this 
time, to be honest.”

There will be a town meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m., lo-
cation to be determined. Todd 
said he would check to see if 
the emergency services center 
is available, and held out the 
possibility of a hybrid meeting, 
with both in-person and online 
attendance.

On the town meeting agen-
da: the town report for 2020-21; 
the five-year revaluation; $2,000 
for town information technol-
ogy; and health insurance for 
Johanna Mann, the new town 
clerk.

The selectmen approved 
an invoice for well testing and 
sampling work at the Falls Vil-
lage Housing Trust’s  proper-
ty on River Road, for $4,600. 
Some members of the public 
objected to this, but Todd said 
the money comes from a grant, 
not from town funds, and Se-
lectman Greg Marlowe said the 
town routinely pays invoices for 
projects funded by grants (such 
as the downtown sidewalks). 

Both boards thanked for-
mer Town Clerk Mary Palmer 
for 28 years of service. Marlowe 
commended her “character” 
and “diligence.”

New four-way stop 
is being planned

Support local journalism.
Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute
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Our Towns

If you have Parkinson’s disease or another movement 
disorder, you would probably travel anywhere for 
expert advice. But you only have to visit Winsted, 
where you will find movement disorders specialist 
Dr. Benjamin Dorfman, bringing more of the most 
advanced care. 

To learn more, visit HHCMovementDisorders.orgDr. Benjamin 
Dorfman

80 South Main St. 
Winsted
860.870.6385

Connect with Dr. Benjamin Dorfman 
and more outstanding specialists

Here’s where you’ll find 
expertise in Parkinson’s 
and movement disorders.

WELCOME TO

Winsted

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician

SALISBURY — The Salisbury Volunteer Ambulance 
Squad shared statistics on activity in 2021. 

The volunteers responded to 574 calls, which was 
36 more calls than in 2020 and 35 more than  in 2019.

Broken down, that is 42 calls in January, 54 in Febru-
ary, 42 in March, 43 in April, 42 in May, 37 in June, 56 
in July, 63 in August, 56 in September, 55 in October, 
32 in November and 43 in December. 

SVAS serves a population of 4,194 (according to the 
2019 census). The boarding schools add a population of 
about 900 more; the population also increased during 
COVID-19 as more people moved to the Northwest 
Corner full time. The volunteer squad covers 60.65 
square miles of area. 

The top five responders for the year were Jacquie 
Rice (144), Nick DeAngelis (140), Marie Castagna 
(112), Bob Fails (112) and Mike Brenner (110).

The volunteers had their annual election of officers 
on Wednesday, Jan. 5, with no changes voted in. As in 
2021, Jacquie Rice is chief, Mike Brenner is assistant 
chief, Bob Chase is first aid chief, Josh Allyn is rescue 
chief and Sue Bayer is secretary.

Volunteer Marie Castagna notes that, “as always we 
are looking for more volunteers.”

No experience is required. The squad includes many 
families and creates a family and community of its 
own. Volunteers come from all types of work and all 
walks of life. 

“Each person adds their own speciality  to our 
squad.  Come join us and become a part of our fam-
ily,” Castagna said. 

To learn more, call Castagna at 860-307-5021 or go 
online to www.Salisburyambulance.org; click on the 
link called “Give the gift of volunteering.”

— Cynthia Hochswender

A busy year 
for ambulance 
volunteers

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — While 
short walks in the fresh air can 
be done without any particu-
lar equipment, most prolonged 
outdoor activities call for hav-
ing the right gear.  3 Guys Ski 
and Ride offers gear as well as 
a personalized approach to the 
fit and use of that gear to max-
imize the experience, whether 
it’s fair weather or foul.

Since opening in West Corn-
wall in March 2021, co-owners 
Jim Shockley and Michael Carr 
have been busy providing what 
they call “gear-related outdoor 
fun.”

In a conversation last 
month, Shockley explained that 
despite the name of the shop, 
there are in fact only two guys 
running the business. There is 
actually no third guy. Someday 
the reason why the store got 
its name will be known but for 
now it remains mysterious.

What is known, however, is 
that the shop has a wide range 
of offerings suited for the out-
door life in a New England  
winter, with sporting apparel, 
backpacks, flat-pack portable 
grills and portable firepits, 
warm options for heads, ears, 
hands and feet, roller boards, 
skis, snowboards — and, im-
portant for people who are at-
tracted to winter sports, wheth-
er they are skilled or not, the 
shop also carries an array of 
helmets and other protective 
gear, should things go a little 

off-track.
Not sure what you need? 

Just ask.
“Customer service is our 

most important thing,” Shock-
ley said, adding that, “We stand 
behind everything.”

To enhance the atmosphere 
of a friendly, small-town shop, 
there is complimentary coffee.

Pausing our conversation, 
Shockley offered advice to the 
parent of a young skier: “You 
want a tight-fitting boot. No 
two feet are exactly the same.” 
Shockley explained that the 
boot should be  snug around 
the feet, but that it’s import-
ant to avoid pressure on shins 
due to the boot’s height. This 
was a conversation worth an 
eavesdrop.  

Shockley said that seasonal 
rentals of gear have changed 
everything for the ski industry, 
making the experience more 
affordable for more people. 
Young people grow out of their 
equipment so rapidly. Seasonal 
rentals make sense.

The shop is slowly expand-
ing to include year-round out-
door sports.  Shockley said that 
this spring, they plan to offer 
tennis racket stringing and 
stand-up paddle boards.

The shop is open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. six days a week 
(it is closed on Tuesdays) at 
406 Sharon-Goshen Turnpike 
in West Cornwall. The phone 
is 860-248-3281, the website 
is  www.threeguysskiandride.
com.

Guidance and outdoor gear at 3 Guys 
Ski and Ride in West Cornwall

Since opening last March, owners Jim Shockley and Mi-
chael Carr have guided the 3 Guys Ski and Ride shop into a 
strong presence for outdoor sports enthusiasts, offering an 
expanding list of equipment and accessory needs. Shockley 
paused for a recent photo on the welcoming porch of the 
comfortable shop.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Work by 
Mongeau at 
Douglas Library

NORTH CANAAN — 
Hope Mongeau of Lakeville 
has paintings on display at 
the Douglas Library in North 
Canaan during the month of 
January. The library is open 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays. For information 
on library hours, go to www.
douglaslibrarycanaan.org.

Show of work by a 
computer  art pioneer

CORNWALL — A show of work by Mark Wil-
son remains on display at the Cornwall Library 
through Feb. 19. 

Wilson is a longtime West Cornwall resident and 
a digital art pioneer. His show is called “Mutable: 
An exhibition of ink jet prints on canvas.”

For more information, go to www.cornwallli-
brary.org/art-exhibits.

LAKEVILLE — Peter De-
marest Adams, 77, died peace-
fully at home in Ash-
field, Mass., from 
Parkinson’s disease 
on Dec. 24, 2021. 

He was born in 
New York City to 
Demarest Adams 
and Elizabeth (van 
Bibber) Adams on 
April 7, 1944. Peter’s 
father died suddenly 
when Peter was just shy of 6 
years old, his mother remar-
ried, and he and his mother 
and sisters moved to Hartford, 
Conn., where he became one of 
seven children. 

Peter spent his high school 
years at The Hotchkiss School 
in Lakeville, went on to Brown 
University, graduating with a 
B.A. in 1967, and then returned 
to Hotchkiss, where he soon be-
came Director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid, a position 
he held until 1980 when he left 
Hotchkiss for graduate school.

Motivated to help teenagers 
and their parents navigate both 
adolescence and education, 
Peter pursued his M. Ed. from 
Harvard University and opened 
his Educational Counseling 
practice in 1981, work he con-
tinued until he retired in 2011. 

Always one to think re-
sourcefully and thoughtfully, 
Peter helped hundreds of stu-
dents find ways not only to en-
hance their education, but also 
to broaden their dreams for a 
future they might not have con-
sidered possible.  Peter partic-

ularly enjoyed working with 
students for whom education 

was a challenge and 
not always a linear 
track, teenagers who 
felt they didn’t fit 
anywhere. 

Creative in mak-
ing a match of the 
most appropriate 
schools for a wide 
range of students, 
Peter co-found-

ed I-Way, a consulting firm 
in Germany, which helped 
European students experi-
ence American independent 
schools and colleges. 

Peter had a unique, com-
passionate understanding of 
adolescents’ diverse learning 
styles and a kind calmness that 
built trust and confidence in the 
families he came to know. He 
wanted to listen to, and learn 
about, every person he met — 
and he wanted everyone he met 
to thrive.

During his career Peter 
sat on the boards of The Ben 
Bronz Academy in West Hart-
ford, The Cobb School in Sims-
bury, ASSIST Inc. in Suffield 
and A Better Chance in New 
York City. 

Peter was a genuine altruist, 
intuitive, curious, insightful, 
gracious, kind and positive. 

Just as Peter never met a 
person he didn’t want to help, 
he never found a problem 
around the house he didn’t 
want to make right. 

He sought the outdoors, 
whether in a canoe or on a 

OBITUARIES
Peter Demarest Adams

For more obituaries, 
see page A5

beach or ski slope, in the gar-
den or on a dirt road, or just 
reading the paper in the shade 
on a summer afternoon. 

Most of all, Peter loved his 
family,  and his bright blue eyes 
sparkled when he was with 
them. The only thing that ever 
confined Peter was Parkinson’s 
disease, a cruel diagnosis that 
robbed his body and his mind 
of the physical activity and 
the intellectual mobility he 
had always prized.  Even then, 
he continued to be the kind, 
thoughtful man he always was; 
he never once complained. 

Peter is survived by his 
wife, Nancy Henderson; his 
daughters, Kit Bayer and Be-
atrice Adams; his sons, Jack 
Henderson-Adams and Alex-
ander Adams; his sisters, Sally 
Vaun, Judy Lee and Elizabeth 
Adams; his brothers, Tim Lee 
and Spencer Lee; his mother-
in-law, Patricia Henderson; his 
brother-in-law, Jack Hender-
son; his sister-in-law, Marnie 
Henderson; and his son-in-law, 
Sean Bayer.

A memorial service will 
be held in the Chapel at The 
Hotchkiss School at 2 p.m. on 
June 19, Fathers’ Day. 

Donations in Peter’s memo-
ry may be sent to The Hilltown 
Churches Food Pantry, P.O. 
Box 161, Ashfield MA 01330. 



SHARON — Janis Elizabeth 
Downey, 83, died Jan. 3, 2022,  
in Sharon. 

She was the loving 
wife of the late John A. 
Downey MD.

Janis was born on 
June 14, 1938, in Ux-
bridge in Middlesex, 
UK, the only child of 
Arnold and Katherine 
(née Procter) Piggott. 

Following comple-
tion of her education, 
including secretari-
al training in Ox-
ford, Janis moved to London, 
where she worked for various 
Members of Parliament. She 
always fondly remembered her 
nine years working for Baron 
Richard Luce, former Lord 
Chamberlain to the Queen 
and a Conservative Member 
of Parliament.

While on vacation in Italy in 
1980, Janis met her future hus-

band, John. After a long-dis-
tance romance, they married 
in New York City in 1983. 

They then split 
their time between 
their home in New 
York and their farm-
house in Sharon, 
where Janis was able 
to indulge her life-
long love of animals.

A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 
the Sharon Congre-
gational Church on 
Saturday, Jan. 15, at 1 

p.m. Memorial donations may 
be made to the Sharon Con-
gregational Church, P.O. Box 
6, Sharon CT 06069. 

The Kenny Funeral Home 
in Sharon has care of arrange-
ments.

The memorial service will 
be available to watch online at 
www.sharoncongregational-
church.org/downey-memorial.

OBITUARIES

Send obituaries 
to cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com

For more obituaries, see page A4
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
Pastor Sun Yong Lee

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of

Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL
4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES
8 AM - St. Bernard

10 AM - Sacred Heart
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday, Tuesday,  

Wednesday & First Friday
9 AM - Sacred Heart

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Worship Services
Week of January 16, 2022

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 
In person services on Sundays

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.
Livestream at 10:30 on

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual Zoom service on
Sunday, February 13 at 10:30 a.m.

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
Pastor Joy Veronesi

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online Bible studies  

and Sunday services
Join us in our fellowship hall  

for in-person Bible study,  
Thursday,  6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd.,  
Salisbury, CT

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340

allsaintsofamerica.us

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

In Loving Memory of 
Peter C. Roosa

October 12, 1950 to January 11, 2019

Time slips by and life goes on
But from our hearts you’re never gone.

We think about you always, we talk about
you too, we have so many memories but we

wish we still had you.

You are deeply loved:
Phyllis, Jamie, Nonnie, 

The Petkovich and Roosa Family

In Loving Memory of  
Jeffery Jay Petkovich
May 12, l968 to January 20, 1990

May the wings of Heaven blow softly 
and whisper in your ear 

How much we Love and Miss you and 
Wish that you were here. 

You are loved deeply:
Mom, Jamie, Nonnie

Janis Elizabeth Downey

NORTH CANAAN — Jan-
ice M. “J.J.” (Stupak) Lorenzo, 
67, died suddenly on Jan. 6, 
2022, after an extremely hard-
fought battle with lung disease. 

Janice was born March 24, 
1954, at Fairview Hospital in 
Great Barrington, the daughter 
of the late Larry Ball Sr. (her 
biological father) and Skip 
Stupak Sr. and Nellie (Bunce) 
Stupak.

A graduate of Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School, 
Janice had many accomplish-
ments in her life. She was 
part owner of On the Run in 
Lakeville. She then worked at 
a few other restaurants in the 
surrounding area. 

Janice also owned her own 
housekeeping business. Most 
recently she worked as a pri-
vate duty home health aide.  
She worked with many clients 
throughout the Northwest Cor-
ner.  Her pride and joy, though, 
was owning and operating her 
nail, hair and tanning business 
in Taconic, Pretty Woman Sa-
lon. 

Her kind and caring spirit 
was well-known in the com-
munity. Janice always went out 
of her way to help everyone she 
could. She tried to adopt every 
stray animal she came across 
and treated every child who 
came into her home as her own. 

Janice is survived by her 
two daughters, Donielle Lo-
renzo and Nicole Lorenzo, 
both of Salisbury; a stepson, 
Peter Lorenzo III of Salisbury; 
two brothers, Larry Ball Jr. of 
Hillsdale, N.Y., and Skip Stupak 
of North Canaan; three sisters, 
Lil Hankey of New Marlbor-
ough, Mass., Jane Eichstedt of 
Sheffield and Ann McDermott 
of Stockbridge, Mass.  Janice is 
also survived by her “adopted 
children,” Kayleigh Golden, 
Dylan Hickey, Sarah Hawver, 
Casey Mazeralle and Hannah 
Riva, along with many others.

We would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to her caretak-
er, Quin Texidor; Dr. Michael 
Parker in Sharon; Yale New Ha-
ven Health; and the extremely 
kind and caring staff of Sharon 
Hospital and North Canaan 
Ambulance. 

Calling hours will be 
on Tuesday, Jan. 18, at the 
Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home in North Canaan from 
4 to 8 p.m. A Celebration of 
Janice’s life will be held at a 
later date.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the North Canaan 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, 
P.O. Box 178, North Canaan, 
CT 06018; or the Lakeville 
Hose Company #1, P.O. Box 
1969, Lakeville, CT 06039.

Janice M. ‘J.J.’ (Stupak) Lorenzo

Mark Niedhammer and I 
went to high school together 
in upstate New York. 
Somehow we both 
ended up in Salisbury.

Our paths did 
not cross until about 
30 years after our 
youthful days in high 
school.

A solicitation from 
our school ended 
up in my post box, 
which was addressed 
to Mark. We connected after 
that and gleefully reminisced 
… That long-ago familiar bond 
brought us together every time 
our paths crossed.

When I went into The 
Lakeville Journal office, Mark’s 

greeting was as pleasant and 
warm as if we were long-lost 

cousins.
At the transfer sta-

tion booth, he would 
give me the thumbs 
up greeting with a 
wide grin and a tip 
of his hat.

It was these simple 
gestures from Mark 
that made you feel 
very special, and that 
feeling stayed with 

you longer than you expected.
I will miss that wonderful 

warm personality that I stum-
bled across several decades 
ago.

Bill Willis
Lakeville

In appreciation: 
Mark Niedhammer

SALISBURY — George Reid 
Jr., 91, passed away peacefully 
on Jan. 3, 2022.  

Born on Dec. 10, 
1930, in New York 
City, he is the young-
est and last of four 
siblings who preced-
ed him in death. 

George went to 
Taft School (’49), 
and Oberlin College 
(’53), embracing 
history and jazz as 
well as becoming an 
All-American soccer player.  

He had the fortune to go 
on as an educator, touching 
the lives of many young peo-
ple throughout the U.S. and 

Switzerland.
His love for New England, 

specifically north-
western Connecti-
cut, kept him here for 
most of his adult life 
— hiking, canoeing 
and enjoying the bird 
life of the area were 
some of his treasured 
pastimes. 

He is survived by 
three sons, Michael, 
James and Samuel; 
plus many grandchil-

dren, who love and will miss 
him very much.

Arrangements are under 
the care of the Kenny Funeral 
Home in Sharon.

George Reid Jr.

I was deeply saddened to 
read that Joanne Wojtusiak had 
“ceased her earth walk,” as she 
might have described it. And 
what an earth walk it was — 
at least from a slight remove, 
since I live in Warren. 

I am not sure if Joanne and 
I ever formally met but we did 
speak on the phone (landlines) 
once or twice, and I did see her 
at a few Cornwall public hear-
ings over the years. She struck 
me as a rather unique institu-
tion in that town, functioning 
as faithful watchdog over the 
town’s governance process — 
sometimes welcomed, other 
times maybe not so much. 

She certainly did her factu-
al homework and went right 
to the heart of problems that 
many did not yet recognize. 
Her long-view analyses were 
rarely personal — rather, al-
ways principle/issue oriented.

But I did sense a touch of 
personal heartbreak regard-
ing the subject of citizen par-
ticipation in public matters 
when Cornwall’s BOS and 
P&Z decided to cease public 
participation in spoken form 
during official meetings, opting 
instead for written comments 
only. She thought something 
of utmost participatory vitality 
had been lost. 

I told Joanne that Cornwall, 
compared to many other towns 
in our area, was a 10 in terms 
of being open to public input. I 
pointed out that she may have 
simply gotten used to a process 
of speaking as a member of the 
public during town meetings 

that is actually quite unusual, 
in regard to how such meetings 
are generally structured. 

The general model is that 
written comments are accept-
ed and read into the record and 
public comments are taken too 
at the beginning of meetings. 
Warren now allows comments 
at the beginning and end of 
meetings.

I even added that I some-
times wondered how Corn-
wall’s boards ever made a 
decision with the public com-
menting constantly throughout 
their deliberation process. 

But, but, but, I added, they 
had gone whole hog in the op-
posite direction with no in-per-
son public comments at all. 
While that might be appropri-
ate in certain large city public 
venues, it’s usually considered 
anathema in small towns. 

The general model is that 
written comments are accept-
ed and read into the record 
and public comments are 
taken too at the beginning of 
meetings. Warren now allows 
public comment at the begin-
ning and end of BOS meetings. 
Joanne carved out a unique ac-
tivist role for Cornwallians and 
non-Cornwallians alike. Some-
times the thorn in our side is 
the best field guide to where 
the nettles thrive. Such thorns, 
though vexing to some, are to 
be cherished for the clarion call 
they provide in democracies. 
She will be sorely missed and 
certainly not easily replaced.

B. Blake Levitt
Warren, Conn.

In Appreciation:
Joanne Wojtusiak

NORTH CANAAN — 
Emma K. (Luminati) Craft, 
104, died Jan. 8, 2022, at Geer 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center. 

She was the widow of How-
ard Craft.  

Emma was born Feb. 19, 
1917, in Salisbury, daughter of 
the late Celesta (Guiliani) and 
Louis Luminati.

Emma was employed as a 
teller for the former Industri-
al National Bank now known 
as Bank of America, in Rhode 
Island. She also worked in 
the bond department of Fleet 
Bank.

Emma is survived by her 
two daughters, Carol Poyet of 
North Canaan and Carmen 
Hardman of Hudson, N.H.; 
her brother, Peter Luminati 
of North Canaan; six grand-
children, Melissa Poyet Borys 

of Lincoln, R.I., Bobby Hard-
man, Michael Hardman, Kathy 
Hardman, Michelle Hardman 
and Patricia Hardman; eight 
great-grandchildren, Alexan-
dria, Tyler, Sean, Grant, Jesse, 
Stephanie, Kyle and Jacob; and 
five great-great-grandchildren, 
Tatley, Jaslynn, Braxton, Gem-
ma and Jameson.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 
13, at 1 p.m. in St. Martin of 
Tours Parish St. Joseph Church 
in North Canaan. Burial will 
follow the Mass in St. Joseph 
Cemetery. Calling hours will 
be held at the Newkirk-Palm-
er Funeral Home in North 
Canaan from 10:30 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m.  

Memorial donations may be 
sent to St. Martin of Tours Par-
ish St. Joseph Church, P.O. Box 
897, North Canaan, CT 06018.

Emma K. (Luminati) Craft

PROPERTY TRANSFERS
May 3, 130 Long Pond Road 

from Ian F. and Greg H. Witz-
man to Beth I. Greenberg and 
Beth F. Simon for $2,400,000; 
and 35 Walton St. from Rory P. 
O’Connor to Marilyn J. Sollar 
and John L. McCormack for 
$535,000

May 5, 433 Salmon Kill 
Road from Stephen H. Fitch 
et al to Michael R. Carter for 
$380,000; and 87 Canaan Road 
Unit 3B from Charles Carter 
Smith III et al to Louise F. 
and Malcolm M. Brown for 
$605,000; and 41 East Main 
St. from Marie-Elaine A. La-
roche Estate to Susan Lynn and 
Michael Zara Jr. for $335,000

May 7, 370 Canaan Road 
from Eric A. and Elizabeth 
C. Forstmann to Alexandre 
Luis Darocha Lins and Ari-
adne Binderl Gaspar Cruz for 
$462,500

May 10, 8 Greystone Lane 
from Jerald and Kathleen Ka-
miel to Essel W. and Menakka 
Bailey for $3,550,000

May 12, 99 Beaver Dam 
Road from Patricia P. Conlin 
to Amy Cox Hall and Joseph 
Kirkland Hall IV for $1,070,000

May 14, 87 Canaan Road 
Unit 1F from James J. and 
Melinda B. Belter to Michelle 
Mackenzie and Michael Walt-
man for $405,000

May 18, 348 and 350 Main 
St. from Rubik Two, LLC to 
350 Lake, LLC for $730,000; 
and 40 East Main St. from 
Tamara Maruetagoiena and 
Noel Victor Rodriguez Cano 
to Dean and Jessica Flanagan 
for $581,000

For more transfers, 
see page A6
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editor. A long-time Litchfield 
County resident, Aleksinas has 
more than 30 years of experi-
ence as a journalist. She has 
held editorial and management 
positions at numerous weekly 
and daily newspapers through-
out Connecticut, including 
The Litchfield County Times, 
Housatonic Publications and 
the Republican-American. In 
addition, Aleksinas was hired 
as Publications Manager for 
hibu, Inc., based in King of 
Prussia, Pa., where she was re-
sponsible for the start-up, edi-
torial content and layout of five 
monthly, hyper-local commu-
nity magazines in Connecticut.

Prior to assuming her new 
role at The Lakeville Journal, 
Aleksinas was the Assistant 
Worksite Manager for the 
nonprofit LARC (The Arc of 
Litchfield County, Inc.) in 
Torrington, where her pri-
mary responsibilities includ-
ed community outreach and 
competitive job placement for 
individuals in the agency’s Vo-

cational Program.
“I am excited to join the 

talented and dedicated staff 
at The Lakeville Journal and 
look forward to continuing 
the newspaper’s longstanding 
tradition of journalistic excel-
lence,” said Aleksinas. “Over 
the years I have developed a 
deep appreciation and passion 
for community journalism and 
its role in informing, engaging 
and entertaining readers. As 
editor of The Lakeville Jour-
nal, my goal is to balance what 
readers want to know with in-
formation that they might not 
necessarily anticipate but need 
to know.” 

Aleksinas can be reached at 
debraa@lakevillejournal.com, 
or at 860-435-9873, ext. 605. 
Hochswender can be reached 
at cynthiah@lakevillejournal.
com, or at 860-672-5117. 

See the editorial on the 
opinion page this week for 
more on this topic.

— Janet Manko

parks have an estimated 13 
million visitors yearly, he 
continued, including 280,000 
campers.

(Housatonic Meadows has 
two areas, both along Route 
7: a campground and a multi-
ple-use area.)

He said the parks have expe-
rienced “significant increases” 
in visitation in the two years 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Housatonic Meadows in par-
ticular.

Taylor said there have been 
injuries and deaths because of 
failing trees in state parks. Re-
cently two trees at Housatonic 
Meadows failed; one fell into 
the parking lot.

Since 2018, the state has 
removed some 18,000 trees 
deemed hazards, with a focus 
on high-use areas.

DEEP developed a set of 
criteria for identifying hazard 
trees. Once identified, they are 
removed. The process does not 
include public notification. 
Both Trumble and Taylor said 
that in the future public notice 
would be included in the pro-
cess.

A refined process  
for next cut

Christopher Martin from 
DEEP’s forestry division said 
the map of trees slated for re-
moval at Housatonic Meadows 
was reviewed after the outcry 
when the initial cuts were 
made. Some of the remaining 
trees will remain, some desig-
nated for pruning rather than 
removal, and some will still be 
removed.

The revised plan for the day 
use area is to prune 16 pines, 
save two more without any 
treatment, and to remove 66. 
For hardwood trees, of which 
56 were removed in Novem-
ber, seven will be saved with-
out treatment, and nine more 
removed.

Martin said oaks and oth-
er trees are at risk from gypsy 
moth infestation; white pines 
are in similar danger from the 

white pine weevil.
A white oak at the camp-

ground, which is something of 
a landmark, is struggling, Mar-
tin said. “We’re going to wait 
and see what happens.”

DEEP plans to fix up Housa-
tonic Meadows, Rick Jacobsen 
from the Bureau of Natural Re-
sources said. 

He said the high bank along 
the river, where the oaks were, 
is not in need of “intrusive sta-
bilization.”

He said the greatest source 
of erosion is “unsustainable 
footpaths” leading down to the 
river, formed over the decades 
by anglers and others.

A relatively easy fix is to 
add large rocks to these paths 
to serve as steps.

Trumble wrapped up 
DEEP’s presentation by reiter-
ating the agency’s concern with 
public safety.

He said DEEP will remove 
the trees still designated as 
hazards.

Apology for poor  
communications

He said DEEP’s internal 
communications were not 
good. “Fisheries had concerns 
that didn’t get addressed,” he 
cited as an example.

External (i.e. public) com-
munications were poor as well, 
he continued.

He reiterated that the cur-
rent process has no public no-
tification provision. “That has 
to change.”

He said DEEP will develop 
guidelines and notify the public 
in advance of any large-scale 
removal of trees.

Trumble also said DEEP 
would improve communica-
tions with local organizations 
such as the Housatonic Valley 
Association and the Housaton-
ic River Commission.

Public comment then be-
gan, with a question from state 
Rep. Maria Horn (D-64), who 
wanted to know who reviews 
the field reports and recom-
mendations on hazard trees.

Horn was interrupted by the 
meeting moderator, DEEP’s 
Janice DeShais, who said the 
meeting was an opportuni-
ty for DEEP officials to get 
public comments, not a ques-
tion-and-answer session.

Trumble answered the ques-
tion anyway, saying he didn’t 
think there was much of a re-
view. “This is an area where we 
could improve.”

Request for  
a moratorium

Michael Nadeau, a resident 
of Sharon and a retired arbor-
ist, said he and his group, the 
Housatonic Meadows Preser-
vation Action Group, wanted 
a moratorium on tree cutting, 
a comprehensive restoration 
plan and better communica-
tions from DEEP. 

He said he wanted to “pre-
serve, not remove, heritage 
trees” and noted that pruning 
is less expensive than removal.

Tom Zetterstrom of North 
Canaan agreed with Nadeau 
and added that he has been in-
volved for four years in a proj-
ect to control invasive plants 
along the river by the historic 
Covered Bridge between Sha-
ron and West Cornwall. 

He asked that DEEP reach 
out to him when it develops 
a plan to deal with invasives. 
Zetterstrom, a well-known area 
tree expert, was founder of Elm 
Watch, dedicated to protecting 
the remaining elm trees in the 
region, most of which had been 
killed by disease. 

He also asked that DEEP’s 
process of assessment of hazard 
trees be expanded outside the 
agency, to include arborists.

Peter Del Tredici of Corn-
wall asked, if public safety 
was the primary concern, why 
didn’t DEEP simply move the 
picnic tables away from the oak 
trees?

State Sen. Craig Miner (R-
30), who filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request for 
documents relating to the tree 
cutting, said he could see how 

DEEP needs to respond to 
problems with individual trees. 
“But this is an extraordinary 
amount of work.”

Tim Abbott from the 
Housatonic Valley Association 
urged that DEEP adopt “a more 
holistic” approach to the state 
parks and forests.

“Ask ‘what are we managing 
for?’”

A commenter urged that 
arborists, not DEEP forest-
ers, make the decisions about 
which trees need to go; one 
person wondered what hap-
pened to the harvested wood 
from Housatonic Meadows; 
one said DEEP has credibility 
problems and urged the agency 
not to cut any additional trees 
until the situation at the park is 
better understood; one person 
said the agency should take a 
“first do no harm” approach.

Protests planned
In the days following the 

Jan. 6 meeting, members of the 
Housatonic Meadows Preser-
vation Action Group were 
active on email, planning pro-
tests and discussing the state’s 
intentions. 

The group noted that snow 
had been plowed in the Housa-
tonic Meadows parking lot and 
they anticipated that this meant 
that 66 pines slated for removal 
would be cut down as early as 
Saturday morning.

By Monday morning, Jan. 
10, no tree work had begun 
but members of the group had 
confirmed that DEEP would 
not grant them a moratorium 
on the cutting. 

An attorney was approached 
to see if there could be a tem-
porary hold imposed on the 
timber cutting (the attorney 
declined to represent the 
group). And another protest 
was planned for Tuesday, Jan. 
11, when it was anticipated that 
tree cutting would begin. 

The group described them-
selves as nice people who are 
prepared to be arrested for try-
ing to protect the pines.

could not be reached for com-
ment this week about wheth-
er Sharon will accept new 
COVID-positive patients.

Sanctions for refusing  
admissions ‘very vague’
The two-page guidance 

letter from DPH outlined 
expectations for “safe and 
timely transfer of patients to 
post-acute care after hospital 
discharge” and updated prior 
guidance from Nov. 20 on the 
topic. 

It also mandated that any 
skilled nursing facility unable 
to care for individuals admit-
ted with COVID-19 infection 

should report reasons for their 
inability to do so to the state.

The state has asked hospitals 
to report any skilled nursing 
facility that fails to accept new 
admissions due to COVID-19 
infection status.

As for penalties that a nurs-
ing home might face from the 
DPH for refusing an admission, 
the guidance is unclear on that 
point, said O’Connell. “Could 
they sanction you for some rea-
son? They do have the power to 
apply money penalties, but in 
this case, I don’t know; it seems 
very vague.”

The following property 
transfers were recorded at area 
town halls in 2020-21. 

Salisbury
Dec. 14, 350 Taconic Road 

Lot 3 from Christopher Lancto 
and Kathleen A. Devaney to 
Carmen V. Taton and Jerome 
B. Brown for $600,00; and 67 
Bostwick St. from Reed T. and 
Barton A. Manning to Evan 
Cooper for $275,000

Dec. 15, 36 East Main St. 
from KSF East Main, LLC to 
Amelia O’Brien for $200,000

Dec. 16, Taconic Road from 
Helen L. Kimmel Dispositive 
Trust and Stephen E. Kaufman 
Trust to Charles R. and Karyn 
K. Benoit for $2,000,000; and 
Belgo Road Lot 3B 10.29 from 
Susan Parker Boal and Charles 
S. Mirabile Jr. to Lew and 
Amanda Nash for $375,000; 
and Belgo Road Lot 3C 16.82 
from Garret B. and David 
W. Hannegan Jr. to Lew and 
Amanda Nash for $350,000; 
and 30 Indian Mountain Road 
from Suzanne M. Caporael and 
Bruce H. Murkoff to Ateptaya 
T. Rakpraja for $795,000

Dec. 18, 19 Reservoir Road 
from Sarah Ellen Rindsberg 
to Vithya Truong and Julie 
Moreau-Truong for $375,000

Dec. 21, 242 Millerton Road 
from Christopher Thomas and 
Gina T. Young to Robert and 
Nora Rivkin and Ivy Goodwin 
for $200,000

Dec. 22, 468 Wells Hill Road 
from Douglas J. and David J. 
Fox and Christopher H. Stone 
to Kristina V. and Zachary E. 
Fink for $210,000

Dec. 28, 191 Interlaken 
Road from Anzel Properties, 
LLC to Michael D. Potter for 
$750,000

Dec. 29, 105 Interlaken 
Road from 105 Interlaken 
Road, LLC to Richard G. and 
Madlyn Gleich Primoff for 
$2,150,000

Jan. 5, 334 Undermountain 
Road from Jeffrey I. Gundersen 
and Lorraine White to Rich-
ard L. and Janice L. Donati for 
$1,340,000

Jan. 7, Undermountain 
Road 25 from Helen L. Kimmel 

Dispositive Trust and Stephen 
E. Kaufman Trust to Nicholas 
F. and Lee Findlay Potter for 
$500,000

Jan. 11, 14 Wells Hill Lane 
from Joel S. and Jacqueline 
Tractenberg to James W. and 
Meagan C. Davis for $4,995,000

Jan. 13, 128 Washinee 
Heights Road from Alfred L. 
and Joann Ivry to Jessica B. 
Swartz and Asa C. Davis for 
$789,000

Jan. 21, 97-99 Lincoln City 
Road from Joane Stueve Ingalls 
Revocable Trust to Steven E. 
Ledbetter et al for $660,000; 
and 102 Interlaken Road from 
Dana Jennings Rohn and Fred-
erick Wesley Rohn to Joan 
Stueve Ingalls for $1,107,500

Jan. 22, 36 Rocky Lane from 
Boyce A. Billingsley to John 
James Ball for $675,000

Jan. 27, 23 Walton St. from 
Boyce A. Billingsley to Mari-
celle Denny for $500,000

Jan. 29, 54 Robin Hill Lane 
from John G. Borden Estate to 
54 Robin Hill Lane, LLC for 
$570,000

Feb. 2, 86 Sharon Road from 
Richard L. and Janice L. Donati 
to Moisha K. and Robert Blech-
man for $530,000

Feb. 3, 277 Twin Lakes Road 
from Kimberly Gilman Trust 
and Jeffrey Gelfand Long-
term Trust to Roxane Danset 
and Patrick D. Mahoney for 
$310,000

Feb. 8, Lot 4 Taconic Road 
from Sydney L. Paine to 
McBride Builders, LLC for 
$460,000

Feb. 17, Preston Lane from 
Daniel J. and Kimberly A. 
Kadlec to John Saar and Amy 
Stevens Saar for $10,000; and 
18 Brook St. from Skip Barber 
Properties, LLC to 18 Brook St., 
LLC for $410,000

Feb. 18, Undermountain 
Road 44 from Emkay Farm 
Limited Partnership to Elbow 
Partners, LLC for $600,000

Feb. 22, 82 Indian Cave Road 
from Serena Weld Granbery to 
Samantha Caron-Schuler for 
$775,000

March 8, 62 Reservoir Road 
from Ellen Y. Marcher and Eliz-

abeth H. Yoakum to Matthew 
and Hedi Charde for $260,000

March 15, 29 Preston Lane 
from Terry J. and Melissa A. 
Bellanca to Lindsay and Ian 
Lear-Nickum for $840,000

March 19, 323A Main St. 
from Jacqueline H. and Rodney 
S. Merwin to Women’s Support 
Services, Inc. for $575,000

March 23, 63 Millerton 
Road from Berkshire Corner 
Properties, LLC to Lemon 
Properties, LLC for $525,000

March 25, 15 Library St. 
from James Hendrick to Aidan 
J. Cassidy and Charles L. Teti 
for $715,000

March 29, 31 Millerton 
Road from Lewis Block, LLC 
to Connie A. and Gil A. Ditkoff 
for $600,000

March 30, 485 Twin Lakes 
Road from Frank Piselli to 
Mark J. Hanna and Barbara 
Barron for $735,000

March 31, 37 Old Asylum 
Road from Christine Lambert 
Layton to John Brent Shriver 
and Beth Meehan for $13,000; 
and 9 Ravine Ridge Road 
from Beatrice Vann to Philip 
Raible and Deborah Wolfe for 
$680,000; and Undermountain 
Road from Curtis G. and Susan 
S. Rand to Richard Feiner and 
Annette Stover for $342,000

April 1, 1 Scoville Ore Mine 
Road from Wendy I. Levithan 
and Clark A. Eddy to Jamie T. 
and Darlene M. Murphy for 
$425,000

April 6, 41A Fowler St. from 
Marianne Czernin Estate to 
M&L Properties II, LLC for 
$136,000

April 7, 74 East Main St. 
from Greenfields Maple, LLC to 
Deidre Corcoran for $216,000

April 8, 16 Woodland Drive 
from David M. Soper to Aar-
on and Alycia Zimmerman for 
$475,000

April 9, 130 Taconic Road 
from Helen L. Kimmel Dis-
positive Trust and Andrew 
H. Kaufman Trust to Jon C. 
and Savannah L. Stevenson 
for $7,423,000; and 227 & 229 
Main St. from Shiv Yog Corpo-
ration to O’Connor Hospitality 
Group, LLC for $1,200,000

April 12, 253 Indian Moun-
tain Road from Philip J. Cun-
ningham to Laurie Hess for 
$1,263,000

April 16, Undermountain 
Road from Helen L. Kimmel 
Dispositive Trust and Andrew 
H. Kaufman Trust to Abraham 
Jordan Moskowitz and Nicole 
Rose Petricca for $215,000; 
and 337 Undermountain Road 
from Emkay Farm Limited 
Partnership and 1785 Cor-
poration to Abraham Jordan 
Moskowitz and Nicole Rose for 
$1,085,000

April 19, 59 and 60 Ore Hill 
Road  from Hobart D. and 
Nancy Van Deusen to Joanna 
and Tal Danino for $700,000

April 20, Lime Rock Road 
from Herbert O. Bergdahl II to 
Salisbury Association Incorpo-
rated for $3,500

April 29, 180 Lime Rock 
Road from Edward Harvey et 
al to Olivia Herman and David 
Nuzum for $2,100,000
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COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts & Entertainment

To advertise your event, 
call 860-435-9873  
or email advertising@
lakevillejournal.com

Balanchine and his Influence  
On Ballet in the 20th-Century
Anyone interested in 

classical ballet will 
know the name 

of choreographer George 
Balanchine; even those of 
us who are only familiar at 
a glance with the history 
of dance  at least know 
who he is and understand 
that he was one of the 
towering figures. 

Perhaps as important 
as his artistic vision and 
his choreography is the 
impact he had on ballet 
through his teaching. 

The Moviehouse in 
Millerton, N.Y., offers 
a chance this weekend 
and next weekend to get 
a more intimate under-
standing of who Bal-
anchine was as a person, 
teacher and choreogra-
pher; and to see a per-
formance by the Bolshoi 
Ballet of Balanchine’s 
“Jewels.”

On Sunday, Jan. 16, 
at 1 p.m., there will be a 
screening of a film called 
“In Balanchine’s Class-
room,” directed by balleri-
na Connie Hochman. The 
film includes interviews 
with 90 former Balanchine 
dancers, who share their 
memories of what they 
learned, how they learned 
it and how working with 
the master changed their 

Finding the Joy 
In Aging, With 
Jim Flaherty

Hospitable 
to the core, 
author Jim 

Flaherty has invited 
old friends and new to 
share in his life-affirm-
ing aging philosophy 
and along the way to 
laugh, to nod in rec-
ognition and amuse-
ment, to think, and to 
follow his wise advice. 

The advice packs 
a wallop, cajoling 
readers into rekindling 
latent energy and 
applying it to whatever 
large or small passion 
awaits.

This little book has 
a long title: “Dear Old 
Friends: A loving re-
minder the band won’t 
stop playing till you 
stop dancing.”

It was actually 
written as a memoir 
44 years ago, set aside 
in early middle age 
and forgotten. Fla-
herty (who is now 86) 
recently came across 
the manuscript  and 
realized that its words 
speak to his older 
self — and should be 
shared with others 
who had matured 
along with him. 

The result is a 
readable stroll through 
decades of valued 
friendships, first with 
personalities who were 
decades older than he, 
and later with progres-
sively younger friends 
who listen well to his 
86 years of positive 
warmth and wisdom.

The book will no 
doubt sell well, if for 
no other reason than 
that Flaherty has had 
so many friends and 
acquaintances in the 
region through the 
years. Many of those 
bonds were formed 
during the decades 
during which he 
and his late partner, 
Bob Skibsted, trans-

formed the historic 
Troutbeck estate in 
Amenia, N.Y., into a  
resort hotel complex 
known for fine din-
ing and comfortable 
traditionally furnished 
rooms. The downstairs 
rooms include multi-
ple fireplaces, a cozy 
library, stone walls, 
indoor and outdoor 
swimming pools and 
acres of trails, many of 
them winding through 
exquisitely landscaped 
grounds. Troutbeck 
was sold in 2016 to 
Alexandra, Anthony, 
and Charlie Champali-
maud — leaving Fla-
herty at last with some 
time to polish up the 
chapters and share his 
book with the world.

Flaherty peppers 
the manuscript with 
aphorisms — serious 
and humorous gems 
that he has collected 
over the years. It all 
adds up to a satisfying 
jaunt through many 
golden years.

This book teaches 
readers that growing 
old can be instructive 
and even rather funny. 
Made so attractive, 
growing older may be 
something readers will 
want to try for them-
selves, maybe discov-
ering something new 
along the way. Why 
not?

This deeply and 
literally friendly book 
is available on Amazon 
and Kindle. 

Jim Flaherty will talk 
about his book, “Dear 
Old Friends: A loving 
reminder the band 
won’t stop playing till 
you stop dancing,” in 
a Zoom presentation 
hosted by Noble Hori-
zons on Saturday, Jan. 
29, at 11 a.m. More in-
formation and a Zoom 
link are available at 
www.noblehorizons.org.

BALLET: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

lives and careers.
Some of the names 

included in the film will be 
familiar to anyone even re-
motely interested in dance 

in the mid to late 20th cen-
tury: Jacques D’Amboise, 
Merill Ashley, Gloria Gov-
rin, Suki Schorer, Edward 
Villella and Heather Watts.

Adding to that, there 
will be a panel discus-
sion after the film led 
by Miriam Mahdaviani, 
who danced for the New 
York City Ballet under the 
direction of Balanchine, 
Jerome Robbins and Peter 
Martins. She will be joined 
by John Meehan, who was 
a principal dancer and is 
professor of dance and 
director of Vassar Reper-
tory Dance Theatre as well 
as Frances Daly Fergusson 
Chair in the Humanities 
at Vassar College; Peter 
Naumann who is also 
a former New York City 
Ballet principal, chore-
ographer and is current 
Ballet Master at New Palz 
Ballet Theater; and Lisa 
Chalmers-Naumann, who 
was a Balanchine protegée, 
a former New York City 
Ballet principal and is now 
Ballet Mistress at New Palz 
Ballet Theater.

All this leads up to the 
performance, “captured 
live,” of “Jewels,” choreo-
graphed by Balanchine 
and featuring the music 
of Fauré, Stravinsky and 
Tchaikovsky. That perfor-
mance on Sunday, Jan. 23, 
begins at 12:55 p.m.

For more information 
and to order tickets, go to 
www.themoviehouse.net.

PHOTO OF POSTER

The Moviehouse in Millerton, N.Y., combines  
a screening of “In Balanchine’s Classroom”  
with a panel discussion with former 
Balanchine dancers, and then a Bolshoi Ballet  
performance of “Jewels,” on Jan. 16 and 23. 
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Jim Flaherty, the man who rescued  
Troutbeck from decades of neglect in  
the mid 1970s, has now written a memoir  
that finds the fun in growing older.

LOCAL AUTHOR: LEILA HAWKEN

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.
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The Kent Memorial Library begins its centennial 
celebration with a history presentation on Jan. 29.

BRINGING TO LIFE  
THE HISTORY OF  
A CENTURY-OLD LIBRARY

The Kent Library As-
sociation in Kent, Conn., 
begins the celebration of 
its 100th birthday with the 
staged reading of “Bricks 
and Books: A Dramatized 
History of the Kent Memo-
rial Library,” on Saturday, 
Jan. 29, at 6 p.m. in the St. 
Andrew’s parish hall in 
Kent.

The story begins in the 
1880s and continues up 

through the dedication 
of the library building on 
Nov. 11, 1925. It comes 
alive with diary excerpts 
and personal reminis-
cences from early mem-
bers of the Library Asso-
ciation, letters from the 
period (including one from 
a president of the United 
States) and more. 

Six readers will bring 
the creation of the library 
to life and talk about 
important figures from the 
town’s history including  
Orinda Pratt and Helen 
Roberts Bull. 

The reading was com-
piled and written by 
Georgianne Ensign Kent 
and will be directed by 
Jane Farnol. There will be 
a reception following the 
show, with light refresh-
ments. 

Proof of vaccination is 
required for attendance, 
and audience members 
are required to wear 
masks; register in advance 
at the library website at 
www.kentmemoriallibrary.
org. The snow date is Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m. 
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ADVERTISE 
IN COMPASS
To advertise your 
event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, 
call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@
lakevillejournal.com

Send items to calendar@lakevillejournal.com. All entries  
can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/events-calendar. 

TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

 ART
The Clark Art Museum, 225 

South St., Williamstown, Mass. 
www.clarkart.edu
DRAWING CLOSER: SNOW 
DAY, Jan. 14, 11 a.m. to 
noon.

Norman Rockwell Museum, 
9 Glendale Road, Stockbridge, 
Mass. www.nrm.org
VIRTUAL PROGRAM – 
Martin Luther King Jr Day 
– Imprinted: Illustrating 
Race, Jan. 17, 1 to 2 p.m. 
(online).

 BOOKS
Hotchkiss Library of 

Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. www.
hotchkisslibrary.org
American History Book 
Club: A Passion for Nature: 
The Life of John Muir by 
Donald Worster, Jan. 19, 10 
to 11 a.m. (online).

The Institute for American 
Indian Studies Museum & 
Research Center, 38 Curtis 
Road, Washington, Conn. www.
iaismuseum.org
As They Speak: Native 
Voices in Today’s Literature 
– Virtual Book Club, Jan. 
26, 7 to 8 p.m. (online).

Oblong Books & Music, 26 
Main St., Millerton, N.Y. www.
oblongbooks.com
Oblong Online: Brett 
Bevell, HEALING 
RACISM WITHIN: A 
LIGHTWORKER’S GUIDE, 
Jan. 20, 7 p.m. (online). 
Movies

 KIDS
Kent Memorial Library, 32 

N. Main St., Kent, Conn. www.
kentmemoriallibrary.org 
TAB & Book Club, Jan. 19, 
12:30 p.m.

Oblong Books & Music, 26 
Main St., Millerton, N.Y. www.
oblongbooks.com
Virtual School Visit & Book 
Launch: Nancy F. Castaldo, 
WHEN THE WORLD RUNS 
DRY: Earth’s Water in 
Crisis, Jan. 18, 9 a.m

 MOVIES
Gilson Cafe & Cinema, 354 

Main St., Winsted, Conn. www.
gilsoncafecinema.com 
Spider-Man: No Way Home, 
playing through Jan. 15.

The Moviehouse, 48 Main 
St., Millerton, N.Y. www.
themoviehouse.net
In Balanchine’s Classroom, 
Jan. 16, 1 p.m.

 MUSIC
The Clark Art Museum, 225 

South St., Williamstown, Mass. 
www.clarkart.edu 
I/O ENSEMBLE 
PERFORMANCE, Jan. 
13, 4 to 5 p.m.; I/O 
FEST FEATURING 
JACQUELINE KERROD, 
Jan. 14, 4 to 5 p.m.; I/O 
FEST FEATURING THE 
BLACKBOX ENSEMBLE, 
Jan. 15, 3 to 4 p.m.; I/O 
FEST 2022: THE MUSIC OF 
NOW, Jan. 16, 1 to 2 p.m. 
and 4 to 5 p.m.

Close Encounters With 
Music, Great Barrington, Mass. 
www.cewm.org
Folk and Baroque Concert, 
Feb. 26, 6 to 7:45 p.m.

 TALKS
The Cornwall Library, 30 

Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. www.
cornwalllibrary.org 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. AND 
CONNECTICUT BLACK 
HISTORY WITH JEREMY 
BRECHER, Jan. 17, 4 to 5 
p.m. (online).

Norfolk Library, 9 Greenwoods 
Road East, Norfolk, Conn. www.
norfolklibrary.org 
Dianne Pierce: Thomas 
Jefferson and Slavery at 
Monticello, Jan. 13, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. (online).

 THEATER
Mahaiwe Performing Arts 

Center, 14 Castle St., Great 
Barrington, Mass. www.mahaiwe.
org 
SCOTT EYERLY’S VIRTUAL 
MET OPERA LECTURE: 
VERDI’S RIGOLETTO, Jan. 
27, 5:30 p.m. (online).

A Show of Work by a 
Pioneer of Computer Art

Bill Gates famously 
was an early user of 
computer technol-

ogy. He taught himself to 
program and went on to 
become one of the richest 
men in the world by creat-
ing Microsoft. 

Mark Wilson took a dif-
ferent direction along the 
same path. He also taught 
himself to write computer 
software at a young age, 
and became a pioneer of 
digital art. 

Wilson’s work isn’t real-
ly of the NFT variety that 
we hear so much about 
today. 

His work is created by 
writing software that com-
bines a creation of random 
patterns (the patterns 
he uses often look like a 
computer motherboard of 
tiny circuits) with his own 
tastes and judgment as an 
artist. 

The images are printed 
on canvas using  large-for-
mat archival ink jet print-
ers.  

A native of Oregon, Wil-
son has lived and worked 
for many years in West 
Cornwall, Conn. There is 
now a show of his work 
on display at the Cornwall 
Library, which opened Jan. 
8 and remains up until 
Feb. 19. 

The show is called 
“Mutable by Mark Wilson.” 
The library hours, infor-
mation on the exhibit, and 
COVID-19 protocols can 
be found online at https://
cornwalllibrary.org/art-ex-
hibits.

ART: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

PHOTO COURTESY MARK WILSON

The ink-on-canvas work  “m1174” by  
Mark Wilson is included in his exhibition  
at the Cornwall Library, “Mutable.”

Bringing Rex Brasher’s Watercolors of Birds Back to Life
BIRDS: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

He had already made up his mind at age 8 that 
he would paint every bird in North America, a 
goal that he reached by the end of his life.

The people we most 
admire can some-
times do things that 

deeply disappoint us. Such 
is the case for many orni-
thologists, who have had 
to balance their admira-
tion for the bird paintings 
of John James Audubon 
with his racism and other 
offenses.

As a young boy, Rex 
Brasher was disappointed 
by Audubon for another 
reason: He and his father 
had traveled to see the 
great nature painter, who 
had granted them “an 
audience.” 

When father and son 
arrived, they were told that 
Audubon would not see 
them after all, because he 
was too busy. According 
to legend, the young Rex 

Brasher poked his head 
through a door and saw 
Audubon at work, paint-
ing a dead bird hanging 
from the ceiling. At that 
moment, according to 
the biographical sketch at 
www.rexbrasher.org/life, 
“Rex resolved to be better 
than Audubon.”

He had already made 
up his mind at age 8 that 
he would paint every bird 
in North America, a goal 
that he reached by the end 
of his life. Brashers was 
born in Brooklyn, N.Y., but 
traveled all over the world, 
living what his website 
calls “a colorful life.” 

In 1911 he bought a 150-
acre farm in Kent, Conn., 
and named it Chickadee 
Valley. Different histories 
of Brasher’s life describe 

several residences and 
it’s not completely clear 
whether they’re all the 
same property or not. But 
the Rex Brasher website 
says he had a 116 acre 
property in the hamlet 
of Amenia, N.Y., called 
Wassaic (there is a map of 
the property at the web-
site); and a biography of 
the painter says he died at 
his home in Gaylordsville, 
which is a town on the 
southern end of Kent.

At any rate, from his 
home in the Tri-state 
region, Brasher contin-

ued to dedicate his life to 
painting every bird on the 
continent — and reached 
his goal in 1924, with 874 
watercolors that met his 
exacting standards.

Not that anyone is keep-
ing track, but Audubon 
only completed paintings 
of 489 species. And while 
Audubon painted birds 
that were “posed” (pre-
sumably post-mortem), 
Brasher painted his in the 
wild, using extensive notes 
about the birds and their 
habitats.

He also wrote text to 

accompany his drawings. 
Hoping to gain a wider 
audience for his work, he 
published the text and 
watercolors in a 12-volume 
book called “Birds and 
Trees of North America.”

Brasher sold the entire 
collection to the state 
of Connecticut in 1941, 
expecting that the state 
would build a museum 
to house and display his 
work. World War II put 
an end to those hopes; 
eventually the University of 
Connecticut took owner-
ship of Brasher’s work. It is 

now stored at the Thomas 
J. Dodd Research Center in 
Storrs; the entire collec-
tion is rarely seen.

The painter had two 
great-nieces, Melode (who 
died in 2019) and Debo-
rah (who died in February 
2021 at the age of 84). The 
sisters had lived at Chicka-
dee Hill as young girls and 
again at the end of their 
lives, and they were found-
ing members of the Rex 
Brasher Association. 

The nonprofit is based 
in Kent, and last year be-
gan a task almost as epic 
as the actual painting of all 
those birds: Its members 
are digitizing every part of 
the 12-volume “Birds and 
Trees of North America.” 
When it’s completed, the 
pages will be available 
online. As one can imag-
ine, this is expensive work. 
The association is seeking 
donations, which can be 
made at the website (www.
rexbrasher.org).   

IMAGES FROM REX BRASHER ASSOCIATION

At The 
Movies

SCAN HERE 
FOR SHOWTIMES 

& TICKETS 

FRI 01/14 > THURS 01/20 518.789.0022      themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

BOOK A PRIVATE EVENT IN OUR SCREENING 
LOUNGE - SEE A CURRENT OR FAVORITE 

MOVIE. GET TOGETHER WITH 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY FOR A BIRTHDAY 

PARTY OR CELEBRATION.

email: info@themoviehouse.net

SCREENING + Q&A
IN BALANCHINE'S

CLASSROOM
Sunday

January 16
@ 1:00 PM

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

1/14, 15, 16, 19, 20
“SPIDER-MAN:  

NO WAY HOME” PG-13
“LICORICE PIZZA” R

7:00 pm
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January ice

Welcome to a 
new era for The 
Lakeville Journal
This week marks a new beginning for The Lakev-

ille Journal, with one of its longest-term editors 
in its history stepping back from editing its news 

pages. (See article, front page.) Executive Editor Cynthia 
Hochswender has edited The Lakeville Journal since 2005 
with professionalism, aplomb and style that is visible on 
every page and in every story. She has continued writing 
many of the articles that appeared on these pages, and 
edited those that were written by other reporters and 
correspondents. 

Now, she will act as editor of the Compass arts and 
entertainment weekly publication, as well as some special 
sections over the course of the year. For that, the company 
is grateful and glad.

Hochswender’s influence on the coverage presented 
to our readers since 2005, and really since 1999 when 
she came on as a Lakeville Journal reporter, cannot be 
overestimated. Her enthusiasm and curiosity about the 
region covered by this newspaper has never waned in all 
that time, an achievement few could match. Her leader-
ship through tough financial times and the worldwide 
pandemic, most recently, affected the ability of this pub-
lication to survive and now, to thrive. Her tenure brings 
to mind that of the late editor Ann Hoskins, who took on 
The Lakeville Journal while she and her husband, Stewart, 
owned the paper during the 1940s and 1950s. Hochsw-
ender leaves The Lakeville Journal strong and vibrant for 
the next editor. For that, she has the company’s profound 
gratitude and awe. 

The reins are being handed by Hochswender to her 
colleague since 2018, Debra Aleksinas, as described in 
this week’s front page article. This transition will be made 
smoother because Aleksinas understands the coverage 
and the area, and has unwavering journalistic instincts. 
Hochswender and the Journal believe strongly Aleksinas 
is the best person to continue the tradition of responsible 
and relevant local community journalism for which The 
Lakeville Journal is known and valued. 

Thank you to Cynthia for her monumental contribu-
tions to this community publication over so many years. 
And welcome to Debra with best wishes for success and 
the hope that she will enjoy her work as much as Hochsw-
ender has, and we all do every week.

Keep your attention on Compass to keep track of Cyn-
thia’s latest interests, and follow the news pages to see how 
Aleksinas and her reporters continue the legacy. 

Parking is being seriously discussed
On behalf of the Salisbury 

Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion, I am responding to the 
editorial in last week’s Lakev-
ille Journal implying that the 
Commission created a problem 
“now in need of immediate at-
tention” by failing to consider 
parking in our approval of a 
restaurant in the old firehouse.  
The writer makes comparisons 
between our parking delibera-
tions at Holley Block and the 
firehouse, stating that there 
was only “peripheral discus-
sion [of parking] and no solu-
tion defined” in reviewing the 
restaurant.  

However, on page A4 of 
the same issue of the LJ, Pat-
rick Sullivan reported on the 
conversion of the firehouse 
to restaurant use stating that 
“much of the discussion during 
the public hearing and com-
mission deliberations cen-
tered on parking.”  This was 

not a “peripheral discussion,” 
but rather a thoughtful delib-
eration focused principally on 
parking that spanned multiple 
hearings.

The editorial concludes that 
“now is the time to solve park-
ing in Lakeville.”  Those who 
have been following the work 
of the Commission know we 
have been discussing solutions 
to this problem at public meet-
ings since early 2021.  We have 
defined the need for a compre-
hensive study and action plan 
to address not only parking, 
but traffic patterns, as well as 
pedestrian access (walk-abil-
ity) and safety in downtown 
Lakeville.  It has taken time to 
identify both funding sourc-
es and potential consultants, 
and to get buy-in from various 
stakeholders for the expansive 
scope of this study. 

There are many opportuni-
ties to creatively increase park-

ing in Lakeville and to address 
traffic circulation, while simul-
taneously improving efficiency 
and safety (including eliminat-
ing recurrent damage caused 
by delivery trucks clipping the 
historical CNE station).   But as 
important as vehicular parking 
and circulation is to the vitality 
of Lakeville, is the urgent need 
to address pedestrian access 
and safety.  

Our goal is to have a draft 
RFP (Request for Proposals) 
completed and presented to 
the entire Commission for 
discussion at our Jan. 18 meet-
ing.  Once the RFP has been 
approved and finalized it will 
be sent out to a number of con-
sulting firms that have exper-
tise in these planning issues. 

Michael W. Klemens, PhD
Chairman, Salisbury Plan-

ning and Zoning Commission
Salisbury

100 years ago — January 
1922

SALISBURY — Lester 
Hoysradt has sold his Franklin 
roadster to Charles Benjamin.

One of Salisbury’s oldest 
residents, Mr. Alexander Suy-
dam, died early Friday morn-
ing at his home of infirmities 
due to his advanced years. Mr. 
Suydam was born in the town 
of Canaan Nov. 16, 1834, and 
was the son of the late Saluman 
and Sophronia Suydam, who 
during his childhood moved 
to the Weataug district to the 
farm near the present power 
house of the Conn. Power Co. 

LIME ROCK — Everyone 
is having their ice house filled 
this week.

On January 1st the 
Eggleston Brothers assumed 
the management of the garage 
business formerly conducted 
by Miss Jennie Smith.

Members of the Salisbury 
League of Women Voters will 
hold a food sale on Friday af-
ternoon, Jan. 20th. The Con-
necticut Power Co. have kindly 
offered a window in their office 
for the sale.

50 years ago — January 1972
Connecticut State Fish and 

Game authorities hope to stock 
alewives in Lake Wononsco-
pomuc in Lakeville next spring 
and will consider building a 
new screen to prevent trout 
from escaping.

North Canaan’s role as in-
dustrial and commercial center 
for the Northwest Corner has 
not spared the town special 
problems of financial hard-
ship. Among these are low in-
come and some unemployment 
among the town’s relatively 
large number of unskilled or 
semi-skilled workers; the lack 
of a resident physician, and 
the growing need for housing 
for the elderly — housing now 
contemplated by the North Ca-
naan Housing Authority.

A bad break in a water main 
on Indian Mountain Road late 
Sunday afternoon caused a fail-
ure in water pressure there, 
from the intersection with Mil-
lerton Road all the way up to 
Indian Mountain School. It also 
lowered the pressure somewhat 
over most of Lakeville, before it 
was repaired about 9 p.m.

Quiet reigns now at the U.S. 
Gypsum Company plant on 
Sand Road in Falls Village. The 
lime quarry and crushing plant 
closed down Dec. 31. The prop-
erty and equipment are for sale. 
The closing meant the loss of 20 
jobs to the local economy. U.S 
Gypsum shut down the plant 
rather than invest the cost of 
new pollution control devices 
required by the state. The firm 

Think of those around you: get the jab
It is often expedient to 

blame the government for ev-
erything that’s wrong at any 
given moment, with the guy in 
the White House offering the 
most convenient target.

Having just visited the U.K., 
I thought I should share my ex-
perience there so that we can 
better understand what is going 
on elsewhere.

The Conservative govern-
ment in the U.K. is considered 
to be failing miserably.  Citi-
zens are complaining about 
runaway inflation, restaurants 
unable to find staff and a lack of 

truck drivers has resulted in a 
supply chain breakdown. Heat-
ed discussions about vaccines, 
lockdowns and a crippled 
healthcare system are topics 
frequently discussed.  (Ap-
parently, our very own United 
Healthcare is trying to destroy 
the NHS and take over health-
care in Britain.) Disastrous for 
the British.

So whether a Democratic or 
Conservative government is in 
charge doesn’t change who the 
real culprit is.  It’s COVID-19.  
It is wreaking havoc every-
where it goes, and that is ev-

erywhere.
Please stop pointing fingers 

at people who are trying to help 
and are doing what’s necessary 
to the best of their ability. We 
will never rid ourselves of this 
demon virus and its variants 
until everyone gets vaccinated. 

Be a responsible citizen of 
this world and do your part. 
Get the jab!  

In the meantime, wear 
your mask and social distance. 
Wearing a mask is not a diffi-
cult task.  

Sherie Berk
Sharon

Appreciation for our local heroes
Huge kudos and a low 

bow (rhymes with “how”, not 
“know”) of gratitude to the 
ladies and gentlemen of the 
Sharon Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

Once again, they have 
shown the depth of their com-
mitment to serving our town. 
On Saturday, Jan. 8, they stood 
out in 9-degree weather to 
hand out free COVID at-home 
tests — AND N95 masks. 

They gave the citizens the 

right to sit in their warm cars 
and drive through while the 
volunteers froze their joints 
walking around making sure 
everything was well-organized 
and efficient. At precisely the 
announced time, they start-
ed moving cars through and 
handing out these vital sup-
plies with smiles and good 
cheer (while I feel sure their 
bones were begging them to 
get inside). 

It’s just another example of 

the outstanding service these 
local heroes perform for our 
community. We all owe them 
a huge debt of gratitude. 

Nat Benchley 
Sharon

Some inspiration for a 
good start to the new year

As we drive home at night, it warms our hearts to see the clear 
white lights on the majestic evergreen on the lawn of the lovely 
White Hart Inn. This beautifully lit tree stands as a beacon of 
light, warmth and hope as we enter 2022.

This year we’ve been reminded of a poem quoted by King 
George VI in a speech during the dark hours of World War II. 
May we all walk in peace this New Year remembering these words.  

“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.
And he replied:
Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand 

of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known 

way.”
Newt and Barbara Schoenly

Salisbury

Where will all our 
garbage go?
The trash disposal situation for Northwest Corner 

towns has only gotten more dire this year and the 
reasons for that are sadly outside the town leaders’ 

control. As covered throughout the process in this news-
paper, including last week in a “Looking back” article by 
Senior Reporter Patrick Sullivan, the Materials Innova-
tion and Recycling Authority (MIRA) in Hartford that 
has taken the region’s solid waste for years will be shut 
down in July 2022. 

It’s hard to swallow when the towns here have put so 
much money and energy into their trash and recycling 
facilities, especially the Salisbury-Sharon Transfer Station 
that was finally completed and opened in October 2020 
after 25 years of disputes and controversy complicated the 
process. Residents in the Northwest Corner have general-
ly been highly committed to recycling responsibly. Towns 
here have won awards for their approaches to recycling, 
but individual municipalities, 49 of which are served by 
the MIRA facility, can only affect the beginning of the 
process. Without a good ending to remediating trash and 
recycling, the efforts at the beginning of the chain have 
little or no effect. 

The state Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) rejected the $330 million proposal 
to redevelop the facility, disappointingly. What better 
investment in the state’s longterm health than finding a 
way to remediate its solid waste within its borders? The 
alternative, which has been offered by the state as the only 
option right now, has been adopted by all the Northwest 
Corner towns except Falls Village, Cornwall and Sharon. 

The alternative is that our solid waste will be shipped 
out of state and likely burned at its final destination. So 
the negative effects for the environment are multifold: the 
transportation of the stuff will mean adding burned fuel 
to the atmosphere, the garbage that is burned or perhaps 
buried in its new locale will only cause longterm prob-
lems for that location. 

While the DEEP is trying to come up with some 
other solution as a real plan, as Sullivan pointed out in 
his article last week, if there is no legislative mandate 
that requires the state to take care of its own solid waste, 
it becomes difficult or impossible to find the money to 
accomplish it. This is a plea to our legislators to act on 
this critical need, and pass laws that can create a path for 
funding to redevelop or build facilities that will do what 
the MIRA facility did: burning solid waste and converting 
it to electricity.

Otherwise, what happens when the next facility fails? 
There are four more in the state that are at full capaci-
ty, never a recipe for longterm viability without serious 
maintenance and restoration as necessary. Does Con-
necticut want to become a state that depends on the 
willingness of other states to take all of its garbage? That 
would be indefensible and wrong. 

Continued next page
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
Recently the question has come 
up in ongoing real estate deals of 
how to handle the issue of buried 
oil tanks. Many of these tanks have 
been decommissioned or removed 
in accordance with the earlier 
guidelines. For a buyer, the best 
practice is to insist on documented 
soil tests con� rming that the site 
is clean and has no contamination. 
Otherwise the risk shifts to the 
buyer and the issue will come up 
again when it is their turn to sell the 
property. It is important to know that 
the owner of the residential property 
is solely responsible for the costs 
of any cleanups required. For more 
information, please visit this page 
at CTDEEP:  https://portal.ct.gov/
DEEP/Underground-Storage-Tanks/
UST-Clean-Up/UST-Clean-Up. ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Ideas For Us
Tom Shachtman

Hidden 
Histories
Helen Klein Ross

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

More letters previous page.

The Empty Chair
The empty chair
To Lee Ann, Pat, Ron and Jim,
Will never seem the same.
For this is where
Elliot would sit
And join in banter game.
Elizabeth, Arthur John,
Oogie and all
Wan in smile to dampened stare
Recall …
As eyes fall
Upon the empty chair.

Patricia Moore
Lakeville

Likes the amount 
of news, but not the 
grammar

Congratulations to your staff. The Jan. 6 edition actually con-
tained lots of news. Job well done. One writer did misuse “us” 
instead of “we” but then good grammar is kind of out of vogue.

Craig E. Toensing
Falls Village

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

placed the cost of these devices at $39,000.

Boy Scouts of Troop 33 went on a hike and camp out on Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 8 and 9, to 
Meeker Town on Canaan Mountain. About 15 boys went along with Scoutmaster Richard Byrne 
and his assistants Duncan Denny, Bob Cook and Dale Merrill. This has been the largest turnout 
for a camp out that the scouts have had.

Jack Phelps, 15, of East Canaan, took second place Saturday in the Junior A class of the Torger 
Tokle ski jump tournament at Bear Mountain, N.Y. He represented the Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association.

25 years ago — January 1997
CORNWALL — Harriet Lydia Clark, teacher, legislator and lifelong member of the Cornwall 

community, died Jan. 7 at the Sharon Health Care Center. She was 102 years old. 

LAKEVILLE — Local physician Dr. Peter Gott, a nationally syndicated columnist featured 
in The Lakeville Journal, was the subject of an acrostic puzzle in The New York Times Sunday 
magazine last weekend. The acrostic by Thomas H. Middleton in the Jan. 5 edition of the wide-
ly-circulated magazine challenged readers to solve a word puzzle that made reference to Dr. Gott 
and his 1986 book “No House Calls.” The gist of the puzzle was that physicians’ waiting rooms 
are aptly named because patients wait at their own expense. “I’m honored to be the subject of a 
New York Times acrostic again,” Dr. Gott said Tuesday. “I always thought of myself as a puzzle 
anyway.” The Lakeville physician was previously featured in a New York Times acrostic in 1988. 
His book is now out of print.

In an area where businesses tend to come and go, Community Lumber and Hardware has been 
around a long, long time. This week, it lost its president with the death of Michael Turnure, who 
had been at the helm for the past 25 years. 

SHARON — For the last 13 years, the Sharon Volunteer Fire Department has been raising 
money for needy families with Fred Amerighi’s famous spaghetti suppers. Mr. Amerighi passed 
away last year, but the tradition continues as the volunteers prepare for another fund-raising din-
ner Jan. 18 at the Sharon Center School. And as firefighter George Holst-Grubbe said this week, 
“Fred’s spirit will be in the sauce.”

These items were taken from The Lakeville Journal archives at Salisbury’s Scoville Memorial 
Library, keeping the original wording intact as possible.

Continued from previous page

The Northwest Corner’s Ice 
Age: ‘Brutal hard work’
At the turn of the other 

century, when our na-
tion’s second-largest 

export was ice, behind cotton, 
our area was (literally) on the 
cutting edge of the industry, 
filling boxcars with ice bound 
for New York City and points 
south as far as Cuba. 

Ice-harvesting boomed here 
from the mid-1800s until the 
1930s, when the discovery of 
Freon made refrigerators com-
monplace.  Before refrigera-
tion, iceboxes kept food fresh 
and (sort of) cold as long as 
icemen came once a week to re-
plenish “cakes” harvested from 
frozen lakes and stored in ice 
houses until needed. 

“Icing was brutal, brutal 
hard work done under the 
worst possible weather condi-
tions,” recalled Paul Rebillard 
in 1987 for the Salisbury Asso-
ciation’s Oral History Project. 
Not only was icing difficult, it 
was perilous. Nearly everyone 
on the crew “went in” at some 
time. Luckily, the day Paul fell 
in, “I had so many clothes on, 
I came up like a cork.” Danger-
ous as it was, the industry pro-
vided welcome employment 
to farmers and others without 
winter work.  

Think you’d be up to the job? 
Pick a nice, cold day and go 
down to the lake with your ice 
auger. You know what that is, 
it looks like a giant corkscrew 
with a wood handle. You better 
be wearing mittens, not gloves, 
or Paul warned you’ll get frost-
bite. He advised wearing felt 
socks inside rubber boots. (LL 
Bean isn’t a thing yet.)  Strap 
on crampons (serrated blades 
that give your boots traction) 
so you won’t slip as you drill a 
hole in the ice with your auger. 

Drop your ice ruler into the 
hole. If the ice measures twelve 
inches, it’s time to yoke up your 
horse to the scraper. The best 
ice is frozen water with no 
snow mixed in. “A block so 

clean you can read a newspaper 
through it,” overpromises your 
competitor. Start scraping.

Once you’ve cleared a 
“field”, switch out the scraper 
for a scorer. Mark out blocks 
in two foot squares, creating 
a checkerboard pattern. This 
might be a good time to men-
tion that your horse needs 
crampons, too. Be careful not 
to score too deep or your horse 
will fall through. Now, pick up 
your chisel. 

“You chis-
el out the 
first block at 
the very cen-
ter of your 
field,” said 
Jim Lamson, 
who worked 
for ten cents 
an hour harvesting Riga Lake. 
Jim was the voice of the Hol-
ley-Williams House Museum’s 
ice house for years, where his 
recorded memories introduced 
visitors like my daughters to a 
time when ice cream couldn’t 
be had every day.

Now, pick up your saw. Not 
a bendy little wood saw. You 
need a heavy ice saw, six feet 
long, teeth as big as a shark’s 
to get through twelve or more 
inches of ice. (Like the antique 
ice saw rescued from the bot-
tom of Lake Wononscopomuc 
by Don Mayland, our ice mar-
shal.)

Once the first block is out, 
a channel starts and you can 
float blocks to shore instead of 
carrying them. Good, because 
ice blocks weigh about 100 lbs. 
each. Load up your sled, then 
drive to the ice house. Stack 
neatly, leaving space at the top 
for cold storage: apples, butter, 
slabs of meat. Don’t forget to 
pack sawdust around the sides, 
for insulation, so your blocks 
won’t melt by the fourth of July. 

After all this, how much can 
you charge for your ice? 

A Lakeville bill of sale for 

February 1902 itemized $4.79 
for 479 cakes, $6.50 for carting. 
But the price of ice was season-
al. It skyrocketed in summer 
when icemen made house calls, 
delivering blocks one by one as 
requested by cards left in porch 
windows. The idea that icemen 
“raked it in” explains lyrics of 
an 1899 hit song: I thought it 
was the house of a millionaire, 
but he told me the Iceman re-
sided there.

Are any ice houses still 
standing? The 
Holley-Wil-
liams House is 
now privately 
owned, but 
its ice house 
is protected 
by a Historic 
Preservation 

Easement through the Salis-
bury Association and Historic 
New England.

In Winchester, an ice house 
built in the 1840s is a two-bed-
room VRBO rental. In Sharon, 
The Icehouse Project Space 
showcases contemporary art 
projects in an 18th-century ice 
house. At the Sharon Audubon 
Center, the Ford family’s for-
mer ice house is a sugar house 
where maple syrup is made.

But perhaps the most 
unique use of a former ice 
house is in Winsted where Stew 
Jones converted a commercial 
ice house on Highland Lake 
to a site for the restoration of 
antique Jaguar cars.

Helen Klein Ross lives in 
Lakeville and is the author 
of  “The  Latecomers,”  a novel 
set in ice-cutting days. Research 
for this column included kind 
input from Lou Bucceri, Tom 
Callahan, Katherine Chilcoat, 
Eileen Fielding, Stew Jones, Don 
Mayland, Jean McMillen and 
members of Northwest Corner 
Chatter and Salisbury, Con-
necticut Facebook pages. Any 
errors are her own. 

This is the first of what 
I hope will be an occa-
sional series of columns 

that will offer some of my ideas 
for our future in Northwest 
Connecticut and solicit your 
ideas on those subjects. 

So many things are chang-
ing in our area, and so rapid-
ly, that for the area to remain 
vital, viable, sustaining of its 
population, and inviting for 
newcomers, we need to take 
charge of change rather than to 
let it happen unguided.  And so 
the ideas put forward in these 
columns – by you as well as by 
me — will need to range over 
concerns economic, social, 
environmental, and just plain 
neighborly.   

Our area’s wonderful, var-
ied natural surroundings, good 
weather, vibrant history, friend-
ly small towns, and available 
housing provide as terrific a 
place to live and work in as can 
be found anywhere.  I certainly 
think so and I believe that you 
do too, else you would not be 
here.  That goes for those born 
and raised here, and for the rest 
of us who, like me, came here 
as adults and have adopted the 
area (and have let it adopt us).  

To start off, then, I’d like to 
suggest doing something with 
the Lakeville Railroad Station, 
a town of Salisbury property.  
Empty and unused for some 
years, I think it deserves to be 
used as the base of some enter-
prise, preferably a non-profit, 
whose objectives are commen-
surate with its being owned by 
the town, and with attempts 
to meet the area’s current and 
future needs. 

A little background on the 
station.  Built in 1871, it was in 
use as a railroad depot through 
the 1920s and 1930s. The last 
freight trains came through in 
1938.  After that it was in pri-
vate hands, until 1951, when it 
was deeded to the town.  It is 
a part of the Lakeville Historic 

District, which comprises more 
than twenty buildings, parks, 
and waterways.  Its last mem-
orable use was as headquarters 
for the local radio station.  Now 
opposite three restaurants, and 
with adequate parking slots 
nearby, it is in a desirable lo-
cation. 

An inquiry to Town Hall 
revealed that 
the train sta-
tion is con-
sidered to be 
in limbo just 
now, because 
so are the ma-
jor buildings 
of the Histor-
ic District, the 
former Holley Knife Factory 
and the proposed Holley Block 
of apartments — the first, be-
cause of environmental prob-
lems that have deterred buy-
ers, and the second, because 
of on-going litigation over the 
proposed new building on the 
property.  The current think-
ing at Town Hall, evidently, is 
that nothing can be done with 
the station until the fate of the 
larger buildings is settled.

But the train station’s being 
in limbo need not prevent us 
from thinking about what it 
might be in the future.  Indeed, 
it gives us more time to chew 
it over. 

My idea is to have the 
station become the site of a 
small-business incubator that 
would provide at subsidized 
costs the sort of facilities that 
will help nascent enterprises 
grow, particularly digital en-
terprises that remotely service 
customers and clients.  There 
are perhaps dozens of local 
people currently operating 
such businesses from their 
spare bedrooms, or thinking 
about doing so, and there are 
even more potential newcom-
ers for whom the existence of 
such an incubator would pro-
vide additional incentive to 

relocate to the area. 
I envision the office occu-

pants sharing costs that might 
otherwise be too high for in-
dividual fledgling businesses, 
such as rent, electricity, wifi 
connection, heating, and even 
insurance.   Keeping over-
head low during their start-up 
phases should help them sta-

bilize and grow.  
Since the train 
station is town-
owned and 
town-main-
tained, the 
rent to the 
non-prof it’s 
tenants could 
be minimal, 

and further subsidized by their 
being able to take advantage 
of the low, bulk prices that the 
town pays for fuel, electricity, 
and insurance.  Eventually, 
these nascent businesses will 
be viable enough to rent com-
mercial space, and we can hope 
that by then they will have be-
come as much enamored of the 
area as we are, and will locate 
nearby.

I could go into greater detail 
about such a business incuba-
tor — which I deem necessary, 
whether sited in the train sta-
tion or elsewhere — but I am 
eager to read  your alternate 
notions for the use of this 
community asset, the Lakev-
ille Train Station.  Let’s get the 
conversation going!

Please email me at shacht-
mantom@gmail.com, or snail-
mail me at PO Box 630, Salis-
bury CT 06068.  All replies will 
be kept confidential, and will 
not be printed in future col-
umns without your permission. 

Tom Shachtman is the au-
thor of more than a dozen 
American and world histories 
and of documentaries seen on 
all the major networks. He lives 
in Salisbury.

Some thinking on the use of a 
historic building in Lakeville

Your ideas wanted!

My idea is to have the station become the site of a small-business incubator that 
would provide at subsidized costs the sort of facilities that will help nascent 
enterprises grow, particularly digital enterprises that remotely service custom-
ers and clients. 
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Our Towns

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRUCE 
MORSE

Late of Sharon
AKA Bruce Forrest Morse

(21-00544)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 23, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciaries are:
Victoria S. Morse and 

Salisbury Bank & Trust 
Company, ATTN: Kimberly 
Downey

c/o Donna D Vincenti
Law Offices of Donna D 

Vincenti, Atty LLC,
12 Porter Street
PO Box 1399
Lakeville, CT 06039

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

01-13-22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ELLIOT S. MILLER
Late of Salisbury

AKA Elliot Stuart Miller
(21-00526)

 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 21, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Leanda Elliot
c/o Stephen K Gellman
Shipman & Goodwin LLP,
One Constitution Plaza
Hartford, CT 06103

 Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

01-13-22

Real Estate
The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Print Subscription
Includes 
Free Online Access!

$82 
annually
in county | $98 outside county
Subscribe online at 
tricornernews.com/subscribe

iPaper edition

$82
annually

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
www.TriCornerNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

HELP WANTED
ISABELLA FREEDMAN JEW-

ISH RETREAT CENTER: is a 
year-round 120-person retreat 
facility that is located in Falls 
Village, CT. New employees 
are eligible for a signing bo-
nus of $1,000. At the time of 
hire, the new employee will 
receive $250. After 45 days, 
provided they have no active 
disciplinary issues, the new 
employee will receive the re-
maining $750. Want to work at 
a beautiful, peaceful location, 
with great people? This is the 
place to be! We are currently 
seeking an Executive Chef, 
Facilities Manager, Hospitality 
Specialists, Dishwashers, and 
Retreat Services Associates. 
For more details please visit 
our website at https://hazon.
org/about/jobs-internships/ 
and email a copy of your re-
sume tojobs@hazon.org.

NORTH EAST COMMUNI-
TY CENTER: Seeking an 
Afterschool Coordinator to 
coordinate the delivery of 
social-emotional learning sup-
port to school-aged children. 
Requires direct program de-
livery as well as responsibility 
for the leadership of the CACFP 
component of the program. 
Bachelor of Science degree 
required, Education degree 
preferred, and 2 years of formal 
classroom and/or childcare 
experience. For a full position 
description, visit www.nec-
cmillerton.org EEO/EPO.

OLDCASTLE APG, A CRH 
COMPANY: A leading global 
supplier of building and land-
scaping products, is looking 
for full time Production Labor-
ers at their Canaan CT location. 
For full job details please apply 
online at https://jobs.crh.com 
and enter Job ID: 347499.

PAINTERS WANTED:  Full 
time, experienced painters 
wanted with a minimum 
of 5 years experience. Must 
have transportation, must be 
reliable and have a neat and 
clean appearance. We offer a 
401K Plan and pay with payroll 
company. Starting pay $18 
per hour. Please respond to 
illpaintit@yahoo.com with 
name, experience, desired sal-
ary and contact information. 5 
positions available.

HELP WANTED
PT GARDENER/CARETAKER, 

LAKEVILLE: Flowers, weed-
ing, pool/boat care, dump 
runs. Light snow removal. Year 
round, 20 hrs/week, mornings. 
$20-$25/hr.based on experi-
ence. Long term opportunity. 
Beautiful setting. Extensive 
Background Check. Contact: 
Rob Pearson. Email: Pearson.
r99@aol.com.

SMALL ANGUS FARM SEEKS 
P/T HELP: Duties include 
feeding, cleaning, fence repair, 
moving hay and grain daily. 
Will train the right person. 
860-364-5019.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call 
or text 917-538-1617. email 
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Pick up and delivery. 
Serving the Northwest Corner. 
413-717-2494.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All 
real estate advertised in this 
newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial status 
or national origin or intention 
to make any such preference, 

REAL ESTATE
:limitation or discrimination. 

All residential property adver-
tised in the State of Connecti-
cut General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, state-
ment or advertisement with 
respect to the sale or rental 
of a dwelling that indicates 
any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, marital 
status, age, lawful source 
of income, familial status, 
physical or mental disability 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LAKEVILLE: Charming, light, 
ground-floor apartment in 
Duplex house. 2 bedrooms 
(1 large, 1 small) 2 full baths, 
large yard. Walk to town/lake. 
Excellent for family or at-home 
business. Children welcome, 
no pets or smokers. $1150/
month plus electric. Security 
deposit and references re-
quired. 518-821-0901.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

MILLERTON: 3 bedroom, 1 
bathroom, 2 stories. Recently 
updated, stackable/efficien-
cy laundry hookup. $1,500/
month plus utilities. First 
month rent and security due 
at lease signing. Available 
immediately. 860-453-4580.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

FOR RENT: Retail/office 500 
sq. ft. space. Ample park-
ing. Located one block from 
busy downtown Millerton. 
$1500 month, includes heat. 
5 Century Blvd, Millerton NY.  
845-546-7274.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

7 acres, Circa 1815 charming Colonial; 8 rooms, quiet location,  
3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 3 working fireplaces, a new septic system, 
barn with 2 vehicle bays, and goldfish pool.  Offered at $645,000. 

Simply furnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, library, living room with 
fireplace, dining area, casual kitchen, screen porch and 2 car garage.  
Non smokers and no pets*. All utilities, extra. Call Robin for 
additional details.  Offered at $4000.00/mo.

FALLS VILLAGE COUNTRYSIDE AREA, YEAR ROUND RENTAL

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

AS WINTER CONTINUES, WHILE IT IS STILL accessible, it is an excellent time  
to look at land to see it devoid of foliage.  We have several very special lots,  

currently still accessible by vehicle, or foot, for viewing. 

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  
860-824-0027

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

FERN BROOK 
3,510 SQ.FT. • 7.87 ACRES • 3 BR • 2 BA • 1 HALF BA 

COLEBROOK, CT.  Airy and filled with light! Cathedral ceilings, 3 
FPs, a wraparound deck, stream & pond, stone walls, a bluestone patio, 
an updated kitchen, a 3rd-floor office/studio, a walkout lower level with a 
family room and game room/workshop.
Web# EH4753             Dave Taylor                      $745,000

SALISBURY, CT
860-435-2200

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
860-824-0027

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — The 
Board of Selectmen agreed 
to meet with interested 
parties at the old railroad 
station building in Lakev-
ille to look at the building 
and compare what they 
see with an existing as-
sessment. 

This was the result of a 
lengthy discussion at the 
regular monthly select-
men’s meeting Monday, 
Jan. 3.

First Selectman Curtis 
Rand said he has been in 
discussions with the State 
Historic Preservation Of-
fice (SHPO) since August 
abut getting grants to first 
assess the building and 
then restore it. 

He noted that the Salis-
bury Association did an as-

sessment in 2015.
Susan Galluzzo said 

the Lakeville Community 
Conservancy would pay 
for an assessment, and that 
there was no need for the 
town to wait on the state 
for a grant.

Rand said the applica-
tion was almost ready to 
go and the matter is on 
SHPO’s February agenda.

There was a wide-rang-
ing and somewhat circu-
lar discussion that ended 
when Selectman Don 
Mayland suggested the 
selectmen and others in-
terested in the state (and 
fate) of the building on 
Ethan Allen Street meet at 
8 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 18, at 
the train station, with the 
2015 report in hand, and 
take it from there.

Meeting at site 
Jan. 18 to discuss 
historic yellow 
train depot

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — Now in 
his third year of operation, 
Bob Ensign, owner of Covered 
Bridge Electric Bike in West 
Cornwall, recalls that his shop 
opened at the very beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As it turned out, the electric 
bike rental business remained 
brisk as visitors found it to be 
a safe way to break free of the 
isolation of staying indoors.

Somewhat unexpectedly, 

demand for the ebikes has 
remained steady through the 
winter months, according to 
Ensign — particularly with 
holiday shoppers in December.

“We do fine in the winter,” 
Ensign said of his winter busi-
ness, which includes sales, re-
pairs and maintenance. Also 
perhaps surprising is that sales 
of the bikes have been as strong 
and steady as rentals (which 
can be for the full day or a par-
tial day). 

Biking accessories are for 

sale, including a selection of 
helmets.

Although Yamaha intro-
duced electric bicycles in 1999, 
the field has grown since then, 
Ensign said.  Ten bicycle brands 
are displayed in the showroom. 
A popular brand is Gazelle 
from the Netherlands, known 
as being the bike capital of the 
world.

“We can match a bike to 
anyone, even to people who 
have not been on a bike for a 
long time,” Ensign said, stress-
ing his commitment that the 
match be correct to ensure 
safety and the best bicycling 
experience.

Some models are designed 
specifically for people who 
want to give up  their cars for 
short errands. There is one 
model that will allow for trans-
port of up to four children. An-
other has accommodations for 
luggage or other gear. These are 
called “cargo bikes,” and are be-
coming popular throughout 
Litchfield County, Ensign said.

All models are comfortable 
with climbing hills. Ensign said 
that it’s just as important for 
the bikes to be able to descend 
the hills safely as it is for them 
to ascend hills quickly. The 
speed of descent can be fully 
controlled on an electric bike, 
even slowing to one mile per 
hour, he said.

Covered Bridge Electric 
Bike is open daily from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The shop  can be 
reached by phone at 860-248-
3010 or at www.coveredbridge-
bike.com. 

Winter: an unexpectedly good time to buy an ebike

Help wanted for 2022 Junior 
National ski competition

SALISBURY —The Salis-
bury Winter Sports Associa-
tion (SWSA) is hosting  the 
2022 Junior Nationals this 
year at Satre Hill in Salisbury, 
from Feb. 22 to 26. Volunteers 
are needed to help with this 
national ski jumping event, 
which is separate from the 
annual Jumpfest (which will 
be held this year Feb. 11 to 13).

As the name implies, the 
Junior Nationals is a national 
event that SWSA hosts every 
five years. This competition 
will draw some of the best ju-
nior ski jumpers from around 
the U.S. for five days of jump-
ing and cross-country skiing 
competition. 

During the Junior Nation-

als, Salisbury and the sur-
rounding area will be abuzz 
with hundreds of competitors, 
coaches and families.

SWSA needs help from 
area residents with manag-
ing the opening and closing 
ceremonies; jump measuring; 
cross-country course set up 
(at Mohawk Ski Area) and 
cross-country marshals; hill 
work (snow preparation); swag 
handouts; and much more.

If you want to be a part of 
something really special this 
winter, email info@jumpfest.
org, and let your friends know 
too.

To learn more about the Ju-
nior Nationals at Salisbury, go 
to https://jncjn2022.com.

The winter months at 
the Covered Bridge 
Electric Bike shop 
have brought in-
creased sales of elec-
tric bikes, as cyclists 
plan ahead for the 
milder months.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN
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Do you have a family member or friend in the 

military who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, tricornernews.com, for 

active duty military personnel from the Tri-state region. 

For more information or to set up a subscription, contact 

Sandra Lang at circulation@lakevillejournal.com or 

860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Animal Care

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

(860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Landscaping

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Grounds Maintenance

Cremains/Spreading Ashes

Can you imagine a world without your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?

Support local journalism.

Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute
BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!
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