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COME LET 
US SHOW 

YOU!

#1 Boutique Firm in Connecticut

SALISBURY, CT                          ASK $7.900.000

#1 Highest Sale Litchfield County 2021
Highest Sale EVER Salisbury

SOLD
2021!

ROXBURY, CT                            ASK $6.200.000

#2 Highest Sale Litchfield County 2021
Highest Sale Roxbury 2021

SOLD
2021!

WASHINGTON/NEW PRESTON, CT    ASK $5.995.000

#3 Highest Sale Litchfield County 2021
Highest Sale Washington 2021

SOLD
2021!

SHARON, CT                              ASK $4.950.000

#5 Highest Sale Litchfield County 2021
Highest Sale Sharon 2021

SOLD
2021!

WASHINGTON, CT                ASK $4.995.000

#7 Highest Sale Litchfield County 2021
2nd Highest Sale Washington 2021

SOLD
2021!
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KLEMM REAL ESTATEInc
LITCHFIELD COUNTY’S PREMIER BROKERS

Klemm Listed 
and 

Klemm Sold

Klemm Listed 
and 

Klemm Sold

Klemm Listed 
and 

Klemm Sold

SOLD OVER 
ASKING PRICE!
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Directors Wager and 
Levinstein to leave 
Sharon Playhouse

Light up 
the night 
for the 
holidays

By Cynthia 
Hochswender

NORTH CANAAN — 
� e holiday season rolled 
in fast, before many had 
� nished  their le� overs 
from � anksgiving din-
ner on Nov. 25. Snow 
on Friday, Nov. 26, gave 
the Northwest Corner a 
White Christmas feeling. 
� e � rst candles were lit 
for Hanukkah on Sunday 
night, Nov. 28. 

And the Canaan Fire 
Company’s Parade of 
Lights was held that same 
evening, with trucks of all 
shapes, sizes and vintages 
loaded up with holiday 
decorations and lights. 
� e vehicles lined up in 
the Stop & Shop parking 
lot — so many of them 
that the parade stretched 
all the way from the start 
point behind the grocery 
store all the way around 
the perimeter of the park-
ing area.

Canaan Fire Company 
Chief Brian Allyn happily 
said that he didn’t know 
how many trucks would 
show up to participate that 
evening, but it was clear-

PHOTOS BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Santa was at the wheel of the Canaan Fire Company truck, 
top photo; students in the Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School FFA program were also there, their � oat adorned 
with greenery from the Holiday Shop (open until Dec. 23).

PHOTOS BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

COVID-19

Nursing home outbreak 
over, but emotional 

trauma lingers

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Here comes Santa Claus!
Santa Claus came to town for the  St. Andrew’s Christ-
mas Bazaar in Kent on Saturday, Nov. 20. For more 

photos, turn to Page B5. 

By Debra A. Aleksinas

NORTH CANAAN — Two 
days before � anksgiving, 
Kevin O’Connell, CEO of the 
Geer Village Senior Commu-
nity, received welcome news: 
� e latest round of testing on 
residents and sta�  at the on-
site nursing and rehabilitation 
center “all came back negative” 

for COVID-19, he reported in 
a phone interview.

Over the past two months, 
Geer had been battling an out-
break of the virus, which had 
sickened 89 residents and sta�  
at the nursing home, causing 
eight deaths among residents 
of that building on the large 
North Canaan campus. For 
O’Connell, the negative test 
results came as a blessing. 

In a Nov. 26 update to 
sta� , residents and family, he 
reported that with input from 
the state Department of Public 
Health (DPH), “we are con� -
dent to say that this outbreak 
is over.” 

All unvaccinated sta�  will 
continue to be tested twice 
weekly; residents will be tested 
as needed (neither the Cen-
ter for Medicare and Medic-

aid Services (CMS) nor DPH 
recommend routine testing of 
residents).

But while the imminent 
threat from the virus has 
subsided at the 120-bed nurs-
ing home, the psychological 
scars the outbreak has caused 
may take time to heal, noted 
O’Connell. He predicted that 
some sta� , “will have a delayed 
response to the trauma. � ey 
haven’t yet had an opportunity 
to process their grief.” 

The road to emotional 
recovery, said the Geer ad-
ministrator, will begin with 
counseling assistance and peer 
support. “We do have many 
volunteers to help, including 
a social worker with the be-
havioral health company we 

“We’re � ghting a health-care war here. 
Every day that we don’t have somebody test 
positive for COVID is a day of healing for us.”

Cady Bloodgood, Geer Director of Nursing

By Cynthia Hochswender

SHARON — A� er four 
years at the helm of � e Sha-
ron Playhouse, Artistic Di-
rector Alan M-L Wager and 
Managing Director Robert 
Levinstein have announced 
that they will leave the theater 
on Dec. 31.

“We had a wonderful run, 
it’s time to turn it over to an-
other team,” they said in an 
interview on Nov. 26.

� e charismatic pair suc-
cessfully guided the theater 
through four years — two of 
which were made challenging 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
— � nding innovative ways to 
attract patrons to the Sharon 
venue with everything from 
cabaret nights to laser light 
shows, most of them on a cus-

tom-built stage in the parking 
lot.

In their short time in the 
Northwest Corner, the two 
theater professionals seemed 
to be everywhere and to have 
met (and befriended) every-
one in the region.  

“� ey’ve done wonderful 
work for us, we’re really, re-
ally sorry to see them leave,” 
said Emily Soell, president of 
the theater’s board of direc-
tors and an actress who has 
appeared in many Sharon 
Playhouse productions over 
the years.  

Although Levinstein and 
Wager will oversee the � nal 
productions of this year, the 
Playhouse board will begin 
now to look for new leader-
ship. 

“We’ve had many di� erent 
iterations of these two jobs, 
where we’ve had a managing 
director full time, an artistic 
director part time, we’ve tried 
many things.”

Soell said it’s possible the 
Playhouse will hire a manage-
ment consultant specializing 
in the arts to help the vener-
able theater to move forward.

“We are going to try to be 
very careful and � nd the right 

Finding ways to keep trauma at bay
LAKEVILLE — Marietta 

Whittlesey, a Lakeville psycho-
therapist, said a group debrief-
ing among Geer’s nursing sta�  
is a good idea, post-outbreak, 
as is access to mental health 
counselors. “An acute stress 
disorder could morph into a 
more serious case of Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD),” 
if le�  untreated, she noted.

“Our minds really know 
how to process a lot more than 
people realize,” but there is also 
a point where closure is di�  -
cult for some people, Whittle-
sey explained. 

“� at is when individuals 
should seek specialized trauma 
treatment from the many men-
tal health counselors available 
throughout the area.”

Symptoms that may man-
ifest following an extremely 
stressful situation include 
persistent � ashbacks or night-
mares, avoidance of a particu-
lar location where the trauma 
happened and hypervigilance 
regarding COVID-19. 

For example, someone not 
wanting to return to work, she 
noted. 

“Also, feelings that they 
should have been able to do 
something more to help, a 
feeling of responsibility,” the 
Licensed Professional Coun-
selor noted.

Starlight memorial 
will be bittersweet

A cherished annual end of 

“They’ve done 
wonderful work 
for us, we’re really, 
really sorry to see 
them leave.” 

Emily Soell, president 
of the theater’s 

board of directors

See LIGHTS, Page A6
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF EMILY JANE 

GIDDENS-JONES
Late of Cornwall

(21-00455)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated November 16, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Constance M Steuerwalt
49 Popple Swamp Road
Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754

 Megan M. Foley
Clerk

12-02-21

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

DONALD J. HATCH
Late of Canaan

(21-00481)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated November 16, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciaries are:
Michael E. Goewey and 

Donna Hatch Guzzo
c/o Mark Capecelatro
Mark J. Capecelatro, LLC
117 Main St.-Box 1045
Canaan, CT 06018

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

12-02-21

Salisbury Housing 
Committee Annual 

Meeting
The Salisbury Housing 

Committee (SHC) is holding 
its annual meeting to elect 
officers for the coming year 
on Wednesday, December 8 at 
5:00 pm, by Zoom. Members of 
the public are invited to attend 
this meeting and may submit 
nominees for the board before 
the meeting. Nominations 
may be made to Anne Kremer, 
28 Prospect St., Lakeville. The 
Zoom address will be available 
at salisburycthousing.org 
after December 1. SHC is the 
proprietor of Sarum Village 
and Faith House, affordable 
housing units located in 
Salisbury. Anyone interested 
in renting at any SHC location 
should call Tammy Broderick 
at 860-435-0049.

 11-25-21
12-02-21

The Hotchkiss Library of Sharon will discuss a new 
Computer Use and Internet Safety Policy, recently 
adopted by the Board of Directors, at a Zoom  
meeting on Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 pm.

The Library will implement filtering on all of its 
computers and internet connections in accordance with 
the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). CIPA 
compliance is required for libraries to be eligible for 
federal funding that will assist with or cover the cost of 
internet related services and technology.  Learn more 
about CIPA filtering by visiting https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/childrens-internet-protection-act.

Copies of the new policy are available at the Library.   
The policy is also posted on our website,  
www.hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org.

The meeting is open to the public. Please register for 
the Zoom link at  https://hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org/
event/cipameeting

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Topsides
 7. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
10. A Sultan’s court
12. Maine city
13. Largest living land animal
14. Appetizer
15. Encounters
16. Leader
17. The source of bacon
18. Nuclear near reach weapon 

(abbr.)
19. Celery (Spanish)
21. Pie _ __ mode
22. Eye disease
27. Hello (slang)
28. Those in their 80s
33. Law enforcement agency 

(abbr.)
34. Business organizations
36. Mimic
37. For indicating speed of 

rotation (abbr.)
38. Feeling
39. Visual way to interact with 

computers (abbr.)
40. “Let It Snow!” songwriter
41. Essential oil used as perfume
44. Norwegian composer
45. Coast
48. __ lang syne, good old days
49. Gland behind the stomach
50. Tooth caregiver
51. King of Camelot

CLUES DOWN
 1. N. American indigenous 

people
 2. Fascinated by
 3. Root of out
 4. Patti Hearst’s captors
 5. Atomic #50
 6. Habitual drunkard
 7. Arabic for “peace”
 8. Trickery
 9. One’s physique (slang)
10. Not quite there
11. Wistfully mournful
12. Popular dance
14. Cut of meat
17. A way to stand
18. “Gunga Din” screenwriter
20. 10th month of the year 

(abbr.)
23. A way of jumping
24. Utah town

25. Of I
26. Actress de Armas
29. Silver
30. Play a role
31. __ Falls
32. Attaches to
35. Japanese title
36. Expressed pleasure
38. Buckets
40. Dirt
41. Hypnotists’ group (abbr.)
42. Restaurant drive-__
43. Digs up
44. He voices “Olaf ”
45. Relaxing place
46. Body part
47. Pesky house critter

Look for the 
solution in next 
week’s issue.

Nov. 25 Solution

Nov. 25 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Invites you to a

FreeFree Holiday Concert

with music and carols by

The Salisbury FourThe Salisbury Four

Holiday Concert

with music and carols by

The Salisbury FourThe Salisbury FourThe Salisbury FourThe Salisbury FourThe Salisbury Four

Saturday, December 4
5:00 – 6:00 pm

Salisbury Congregational Church
30 Main Street, Salisbury

Seating is limited.  

Face masks and proof of COVID vaccination are both required.

To reserve seats, call 860-435-0566 or email info@salisburyassociation.org.  

Doors open at 4:30 pm. Walk-ins are allowed until the seating limit is met.

Invites you to a

Free Holiday Concert
with music and carols by

The Salisbury Four

Free

The Salisbury Four

Seating is limited.  
Face masks and proof of COVID vaccination are both required.
To reserve seats, call 860-435-0566 or email info@salisburyassociation.org.  

Doors open at 4:30 pm. Walk-ins are allowed until the seating limit is met.

Saturday, December 4
5:00 – 6:00 pm

Salisbury Congregational Church
30 Main Street, Salisbury

Salisbury Association
Serving Our Community Since 1902.
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Send Family & Friends 
announcements to 

editor@lakevillejournal.com

OUR TOWNS ....A3&5, B5
OBITUARIES .......... A4&6
COMPASS ..................B1-2

OPINION...................... B3
VIEWPOINT ................ B4
CLASSIFIEDS............B5-6

In The Journal this week

Friday ..................................Cloudy, high 39°/low 25°
Saturday ................................................ Snow, 36°/25°
Sunday ...............................................Cloudy, 32°/19°

Three-day forecast

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All 
suspects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

DUI
On Nov. 15 Edward Mar-

tin Humes, 43, of North Ca-
naan was charged on an active 
warrant for operating a motor 
vehicle under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs and failure to 
drive in the proper lane. He 
was scheduled to appear in 
Torrington Superior Court on 
that same day.

Struck  
a guardrail

On Nov. 20 at approximate-
ly 4:45 p.m. on Norfolk Road 
in Falls Village a 2010 Ford 
Transit Connect driven by Juan 
Sierra Navarrete, 46, of Tor-
rington swerved and struck a 
metal beam guardrail. The Ford 
was towed and Navarrete was 
issued an infraction for failure 
to maintain the lane.

Rear ended
On Nov. 20 at approximate-

ly 5:45 p.m. on Main Street in 
North Canaan a 2009 Chev-
rolet Silverado driven by Jay-
sen Frederick Rogers, 40, of 
New Hartford, Conn., struck 
the rear of a 2018 Kia Optima 
driven by William Reudgen, 70, 

of North Canaan, which had 
slowed in traffic. Rogers was 
issued a written warning for 
following too closely.

Violated  
court order

On Nov. 21 at approximately 
5:45 p.m. Troop B investigat-
ed a disturbance at a residence 
on Millerton Road in Sharon. 
Following an investigation, 
Shawn Lucas, 45, of Sharon was 
charged with violating a pro-
tective order. He was scheduled 
to appear in Torrington Superi-
or Court on the following day.

Hit and run
On Nov. 22 on Route 44 in 

North Canaan a hit and run 
motor vehicle incident oc-
curred at approximately 7 a.m. 
Troop B is currently investi-
gating the vehicle that struck a 
parked 2016 GMC Sierra and 
fled. Anyone with information 
is asked to contact Troop B.

Struck a  
utility pole

On Nov. 23 at approximately 
9 a.m. on Wells Hill Road in 
Salisbury a 2009 Ford Super 
Duty driven by Elmer Ber-
ganca, 27, of Salisbury veered 
off the road and struck a SNET 
utility pole. Berganca stated he 
had a faulty front axle. He was 
issued an infraction for operat-
ing a vehicle without a license 
and failure to maintain the 
proper lane.

Struck a  
utility pole

On Nov. 23 at approximately 
3 p.m. on West Woods Road 
in Sharon a 2010 Subaru For-
ester driven by Walter Albert 
Schwarz, 82, of Sharon veered 

off the road and struck a util-
ity pole, which broke and fell 
across the roadway. No inju-
ries were reported. Schwarz 
was issued a written warning 
for failure to drive right.

Drove through 
 stop sign

On Nov. 23 at approximately 
6 p.m. on Cornwall Bridge in 
Sharon a 2019 Mercedes Benz 
E 450 driven by William John 
Cowie, 77, of Sharon traveled 
past a stop sign and collided 
with a 2012 Honda Civic driven 
by Richard Ian Roney-Dougal, 
75, of Sharon, that was passing 
through the intersection. No 
injuries were reported. Cowie 
was issued an infraction for 
failure to obey a stop sign.

Struck a  
utility pole

On Nov. 24 at approximately 
2 p.m. on Gay Street in Sharon 
a 2004 Honda CRV driven by 
Eldi Hernandez Vasquez, 34, of 
Dover Plains, N.Y., veered off 

the road and struck an Ever-
source utility pole, causing 
the Honda to roll over onto its 
roof. Hernandez Vasquez was 
transported to Sharon Hospital. 
She was issued an infraction 
for failure to maintain the lane 
and operating without a driv-
er’s license. 

Disorderly conduct
On Nov. 27 at approximately 

5 p.m. Troop B responded to 
a report of a disturbance at a 
residence on Route 7 in Sharon. 
James Jamieson, 61, of Sharon 
was charged with disorderly 
conduct. He was scheduled to 
appear in Torrington Superior 
Court on Nov. 29.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com.

Recipe correction
In the department of “Never revise a recipe on deadline,” 

the editors apologize for leaving out the egg yolks in the 
fruitcake recipe in the Holiday Gift Guide included with 
our issue of Nov. 25.

Reader Peg Keskinen in Cornwall noticed the error 
(thank you). The egg yolks are added to the butter and 
sugar after they have been creamed.

We apologize, and hope that you will have great success 
with a wonderful recipe.

Vaccine clinics Dec. 4, 7 & 28  
Griffin Health Care will be at the Town Grove Senior Center 

in Salisbury on Dec. 7 and 28 from 1 to 5 p.m.  
The clinic will offer Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 

vaccines, as well as booster vaccinations.  
The clinic is open to anyone ages 12 and older;  no appoint-

ment is required. Bring a photo ID, vaccination card if receiving 
a booster, and insurance card. Insurance is not required and no 
one will be turned away for lack of insurance.  

For further information contact Lisa McAuliffe at 860-435-
5186 or email lmcauliffe@salisburyct.us.

A free COVID-19 vaccine clinic will be offered at the North 
Canaan Town Hall on Saturday, Dec. 4, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The walk-in clinic is open to all residents aged 12 and up 
who live in any Northwest Corner town. No appointment is 
necessary, nor is ID or insurance. All vaccine types and boosters 
will be offered.
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Our Towns

Habacker Arbor Services LLC
Canaan, CT

Specializing In All Your Outdoor Needs
Tick Control 

Lawn Fertilization
Grub, Insect and Weed Control
Lawn Aeration and Overseeding

Tree and Plant Fertilization
Insect and Disease Management

Tree Removal, Pruning and Cabling

Call today for your free estimate!
Fully Licensed & Insured | CT Arborist #S-6358. B-3646

(860)671-7565 | habackerarborservices@gmail.com

Support Local Journalism 
In Your Community

Dear reader,

When this newspaper made a plea to our readers for support in 2019, The Lakeville Journal 
Company, publishers of The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com, 
was at a crossroads. Then, we were looking at drastically cutting costs in order to survive.

Two years later, after two highly successful appeals to our readership for contributions that saved 
your local community newspapers, this small media company is in a very different place. Your 
generosity kept us alive, even during a worldwide pandemic, and we were able to apply for and 
receive tax-exempt status from the IRS as a public charity. Your contributions to The Lakeville 
Journal Foundation are now tax deductible to the extent permitted under the law. Now it is time 
to regroup again and make a new plan to take this media company into a successful future.

During COVID-19 shutdowns and restrictions, this company was able to obtain two PPP grants 
from the U.S. government, which, combined with our readers’ generous support, helped us 
remain in place to report the news of your communities. Your wish for local news is what drives 
our mission,which publishes in the newspapers every week:

Our goal is to report the news of our communities accurately and fairly,
and to foster the free flow of information and opinion.

We sincerely ask you to be a Community Contributor, donating whatever you can to support 
local news, to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization. Unlike the last two years, 
your donations are now tax deductible within the limits of the law.

Thank you for keeping track of your local news in our publications, and profound gratitude for 
your support that kept The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com 
here for your communities.

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Janet Manko, CEO, executive director

The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

Enclose your check or money order. To donate by credit card, please go to www.tricornernews.com/contribute
Mail to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________    ZIP CODE __________

TELEPHONE _______________________    EMAIL__________________________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to The Lakeville Journal Foundation.

BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, ESPRESSO, SWEETS AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioagraire or call us at 860-397-5382!

FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 10AM - 8PM

BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, ESPRESSO, SWEETS AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioaraire or call us at 860-397-5382!

HELP WANTED • If interested, please shoot us an email at legaminsharon@gmail.com

FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 10AM - 8PM

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician
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By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — After 19 and 
a half years, Scoville Memori-
al Library Director Claudia 
Cayne is retiring, with her last 
official day on Dec. 3.

In an interview at the library 
in November, Cayne reflected 
on the changes at the library 
— and in the library business 
— during her tenure.

The obvious change is the 
explosion in information tech-
nology. 

“Libraries are in the position 
of defending their existence,” 
she said. “We successfully rein-
vented ourselves and remained 
relevant.”

When she first came to Sco-
ville, it was routine for patrons 
to check out 10 books at a time.

“We don’t see as much of 
that.”

Also, “We used to have wait-
ing lines for the computers,” 
but improved internet service 
at the library plus the ubiquity 

of personal, portable devices 
put an end to that.

When she was hired, the 
library had no programs for 
adults. “One reason I was hired 
is I had experience [with such 
programs].

“So that goal was realized in 
a major way.”

Cayne said more children 
use the library now — in part 
because the renovation made 
the children’s area more at-
tractive, and in part because 
parents have been looking for 
more activities, given the re-
strictions placed on schools 
during the COID-19 pandemic.

The 2016-17 renovations re-
sulted in “a more welcoming 
space for people to come spend 
time” at the library, Cayne said.

The advent of streaming 
video and audio services have 
had a big impact on how the 
library uses its space.

“We had a huge weeding of 
the DVDs. Some hadn’t gone 
out in two or years or more.”

After nearly two decades at Scoville, 
director Claudia Cayne steps down

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Claudia Cayne will retire 
Dec. 3 as director of the 
Scoville Memorial Library 
in Salisbury.

By Lans Christensen

NEW MILFORD 
— The Merwinsville 
Hotel, still in progress 
with its 50-year-long 
restoration, is in the 
middle of its 20th an-
nual Christmas Holiday 
Show, which extends 
over two weekends — 
it began Nov. 27-29 
and continues through 
this weekend, Dec 3-5. 
Every imaginable craft 

and gift is available, but 
the real attraction is the 
enormous “Dickens 
Village” diorama, with 
jaw-dropping detailed 
miniatures and a mov-
ing steam railroad. The 
village is created an-
nually by Georganne 
Bensh, over two weeks 
(and, yes, she takes it 
down as well). Admis-
sion is free; get direc-
tions at www.merwins-
villehotel.org.

Merwinsville Hotel 
Holiday Show

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Time moves at its own pace at the historic 
Merwinsville Hotel, which brings back a Vic-
torian-style Christmas with its Holiday Show.

NORTH CANAAN — The 
Cranford Club is bringing the 
Flying Cloud Institute to the 
Douglas Library for a fun-filled 
morning of scientific and artis-
tic exploration on Saturday, Dec. 

Science meets art on Dec. 4
4, from 10 a.m. to noon. This 
event is free and suited for pre-k 
and kindergarten students. Call 
860-824-7863 or email doug-
laslibrary@comcast.net for in-
formation and to register.

‘Off the Wall’ Opens in Kent Dec. 3
KENT — Five artists affiliated with the Kent Art Association 

have informally gathered to create an exhibition of their work, 
“Off The Wall,” with an opening on Friday, Dec. 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Incongruous, not bound by subject matter, medium or artis-
tic sentiment, artists Carl Chaiet, Werner Kappes, Frank Kara, 
Edward Robinson and Gino Zenobia reaffirm that art thrives in 
both the darkest and brightest of times.

The exhibition runs from Dec. 4 to 24 and is open Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m.

All COVID protocols should be adhered to while in the gallery, 
which is at 21 S. Main St. in Kent, Conn.

Crafts & cookies at library Dec. 4
SHARON — Before the tree 

lighting on the Green, come to 
the Hotchkiss Library of Sha-
ron on Saturday, Dec. 4, from 
1 to 3:30 p.m. to meet Father 
Christmas and for holiday fes-
tivities. Participants can do a 
holiday craft, hear some win-
tertime stories, and vote for 
their favorite entry in the Hol-
iday Cookie Contest. Children 
can bring a wishlist to drop off 
in the North Pole mailbox.

This event will be held out-
doors, so dress accordingly. 
The rain date will be Sunday, 
Dec. 5, from 1 to 3:30 p.m. For 
more information, go to www.
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org/

event/santa. 
To enter the Holiday Cook-

ie Contest, drop off cookies at 
the library on Saturday, Dec. 
4, between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
favorite grown-up baked cook-
ie, favorite kid-baked cookie, 
and prettiest cookie. For a list 
of contest rules and more in-
formation,  go to www.hotch-
kisslibraryofsharon.org/event/
cookie.

Cayne also replaced the 
Dewey Decimal System.

“That was my decision. 
We’re the only library that has 
done it to this degree.

“There was virtually no 
pushback after I explained that 
[the new system] made for eas-
ier browsing.”

But it was a big job. Every 
book had to be relabeled.

Asked what she is proudest 
of during her time at the li-
brary, Cayne thought for a mo-
ment before saying, “The most 
lasting impact is the building is 
in the best shape in decades.”

She thought a bit more and 
added the library’s responsive-
ness to patrons’ suggestions.

Asked what she’s going to 
do now, Cayne said, “Whatever 
I want.”

She said she will devote 
more time to volunteer activ-
ities such as the Little Guild in 
Cornwall.

“I like being physically ac-
tive, and I bought a new road 
bike.”

She will also spend time on 
equestrian pursuits.

Cayne won’t be completely 
gone from the library. She said 
she has agreed to continue han-
dling adult programs as long as 
she’s needed.

“But not past March.”
Before she leaves, she will 

help train incoming librarian 
Karin Goodell, who is now 
the director of the Beardsley 
Library in Winsted.

TriCornerNews.com
The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s happening in your area, we’re 

there.
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MUSIC

Mahaiwe Performing 
Arts Center

Great Barrington, MA

Sunday, December 12 
at 4pm

Sunday, December 12 

The 
Roaring 
Twenties
Berlin, Paris, 

New York

Tickets: $52/ $28 
mahaiwe.org or cewm.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are
on life’s journey, you are welcome 

here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
Pastor Sun Yong Lee

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of

Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS

4 PM 
St. Bridget, St. Bernard, Sacred Heart

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
10 AM - Sacred Heart

SUNDAY DECEMBER 26TH MASS
8 AM - St. Bernard  

10 AM - Sacred Heart
JANUARY 1ST HOLY DAY MASS

10 AM - St. Bridget

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 10:00 A.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of December 5, 2021

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Greenwoods  
Community Church

355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Kidz Konnection 
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)

Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler

413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 
In person services on Sundays

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.
Livestream at 10:30 on

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual Zoom service on
Sunday, December 12 at 10:30 a.m.

“Faith Without Borders”
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
Pastor Joy Veronesi

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online Bible studies  

and Sunday services
Join us in our fellowship hall  

for in-person Bible study,  
Thursday,  6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd.,  
Salisbury, CT

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340

allsaintsofamerica.us

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, December 2, 2021, Thursday, December 2, 2021

SHARON — With great 
sadness, we announce the loss 
of Edward Allan Bak-
er, 71, beloved father, 
grandfather, brother, 
husband, playwright, 
teacher, colleague 
and friend. On the 
evening of Saturday, 
Nov. 20, 2021, Ed Bak-
er passed, surrounded 
by love from friends 
and family, at St Vin-
cent’s Medical Center 
in Bridgeport, Conn.

Born in Providence, R.I., 
on June 18, 1950, Ed was the 
son of Rose Walsh Baker and 
Edward “Booker” Baker. He 
was a loving father to Marlena 
Aakjar, Dylan Baker and Alex-
ander Baker; father-in-law to 
Raymond Aakjar and Kirsten 
Haaland; and grandfather to Kai 
Haaland-Warwick and Adri-
enne Aakjar. He was the eldest 
of eight children and uncle to 
11 nieces and nephews.

Ed Baker was an extraordi-
nary playwright with a unique 
voice, the voice of those he 
called “people born to brick 
and asphalt, who don’t have 
bad days, they have bad years.” 
He was an inspiring teacher and 
a hugely generous spirit to all 
who knew him.

Ed had devoted over 50 years 
of his life to the theatre. He was 
a member of The Ensemble 
Studio Theatre, a recipient of 
“The 25th Anniversary Award 
For Theatrical Excellence,” by 
E.S.T., and a lifelong member 
of The Dramatists Guild. 

He taught playwriting at 
the University of Hartford and 
Sarah Lawrence College, and 
joined the Actors Studio Dra-
ma School at Pace University in 
2006, where he created and led 
the hugely successful Playwrit-
ing Program.

He has written over 30 plays. 

His one-acts, “Dolores,” “North 
of Providence” and “Rose-

mary with Ginger” 
chief among them, 
have been staged fre-
quently in the U.S. 
and translated and 
produced worldwide, 
including Mexico 
City, British Colum-
bia, Dublin, Rome, 
Rio de Janeiro, and 
Hamburg. He has also 
written for HBO and 

Showtime.
Ed Baker’s work touched 

thousands of audiences, ac-
tors, directors, producers and 
theatre companies. His dedica-
tion to and thirst for truth and 
raw voices has inspired and will 
continue to affect many genera-
tions of artists. His work is done 
consistently and passionately 
in classes and colleges around 
the globe.

Ed was a lifelong fan of “The 
Honeymooners,” the Boston 
Red Sox, Van Morrison, Jack 
Kerouac, Bruce Springsteen, 
John Lennon, fish and chips, 
drum solos, ironworkers, Ed-
ward Albee, Arthur Miller, 
yellow legal pads, reading the 
New York Times on Sunday 
mornings, typewriters, a whiffle 
ball home run derby, NBA play-
offs, raking leaves, pastries with 
coffee, his cats, giving books 
as gifts with his words of love 
and wisdom always scrawled 
inside, reenacting comical oc-
currences that had previously 
happened to him, and mentor-
ing troubled teens through life’s 
twisted hardships. His greatest 
love was for his family, and his 
extended family.

“You must go on. I can’t go 
on. I’ll go on.” — Samuel Beck-
ett, “The Unnamable”

 An announcement regard-
ing a memorial will be made 
once it is scheduled.

Edward Allan Baker

STANFORDVILLE — Har-
old E. Bushnell, 86, of Stanford-
ville, passed away peacefully on 
Nov. 21, 2021, at Sharon Health 
Center. 

He was born on Feb. 18, 
1936, in Salisbury, the son of 
Hazel (Brown) and George 
Bushnell.  

Harold worked as a mover 
for Arnoff Moving and Stor-
age, before going to work at the 
Salisbury School.

On June 26, 1960, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Audrey 
Camburn, who survives him 
at home. 

He enjoyed wood working 
and making yard art, and liked 
to dance. He will be remem-

bered as a good guy who was 
always happy, and an excep-
tionally hard worker. 

Harold is survived by his 
loving wife, Audrey Bushnell; 
two brothers, Ralph Bush-
nell and his wife, June, and 
Louis Bushnell; and several 
great-nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

He was predeceased by 
three brothers, George, Robert 
and Samuel Bushnell; his sister, 
Adele Bushnell; and a sister-in-
law, Effie Bushnell. 

A memorial service will be 
held in the spring.

To share a memory or leave 
a message of condolence, please 
visit www.peckandpeck.net.

Harold E. Bushnell

NORTH CANAAN — Do-
ris L. Longaven, 93, died on 
Nov. 24, 2021, at Geer 
Nursing Home.  

She was born Feb. 
21, 1928, in Mineola, 
N.Y., the second child 
of Anita (née Gun-
ther) and Cornelius 
Petersen. 

Already in 1930 
the family moved to 
Amesville, Conn., 
where Doris grew up 
and graduated from Housaton-
ic Valley Regional High School 
in 1945.

After a year of study at Tus-
culum University in Tennessee, 
Doris moved to Florida, where 
she met and married Daniel F. 
Longaven in 1952. 

They lived for years in Or-
lando, raising two children, 
Jeffery and Gail, before re-
turning to Amesville in 1970 
after the death of Doris’ father. 
They took up residence on Falls 
Mountain Road on the last re-
maining portion of her parents’ 
former property.

Doris threw herself with en-
thusiasm into family and com-
munity life. After her return to 
Amesville, she was trained in 
library science and worked for 
years at the David M. Hunt Li-
brary in Falls Village.  In addi-
tion, she gave many hours to 
the Falls Village-Canaan His-
torical Society. 

She and her family were 
active members of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in New Hart-
ford, where she also organized 
a parish library, participated in 
the choir, altar guild and Lu-
theran Women’s Missionary 
League. 

Doris was an avid reader 

and collector of books, as well 
as an accomplished seamstress.  

She also freely 
shared her talents 
in cooking and bak-
ing, especially in 
later years when her 
daughter and grand-
children came for 
annual visits from 
Canada.

Doris is survived 
by her daughter, Gail 
Bugbee, of LaSalle, 

Ontario, Canada; her grand-
children, Lauren Lang of 
Baden, Ontario, Canada, Ian 
Bugbee of St. John’s, Fla., Jill 
Sadler of Kitchener, Ontario, 
Canada and Nathanael Bugbee 
of Torrington and their spous-
es; and eight great-grandchil-
dren.  

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Dan (2009); 
her parents; her sister, Ruth 
Dixon (1958); and by her son, 
Jeffery Longaven (2015).

Services will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 1  p.m. 
at the Newkirk-Palmer Funer-
al Home in North Canaan. An 
hour of visitation will precede 
the service.  

Burial will follow at the Un-
dermountain Cemetery in Falls 
Village.  

Memorial donations to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, New 
Hartford, Conn., would be 
most welcome. 

Due to international travel 
obligations of Doris’ Canadi-
an relatives, guests coming to 
the visitation and funeral are 
respectfully requested to wear 
masks. The family expresses 
sincere thanks to the nursing 
staff at Geer for their compas-
sionate care.

Doris Louise Longaven

LAKEVILLE — Diane Mac-
Neil, 64, passed away peace-
fully on Nov. 20, 2021, at her 
home in Garland, Texas, after 
a brief illness.

Diane was born in Sharon 
on Feb. 16, 1957. She was a 
graduate of Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School. 

She is survived by her part-
ner, Melvin Ray Sims; and her 

mother, Edith Weir MacNeil 
Blodgett.

She was predeceased by her 
father, Edwin R. MacNeil; her 
brother, Alan MacNeil; a sister-
in-law, June; two nieces; and 
several cousins.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the scholarship fund 
at Noble Horizons, 17 Cobble 
Road, Salisbury, CT 06068.

Diane MacNeil

NORFOLK — Arthur S. 
Rosenblatt, 83, passed away 
peacefully on Oct. 29, 2021, at 
Noble Horizons, where he had 
been living since 2015, due to 
ill health. 

He was born in Boston, 
Mass., on April 21, 1938, the 
beloved second son of Do-
ris and Eliot Rosenblatt. His 
brother, Norman, his nephews 
Mitchell Rosenblatt and An-
drew Rosenblatt, and a niece, 
Susan Potas, survive him.

Throughout his childhood 
and adolescence in nearby Re-
vere, Mass., he was an excellent 
student, always at or near the 
top of his class. From the age of 
7, he worked outside of school 
hours, helping out at his father’s 
store or selling papers as was 
expected then. 

His love affair with the the-
ater started early with his en-
thusiastic participation in the 
high school dramatic club. It 
was there, too, that he honed 
his considerable verbal skills on 
the debate team.

His outstanding academ-
ic record earned him several 
scholarship offers. Arthur chose 
Princeton, where he found a cir-
cle of lifelong friends. Outside 
of academics, his great love was 
the Princeton Triangle Club, 
which each year put on a variety 
show, written by the students, 
and which toured the country 
during the Christmas break. He 
had many star turns that show-
cased his comedic flare. 

After graduation in 1960 
with a degree in English in 
hand, he toured Europe for nine 
weeks with the rest of the cast, 
courtesy of the Department of 

the Army.
After his return, Arthur 

joined the U.S. Army Reserve, 
fulfilling his six-month tour of 
duty at Fort Dix. He then went 
into advertising, working for 
many years at Liberty Mutual 
first as copywriter, then Creative 
Director and ultimately as Ad-
vertising Director. For two years 
he worked as Director of Com-
munications for a company that 
made a hovering lawnmower, 
the Flymo.

Though the product never 
really found its niche in the 
United States, the job took him 
regularly to Great Britain, which 
began a long and happy connec-
tion and provided opportunities 
to enjoy the London theater. His 
last corporate position was as 
vice president of the National 
Union Electric Corp. and its 
subsidiary, Emerson Radio 
Corp.

Arthur turned to writing of 
a different sort with the pub-
lication of a children’s book, 
“Smarty,” in 1981, published 
by Little Brown and Company. 
In 1982 he left corporate life 
for good and devoted himself 
to writing for young people. 
His books included “Danger 
Mouse: Noah’s Park” as well 
as a number of mass-market 
children’s books for the huge-
ly popular Care Bears, Straw-
berry Shortcake and Cabbage 
Patch series. 

He wrote a one-act play, 
“Please Hang Up,” still being 
performed, and Barron’s study 
guides for “King Lear” and 
“Richard III.”

It was about this time that 
Arthur moved to Norfolk. It 

was like going home for him 
as so many of his close friends 
lived here, welcoming him 
with open arms. Enough could 
never be said about the mutual 
love, caring and closeness that 
developed and only grew until 
his last days. 

He served three terms as 
first selectman, and along 
with revitalizing a downtown 
that sorely needed it, upgraded 
the town landfill to a transfer 
station, oversaw needed infra-
structure work, instituted a 
town advocate for children and 
families and supported the arts, 
particularly the Norfolk Cham-
ber Music Festival. In honor of 
his efforts Norfolk received an 
American Hometown Leader-
ship Award in 1998. 

Arthur was also a dedicated 
member of the Norfolk Volun-
teer Fire Department for many 
years, with stints as president 
and vice president.

Ever a lover of good food 
and an excellent cook himself, 
Arthur also wrote reviews and 
features for Food & Wine, the 
Albany Times Herald and the 
Hartford Advocate, among 
others. He ventured into radio 
as well: “Cooking with Arthur” 

out of the University of Con-
necticut’s Torrington branch, 
and “The Gadabout Gour-
met,” on Robin Hood Radio, 
WHDD.

Throughout his life, the 
personal relationships he 
cherished with dear friends in 
the community and beyond 
brought him the most joy. Al-
though faced with worsening 
health, which meant moving 
to Noble Horizons, he stayed 
connected through phone calls, 
emails and visits, nor did he 
ever lose his prodigious memo-
ry, often astounding his visitors 
with what he recalled of their 
lives. 

He was very much loved 
by all the staff, who invariably 
treated him with kindness and 
respect.

For those who would like 
to honor Arthur’s memory 
with a donation to one of his 
favorite charities, he designat-
ed the American Parkinson’s 
Disease Association, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, and Noble 
Horizons. 

According to his wishes, a 
memorial service will be held 
in the spring on the Norfolk 
Village Green.

NORTH CANAAN —
Thomas R. Soja, 59, passed 
away on Nov. 18, 
2021, following his 
battle with lung can-
cer.  He was the lov-
ing friend to Shelly 
Rice, her family, and 
many special friends 
of North Canaan.

Tom was born on 
March 25, 1962, in 
Middletown, Conn., 
to Judith (Gates) and Ralph 
Soja.  

He was a Remarkable 
Carpenter, Avid Golfer and 
a member of the Northwest 
Connecticut Rod and Gun 
Club.

Tom helped build the chap-

el and “Stairs to Heaven at 
the Bell Tower” at St. Joseph 

Church.
Tom is survived by 

his mother, Judy; his 
two children, Benton 
and Abigale Soja; his 
sisters, Lisa Turner 
and Denise Soja; his 
brothers, Greg Soja 
and his wife, Frances, 
and Robert Soja and 
his wife, Maryann.

He was predeceased by his 
father.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
will be handling all arrange-
ments.

Services will be held at a 
later date, following the hol-
idays.

Thomas R. Soja

Arthur S. Rosenblatt

More obituaries are on Page A6.



Work began on the Salisbury Congregational Church roof on Monday, 
Nov. 22. The church is installing solar panels as part of a “net zero” en-
ergy-efficient plan for the entire church.

Up on the roof
PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

By Leila Hawken

FALLS VILLAGE — Since 
the success in late September 
of the live readings by area 
authors at the David M. Hunt 
Library, it now seems likely  
that the readings will become 
a feature of the local literary 
calendar.

The idea began when Bo-
sco Schell, president of the 
Hunt Library Committee, 
approached Falls Village res-
ident and playwright Lonnie 
Carter seeking an idea for a lit-
erature-based public program.

The first event featured four 
women authors (Ann Bidou, 
Sheila Schwartz, Patty Ewald 
and Tiela Garnett) who are 
all members of a Falls Village 
group known as The Writers 
Table. It is most important to 
note that there is no posses-
sive apostrophe in “Writers,” 
and that is on purpose, Carter 
explained, during an October 
conversation.

The first meeting dates back 
to 1999 when a few literature 
buffs gathered to read poetry 
at the home of Gloria Parker, 
who then lived in Millerton 
before moving to Falls Village. 

Before long, they shifted to the 
nearby Toymakers Café for 
monthly meetings that soon 
expanded to include an allur-
ing potluck supper.

Toymakers Café co-owner 
Ann Bidou (and a member of 
the writing group for about 20 
years) singled out the periodic 
addition of Sheila Schwartz’s 
“astoundingly simple roast 
chicken” for its contribution 
to the potluck experience in 
recent years.

Carter said Bidou serves as 
organizer for the group, count-
ed upon to send reminders of 
the upcoming regular meet-
ings.

The group has always gath-
ered to read their work to one 
another, Carter said, and that’s 
pretty much how they are still 
structured. Having topped out 
at 10, they are not seeking any 
new members.

“We know each other really 
well,” Carter said. He himself 
has been writing for nearly 50 
years.

“We’re supportive of each 
other; our critiques are con-
structive,” Carter explained. 
Sometimes conversation can 
be practical, involving ideas 

for contacts with potential 
publishers.

Bidou also indicated the 
value of the support offered 
by a writers’ group. “My fel-
low writers’ support is deeply 
important and incentivizes me 
to do extra editing and pol-
ishing.”

Reflecting on the success 
of the September reading at 
the library, Schell said, “As a 
former magazine editor, I was 
blown away by the variety of 
themes: humor, loss, satire; 
and the high quality of work 
these writers produced, as well 
as the way they delivered it. I 
was enthralled.”

Bidou shared the enthu-
siasm, feeling that the group 
should endorse more such li-
brary events. She even suggest-
ed the possibility of stepping it 
up to twice a year.

“Lord knows we would 
never run out of material,” she 
added.

Be sure to remain on the 
lookout for future events at the 
Hunt Library in Falls Village 
that may include occasional 
readings from The Writers Ta-
ble. Events are posted at www.
huntlibrary.org.

The Writers Table has 
nourished creativity since 1999

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — Following 
review of the town report at 
the annual town meeting on 
Friday, Nov. 19, voters unani-
mously approved the five-year 
capital expenditure plan. The 
relatively brief meeting, held 
on Zoom, drew sparse com-
ment from the more than 30 
residents in attendance.

Scott Cady was elected 
moderator for the half-hour 
meeting.

“There was a lot going on 
in town this past year,” First 
Selectman Gordon Ridgway 
said, as he began a review of 
the town report. Hard copies 

can be found in various public 
locations in town, and it can 
also be viewed on the town’s 
website, www.cornwallct.org.

Ridgway urged residents to 
look for the report’s listing of 
vacancies on various volunteer 
boards and commissions, and 
to consider putting their names 
forward to serve.

The few questions from 
the audience about the report 
sought clarification, with most 
sections drawing no comment 
at all.

One question was about the 
state trash facility in Hartford. 
Materials Innovation and Re-
cycling Authority (or MIRA) 
will be shut down next sum-

mer, because it needs repairs 
that are so expensive the state 
feels it can not afford them. 

Ridgway indicated that 
the town will need to plan on 
an estimated 30% increase in 
disposal cost over the present 
annual fee of $30,000. 

The state plans to transport 
the region’s waste to a Midwest-
ern or Southern state. Ridgway 
said he feels that would be en-
vironmentally unsound.

“It’s a crisis that has come 
home to roost,” he said, indi-
cating that Cornwall is working 
with other area towns to find a 
viable alternative.

The town’s finances were 
reviewed by Board of Finance 

Chairman Joseph Pryor, who 
summarized points in a report 
assembled by the town’s finance 
officer, Barbara Herbst.

Pryor reported that the tax 
collection rate has increased 
despite the pandemic, with 
unassigned funds standing at 
$2.43 million and the town 
maintaining a four-month 
operating reserve. 

He added that the mill rate 
has remained flat for the past 
three years, thanks to growth 
in the Grand List.

The five-year capital plan, 
approved in advance by the 
selectmen and finance board 
and adopted at the town meet-
ing, anticipates an expense of 

$680,000 in the coming year, 
the same amount as the cur-
rent year. 

That amount will support 
capital projects including road 
and bridge repair, the replace-
ment funds for fire department  
and town crew vehicles and the 
town building maintenance 
and renovation fund (which in-
cludes Cornwall Consolidated 
School). The plan is posted on 
the town website.

Ridgway reported that some 
of the projects included in the 
plan are supported in part by 
state funding. He noted that 
the West Cornwall wastewater 
project is slated for a possible 
vote in the spring of 2022, ex-

pecting that the town will have 
been notified about federal 
funding for the project by then.

Of the capital plan, Ridgway 
said, “We try to level out the 
annual expenses so we can keep 
our infrastructure maintained.”

The mill rate determines 
property taxes in Connecticut 
towns. A mill represents $1 in 
tax for every $1,000 of assessed 
property value. A 15-mill tax 
rate would translate into a tax 
bill of $1,500 for the owner of 
a home assessed at $100,000. 

The grand list is the total 
assessed value of all taxable 
property in a town.

Properties are assessed at 
70 percent of their total value.

Infrastructure on the agenda as town presents annual report and five-year plan
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Our Towns

Sharon  
Hospital 
Community 
Update

Come learn about the latest developments at Sharon Hospital. President Mark Hirko, MD, will present a virtual 
community report that includes information on our services and an update on the affiliation that created  
Nuvance Health. The independent monitor we engaged will report on its review of compliance with the affiliation 
agreement issued by Connecticut’s Office of Health Strategy.  

We will discuss and answer questions from the community following the presentation. 

To submit questions in advance:  
Call: (845) 554-1734
Email: sharonhospital@nuvancehealth.org
Mail: Sharon Hospital, Attn: Community Forum 
50 Hospital Hill Road, Sharon, CT 06069 

 nuvancehealth.org/CTForums
 Join via phone: (646) 558-8656 or (669) 900-6833
       Meeting ID: 928 8491 3239  Passcode: 896086

 December 14                5:30-7 pm

Please join us via Zoom webinar: 

This will also stream live at facebook.com/sharonhospital

TTY/Accessibility: (800) 842-9710

No registration required

261026_SH_Community Forum Winter_11.65x10.5 r5_AD_211110.indd   1261026_SH_Community Forum Winter_11.65x10.5 r5_AD_211110.indd   1 11/10/21   11:12 AM11/10/21   11:12 AM
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Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

77 - 99 South Canaan Rd. | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

Visit www.geercares.org/luxurious-senior-living or call Deb 
at 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour.

Experience luxurious Senior Living 
with a full continuum of care!
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the 
isolation and challenges it can bring. Life at 
The Lodge means less stress on you and 
your family and more chances to live life with 
renewed energy and purpose! 

The Lodge offers:
• Maintenance-free living in charming and 

spacious residences  
• Healthy, delicious chef-prepared dining 
• 4-hour RN licensed on-campus care 
• Comprehensive Wellness Programming
• Engaging daily activities
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COVID-19
Continued from Page A1

Playhouse
Continued from Page A1

Trauma
Continued from Page A1

year event at Geer, the Star-
light Celebration, is planned 
for Thursday, Dec. 2. The event 
pays tribute to those who have 
died during the past year, and 
to honor the living. 

Donors purchase stars with 
the names of the individual 
they are honoring or remem-
bering, which will then adorn 
an outdoor Christmas tree. The 
celebration will be posted live 

on Geer’s Facebook page( learn 
more at www.geercares.org).

The annual tradition will 
also serve as an important 
step in the healing process for 
everyone at Geer, Cady Blood-
good believes. “Given what we 
have gone through, we will be 
recognizing those that we have 
lost due to COVID.” 

— Debra A. Aleksinas

use. They are planning support 
meetings with staff.”

O’Connell said he will also 
be exploring the availability of 
COVID-relief funds under a 
recent initiative aimed at ad-
dressing the mental distress 
of health-care workers that is 
part of the government’s $1.9 
trillion COVID-relief package. 

Like losing  
a family member

Cady Bloodgood, Geer’s 
Director of Nursing, oversees 
a staff of about 100 registered 
nurses (RNs), certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs) and support 
staff. Never in her 22-year ca-
reer, she said, could she have 
envisioned experiencing trau-
ma on such a scale. For the past 
two months, since the corona-
virus started spreading through 
the nursing home, she has been 
working in crisis mode along-
side administration and staff.

“I wouldn’t want to discount 
anything the [combat] veterans 
have gone through, but we’re 
fighting a health-care war 
here. Every day that we don’t 
have somebody test positive 
for COVID is a day of healing 
for us.”

Bloodgood, a mother of two 
young children, joined Geer in 
2010 as a CNA. She spent time 
with several of the critically ill 
residents, all with underlying 
health issues, who recently suc-
cumbed to COVID-19. 

“Our nursing home resi-
dents who passed away were 
long-term residents,” she said. 

“Some had been here sev-
eral years and are like family 
members to the nursing staff 
who have cared for them. It’s 
difficult enough to lose one, let 
alone eight, during the course 
of this outbreak. It is devastat-
ing to staff and to the families. 
They have lost people who are 
near and dear to them.”

She recalled the particu-
larly heartbreaking challenges 
of some of the residents’ final 
hours. While the campus was 

off-limits to the public, “we 
did have visitation for those 
individuals who had a change 
of condition,” Bloodgood ex-
plained. Some families, she 
said, chose not to visit their 
loved ones due to fear of the 
contracting the virus, so staff 
assisted with the virtual good-
byes.

Visitation restrictions  
have been lifted

Lock downs and social iso-
lation have also added to the 
pain of the COVID crisis at 
nursing homes, nationwide and 
here in the Northwest Corner. 

“Because of the outbreak we 
had to restrict movement be-
tween the buildings,” to prevent 
spread of infection, explained 
the nursing director. “The emo-
tional toll of isolation on resi-
dents can be detrimental, not 
only to their mental health but 
also to their physical health.”

As a result, she said, staff 
had been increasing efforts to 
lift the spirits of residents by 
providing one-to-one visits in 
rooms, access to recreational 
activities and helping them 
stay connected with family 
and loved ones through virtu-
al visits.

Updated guidance from 
CMS (which went into effect 
on Nov. 17) loosened the lock-
down restrictions. Visitation is 
now allowed for all residents, 
at all times. 

“Restrictions on visits must 
be lifted and education provid-
ed to residents and visitors on 
how to remain safe while here 
in the facility,” Geer officials 
said on Nov. 26.

For those who wish to con-
tinue remote visits, Geer is of-
fering virtual and window visits 
on a scheduled basis through 
the recreation department.

Some can not cope,  
and they leave

“As an industry, we are in a 
very difficult spot. This is prob-
ably the most challenging time 
in my 30 years,” as an adminis-

trator, said O’Connell. 
Nursing staff not only are 

doing their best to keep up 
quality of life for patients, they 
are also faced with the addi-
tional challenge of the cumber-
sone PPE protective gear. 

“No wonder you see nurses 
leaving,” he said. “We’ve seen 
several staff just not be able 
to cope with it and have left 
nursing.”

Bloodgood said high staff 
turnover has many causes. 
“Some staff struggled with the 
additional worry of putting 
themselves and their families 
at risk.” 

Add to that a staffing 
shortage, exhaustion from 
covering for sick co-workers, 
ever-changing COVID-19 reg-
ulations and reporting require-
ments, mandated vaccines and 
testing, and balancing work 
and family responsibilities. 
“We’ve had to change our lives 
as well.”

Those who stay, depend on 
each other for comfort, said the 
nursing director. 

“It’s a combination of sup-
port emotionally between our 
families and our own employ-
ees. 

“Here at Geer, we are a 
family, and it’s important to 
be able to talk to each other 
about what we’re dealing with,” 
Bloodgood said. “We also have 
one-on-one meetings with staff 
who are struggling emotionally 
and offer them mental health 
counseling.”

Backlash from  
the community

When an outbreak occurs 
at a nursing home, as was the 
case at the North Canaan Geer 
campus, the fallout can be dev-
astating. 

“Our staff, myself included, 
come in every day to take care 
of our residents. That is what 
we do,” said Bloodgood. “It’s 
not just a job. It is our heart 
and soul, and the residents are 
near and dear to us. So when 
we get backlash from others 
who unfairly judge us … it is 
disheartening and it really has 
taken a toll on staff. 

“Some react with anger, oth-
ers are emotionally distraught, 
saddened that that’s happen-
ing.”

O’Connell’s advice to his 
staff is to stay strong, to not 
respond to it and to not take 
the negative publicity person-
ally. “You read the headlines 
written about you, you see 
how people comment on social 
media. Many of these people 
don’t work in nursing homes. 

education and inclusion that 
the Playhouse now enjoys. 
Their energy, creativity, tire-
less work ethic and refusal to 
be discouraged by the daunting 
circumstances of the pandemic 
are beyond admirable.”

“They continue to give us 

their best,” she added. 
“They will stay on the job 

through the rest of the year to 
shepherd our last three 2021 
productions. We will miss 
them. But we are better for hav-
ing had them lead our theater 
these past years.”

Tree lighting, gift fair Dec. 4
SALISBURY — The Lakeville Hose Company Ladies Auxiliary 

will host a holiday fair with crafts and gifts for sale from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and photos with Santa from 3 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4.

After 5:30 p.m., the holiday tree at the firehouse will be lit. 
This year there will be no tree lighting ceremony on the Green 
by The White Hart.

Lights
Continued from Page A1

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Nala gave a friendly nod, 
above, to the Lone Oak 
Campsites emblem on 
the vintage truck  she 
was riding in for the 
Canaan Fire Company 
Parade of Lights on Nov. 
28. Brantley Zucco and 
Toni Bascetta rode one 
of the decorated floats — 
but Brantley also came 
ready to roar off on his 
Honda minibike.

ly going to be quite a few, and 
definitely more than normal.

“The weather forecast said, 
‘Snow, snow, snow,’ but it seems 
to have dissipated,” he said. 

Trucks came from area 
Connecticut towns as well as 
from Dutchess County. This 
Saturday, Dec. 4, there is a hol-
iday craft fair with Santa and 
a tree lighting at the Lakeville 
Hose Company firehouse in 
Salisbury; and the Kent Vol-
unteer Fire Department Parade 
of Lights.

SALISBURY — Elliot S. 
Miller of Salisbury died on 
Oct. 31, 2021, at his home, sur-
rounded by the love of family 
and friends. He was 79 years 
old. Elliot was the son of Stu-
art Franklin Miller and Leonie 
Elliot Miller. 

Elliot spent time as a child 
with his parents in Kutalum-
pour, Malaysia, and upon re-
turning to the U.S. eventually 
settled in Greenwich, Conn. 
There he attended Rye Coun-
try Day School. He enjoyed 
reminiscing about his time 
there, which he referred to as 
“The Happy Valley.” There he 
met Harry Houghland, who 
remained a lifelong friend. 

Elliot attended Phillips 
Academy Andover, where he 
excelled and was a member of 
the swim team, and Harvard 
University where he earned a 
degree in English. He received 
his Doctorate in English from 
Ohio State University, and 
taught at the school for a short 
time. During his years at OSU, 
Elliot forged a close relation-
ship with head football coach 
Wayne Woodrow “Woody” 
Hayes. Some of Elliot’s happiest 
memories involved Woody and 
OSU football. 

After graduate school, Elliot 
returned to New York, earning 
an MBA from New York Uni-
versity. He settled in Rye, N.Y., 
and remained active in the Li-
ons Club for many years. He 

eventually returned to his par-
ents’ home in Salisbury, where 
he lovingly cared for them and 
managed their affairs. 

Eliot enjoyed finance, con-
necting with alumni at the 
Harvard Club, keeping tabs on 
the swim team at Andover and 
football at OSU. He loved play-
ing golf at the Sharon Country 
Club, playing trivia at Mizza’s, 
and was an avid reader. Elliot 
enjoyed meeting friends at On 
the Run Coffee Shop in Lakev-
ille. His “Coffee Clutch” group 
brought such joy to him these 
past several years, as did visits 
from his four-legged friend 
Maud the French Bull Dog. 

Elliot loved reminiscing 
about his childhood adven-
tures and recalled them with 
great detail. One of his favor-
ite memories was traveling 
with his mother for two and 
a half months by sea to visit 
his grandparents and extend-
ed family in Australia. Elliot 
enjoyed conversation with his 
cousin Leanda, especially Face-
Timing with her in Sydney. 

Elliot is survived by his be-
loved cousin Leanda Elliot and 
his Aunt Alyson from Sydney, 
Australia. He will missed by his 
dear friends and neighbors the 
O’Dea family and many close 
friends near and far. 

There will be a celebration 
of Elliot’s life on Dec. 11 at 11 
a.m. at Newkirk Palmer Funer-
al Home in North Canaan.

Elliot S. Miller

FALLS VILLAGE — Caitlin 
Peck Lovell, born Nov. 
23, 1968, passed away 
on Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 25, 2021, after a 
brave battle with cancer. 

She will be missed 
and forever loved by her 
daughter, Cerena Jane 
Fechteler; her mother, 
Daly Reville; her sis-

ter, Megan Reville Arnold; 
her niece Tessa 
Anne Reville; and 
her large, loving 
Reville, Bishop, 
Lovell, Fechteler, 
Duplesis families 
and her friends 
and neighbors in 
Falls Village, and 
around the world.

Caitlin Peck Lovell

OBITUARIES
We know the level of care we 
provide, and I think our fam-
ilies know it as well,” said the 
Geer CEO.

Both O’Connell and Blood-
good said families of residents 
have also been a source of com-
fort during difficult times. “The 
thing that has meant the most 
to me is the support from the 
individuals’ families, thanking 
me and my staff for all of our 
efforts during the outbreak.”

State reports rise 
 in cases, deaths

While the Geer outbreak 
has subsided for now, officials 
are aware that, at any time, it 
could happen again. 

According to the most re-
cent bi-weekly report by the 
state Department of Public 
Health, between Nov. 10 and 
Nov. 23 COVID cases rose at 
Connecticut nursing homes, 
with 12 deaths, 125 positive 
cases among residents and 67 
staff cases reported. The Can-
dlewood Valley Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in New 
Milford reported five deaths, 36 
positive cases among 105 resi-
dents and eight staff infections 
during the past two weeks.

 “I am definitely concerned 
that we are not out of this pan-
demic, and I don’t expect we 
will be for a while. Definite-
ly the community prevalence 
is still out there, and we have 
had a number of breakthrough 
cases among the fully vaccinat-
ed,” the nursing director noted, 
adding that, “I think booster 
shots are important for those 
that are eligible.”

So what keeps Bloodgood, 
who has so far kept herself safe 
from infection, coming back to 
work each day as the pandemic 
enters its second winter? Faith, 
she said, in her team’s ability to 
fight any future outbreaks.

“It’s knowing we have done 
it once now, and we can do it 
again if we have to. We have a 
great team and dedicated staff, 
and that helps me to keep go-
ing.” 

fit and right person or people 
— even if it takes time.”

Michael Baldwin, who has 
run the education programs at 
the Playhouse since this sum-
mer, will remain. 

“He has done an extraordi-
nary job,” Soell said. “He ex-
panded the educational pro-
gram; now not only are there 
performances with children 
but also classes for children 
and adults.”

The 2022 season has also 
been set, Soell said. 

Soell said it is likely there 
will be an interim director for 
the coming season — which 
could have challenges. Most 
theater directors want to be 
able to select the shows they 
will oversee, she said, 

Of the departure of Levin-
stein and Wager, Soell said in a 
press release, “I am both terri-
bly sad and extremely grateful. 

“In their four years with us 
Robert and Alan have been 
instrumental in bringing the 
Playhouse to a new era of fi-
nancial stability and respect in 
the community and beyond. 

“They have helped us to 
deliver the exceptional and el-
evated level of entertainment, 

For more obituaries, see Page A4.
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Christmas Concert and Tea
The Smithfield Chamber Orchestra    

under the direction of  Matt Finley

Attendees are asked to wear a 
mask in the church, and those 

wishing to stay after the 
concert for tea are required to 
show proof  of  immunization. 

Thank you for your 
cooperation.

The public is invited         
No entrance admission…         
A plate will be passed during 
the performance for those 
who wish to make donations 
to the church. Contributions 
will be gratefully accepted…The Chamber Orchestra 

returns, playing Christmas 
songs and classics!

This event is part of  
The Bang Family Concert Series

656 Smithfield Valley Rd., Amenia, NY  

December 4
4:00

TheSmithfieldChurch.org /concert            
for program details…

The Smithfield Church

Christmas Concert and Tea
The Smithfield Chamber Orchestra    

under the direction of  Matt Finley

The Smithfield Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd., Amenia, NY 

December 4
4:00
…The Chamber Orchestra 
returns, playing Christmas 
songs and classics!
TheSmithfieldChurch.org/concert 
for program details…
This event is part of   
The Bang Family Concert Series

The public is invited         
No entrance admission…         
A plate will be passed during 
the performance for those 
who wish to make donations 
to the church. Contributions 
will be gratefully accepted.

Attendees are asked to wear a 
mask in the church, and those 

wishing to stay after the concert 
for tea are required to show 

proof  of  immunization. 
Thank you for your cooperation.

Rustling Wind 
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes 
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE

November 20 - December 31
Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE 
IN THE USA

All performances in the Bok Gallery.  
Proof of vaccination will be required.

Saturday, 
December 11

2:00pm & 
7:00pm 

The Timeless Classic 
LIVE On Stage!

Sunday, 
December 12

3:00pm

$10 Kids (12 and Under)

$20 Adults

More Info & Tickets:
SharonPlayhouse.org Saturday, 

December 18
3:00pm & 
7:00pm

Sunday, 
December 19

3:00pm

Friday, 
December 17

7:00pm

Holiday 
Entertainment 

for the 
Whole Family!

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts & Entertainment

Support local journalism.
Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute

BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

ARTISAN GIFTS AND 
EDIBLES AT D.M. HUNT 
LIBRARY SHOP

The Great Stephen Sondheim
STREAMING: ED FERMAN

Stephen Sondheim 
died last week at age 
91. He transformed 

the American musical. 
Ranking his musicals 
seems futile; they are all 
so different and almost 
all so good. Some of his 
best-known work, such as 
“Follies” and “Company,” 
is poorly suited for film 
adaptation, but two of his 
finest shows have had suc-
cessful movie versions.

“Into the Woods”
I saw the acclaimed 

2019 Barrington Stage 
production of this much-
loved show and came 
away thinking it doesn’t 
get any better than this. 
So I approached the film 
warily. But I doubt even 
the most fervent Sond-
heim worshippers will 
complain much about this 
spectacular 2014 Disney 
production, directed by 

The holiday pop-up 
shop at the D.M. Hunt 
Library in Falls Village, 
Conn., continues until 
Jan. 11, during library 
hours (Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 a.m. 
to 5p.m., Friday 3 from 
3 to 7 p.m. and Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.).

The Holiday Pop-
Up Shop has crafts, 
ornaments and 
foodie stash from local 
artisans and small 
businesses. Items for 
purchase will include 
glass ornaments by 
Nunwell Glass, pottery 
by Diane Schapira, 
small sculptures by 
Sergei Fedorjaczenko 
and toys by Jennifer 
Markow.  For foodies 
there will be culinary 

salts from Rolling Rock 
Farms, maple syrup 
from Lou Timolat 
and Eric Carlson’s 
Falls Village Saw Mill, 
and jams from Bosco 
Schell.  

For book lovers, 
there is a brand-new 
large Hunt tote bag 
and a book sale cart 
packed with volumes 
perfect for giving.

In addition, the 
exhibition Flora & 
Fauna remains on 
display through Dec. 
19. It features etchings 
of cats and wildlife 
by Allen Blagden and 
paintings on glass with 
marbled paper by Lilly 
Woodworth.

A portion of all sales 
benefits the library, 
which is at 63 Main St.

Rob Marshall and starring 
Meryl Streep. 

Sondheim and James 
Lapine have conjured up a 
captivating look at several 
fairy tales — Cinderella, 
Jack and the Beanstalk, 
Little Red Riding Hood — 
and intertwined them with 
a tale of their own. 

A baker (James Corden) 
and his wife (Emily Blunt) 
are sent on a quest by a 
witch (Streep) to find the 
following items in order to 
have a baby: “A cow white 
as milk, cape red as blood, 
hair yellow as corn, and 
slipper pure as gold.” 

During their adventures 
in the woods they en-
counter classic characters 
including Cinderella (Anna 
Kendrick), her evil step-
mother (Christine Barans-
ki) and the big bad wolf 
( Johnny Depp). 

The first act (or 1:15 into 
the film) ends with the 
success of their quest and 
everyone perhaps living 
happily ever after.

Something quite differ-
ent happens in the second 
act ( final 45 minutes). The 
story moves away from 
fairy tales and begins to 
resemble the way we live 
now; that is to say, it gets 
a lot darker. Some will 
survive; some won’t. 

The finale rewards us 
with a hopeful ending, two 
of Sondheim’s loveliest 
songs — “Children Will 
Listen” and “No One Is 
Alone” — and perhaps a 
few tears.

If you would like to step 
up from the usual holiday 
movies, gather the family 
and watch this wonderful 
show. Stream on Disney, 
rent on Amazon.

‘Sweeney Todd’
The Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street is definitely 
not a family show — unless 
you are the Addams Fam-
ily. I saw the stage version 
during a 1989 revival at 
Circle In The Square, which 
was like having a front row 
seat at a slaughterhouse. 

Tim Burton (“Edward 
Scissorhands,” “Batman”) 
directed the 2007 Dream-
Works film and was the 
perfect man for the job. 
Johnny Depp was cast 
as Todd, not an obvious 
choice — Jack Nicholson 
must have been tied up 
(“Here’s Sweeney!”) — but 
Depp gave a fine per-
formance that won him 
a Golden Globe and an 
Oscar.  Helena Bonham 
Carter plays Mrs. Lovett, 
and Sacha Baron Cohen 
makes a brief but splashy 

appearance.
Many of you will recall 

the plot. Todd returns 
to London after a false 
imprisonment, obsessed 
with avenging the judge 
who sent him away and 
took custody of his lovely 
daughter, Johanna. He gets 
his revenge but not before 
entering into a scheme 
to provide meat for Mrs. 
Lovett’s pies. Much slaugh-
ter ensues. The conclu-
sion is a shocking stew of 
intrigue, retribution and 
carnage, with some relief 
being provided by the 
romance between a young 
sailor and Johanna. 

The thrilling Sondheim 
score holds this dark 
melodrama together. Some 
songs may be familiar 
— “Pretty Women” and 
“Johanna” — but, as in all 
of his shows, the action 
does not pause for songs; 
they move the story along, 
like dialogue or opera. The 
director of the Metropoli-
tan Opera reportedly was 
willing to stage “Sweeney” 
at the Met. 

Turn up the brightness 
on your TV and stream it 
on Hulu or rent on Ama-
zon.

PHOTO COURTESY IMDB

Start a new holiday tradition by streaming 
Stephen Sondheim’s “Into the Woods,” 
starring local favorite actress Meryl Streep.

SMITHFIELD CHURCH 
CONCERT AND TEA DEC. 4

After a one-year hiatus, 
the Smithfield Church 
Christmas Concert & Tea 
returns on Saturday, Dec. 
4, at 4 p.m.

The Smithfield Cham-
ber Orchestra under the 
direction of Matt Fin-
ley will present holiday 
classics, an offertory on 
Greensleeves, excerpts 
from “The Nutcracker 
Suite,”  readings of two 
poems and more. 

There is no cost to 
attend. Masks are required 
for the concert; anyone 
attending the tea after the 
concert must bring proof 
of vaccination. 

The Smithfield Church 
is at 656 Smithfield Valley 
Road (Route 83) in Ame-
nia, N.Y. For more infor-
mation, contact thesmith-
fieldchurch@gmail.com or 
go to www.thesmithfield-
church.org.

IMAGE FROM DM HUNT LIBRARY

Handmade toys by Jennifer Markow are 
among items for sale at the D.M. Hunt Library 
pop-up shop in Falls Village, Conn. 
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At The 
Movies

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

The complete set of illustrations
by

Carl Chaiet 
From his book “Man’s First Word”   
Showing in the Group Exhibition 

OFF THE WALL

Opening: December 3rd, 6 – 8 pm
Where:  Kent Art Association

21 South Main Street, Kent
Show runs December 4 – December 24

Thursday – Sunday, 1 – 5 pm

SCAN HERE 
FOR SHOWTIMES 

& TICKETS 

FRI 12/03  > THURS 12/09 518.789.0022      themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

GIVE THE GIFT OF GREAT MOVIES!
gift cards i gift memberships  

movie and event tickets

themoviehouse.net

MetLive 
EURYDICE 
Saturday, Dec. 4
12:55 PM

WINTER STARTS 
NOW
Thursday, Dec. 9
7:30 PM

Bolshoi Ballet
THE NUTCRACKER
Sunday, Dec. 19
12:55 PM

DE
CE

M
BE

R 
10

DE
CE

M
BE

R 
17

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

12/1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9

“KING RICHARD” 
PG-13 

“HOUSE OF GUCCI” R
7:00 pm

Send items to calendar@lakevillejournal.com. All entries  
can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/events-calendar. 

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR

 MISC.
SWSA Ski Swap Sale, 

Lakeville Hose Company, 4 
Brook St., Lakeville, Conn. www.
salisburyisjumping.com
Dropoff Dec. 3, 4 to 7 p.m. 
Sale is Dec. 4, 8 to 11 a.m., 
pick up money, unsold 
equipment from 11 to 
noon. No dropoffs Dec. 4.

Housatonic Valley FFA 
Holiday Store,246 Warren 
Tpke., Falls Village, Conn., ffa.
hvrhs.org
Trees, wreaths, roping, 
poinsettias and more; Nov. 
27-Dec. 23, 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Hometown Holidays, 
Lakeville Firehouse, 4 Brook St., 
Lakeville, Conn. 
Dec. 4: 11-4 Vendor Fair; 
3-5 Photos with Santa; 5:30 
Tree Lighting

Santa and Cookie Contest 
in Sharon, Hotchkiss Library 
of Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
Street, Sharon, Conn., www.
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Meet Father Christmas, 
hear stories and participate 
in a craft, Dec. 4, 1 to 3:30 
p.m.; Holiday Cookie 
Contest, drop off cookies 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Tree Lighting in Sharon, The 
Green, Main St., Sharon, Conn.
Tree lighting, carols, hot 
cider on the porch of the 
Sharon Historical Society & 
Museum, Dec. 4 from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

Tree Lighting and 
Gingerbread House 
Competition, Cornwall 
Library, 30 Pine Street, Cornwall, 
Conn., www.cornwalllibrary.org
Children’s and adult 
categories with prizes, Dec. 
5 beginning at 4 p.m.

Kent parade of Lights, Kent, 
Conn.
Dec. 4, Line up at Kent 
Green at 5 p.m., Step off at 
6 p.m. 

 ART
The Clark Art Museum, 225 

South St., Williamstown, Mass. 
www.clarkart.edu
PRINT ROOM POP-UP, Dec. 
4, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Five Points Center for the 
Visual Arts, 855 University 
Dr., Torrington, Conn. www.
fivepointsgallery.org
CLAY SNOWMEN, Dec. 4, 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Kenise Barnes Fine Art, 7 
Fulling Lane, Kent, Conn. www.
kbfa.com
Holiday pop up shop, Dec. 
4, noon to 4 p.m.

 BOOKS
Oblong Books & Music, 26 

Main St., Millerton, N.Y. www.
oblongbooks.com
In-Person Book Signing: 
Annie Leibovitz, 
Wonderland, Dec. 5, 10 a.m.

The Mount, 2 Plunkett St., Lenox, 
Mass. www.edithwharton.org
Home: A Celebration with 
Charlotte Moss & Susan 
Wissler, Dec. 7, 4 p.m. 
(online).

 KIDS
Norman Rockwell Museum, 

9 Glendale Road, Stockbridge, 
Mass. www.nrm.org
Joyful Holidays Family Day, 
Dec. 4, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Winter Wonderland 
Scavenger Hunts, Dec. 5.

DAY TRIPS: DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Discovering the Secrets of a Summer Estate  
— Now That Autumn Has Arrived
Fall and winter usher 

in new seasons of 
beauty and tran-

quility throughout the 
510-acre Topsmead State 
Forest in Litchfield, Conn., 
whose crown jewel is an 
elegant yet understated 
circa 1925 English Tu-
dor-style cottage. 

Edith Morton Chase 
built her home at Tops-
mead as a summer es-
cape, but after the scent 
of spring and summer 
flowers is gone, the estate 
unfolds in a different way.

Trees that have shed 
their leaves reveal the 
bones of a landscape that 
captivates the senses. The 
main house, designed by 
noted architect Richard 
Henry Dana Jr., is the focal 
point, with its cypress 
exterior woodwork, lead 
downspouts, walls of brick 
and stucco, and slate roof.

Upon her death in 1972, 
Chase bequeathed her 
beloved country estate to 
the people of Connecticut 
and requested in her will 
that Topsmead remain un-
disturbed and in “a state of 
natural beauty,” according 
to a history of the forest on 
the state Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) web-
site. 

Over the years, an en-
dowment left by Chase — 
a savvy businesswoman, 
who built up her wealth 
and real estate holdings 
over the decades —has 
been used to preserve the 
buildings and grounds as 
they were at the time of 
her death.

The former landowner 
adored the outdoors, as is 

evident from the landscap-
ing around the cottage. 
Twisted old apple trees 
and ornamental cherry 
trees line the drive, com-
plementing the home’s 
striking architecture. Their 
leaves long gone, beauty is 
revealed in the few re-
maining apples high atop 
the trees, or the clusters of 
ruby-red cherries sus-
pended from barren limbs, 
making for a breath-taking 
silhouette against an azure 
sky. 

Plantings of holly and 
juniper come into focus, 
now that the forsythia, 
peonies, lilacs and fragrant 
perennials are enjoying 
their seasonal slumber. 
As the nights grow longer, 
the curled, fallen leaves 
and once-soft flower 
petals allow the sculptural 
evergreens and mature 
trees to make an elegant 
statement.

According to a history 
of the property on the 
DEEP website, in 1917 
Chase received 16 acres 
of land on Jefferson Hill in 
Litchfield from her father, 
Henry Chase, the first 
president of Chase Brass 
& Copper Company in 
Waterbury, Conn. 

She originally built a 
rustic cabin on the prop-

erty, which was later 
replaced by the current 
residence. In 1927, ac-
cording to the historical 
account, Chase purchased 
the former Buell Farm 
and renamed the property 
Topsmead Farm to reflect 
its “top of the meadow” 
location. At one time the 
farm produced food used 
on the estate.

On a recent late-morn-
ing visit, a handful of visi-
tors strolled the lawns and 
paths and rested at picnic 
tables scattered through-
out the site. The Edith 
M. Chase Ecology Trail 
offers a 7/10ths mile walk 
with interpretive signs. 
A weathered sign directs 
visitors to the forest’s but-
terfly garden and wildlife 
viewing blind.

The park, on Buell 
Road, is open for year-
round passive recre-
ation, including walking, 
bird-watching, picnicking 

and cross-country skiing. 
Gates open at 8 a.m. and 
close at sunset. Visitors 
are invited to picnic on 
the grounds; open fires or 
grills are not allowed. Pets 
on a leash are permitted 
in the picnic areas and on 
hiking trails.

The park and exterior of 
the building can be visited 
daily all year long; the 
gates close at sunset. 

For more information, 
go to https://portal.ct.gov/
DEEP/State-Parks/For-
ests/Topsmead-State-For-
est, or follow the Facebook 
link for the Friends of 
Topsmead State Forest.

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

 MOVIES
Bardavon, 35 Market St., 

Poughkeepsie, N.Y. www.
bardavon.org
FILM: IT’S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE (1946), Dec. 3, 8 p.m.

 MUSIC
Salisbury Association, 

Salisbury, Conn. www.
salisburyassociation.org
Annual Holiday Concert, 
Dec. 4, 5 p.m.

 THEATER
The Center for Performing 

Arts at Rhinebeck, 661 
Route 308, Rhinebeck, N.Y. www.
centerforperformingarts.org
A Christmas Carol, Dec. 3 
to 19.

Shakespeare & Company, 70 
Kemble St., Lenox, Mass. www.
shakespeare.org
The Wickhams: Christmas 
at Pemberley, Dec. 16 to 19.

The flowers are 
gone now at 
Topsmead State 
Forest in Litchfield, 
Conn., revealing the 
structures behind 
them. It’s a perfect 
time for a day trip.
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A walk in the snow: feels like winter

The views expressed 
here are not those of The 
Lakeville Journal and 
the Journal does not 
support or oppose can-
didates for public office.

Now, time for 
nourishing the spirit
In this year of vaccination and boosters, more holi-

day events are happening than in 2020, giving all the 
opportunity to find some inspiration in the season 

that was harder to come by last year. But,  you may find 
that after the revelation of a new variant of COVID and 
supply chain problems,  it seems as if the holiday spirit 
is still in too short a supply around your house this year. 
Time to encourage the first annual viewing of some family 
members’ favorite holiday movies and such activities? 
If that doesn’t do the trick, there are additional ways to 
increase the goodwill to all so necessary to enjoying the 
shortest and darkest days of the year. You will have your 
own ideas, and this year we would really like to hear about 
them through letters on our opinion pages, but here are a 
couple of suggestions to get you on your way.

Take a look through Compass this week to see calen-
dar listings, as well as briefs throughout the newspaper, 
of tree lightings and parades of lights, Menorah lightings, 
concerts, chorales, dance performances, decorating days, 
festivals of trees, seasonal theater, special showings of 
movies on the big screen, church bazaars and ceremo-
nies and more. Attending any of these will go a long way 
toward gathering some good feelings for the rest of the 
season. And after all, there has already been some snow to 
begin the process, so we should be halfway there. 

One important thing to remember at this time of year, 
though, is that many of the season’s celebrations also 
function as fundraisers for area nonprofit organizations. 
These include not only the churches, food pantries and 
gift collections, but also the libraries, historical societies, 
fire companies and more. Many of them may just wish to 
break even, yet would benefit from greater support at this 
time of year, especially after a time of extended pandem-
ic-limited activity. 

This year our plea to readers to support nonprofits will 
include, of course, this newly minted media nonprofit. 
The Lakeville Journal Foundation is now an approved 
nonprofit organization, and as noted in our enclosed letter 
of appeal for support, any donation to it will have tax 
benefits as allowed by law. So thank you to all our readers 
who include us in your end of year giving. It means so 
much to all of us who are working to keep local journal-
ism alive in the region.

Thinking about our neighbors who could use some 
help getting through the holidays, and the cold winter 
months to follow, can help give us all some reasons to feel 
good about giving to worthy organizations, as so many do 
at the end of the year coinciding with the holidays. 

If we find ways to help those in our communities who 
are struggling, as those holiday celebrations encourage us 
to do, and carry that sense of community into the months 
ahead, the spirit of the holidays will mean even more 
and have longlasting effects for those around us, and for 
ourselves.

Sharon Playhouse mourns the loss of 
longtime friend Marshall Schwarz

Last week the Sharon Play-
house lost one of its most be-
loved, loyal, supportive Board 
Members. And the Playhouse’s 
board, staff and management 
alike are heartbroken. 

His statesmanship, wisdom, 
commitment and generosity 

were as laudable as his sense 
of humor and cut-to-the-chase 
ability to address divisions and 
decisions. We are touched and 
humbled by his family’s request 
for support of the Playhouse in 
lieu of flowers. 

You are missed, Marshall. 

You will be remembered for as 
long as the Playhouse stands.

Emily Soell 
and the Board, 

Management and Staff 
of the Playhouse

Sharon

The hospital is trying to sustain itself
It seems to me that in all the hype and noise 

about Nuvance Health’s plans for Sharon Hos-
pital, there has been a certain amount of disin-
genuous and deceptive branding.

The group making all the noise about “Save 
Our Hospital” are misconstruing the effect of 
Nuvance’s plans.

Saving the hospital is exactly what Dr. Hirko 
and the Nuvance leadership are trying to do. And 
to save the overall organism, they have to sac-
rifice one element which is not self-sustaining.

So, if the protestors want to be more honest 

about the campaign, they should call it “Save 
Our Maternity Center.”

Because the overall fiscal viability of the 
hospital is exactly what Nuvance is trying to 
sustain. Painful changes often have to be made. 
Assets reassigned. Community needs redefined. 
Prioritizing the most important elements does 
not put the entire hospital at risk.

Quite the opposite.
Nat Benchley 

Sharon

100 years ago — December 
1921

SALISBURY — Several 
from this place went up on 
Mt. Riga last week to witness 
the devastation caused by the 
ice storm. While it was a mag-
nificent sight, the sun lighting 
up whole forests of glittering 
diamonds, it made all heartsick 
to see the terrific destruction of 
valuable trees.

LIME ROCK — Mr. Walter 
Boardman was out of town a 
few days the early part of the 
week buying Christmas goods.

The State Police Depart-
ment has condemned the town 
hall at Canaan. The Selectmen 
of that town are contemplating 
making the necessary changes 
and improvements.

LAKEVILLE — The frame 
work of E.J. Vosburgh’s new 
cottage on Bostwick Hill is 
up and Edward McCue’s new 
cottage on Main Street is also 
progressing.

Work on the new concrete 
road from Canaan to New Mil-
ford is to be started very soon.

Wm. Judd has installed a 
pipeless heater at his barber 
shop

50 years ago — December 
1971

That old Canaan — Falls 
Village — North Canaan con-
fusion cropped up again this 
week. This time it clouded 
the picture as to which town 
gets how much aid under the 

Emergency Employment Act 
of 1971. Thousands of dollars 
in services may be at stake. The 
mistake occurred when unem-
ployment figures for the town 
of North Canaan were origi-
nally attributed to Falls Village, 
giving that town an unemploy-
ment rate of 22.5 percent.

Although journalistic grem-
lins caused a mistaken headline 
on The Lakeville Journal’s front 
page last week, this   Saturday 
is the proper Saturday for the 
glass collection at the Salisbury 
town garage. The conscien-
tious recyclers who left their 
accumulated jars and bottles 
at the appointed spot last week 
needn’t worry; their contribu-
tions will be included in the 
regularly scheduled collection, 
which will be this Saturday 
morning from 8:30 to noon. 
The recycling committee of the 
Housatonic Audubon Society is 
sponsoring the project.

Irate Kent property owners 
remained up in the arms this 
week as efforts continue to find 
a way around tax revaluations 
that have increased local as-
sessments by as much as 3000 
percent. More than 150 prop-
erty owners voted last Friday 
night to seek redress of their 
grievances through a special 
town meeting, but Town Coun-
sel Thomas F. Wall advised later 
that such action would not be 
legal or binding upon the Kent 
Board of Assessors.

One of the early casualties 
of the winter weather was state 
trooper Dean Hammond, who 

lives on Twin Lakes Road in 
Salisbury. While patrolling on 
Mt. Riga on his snowmobile 
last Thursday, Trooper Ham-
mond fell from the vehicle and 
dislocated his shoulder. Salis-
bury’s resident state trooper 
Robert Smithwick, who was 
with Trooper Hammond, on 
his own snowmobile, came to 
the rescue and transported the 
injured man down the moun-
tain.

Milt Machlin of Brinton Hill 
Road, Amesville, has been ap-
pointed editor of Argosy mag-
azine. Mr. Machlin has been 
with Argosy since 1958. He was 
promoted from picture editor 
to managing editor in 1961 and 
to executive editor in 1967.

The Berkshire-Litchfield 
Environmental Conservancy 
Council in Lakeville has ob-
tained 1,000 “SAVE CANAAN 
MOUNTAIN” bumper stick-
ers as reminders of its opposi-
tion to the Canaan Mountain 
pumped-storage project. They 
are available to members and 
friends.

The 1971 edition of the 
White Oak, Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School’s year-
book, recently was honored 
with an award in journalism. 
The award was presented by the 
New England Scholastic Press 
Association for last year’s pub-
lication.

East Cornwall is a small 
rural community situated at 
the top of Great Hill, lying in 
the eastern part of Cornwall. 

Houses are at least a quarter 
mile apart. In the past two or 
three years, several newcom-
ers have moved into this com-
munity and have not become 
acquainted with each other or 
those who have lived here for 
many years. Miss Harriet L. 
Clark, a lifetime resident, de-
cided to do something about 
it. On Tuesday, she and Mrs. 
Marjorie Osuch held a coffee 
klatch at Mohawk Farm, Miss 
Clark’s home, to enable these 
neighbors to become better ac-
quainted. Twelve were invited 
and nine were able to attend. 
An enjoyable hour was spent 
by all.

Dr. Richard Collins of 
Lakeville has accepted the post 
of Director of Health for the 
Town of North Canaan. Select-
men announced last week their 
appointment of Dr. Collins, a 
specialist in internal medicine 
and a member of the Sharon 
Clinic staff since 1968. Dr. 
Collins fills the vacancy cre-
ated this fall by the death of 
Dr. Robert Sellew Jr. With Dr. 
Sellew’s death North Canaan 
lost its only resident physician.

Adv: Cook in minutes, not 
hours... with the new Hotpoint 
Portable Microwave Oven. Op-
erates on standard 115V outlet. 
Needs no special wiring. Per-
fect for kitchen, patio, pool-
side, cabin, boat or campsite. 
Cuts conventional cooking 
time 50 to 90 percent. Do a 
meat loaf in 18 minutes. Ideal 

Continued next page

Of Fire, Ice 
and Hollow 
Men

Robert Frost’s famous 
poem, “Fire and Ice,” 
which posed the ques-

tion whether the world will end 
in fire or in ice, was published 
in Harper’s Magazine just over 
a century ago, in 1920. The 
nine-line poem may have been 
inspired by the poet’s reading 
of Dante’s “Inferno” or, more 
likely, by a conversation with 
Harvard astronomer Harlow 
Shapley whom Frost had asked, 
a year before he wrote the 
poem, how the world would 
end. Shapley replied that either 
the sun would explode and 
incinerate the Earth or Earth 
would end up freezing in deep 
space.

Now, in 2021, the answer to 
Frost’s question seems increas-
ingly clear. The headline of an 
August 6, 2021, Wall Street 
Journal report by Ann M. 
Simmons, the Journal’s Mos-
cow bureau chief, read “One 
of the coldest places on earth” 
— Yakutia, about 3,000 miles 
from Moscow — “is on fire.” 
The subhead noted that “Blazes 
could pump a record amount of 
CO2 into the atmosphere, with 
wildfires also plaguing Califor-
nia, Turkey, and Canada.” 

The Moscow Times, for its 
part, pointed out that, while 
global warming is thawing Si-
berian soil that has been frozen 
for millennia, Russia is warm-
ing 2.5 times faster than the 
planet. The headline of an April 
30, 2019, Nature magazine arti-
cle, by Merritt R. Turetsky and 
colleagues, spelled out the re-
sult: “Permafrost collapse is ac-
celerating carbon release.” The 
text went on to warn that “the 
sudden collapse of thawing 
soils” may double the warming 
from greenhouse gases released 
from the tundra.” 

Meanwhile, as the climate 
warms, the sea level of the 
world’s oceans is rising. As a 
Nov. 5, 2021, The Conversation 
article, by Jianjun Yin, associate 
professor of geosciences at the 
University of Arizona, noted: 
“Since 1880, average global 
sea levels have risen by more 
than 8 inches…and the rate 
has been accelerating with 
climate change.” As Professor 
Yin pointed out, if the polar ice 
in Greenland and Antarctica 
melted completely, the glob-
al sea level would rise by 200 
feet—“about the height of the 
Statue of Liberty.” 

Drowning Lady Liberty, not 
to mention the east, south and 
west coasts of America, should 
be a criminal offense, but the 
oil companies have gotten away 
with attempted matricide for 
decades — as exemplified by 
a headline in the October 26, 

Continued next page
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large

One of the consequences to all 
the new inground pools being 
installed in this real estate boom 
is the fact that they are lethal kill 
zones for wildlife such as frogs, 
toads, salamanders, turtles and  
small mammals. � is is completely 
unnecessary, as a wildlife biologist, 
Rich Mason, has developed a 
very simple device that allows 
this wildlife to escape from the 
swimming pool and continue 
on with their lives. What is even 
more amazing is the price is under 
25 dollars per unit. For more 
information and to prepare for 
next spring please visit: 
https://froglog.us/.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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If You Ask Me
Dick Ahles

I Am Wide 
Awake
Varoujan Froundjian

EarthTalk®
From The Editors 
of “E,” The 
Environmental 
Magazine

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

for instant menus, snacks, re-
heating or defrosting. $399.00  
Kustom Kitchens of Litchfield 
Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Isadore Tadi-
ello of Canaan and Mrs. and 
Mrs. Roy Stanard of Norfolk 
left Saturday for Pearl Harbor 
where they will participate in a 
reunion of the veterans of that 
fateful day. Mr. Tadiello was 
stationed on the USS Curtiss 
during the attack while Mr. 
Stanard served aboard the 
Thornton.

25 years ago — December 
1996

Michael Flint, the man who 
characterizes himself as the 
Northwest Corner’s Rush Lim-
baugh, is giving up his Sunday 
morning radio show “Straight 
Talk.” After 30 months on the 
air, Mr. Flint’s next broadcast is 
his last. Pressures from various 
sources forced him to give up 
the show, he explained in an in-
terview Wednesday morning.

Jennifer Martin was recog-
nized as an Iris Honor Scholar 
at Elmira College earlier this 
semester. Ms. Martin is the 
daughter of Arthur and Carol 
Martin of West Cornwall.

Citing serious radio trans-
mission problems due to the 
area’s topography, Litchfield 
County Dispatch, which han-
dles emergency 911 calls for 
19 area towns, has plans to 
erect a communications tow-
er in Canaan. The free-stand-
ing lattice-type tower would 
be located on the Foley Farm 
on Lower Road. Fire company 
volunteers often have difficul-
ty getting signals on their pag-
ers. For example, firefighters 
who work at Brewer Brothers 
in downtown Canaan have to 
rely on the fire siren directly 
above them to alert them to an 
emergency, since the radio sig-
nal does not reach their pagers 
there.

Kent Center School stu-
dents have a thriving business 
in returnable cans and bottles. 
They collect them and use the 
deposit returns to enlarge their 
financial account for laptop 
computers, which will be de-
livered in January, and for field 
trips. Cans and bottles may be 
left in the red shed next to the 
school entrance.

These items were taken from 
The Lakeville Journal archives 
at Salisbury’s Scoville Memori-
al Library, keeping the original 
wording intact as possible.

Continued from previous 
page

2015, Scientific American article by Shannon Hall titled “Exxon 
Knew about Climate Change almost 40 years ago.” 

Shell knew, too, as demonstrated by a 1991 educational film 
titled “Climate of Concern,” produced by Shell and obtained by 
the Dutch journalism platform de Correspondent, which “warned 
that the company’s own product could lead to extreme weather, 
floods, famines, and climate refugees….” 

Last January, Sludge, an independent, nonprofit news outlet 
that produces investigative journalism on lobbying and money 
in politics, posted an article by Alex Kotch headed “Members 
of Congress Own Up to $93 million in Fossil Fuel Stocks.” The 
subhead noted: “As dire climate change

projections mount, one in four members of Congress is in-
vested in oil, gas, or coal interests.”

Meanwhile, it may be worth noting that T.S. Eliot came up 
with his own memorable suggestion of how the world might end, 
in “The Hollow Men,” published in 1925, five years after Frost’s 
“Fire and Ice”:

This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang but a whimper.

Jon Swan is a poet, journalist and former senior editor of the 
Columbia Journalism Review.  His writing can be found at www.
jonswanpoems.com.

Guest Commentary
Jon Swan

Of Fire, Ice and Hollow Men
Continued from previous page

Now that he’s been ac-
quitted of murdering 
two with his illegal 

semi-automatic, 18-year-old 
Kyle Rittenhouse  should  go 
home and spare us from having 
to listen to his unformed views 
on current events.

His own lawyer has advised 
him to change his name and 
start his life over again. He 
should, for his own good and 
that of this deeply divided na-
tion.

But he probably won’t.
The temptation to become 

an extremist icon will be too 
great and he will likely let 
himself be exploited by those 
who see him as a useful prop 
for their own pursuits. I hope 
I’m wrong.

Some of the members of 
Congress who made noises 
about making the teenager a 
congressional intern will fol-
low through on the offer and 
Rittenhouse or his mother may 
see it as a nice career move.

Rep. Madison Cawthorn, 
one of our stranger statesmen, 
released a video after the ver-
dict reminding his followers, 
“You have a right to defend 
yourself. Be armed, be dan-
gerous, be moral.” He has in-
vited Rittenhouse to accept an 
internship in his office where 
he can be armed and dangerous 
and moral while getting coffee 
for the congressman and his 
staff.

Donald Trump Jr., the noted 
big game hunter, is promoting 
a gun rights organization’s 
plan to send  Rittenhouse a 
brand, new AR-15 to replace 
the one the police confiscated.
And don’t be surprised if the 
National Rifle Assn. treats him 
like its Man of the Year or at 
least, its Second Amendment 
poster boy, the living and 

breathing personification of the 
21st century militiaman. Only 
now we call them vigilantes.

I have no quarrel with the 
Kenosha, Wis., jury that delib-
erated 26 hours before unani-
mously accepting Rittenhouse’s 
contention 
that he was 
defending 
h i m s e l f 
when he 
shot and 
killed one 
demonstra-
tor  who at-
tempted  to seize his gun and 
the other who attacked him 
with a skateboard. He then 
wounded the third who had 
pointed a handgun at him.

There were many hot but-
ton side issues surrounding this 
case: vigilantism, racial justice, 
gun rights and the like but the 
jury accepted the defendant’s 
claim of self defense and that’s 
all it had to do.

Legal experts point out that 
Wisconsin law, like many other 
states, requires the prosecution 
to disprove a defendant’s claim 
he was trying to defend himself 
when he killed someone and 
to do it beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

The Kenosha prosecutors 
failed but they did show vid-
eo of Rittenhouse recklessly 
pointing his semi-automatic 
at people before the shooting 
started. The teenager had no 
firearms training, but he did 
have the right to openly carry 
the weapon he was too young 
to buy or own. If you think this 
makes no sense, you’re on to 
something.

The presiding judge, Bruce 
Schroeder, who seemed hostile 
to the prosecution, inexplicably 
dropped a charge of unlawfully 
carrying a dangerous weapon, 

which Rittenhouse was clear-
ly doing. And even though it 
would have been a misdemean-
or, probably carrying no jail 
time, conviction would have 
at least acknowledged Ritten-
house’s conduct was something 

less than heroic.
He was, with-

out a doubt, play-
ing vigilante and 
the vigilante is the 
next worst thing 
to the lynch mob-
ster in the lexicon 
of those who take 

the law into their own hands. 
The process of turning him into 
a hero continued within hours 
of the verdict with his book-
ing on the Tucker Carlson talk 
show, with other Fox propa-
gandists waiting in the wings.

Thoughtful conservatives 
like David French agreed with 
parents of the Parkland, Fla., 
school shooting victims in ex-
pressing fear that Rittenhouse 
will soon be joined by copycats 
who see his verdict as a license 
for them to obtain a gun and 
play militiaman. 

“When you turn a foolish 
young man into a hero,” wrote 
French in The Atlantic, “you’ll 
see more foolish young men try 
to emulate his example.”

There won’t be a shortage 
of foolish younger and older 
men in a nation that has more 
guns than people. And if the 
Supreme Court makes open 
carrying easier in an upcom-
ing New York case, we can ex-
pect more gun toting teenagers 
and their elders standing their 
ground, shooting and killing 
and making not always legiti-
mate pleas of self defense.

Simsbury resident Dick Ahles 
is a retired journalist. Email him 
at rahles1@outlook.com.

The acquitted vigilante 
should spare us his views

I have no doubt that anyone 
reading even the first few 
sentences of this column 

will guess my age and they will 
definitely be right on the mon-
ey. Yet, although I am not a kid 
anymore and I’ve gone through 
the so-called many phases of 
life, I do not consider myself 
a close-minded person. I am 
very much up to date with tech-
nology, and I feel very much 
at home with different kinds  
of software. I do pay my bills 
online, and guess what? I just 
connected my iPhone to the 
printer through wi-fi, which 
made me feel I am pretty much 
in touch with our new reality. 

But when I recently signed 
up to one of those social media 
apps that helps bring neighbors 
together and gives the people 
who live around us a sense of 
community and fellowship, 
that’s when I realized how old 
fashioned and outdated my way 
of connecting with people has 
been. And it appeared that the 
only way I might have a sense 
of joy and connectedness with 
neighbors is if my skills are, us-
ing a tech word, “upgraded.” 
Which means that instead of a 
face-to-face and personal inter-
action, I should use an app to 
communicate with people who 
live only a stone’s throw away 
from my house.

And this is exactly where I 
felt an inner resistance and total 
unwillingness to adapt to this 
new reality of what a neighbor 
and neighborhood means to 

Missing the old neighborhood
me. In fact, I actually felt that 
emotional need to somehow 
transport myself to those olden 
days, where instead of scroll-
ing up and down the screen 
to find out what’s going on in 
the neighborhood, I wanted to 
actually feel and sense the per-
son, the beat-
ing of his or 
her heart, the 
facial expres-
sions and the 
tone of voice 
of the person 
I am in touch 
with.

Oh boy, 
now the reader will definite-
ly know my true age, espe-
cially when I tell the story of 
when, decades ago, neighbors 
watched my aunt climb the roof 
of her house and shout from the 
top of her lungs informing the 
folks in town that her daughter 
just had a baby girl who is as 
beautiful as a mermaid and that 
the baby had blue eyes like her 
old Uncle Samuel, and curly 
hair like old Aunt Martha. 

The echo of that announce-
ment reverberated from win-
dow to window, door to door 
and from mouth to ear until 
the entire neighborhood knew 
all about the baby girl who had 
blue eyes and curly hair. And in 
return they whispered prayers 
and expressed wishes of health 
and happiness for the parents 
and the new baby. And that’s 
exactly how news was broad-
cast and how people expressed 
their feelings of joy and sadness 
in those now forgotten pre-tech 
days.

But that’s exactly why hav-
ing been brought up in an 
old-fashioned neighborhood, 
I felt it was perfectly normal 
for me when my wife and I first 
moved to this beautiful town 
of Lakeville, to walk across the 
street and knock at the door 
of my neighbor and ask if they 
have any advice in finding 

someone who can shovel out 
the snow. And to my surprise 
and astonishment, my new 
neighbor, who couldn’t even 
pronounce my name, told me 
that he would be delighted to 
plow the snow himself and that 
will be without any charge. And 

that was for me 
like a home-
coming thou-
sands of miles 
away from my 
birthplace. 

To this day, 
I am still a be-
liever of getting 
my information 

from an actual person, a hu-
man being with whom I can 
share a laugh, a shake of hands 
and at some point perhaps a 
cup of coffee and, why not, 
sometime in the very near fu-
ture a backyard barbecue with 
all the members of our families. 

But things have changed. 
Don’t I know it? 

And even an old-school 
fellow like me understands 
the hazards of openness with 
neighbors who might seem 
friendly but might intrude on 
our privacy and cause trouble. 
Yet, I will always before login 
to another neighborhood app 
will not hesitate to knock on 
a neighbor’s door, say, “Hello 
neighbor,” and after a little chat 
about the best or worst pizza 
place in town, I will ask if he 
has any suggestions on where 
to buy a Christmas tree.

And that’s the flesh and 
blood kind of neighborhood 
I am still longing for. Which 
proves the saying that you can 
take the man out of the old 
neighborhood, but you can’t 
take the old neighborhood out 
of the man.

Varoujan Froundjian is a 
digital artist and writer. He 
can be reached at: varlink3050@
gmail.com.

Dear EarthTalk: What are 
conservation dogs?  
— Jon Gretcham, Portland, OR

Simply put, conservation 
dogs are canines specially 
trained in sniffing out evidence 
of specific wildlife species that 
scientists are seeking to learn 
more about for one reason 
or another. Most commonly 
these dogs are used to help bi-
ologists understand where and 
how threatened or endangered 
wildlife species are hanging 
on—or if they are still around 
at all.

At the forefront of this bur-
geoning field is Rogue Detec-
tion Teams (RDT), a Washing-

ton State based non-profit that 
sends their specially trained 
dogs around North America 
and beyond to 
help scientific 
researchers, 
government 
agencies and 
n on - prof i t 
groups gather 
field evidence 
in order to 
further their 
conservation work. 

It’s no wonder that conser-
vationists have started using 
detection dogs, a standard 
practice in the military and 
law enforcement since the 

1940s when U.S. troops first 
employed canines to detect 
German land mines in North 

Africa. By 
pairing hu-
man handlers 
well-versed in 
ecology and 
biology (the 
“bounders”) 
with detection 
dogs trained on 
a specific scent, 

conservationists can monitor 
the density, distribution and 
overall health of certain species 
of concern.

To wit, Rogue’s dogs have 
worked all over the world help-
ing conservation groups bolster 
their cases with hard data col-
lected in the field. 

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. 
To donate, visit www.earthtalk.
org. 

Dogs that help endangered species
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Our Towns

Real Estate
The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

To view all the news 
and Classifieds, go to 
our website at www.
tricornernews.com

Email your classified 
ad to classified@

lakevillejournal.com.

VEHICLE 
STORAGE

HEATED VEHICLE STOR-
AGE BUILDING: 4 month 
minimum term: $225.00/
mo and up; Size depen-
dent. Mouse proof. Call 
Robin Leech @ 856-435-
9891 for more info.

HELP WANTED
DRIVER: For the Lakeville Jour-

nal Company for newspaper 
routes, part time Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and some Fridays. 
Call Janet Manko. 860-435-
9873, x 201 or email publish-
er@lakevillejournal.com

HELP WANTED, JANITORIAL 
AND OR COMMERCIAL 
CLEANER: 30-35 hrs. per 
week or part time. 5-7 years 
experience. Position is early 
morning start, M-F. Must be 
reliable and detail oriented. 
845-546-7657.

ISABELLA FREEDMAN JEW-
ISH RETREAT CENTER: is a 
year-round 120-person retreat 
facility that is located in Falls 
Village, CT. New employees 
are eligible for a signing bo-
nus of $1,000. At the time of 
hire, the new employee will 
receive $250. After 45 days, 
provided they have no active 
disciplinary issues, the new 
employee will receive the re-
maining $750. Want to work at 
a beautiful, peaceful location, 
with great people? This is the 
place to be! We are currently 
seeking a Facilities Manager, 
Hospitality Specialists, Dish-
washers, Sous Chef, and Re-
treat Services Associates. For 
more details please visit our 
website at https://hazon.org/
about/jobs-internships/ and 
email a copy of your resume 
to jobs@hazon.org.

NEWLY REVISED: Seeking a 
Family Resource Assistant to 
assist with Case Management 
and family support programs 
(food, housing, utilities, school 
supplies). Associate or Bach-
elor’s degree in social work, 
human development, human 
services or related area OR 2 
years of experience in a similar 
position. Must be bilingual/
Spanish speaking. Full po-
sition description available 
at www.neccmillerton.org/
employment. EEO/EPO.

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  
860-824-0027

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

CLASSIC VILLAGE DUTCH COLONIAL 
2,219 SQ.FT. • .75 ACRES • 3 BR • 2 FULL BATH

CANAAN, CT. Well-loved home pairs vintage quality construction w/ 
modern updates & amenities. Fir & maple flooring, bright window seats 
in many rooms, built-in bookcases, high ceilings, bay windows, covered 
front porch.
Web# EH4756           Dave Taylor                      $420,000

SALISBURY, CT
860-435-2200

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
860-824-0027

We’re now offering Virtual Factory Tours! 
Visit westchestermodular.com 

to learn more.

Tour the 
Factory in 
Wingdale, 

NY 

HELP WANTED
OPEN POSITIONS TOWN OF 

AMENIA: The Town of Amenia 
is seeking applications for the 
paid positions of Assessor’s 
Clerk (Municipal experience 
preferred, not required) and 
for Maintenance Mechanic. 
Letter of Interest and Resume 
may be submitted via email to 
dmklingner@ameniany.gov or 
via mail to Town Clerk, Dawn 
Marie Klingner, 4988 Route 22 
Amenia NY 12501. Application 
Deadline: Noon, December 
15, 2021.

PT GARDENER LAKEVILLE: 
Flowers, weeding, pool/boat 
care, dump runs. Light snow 
removal. Year round, 20 hrs/
week, mornings. $20-$25/hr., 
based on experience. Long 
term opportunity. Beautiful 
setting. Extensive Background 
Check. Contact: Rob Pearson. 
Email: Pearson.r99@aol.com.

PT/FT EXECUTIVE HOUSE-
KEEPER: Lakeville, CT/Great 
Barrington,MA area. Expe-
rience with large estate or 
5-star type hotel. Meticulous 
cleaning skills. Must have great 
references. Flexible Schedule. 
Long term opportunity. $25-
$30+/hr, experience based + 
benefits. Learn more at www.
housekeeping-job.com.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

A1 HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS: 
I te m s  re m ove d  a n d 
trucked away from homes, 
garages, barns, etc. Call Bill 
860-364-4653.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
NEED PHYSICAL THERAPY 
AT HOME?: Avoid the clinic. 
Orthopedic manual physical 
therapist available for in-home 
care. New start-up serving 
Litchfield County. Learn more 
at FLEXabilityLLC.com or call 
828-301-8129.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Pick up and delivery. 
Serving the Northwest Corner. 
413-717-2494.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call 
or text 917-538-1617. email 
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

HOLIDAY
FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES 

FOR SALE: Open Wednesdays 
through Sundays,1pm to 4 
pm. Other times by appoint-
ment. Located at 21Cardinal 
Lane, Salisbury, CT. Phone 860-
318-5096 with any questions.

FREE!
FREE KINDLING FOR YOUR 

FIREPLACE AND WOOD 
STOVE: Right sized, totally 
dry, pick up all you want (I have 
alot!) Gallatinville NY. Text or 
call David 917-648-1358.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1966 
revised March 12, 1989 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color religion, sex, handicap 
or familial status or national 
origin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the 
State of Connecticut General 
Statutes 46a-64c which pro-
hibit the making, printing or 
publishing or causing to be 
made, printed or published 
any notice, statement or ad-
vertisement with respect to 
the sale or rental of a dwelling 

REAL ESTATE
:that indicates any preference, 

limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, 
marital status, age, lawful 
source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

2 BED 2 BATH HOUSE ON 
PRIVATE ESTATE: $2500 + 
utilities. 860-309-4482.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

16.5+ acres, lightly wooded, possible views, 2 lots offer boundary 
adjustments for desired final use.  SET right between Salisbury and 
Lakeville. Offered at $750,000.

VILLAGE PARCEL: 5.9 acres, wooded and open.  Trout stream 
and rail trail boundaries:  rail trail access to village center by foot 
or bike.  View, privacy, with choice location for in-village living. 
Offered at $425,000.

SALISBURY/LAKEVILLE SALSIBURY

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

WINTER IS A GREAT TIME TO LOOK AT LAND. You should look at land now to see it at its 
worst, which makes it better in every other season. We have several VERY Special lots for viewing.  

Two are listed here and they are great no matter what the season. 
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KENT — Supply chain inter-
ruptions and labor shortages are 
continuing across the country, so 
it makes sense to buy holiday gifts 
from local vendors this year (and 
every year!). 

St. Andrew’s Church in Kent 
got a hop on the holiday shopping 

season with its annual Christmas 
Bazaar, held on Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Santa made an appearance  (see 
photo, Page A1), wearing a mask, 
as did the youngsters who came to 
discuss their wish lists with him.

— Cynthia Hochswender

PHOTOS BY
LANS CHRISTENSEN

Finding homes for the holidays 
SALISBURY — Help at-risk families remain in their homes 

during the holiday season and enjoy a read-aloud of the original 
Paddington bear story by Michael Bond on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 3 
p.m. in the ballroom at The White Hart inn. Masks are required; 
seating is on the floor (pillows are welcome). 

There is no cost to attend. Donations are welcome for the 
Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness.

SWSA Ski & Skate Sale on Dec. 4
SALISBURY — The Salis-

bury Winter Sports Association 
(SWSA) annual sale of new and 
used ski and skate equipment 
and  clothing will be held Sat-
urday, Dec. 4, at the Lakeville 
Hose Company in Lakeville 
from 8 to 11 a.m.

Residents can bring equip-
ment to be sold Friday, Dec. 3, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. No equipment 
will be accepted on Saturday. 

On Saturday from 11 a.m.  
to noon, pick up money or un-
sold equipment. Any remaining 
equipment after noon Saturday 
will become the property of 
SWSA.

Equipment eligible for sale 
includes downhill skis, boots 
and poles; cross-country skis, 
boots and poles; ice skates and 
hockey equipment; snowboards 
and boots and snow shoes (no 
clothing ).

Shop early, avoid the rush

Wreaths, wrapping 
paper and wonder 
were on display at 
the Christmas Ba-
zaar, where shoppers 
could stock up on 
stockings, gifts and 
holiday decor.
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Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Animal Care

Generator Repair 

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Landscaping

Heating Oil & Propane

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager
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GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Follow us!

(860) 738-1114
Heating oil & Propane

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

Grounds Maintenance

Can you imagine a world without your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?

Support local journalism.

Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute
BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers
Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug

Water & Electric Lines Dug 
Drainage Installed • Landclearing  • Grading 

Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls

Tree And Shrub Planting

Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up
Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization

Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control
Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing

Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Excavation

Landscaping

Grounds Maintenance

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
MaintenanceSHARON LAWN  

& LANDSCAPE 
Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE, 
SAVE MORE!

5-10 SHADES
SAVE 25%

11+ SHADES
SAVE 30%

*Excludes Lutron & 
Hunter Douglas

Good through 12/31/21
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