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26 Main Street, Millerton, NY   oblongbooks.com (518) 789-3797

Baking with Dorie
by Dorie Greenspan

The renowned author & winner of five 
James Beard Awards offers a collection 
that celebrates the sweet, the savory, 

and the simple.

From actor and food obsessive Stanley 
Tucci, an intimate and charming memoir 

of life in and out of the kitchen.
A profoundly revealing vision of the 

American past and present.

Cat Kid Comic Club: 
Perspectives

by Dav Pilkey

In the Spirit of a Dream
by Aida Salazar and Alina Chau

Barakah Beats
by Maleeha Siddiqui

An Elderly Lady Must 
Not be Crossed

by Helene Tursten

The official account of the creation of 
The Beatles’ final album, Let It Be, told 
in their own words, with hundreds of 

previously unpublished images.

A graphic novel adventure about 
friendship, defying expectations, 

and finding your place.
Ages 8-12

Maud may be nearly ninety, but if you 
cross her, this elderly lady is more sinister 

than sweet. 

The beloved New York Times best-selling 
YA fantasy is now a graphic novel.

Ages 14+

A tribute to American immigrants of 
color, written in poems and illustrated by 
1st & 2nd generation immigrant artists.

Ages 5-7

From the author and illustrator of 
Dog Man and Captain Underpants. 

Ages 7+

A  joyous novel about a Muslim girl who 
finds her voice by joining her school’s 

most popular boy band.
Ages 8-12

Grace and her friends must protect a 
newly hatched dragon from 

mysterious evildoers.
Ages 8-12

M
ariner Books

Scholastic

Scholastic

Etch/Clarion Books

Scholastic Press

Klutz Press

Mia Tang finally gets to go on 
vacation with her family -- to China!

Ages 8-12

Random
 H

ouse

Ten Speed Press

O
ne W

orld

Soho Crim
e

Scholastic

O
rchard Books

Graceling: 
The Graphic Novel

by Kristin Cashore & Gareth Hinds 

TASTE: My Life Through Food
by Stanley Tucci

The Beatles: Get Back
by The Beatles

Room to Dream
by Kelly Yang

Scholastic Press

Manu: A Graphic Novel
by Kelly Fernández 

The 1619 Project:
A New Origin Story
by Nikole Hannah-Jones

Klutz Pastel Studio
Beginner-friendly oil pastel techniques 

and practice space to make 
colorful creations.

Ages 6-12

Notable Native People
by Adrienne Keene & 

Ciara Sana (Illustrator)

Oh William!
by Elizabeth Strout

Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth Strout 
explores the mysteries of marriage and 

the secrets we keep.

50 Indigenous Leaders, Dreamers, and 
Changemakers from Past and Present.

G
allery Books

Callaw
ay Arts &

 Entertainm
ent

City of Dragons
by Jaimal Yogis 

& Vivian Truong (illustrator)

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR ADULTS & KIDS
OBLONG BOOKS 
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KITCHENS ◆ BATHS ◆ TILES ◆ CABINETS

Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm • Saturday 9am-3pm
860-824-0209 • 14 Church Street, Canaan, CT

danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

Happy Holidays!

Everything you need to make 
your pet’s holiday a happy one!

Catering to the needs of the
well-loved pet since 1993

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30; Saturday: 9 to 4
333 Main Street, Lakeville CT (860) 435-883319 Main St.

Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer
19 Main St. Salisbury, CT 

860 435 1414 • salisburywines.com

THANK 
YOU

Wine •Spirits•Beer
Spiegelau glassware•Delivery & more
Open 7 days a week •Call for holiday hours

19 Main St. Salisbury, CT •860 435 1414

Wishing everyone a happy Wishing everyone a happy 
and healthy holiday seasonand healthy holiday season

Ch� rs!Ch� rs!
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Wishing for a 
Better 2022

Honestly,  2021 hasn’t been all we 
had hoped for, after a rough 2020. 
But let’s not get all Grinch-y here, as 
we launch into the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year, a time of hope, joy 
and forgiveness. This holiday season, 
like the one that came before it, will 
be one of shopping challenges. Many 
commercially produced gifts will ar-
rive late this year, because of shortages 
of this and that and delays here and 
there. Perhaps this will be a year when 
we shop local, do more with less and 
embrace the old New England tradi-
tions. Our writers have shared some 
inspiring ideas for holiday gifts in this 
special issue; but above all we wish 
you a 2022 that will remind us what  a 
wonderful place our world can be. 

— Cynthia Hochswender
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S A L O N | S P A | S K I N C A R E
litchfield-spa.com | 860-567-8575 | 407A Bantam Road

S H O P B O U T I Q U E + G I F T C A R D S
O N L I N E O R I N - S T O R E

S P A L I D A Y
I N T H E H I L L S

$ 3 9 5 | 4 H R S

This limited edition spa package is
the perfect holiday treat featuring a

50-Minute Cause+Medic CBD
Massage, OSEA Organic Spa Facial,

Spa Pedicure and Spa Manicure

HA P P Y
S P A L I D A Y S

Why a ‘Summer’ 
Sausage Is the Key 
To Winter Holiday 
Happiness
By Kate Hochswender

For me, the Christmas 
spirit doesn’t hit with 
the fi rst snowfall or a 

greeting card from a be-
loved family member, but 
while wandering the holiday 
aisles of department stores 
admiring shelves stacked to 
overfl owing with brightly 
colored baubles to hang 
on your tree, cinnamon 
and gingerbread scents, 
ceramic elves and Santas, 
candy canes of every color, 
all beckoning for you to buy 
them — even though you 
told yourself you would save 
your Christmas budget to 
spend on real, substantive 
gifts for friends and family, 

not more tchotchkes and 
candy to hoard in the al-
ready overfi lled “Christmas 
box” that spends most of the 
year in your basement. 

Among the many things 
you fi nd in every store’s 
Christmas aisle, there is one 
recurring item that always 
catches my eye — unexpect-
edly alluring, almost hyp-
notic even in its banality 
among so many other blink-
ing lights, sweet smells and 
promises of holiday cheer: 
The summer sausage-and-
cheese gift box. 

Hickory Farms is a com-
mon brand. Other retailers 
that have sausage boxes are 

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Writer Kate Hochswender wonders why it’s called “summer 
sausage” when it’s a winter holiday staple food.

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER
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860 364 5768  • david.rickswine@gmail.com 
12 Gay Street, Sharon CT

Mon-Wed  9:00-7:00  •  Thur-Sat  9:00-8:00  
Sun  10:00-4:00

Delivery available

WW
in

e &
 SpiritS Merchant

Sharon, connecticut

W H E E L E R

Smoky Valley, Hillshire Farms, 
Swiss Colony and Harry & David. 
The layouts are all comparable. 
They come with a wrapped 
summer sausage, some type of 
cheese, usually a box of crack-
ers and sometimes even a jar of 
mustard. There are often small-
er versions, and then progres-
sively more “deluxe” options, 
with more samplings of meats, 
cheeses and condiments to try. 

Perhaps it was the neat 
way the food items had been 
stacked within the box that ap-
pealed to me so, or the curiosity 
as to what a summer sausage 
was in compared to a sausage 
of any other season. 

Or maybe it was an arousal 
of fond childhood memories 
that caused me to (correctly) 
interpret them as a Lunchable 

for adults. 
But I had always been drawn 

to and tempted to buy one of 
these sausage-and-cheese gift 
boxes.

I was initially ignorant as to 
what “summer” sausage had to 
do with Christmas (which tradi-
tionally takes place in winter). 
Were they on the Christmas 
shelf by mistake? Was this a tra-
dition I just wasn’t privy to? But 
after asking around a bit (as my 
obsession with the sausage had 
become so overwhelming that I 
felt compelled to bring it up in 
conversation with people while 
discussing holiday plans), I 
learned anecdotally that these 
sausage-cheese packs are the 
sort of thing that people associ-
ate with office party gifts — like 
a ham or a fruit basket or a 

wrapped fruit cake. 
They’re a sort of consolation 

prize gift, intended for people 
you don’t know well enough to 
buy something more personal 
(or more expensive) for. 

A quick Google search will 
inform you that the reason they 
are called “summer sausage” 
is because they are preserved 
meat, intended to be made 
from animals harvested in 
the autumn, then cured while 
hanging upside down in a barn 
and left for long months. 

The idea was that since it is 
a preserved meat, you could 

leave it on the shelf and it still 
wouldn’t have gone bad by the 
time summer rolled around — 
even in pre-refrigeration times. 
The history of how or when it 
became a Christmas gift regu-
lar is more iffy. I, however, can 
suggest my own thoughts on 
why it is a gift worth investing 
in. 

I gave in to my curiosity a few 
years back and bought myself 
a summer sausage-and-cheese 
gift box. It was delicious and ev-
erything I had hoped it would 

I gave in to my curiosity a few years back and bought 
myself a summer sausage-and-cheese gift box. 

Continued on page 6
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Give the gift of ha� ine�  this year

E-bike brands we carry:
Gazelle,  Yamaha,  Magnum,  Bulls Bikes,  GoCycle,  

Yuba,  BagiBike,  Urban Arrow

A huge selection of E-Bikes in-stock as well as 
accessories, bags/baskets, helmets and more.

#ShopLocal at CT’s E-Bike Destination!
421 Sharon Goshen Tpke, West Cornwall, CT • (860)248-3010 Santa on a Gazelle Ultimate T-10 e-bike

WE HAVE

THE GIFTS !

GIFT CERTIFICATES

GIFT MEM	ERS�I�S

MOVIE TICKETS

48 Main Street, Mi��ert	n, �

THEMOVIEHOUSE .NET … summer sausage
Continued from page 5

be. Sausage, cheese, cracker and 
mustard are a perfect appetizer 
that can add some much need-
ed “salt” to the usual abundance 
of “sweet” of Christmas cook-
ies or candy that are floating 
around at this time of year. 

It is always safer to buy 
someone a gift that they can 
consume rather than one they 
have to keep in their house 
indefinitely. 

Also, the ideal gift is one that 
can be played with for at least 5 
minutes after being opened; the 
ritual of unwrapping the sau-
sage, slicing the cheese, it’s all 
part of the fun of the snack. 

Another ideal use for the 
summer sausage is in a char-
cuterie board. If you are as 

addicted to social media as I 
am, you know these lavishly 
displayed snack boards have 
been “trending” this past year, 
with people trying to one up 
each others’ food porn game 
for Instagram or TikTok clout. 
Sausage and cheese provide the 
perfect foundation for a Christ-
mas charcuterie that will make 
your dinner guests or your loyal 
internet followers happy.

You can find summer sausage-
and-cheese gift boxes of various 
sizes at most “big box” stores. You 
can create a charcuterie board 
by arranging their contents with 
groupings of grapes, rosemary 
leaves and holiday candies in dif-
ferent color schemes.
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Give them a gift they’ll actually use!
A Hylton Hundt Gift Certicate

•  Full Line of Facials (all include a facial massage)
•  Microdermabrasion Treatment   •  Manicures & Pedicures

• Create a Personal Spa Package
And of course you can get a certiicate for

any of our Hair Services:  Color...Cut...Blow-Dry

call 518-789-9390
email hyltonhundtsalon@gmail.com

  &  s p a

Give them a gift they’ll actually use!
A Hylton Hundt Gift Certicate

•  Full Line of Facials (all include a facial massage)
•  Microdermabrasion Treatment   •  Manicures & Pedicures

• Create a Personal Spa Package
And of course you can get a certiicate for

any of our Hair Services:  Color...Cut...Blow-Dry

call 518-789-9390
email hyltonhundtsalon@gmail.com Thanks for all your support during these challenging times!

for any of our Hair Services 
Color...Cut...Blow-Dry

Mane Street Salon

manestreetmillerton@gmail.com

7 Century Boulevard
Millerton, NY 12546

518-789-3484
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Nodine’s Smokehouse
GOURMET SMOKED FOODS

Smoked Cheeses
Smoked Hams
Smoked Bacon
Gift Baskets

Smoked Turkey
Smoked Sausage
Smoked Chicken
Gift Platters

...and much more!
Visit our Gourmet Store at:
Rt. 63, 39 North St. Goshen, CT.
Mon.-Sat.  9-5  Sun. 10-4 (860) 491-4009
www.nodinesmokehouse.com - Mail order

A Fruitcake Your 
Friends Will Actually 
Thank You For
By Cynthia Hochswender

As my daughter hilari-
ously points out in her 
article on page 4, 

cheese-and-sausage boxed 
sets are often a corporate 
gift, or a somewhat imper-
sonal edible gift for someone 
you don’t know well. Com-
mercially prepared fruit-
cakes are a similar gift, she 
points out.

There is a more elegant 
and more personal variation 
on the boxed set: an artfully 
designed charcuterie board.

And there is a more 

delicious and more per-
sonal variation on the store-
bought fruitcake: homemade 
fruitcake. 

Now, some people are not 
great bakers; it’s possible 
that for such folks a store-
bought fruitcake is a perfect-
ly wonderful gift.

But if you like to bake and 
you don’t mind chopping up 
a lot of dried fruit and nuts, 
well, have I got a fruitcake 
recipe for you.

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Most people dread receiving holiday fruitcake because 
it’s, frankly, disappointing. The fruitcake in this 
photo is a delicious delight, and easy to make.

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Continued on page 8
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Millerton Service Center

Master Technicians
Michael Lyman   52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
Adam Lyman                 (518) 789-3462

We Buy and Sell  Quality Used Cars
We employ technicians certi� ed

by the National Institute for
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Remote Car Starters • Snow Tires

Factory parts
shipped daily!

SEE US FIRST
For all of your service

and repair needs!

Service Hours: 7 am - 5 pm Mon-Fri

Millerton Service Center

Master Technicians
Michael Lyman   52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
Adam Lyman                 (518) 789-3462

We Buy and Sell  Quality Used Cars
We employ technicians certi� ed

by the National Institute for
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Remote Car Starters • Snow Tires • Auto Detailing

Factory parts
shipped daily!

SEE US FIRST
For all of your service

and repair needs!

Service Hours:
7 am - 5 pm Mon-Fri • 7 am - Noon Sat

This cake is legitimately deli-
cious. Anyone you give it to as a 
holiday gift will (I believe!) be 
delighted.

If you can find them, you should 
of course feel free to use several 
mini loaf pans but I can’t offer you 
any guidance on how many mini 
loaves you can make with this 
recipe. 

This recipe came to me from a 
website that no longer seems to 
exist. It was originally a California 
Golden Raisin marketing effort. 
There are several recipes online for 
what is often called Golden Fruit-
cake, but none matches this version 
I found in 2010. 

The recipe calls for candied 
orange peel but I prefer to use 

… fruitcake
Continued from page 7 GOLDEN FRUITCAKE

Adapted from www.best.holiday-fruitcake-recipe.ever.com

INGREDIENTS
1 1/2 cups butter
2 cups sugar
6 eggs (separated)
pinch of salt
3/4  cup milk
1/4 cup brandy or whiskey
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups golden raisins
1 cup of chopped dried apricots
1/2 cup of chopped dried 

mandarin oranges
1 cup of slivered almonds

INSTRUCTIONS
Butter and flour two loaf pans. 

Preheat the oven to 275 
degrees. 

For the photo on the previous  
page, I made half of the recipe 
above, and split it between 
two loaf pans, so it’s not very 
lofty. If you use the full recipe, 
your cake will look like an 
actual loaf. Better yet, bake this 
cake in a bundt pan or an old-
fashioned pudding pan with a 
scalloped bottom. 

I prefer to beat the egg whites 
first, because it’s important 
to have a grease-free bowl and 
mixers to get good loft on the 
whites. If you can decide to do 
the same, keep in mind that 
you have to work quickly to 
make the butter/sugar mix, 
or the whites will begin to 
separate. 

So: Beat your egg whites and salt 
at medium speed for about 
15 minutes, until they’re stiff 
but not dry. Use the whisk 
attachment on your mixer if 
you have one. Halfway through, 
scrape down the sides.

Transfer the stiff whites to a large 
bowl. 

Wipe out the mixer bowl and use 
the regular paddle attachment 
to beat the butter until it’s light 
and creamy. Add the sugar a 
little at a time, beating until the 
mixture is smooth.

Combine the milk, spirits and 
vanilla. Whisk together the 
flour and salt. Add them to the 
butter mixture, alternating 
with first some flour, then some 
milk, then some flour, etc.

Fold in the fruits and nuts and 
then fold the whole thing 
gently but thoroughly into the 
whites. The thing with beaten 
whites is that you don’t want 
to stir; you want to use a large 
spoon to scoop under the 
mixture and fold over until 
the whites are completely 
incorporated into the heavier 
batter. 

Then scoop the mixture into 
your buttered-floured baking 
vessels. Bake for about two 
hours, until the top is just 
turning golden and you can 
insert a stick into the center 
and have it come out pretty dry. 

Give it five minutes to set in the 
loaf pan after you take it out of 
the oven, and then gently turn 
it onto a wire cooling rack. 

Trader Joe’s Dried Fruit Soft & 
Juicy Mandarins. The recipe 
also calls for chopped walnuts, 
but I found their strong flavor 
overwhelmed the cake, so I use 
slivered almonds instead. 

When I was a kid, my grand-
mother made a more tradi-
tional, old-school fruitcake that 
I actually really liked. It was also 
very nutty, but the nuts were 
ground up and made the cake 
dark and dense.

Her cake was also very old-
school in that it used those 
mysterious assortments of 
“dried fruits” that I suspect were 
not actually fruit but something 
created in a food lab. And yet, 
they were kind of delicious. You 
can still find them at large gro-
cery stores, such as Fresh Town 
in Amenia, N.Y. Feel free to use 
them in this recipe instead of 
actual dried fruit.
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ILLUSTRATION BY ALEXANDER WILBURN

No splurge is too excessive, really, for the 
most beloved member of the family. 

Holiday Giving  
Is Going To The Dogs —  
In The Best Possible Way!
By Alexander Wilburn

In Clement Clark Moore’s 
classic 19th-century holi-
day poem, “A Visit from St. 

Nicholas,” we’re told that “the 
stockings were hung by the 
chimney with care.” But what 
stockings could be hung with 
more care than the ones meant 
for the household’s most cared 
for inhabitants: our dogs. 

It’s no secret that in New 
England, dogs hold a high place 
in our hearts. From Labrador to 
Labradoodle, these four-legged 
companions can be seen every-
where, out on the town, stroll-

ing by the shops on Main Street 
in Millerton, N.Y., lounging on 
the Green outside The White 
Hart in Salisbury, Conn.

Growing up, my family’s own 
chocolate Labrador retriever, 
named after famed abstract im-
pressionist painter and Sharon, 
Conn., resident Jasper Johns, 
was given his own Christmas 
stocking every Dec. 25 morning. 
This tradition has continued 
with my brother’s Welsh corgi 
and my sister’s French bulldog.

Continued on page 11
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38 Railroad St. Great Barrington, MA 01230  (413)644-9838 
Check out our instagram or facebook at JWS Art Supplies for info and events

Support local this season and visit us for all your 
stocking stuffers, wrapping needs, holiday cards, 

quirky gifts and art supplies from amature to artist 

Tires • Brakes • Muffl  ers 
New York State Inspections 

Open Mon - Fri 8 to 5; Sat 8 to 1
Route 22, Millerton, NY | (518) 789-3669

John Heck • Cindy Heck

Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires  Brakes  Muffl  ers 

Seasons Greetings!
Sharon Optical

26 Hospital Hill Road, Sharon, CT
860-364-0878 | sharonopticalct.com

Wishing all a 
Happy Holiday Season.

Looking forward to serving 
you in the New Year!

81 Main St. Gt. Barrington, Ma   
Daily 9:30-5:30. Sunday 12-5. Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE,  November 2021   11

Rustling Wind  
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes  
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
November 20 - December 31

Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

MEMBER FDIC

Wishing You a H appy 
H oliday Season  F ull of 
Warmth, Good F riends, 

and Good Cheer

bankofmillbrook.com  
(845) 677-5321

amenia      millbrook     
pine plains   stanfordville



HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE,  November 2021   11

Rustling Wind  
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes  
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
November 20 - December 31

Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

Shop with your favorite local artisans

The Borden Building
346 Main Street, Lakeville

Friday-Sunday
November 26-28, 11am-4pm

A r t i s a n s H o l i d a y
P o p - U p M a r k e t

Weaving - Jewelry - Pottery
Baskets - Wood - And More

MEMBER FDIC

Wishing You a H appy 
H oliday Season  F ull of 
Warmth, Good F riends, 

and Good Cheer

bankofmillbrook.com  
(845) 677-5321

amenia      millbrook     
pine plains   stanfordville

We were hardly the first or 
only family to grant the dog his 
own monogrammed, needle-
point stocking stuffed with 
toys. In fact, it’s possible that for 
many households, the dog is the 
family member with the most 
treats hanging over the fire-
place. Sometimes it’s just time 
to admit we know who Mom’s 
real favorite is …

So what should you fetch to 
get your pup’s tail wagging? At 
Petpourri in Lakeville, Conn., 
owner Stephanie Pellegrino 
pointed out Polkadog cod skins 
as the treat she can’t keep on 
the shelves. 

These ultra-popular canine 
snacks, which wouldn’t be out 
of place in a high-end progres-

… pooch gifts
Continued from page 9

sive kitchen, are made by dehy-
drating the crispy skin of wild-
caught fish in Alaska. Unlike pig 
ears (another popular animal-
based treat that dogs salivate 
over) these crunchy fish sticks 
are gone in a flash. 

Santa S’mores by Bocce’s Bak-
ery are another one of Pellegri-
no’s picks for turning a typical 
stocking into a seasonal “doggy 
bag” of treats. 

These holiday-themed bite-
sized goodies combine peanut 
butter, carob and vanilla. 

She also promises that shop-
pers can’t go wrong with bed-
ding products from Tall Tails 
— super soft, super comfortable, 
super washable and all in a 
range of minimalist, natural 

hues to keep your dog’s habitat 
from clashing with your kitch-
en.

For a special addition to your 
pooch’s pile of gifts, travel down 
to The Barkery Boo’tique in New 
Milford, Conn., where the shop 
works with artisan bakers to 
provide all-natural gourmet 
cookies and cakes that look as 
good, or even better, than the 
homemade desserts you’d make 
for humans. 

Though they carry birthday-
themed miniature cakes all year 
(again, for your pup, not you, no 
matter how good they look), The 
Barkery stocks holiday snacks 
starting in November. 

Entering the shop you’ll also 
catch the scent of their bags 

of baker-made biscuits, which 
come in a full range of flavors 
from cranberry to peanut butter 
to the ever-popular bacon.

Don’t forget: A gift for your 
best paw friend can be a gift for 
you too — how about clean fur 
for Christmas? Ultimate Dog Spa 
& Boutique in North Canaan has 
gift certificates for grooming 
needs, including de-shedding, 
moisturizing and teeth-brush-
ing. 

Whether you’re making an 
appointment for your own fam-
ily pup or purchasing a present 
for a friend’s canine, the spa can 
customize their gift certificates, 
tailoring them with the services 
best suited to the individual 
dog’s breed and needs.
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YOUR UCC SUMMER CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER
860-364-5526 • SHARON, CT • WWW.SILVERLAKECT.ORG

“The perfect 
combination 
of fun, faith, 

friendship, and 
acceptance.”

Jump In
Give the gift of summer camp 
and help a young person in your life 
build lifelong friendships, develop leadership 
skills, deepen their faith, and have fun!

Silver Lake Conference Center, the 
year-round outdoor ministry site of the 
Southern New England Conference of the  
United Church of Christ, is accredited 
by the American Camp Association.

Learn more at www.silverlakect.org

This is going to be a com-
plicated year for holiday 
wish lists because of supply 

shortages. In particular, appar-
ently, it is going to be diffi  cult 
to get hold of gaming consoles, 
according to a fi nancial industry 
podcast I like, called Barron’s 
Streetwise with Jack Hough; you 
can fi nd it online or on your 
phone. 

In two October episodes on 
holiday gifts, Hough warns that if 
your child really wants a gaming 
console, you might need to shop 

The Eternally Elusive 
Question: What Do 
Children Want?
By Cynthia Hochswender

for used units because new ones 
are scarce.

But in a year of scarcity, now 
more than ever is the time to 
shop at local stores. You give busi-
nesses in your town a boost; and 
you don’t have to worry about a 
gift that won’t show up until mid 
February: It’s either available on 
the day you go to the store, or it 
isn’t. 

But the holidays are tradition-
ally a time when children put 
together wish lists, and it might 
be hard to explain to them that 
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FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS WE WISH YOU PEACE,
HEALTH AND HAPPINESS THROUGHOUT THIS HOLIDAY

SEASON AND A NEW YEAR FILLED WITH HOPE!
- JACK, LINDA, KAITLIN, JIM, BRIAN, KYLE, CONNOR & JP

4228 ROUTE 22 WASSAIC, NY 12592 845-373-9757
WWW.JACKSAUTOSERVICE.COM
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Santa can’t get everyone their 
presents because of problems 
with unloading cargo containers 
in Los Angeles. 

Wish lists are great for parents 
and relatives, but there are situa-
tions where you are, for example, 
buying gifts for the Adopt-a-Fam-
ily program in Millerton, N.Y., or 
Toys for Tots or other groups that 
help families in need. 

In those situations, many 
donors won’t know what gifts to 
get. 

We asked a few parents with 
youngsters what their holiday 
gift plans are, and will share a 
few of their ideas here. We will 
add the children’s ages but not 
names or towns. 

To avoid being genderist, I am 
going to simply give age ranges 
and not refer to boys or girls; and 

I will use “they” as the pronoun 
so we can be fully inclusive.

Starting young and working 
our way up the age ladder, we 
first have a 4 year old, whose 
parents are shopping for Squish-
mallows. “Without a doubt, 
these insanely popular plush 
toys are our child’s favorite,” the 
father reports. “Squishmallows 
come in hundreds of styles and 
sizes, from animals and food to 
fantasy creatures and holiday 
characters.”

Jack Hough in his podcast said 
that Paw Patrol products are big 
this winter, and our father-of-a-
4-year-old agrees. 

“New Paw Patrol and My Little 
Pony movies — now viewable on 
Paramount+ and Netflix, re-

continued on page 14
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Open Xmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve

Gift Certifi cates Available

Call for Reservations

(845)677-5888 
charlottesny.com 

restaurant and catering

Charlottes’

Open Xmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve

Gift Certifi cates Available

Call for Reservations

(845)677-5888 
charlottesny.com 

restaurant and catering

CharlottesCharlottes’Charlottes

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

210 East Canaan Road, Rt. 44, East Canaan, CT in the Rose Hill Plaza
PH: 860-824-7325 | FAX: 860-824-1081

TILE • LINOLEUM • LAMINATES • CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC • STONE

NEW SHOW ROOM!   NEWLY EXPANDED LINES!

Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:00pm | Sat 9:00am-3:00pm or by appointment

INSTALLATION•CONSULTATION•DESIGN SERVICES 
RESIDENTIAL•COMMERCIAL
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NEW SHOW ROOM!   NEWLY EXPANDED LINES!

Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:00pm | Sat 9:00am-3:00pm or by appointment

INSTALLATION•CONSULTATION•DESIGN SERVICES 
RESIDENTIAL•COMMERCIAL

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

… gifts for kids
Continued from page 13
spectively — have launched new 
characters and endless toys for 
these franchises. Our child loves 
Liberty, the newest member of 
the Paw Patrol team.”

“Our child plays with slime of 
all textures and colors; you can 
buy premade containers or make 
your own at home. She enjoys 
Play-Doh, and we work together 
on LEGO sets as a family.”

Family time is excellent, and 
it’s something that most chil-
dren crave, even if they pretend 
to want to be far, far away from 
parents and siblings. 

Board games are an excellent 
all-family gift. The 4 year old “re-
ally wants Hungry Hungry Hip-
pos but there are plenty of fun 
games to choose from for young 
players, like Hi Ho Cherry-O and 

Pop the Pig.”
We have a list from a 9-year-

old with an unexpectedly old-
fashioned request for a record 
player. They specified the Cros-
ley Discovery, which is the entry 
level product, at $49.99; and “the 
vinyl” for “Sour” by Olivia Ro-
drigo.

Sweet-scented body care 
products are eternally popu-
lar. On this particular wish list 
is cookie dough-scented hand 
cream. Anything from Bath and 
Body Works or Lush, including 
scented hand sanitizers and fla-
vored lip balms, will work.

Jewelry is always a good idea. 
Most gift shops and all big box 
stores have less expensive op-
tions. 

Another teen’s gift list in-
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Serving all plumbing and heating 
needs throughout Connecticut

Come see us for lunch or dinner
Mon & Tues | Closed    Weds-Sat | 11am-10pm    Sun | 12pm-9pm

Gift Certificates available

CALL FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES
14 Railroad St Canaan, CT

860-453-4317  IndustryKitchenBar.com

cluded an earring organizer; this 
in theory extends to include any 
other kind of jewelry box. 

Wraps, shawls and snug-
gly blankets that can be worn 
as clothing are also eternally 
popular. 

One gift list specifies a micro-
fiber shawl called The COMFY! 
($45). Also stores such as TJ Maxx 
have many inexpensive blankets, 
wraps and throws to choose 
from. 

A 14 year old and an 11 year  old 
requested a mermaid tail blan-
ket. There are many stores and 
online shops selling this product 
now; as with all things internet, 
it’s always best to buy from a 
company you know. Originally, 
these tail blankets seemed to 
be mainly offered by unreliable 
offshore companies.

A gift list from a different 11 
year old starts out with a request 

for a gift card for the new elec-
tronic game sensation, Roblox. 

Proving that gender stereo-
types no longer apply, this same 
child wanted toys related to a 
cheerleading toy called LOL. 
Like the old Barbie dolls, the LOL 
line includes everything from 
inexpensive little accessories to a 
dreamy mini-mansion.

The father of our 4 year old 
concurs that the LOL products 
are very coveted, at all age ranges. 
Barbie remains popular as do the 
American Girl dolls. 

Also on the list for his younger 
child: “Disney Doorables, which 
are cute miniature versions of 
Disney characters.”

Back to our 11 year old: On the 
list is a craft item from Joann 
called Crystal Squeeze Nee Doh 
(streams of glitter fly around 
when you squeeze it), very afford-
able at $3.99. Many children, even 

if they don’t realize it, will enjoy 
craft projects. You can find all 
different kinds at Michael’s and 
Joann. If it’s a child who enjoys 
spending time with you, add a 
gift certificate for a block of time 
to do a craft together. Sketch-
books and colored pens or pen-
cils seem eternally popular. 

And never underestimate the 
joy that packs of stickers and 
sticker book will give any child — 
even older children, who like to 
decorate their Chromebooks for 
school. 

One mom recommends the 
sophisticated offerings at online 
site Redbubble, “where they can 
get stickers from their favor-
ite manga illustrators — and 
ones that support their social 
causes.”

Many children want a pet to 
hug and love and not feed or care 
for. This is why plushy cuddle 

toys exist and continue to be 
one of the most popular holiday 
gifts, even for older children. 

Life is stressful for children. 
In addition to cuddle toys, they 
continue to love fidget toys; 
the newest iterations are bubble 
fidgets, which you can pop like 
packing material. They come in 
bright colors and many shapes. 
These are good for all ages. 

The father of our 4 year 
old said his child “also likes 
stretching the elastic Nee Doh 
Noodlies.”

Another 11 year old has 
requested the “Dungeons & 
Dragons Player’s Handbook, ap-
parently inspired by the Netflix 
show “Stranger Things.”

Along with RPGs come ac-
cessories, such as the special-
ized multi-sided die. This child 
requested a gift card  to the craft 
website Etsy, to buy artisan dice. 
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www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
(413) 997-4444

The Colonial Theatre • 111 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201

directed by Gregg Edelman
music direction by Ross Patterson choreography by Gerry McIntyre

directed by Gregg Edelman

Whit e
Chris�as

Gregg Edelman
choreography by Gerry McIntyre

Gregg Edelman

Chris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�asChris�as
The Musical

DECEMBER 2–23
at The Colonial Theatre

Irving Berlin’s White Christmas is a timeless tale of joy and goodwill about a 
song‑and‑dance team putting on a show in a magical Vermont inn and falling for a stunning 

sister act in the process. Full of dancing, laughter and some of the greatest songs ever 
written, the dazzling score features, “Blue Skies,” “Count Your Blessings,” “I Love a Piano,” 

“How Deep is the Ocean?” and of course the unforgettable title song, “White Christmas.” 
Give everyone the gift they’re dreaming of with this merry and bright holiday musical.

• Integrative Medicine & Surgery
• Diagnostic / Laboratory
• Dental
• Acupuncture / Traditional Chinese Medicine
• Chiropractic
• � erapeutic Laser

199 Route 44, Millerton, NY | 518-789-3440
Visit us on the web: www.millertonvet.com, www.MVPonlineRx.com

visit us on Facebook at facebook.com/millertonvet

Carolyn Cannon, DVM  •  Jennifer Jones, DVM

Gift Certi� cates Available

Gift Certifi cates Available!

TO BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 
CALL (860) 8247683 OR EMAIL 

CANAANCOUNTRYCLUB@GMAIL.COM

Tuesday-Sunday 11am-11pm • Closed Monday 
74 High Street, Canaan, CT    

www.canaancountryclub.com
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$65.99

$43.99
CT Beverage Media Group  

Suggested Retail price

NOV-DEC ONLY!!! 
10% BELOW STATE MINIMUM

Time to get bubbly

www.TheSharonPackagestore.com 
1  Gay St. Sharon, CT 
(860) 364  -  5760

Pol Roger 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

Epernay, France 
750ml

Only  At    The

$65.99$65.99

Time to get bubbly

Only  At    The

Only  At    The

Only

+ TAX

Pol Roger 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

Epernay, France 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

PHOTO BY JEANETTE WEBER

Writer Jeane� e Weber’s youngest granddaughter, Skylar, 
is delighted with her Harry Po� er-themed LEGO set. 

Bringing Back the Purity 
and Magic of LEGOs
By Jeane� e Weber

Electronic toys are once 
again the rage this 
holiday season. How-

ever I much prefer giving my 
grandchildren something 
that doesn’t require ba� eries 
or frequent recharging.

Over the years I have 
gifted LEGO sets, because 
they help develop fi ne motor 
skills, dexterity, persever-
ance, and a sense of accom-
plishment.  And our grand-
kids have loved them! 

Preschoolers enjoyed 
building cars and houses 
with brightly colored pieces 
and then engaging in story-
telling and fantasy play.  As 
they grew older, they asked 
for sets from their favorite 
books and movies —Harry 
Po� er’s Hogwarts, space 
ships from Star Wars, and 
the ice castle from “Frozen.”  

While having fun working 
on the sets, they were devel-
oping spatial skills as they 
interpreted the drawings. 
They were using their cre-
ative thinking and problem-
solving skills. Plus they were 
learning about construction 
and engineering, especially 
with the more complex sets.

As a grandparent, I’ve 
enjoyed si� ing beside a 
grandchild and helping sort 
pieces, providing encourage-
ment during challenging 

steps, and helping solve a 
construction error.  Then we 
always celebrated when the 
project was fi nished.

However: I discovered that 
after a few days the newly 
built item was often placed 
on a shelve to gather dust 
like a trophy.

One day when several 
grandchildren were visiting, 
I pulled out three old LEGO 
sets that had belonged to 
their parents in the 1970s 
and ’80s. There were no big 
instruction books to follow. 
No specifi c designs to create. 
Instead there were boxes full 
of many diff erent shapes, 
along with some windows, 
doors and big and li� le 
wheels. (Classic sets are still 
available in some stores and 
online).  Each of the grand-
kids started to build unusu-
ally shaped vehicles, build-
ings, space ships and much 
more. 

They had hours of fun be-
ing creative and using their 
imaginations — not follow-
ing any instructions and de-
signs in a book. One turned 
to me and said:  “Look, Mimi, 
we’re all being LEGO design-
ers!”

Jeane� e Weber lives in 
Salisbury, Conn., and is grand-
mother of six.

Each of the grandkids started to build 
unusually shaped vehicles, buildings, 

space ships and much more.
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GIVE THE GIFT OF

HEALTH

nwcty.org

LIVING A 
FULL, HEALTHY, 
VIBRANT LIFE

Canaan Family YMCA
77 S. Canaan Rd

Canaan, CT 06018
860-499-3195

Water ClassesWater Classes

Caring Personal TrainersCaring Personal Trainers

Newest TechnologyNewest Technology
Explore the world as youExplore the world as you

Run/Walk/RideRun/Walk/Ride

10 Gay Street Sharon, CT
860-364-2004 
jamfoodshop@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week
9 - 4 pm
Gift certifi cates available

Grab n’ Go

Soups

Salads 

Entrees

Quiche 

Ready to 
go dinners

From our family to yours,
warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season!

Visit us for all your holiday needs – greeting cards, gift wrap,
decorations, paper goods, toys, unique gifts, and so much more!

Sharon Shopping Center, 8 Gay Street, Sharon, CT • (860) 364-5272
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-3pm; Sun 8am-12pm
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The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The
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The
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To our readers, advertisers and 
community contributors, thank you.

We at The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News sincerely wish 

each of you and your families a 
healthy and joyful season of thanks.

182 US-44 Millerton, NY 
(888) 40-NORTH

NorthEastFordInc.com

Ask about how to 

earn $200 MORE 

by mentioning 

this ad!
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Searching for a meaningful anniversary gift online, Millerton News 
reporter Kaitlin Lyle found and personalized this key chain on the 
website www.etsy.com. The half of the keychain photographed 
here currently hangs alongside Lyle’s car keys while the other 
half is with Lyle’s boyfriend, Thomas Keane of Trumbull, Conn.Continued on page 20

When nothing stands 
out on the shelves 
of your local retailer 

and you’re scrambling for a 
one-of-a-kind present, why 
not turn to the world wide 
web to unwrap an original 
gift idea?

Even very young people 
shop on these websites. Many 
young people are also inter-
ested in social justice and the 
gig economy, and the pay-
ment methods of these sites 
honor those impulses.

ETSY
I’ve never been disappoint-

ed by the range of potential 
gifts crafted by independent 
creators across the globe, 
found online at www.etsy.
com. 

It’s enough that you’re 
buying unique gifts directly 
from the artisans who create 
them; but Etsy also makes it 
easy to personalize gifts for 
special occasions and people. 
Etsy makes it easy for cus-
tomers to connect with the 
makers; the makers respond 
in a timely and thoughtful 
manner.

One year I was able to 
create a personalized tea 
blend for my friend Emma. 
Advertised as “the perfect 
literary gift for tea lovers, 
book lovers and bibliophiles,” 
the Etsy page invited custom-
ers to fi ll out a survey about 
themselves or the person for 
whom they were buying the 

Unwrapping an 
Original Gift Idea on 
The World Wide Web
By Kaitlin Lyle

tea. The maker would then 
use the survey answers to 
craft a 20-cup loose leaf tea 
blend based on the individu-
al’s personality.

For an anniversary gift 
for my boyfriend, Thomas, 
I found and personalized 
a keychain. One half has 
my keys, the other half has 
Thomas’ keys.

REDBUBBLE
Like Etsy, Redbubble 

promotes and sells original 
artwork and merchandise 
designed and created by 
independent artists around 
the world. According to the 
website, at www.redbubble.
com, Redbubble sells “prod-
ucts featuring the thing you 
love made by an artist who 
loves it too.”

At Redbubble you can fi nd 
a multitude of one-of-a-kind 
designs featured on a mul-
titude of merchandise and 
products: clothing, stickers, 
masks, phone cases, home 
and offi  ce supplies, accesso-
ries, stationery and more. 

This is the place to go for 
“super-specifi c” gifts; some-
where someone is making 
a T-shirt that takes about a 
cause or an actor an animal 
that you love

Redbubble has been 
particularly helpful with 
shopping for the most chal-
lenging gift recipients in my 
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Antiques • Furniture • Collectibles 
Prints • Paintings • Carpets • Glassware

“Lots of History to Choose From”
OPEN EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

CASH AND CHECKS

6082 Route 22 North, Millerton, NY — 518-789-2022
One mile north of Route 22/44 traffic light in Millerton

6082 Route 22 North, Millerton, NY — 518-789-2022
One mile north of Route 22/44 traffic light in Millerton

OPEN EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM-5PM
CASH & CHECKS

OLD MILL OF IRONDALE
Antiques • Furniture

Collectibles • Prints • Paintings
Carpets • Glassware

The JohnsonsThe Johnsons

OLD MILL OF IRONDALE

FOR ALL YOUR PRINT NEEDS
Stacey L. Moore

17 Dutchess Avenue
P.O. Box 880

 Millerton, NY  12546

Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Phone: (518) 789-4508
 Fax: (518) 789-4509

mooreandmore@taconic.net

Full Color Copies
up to 13x19

SINCE
1992

still printing
still copying

life. I got lucky a few years ago on 
Redbubble while searching for 
a Christmas gift for my brother, 
Hunter, who has been a longtime 
admirer of journalist Hunter S. 
Thompson. Typing “Hunter S. 
Thompson” into Redbubble, I 
found a white T-shirt featuring 
a silhoue� e of Thompson’s face 
and the name “Hunter” printed 
below it.

UNCOMMON GOODS
“We’re all out of the ordinary,” 

claims Uncommon Goods on 
its website at www.uncommon-
goods.com.

Browsing the website’s cata-
logue of gifts, home goods, kitch-
en and bar equipment, jewelry 
and more, the products listed are 
far indeed from common.

Where other retail websites in-
sist you be specifi c when search-

… originals online
Continued from page 19

ing for a gift, Uncommon Goods 
lends a helping hand by allowing 
you to search by recipient, price, 
interest, category and occasion. 

Customers still struggling 
with choosing the perfect gift can 
also try the website’s gift fi nder 
to narrow down the search and 
receive gift suggestions.

Similar to Etsy and Redbubble, 
Uncommon Goods celebrates 
independent designers by 
showcasing the designers’ work 
online. 

The website donates money 
to causes that share its values; 
customers can choose a Be� er 
to Give partner at checkout and 
Uncommon Goods will give $1 
to that cause. The website off ers 
“forever returns” and “Afterpay” 
for customers looking to buy 
now and pay later.

PHOTOS BY KAITLIN LYLE

Paying homage to legendary gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson, 
this T-shirt was purchased by Millerton News reporter Kaitlin Lyle 
from the website www.redbubble.com as a Christmas present 
for her brother, Hunter. Originally white, the T-shirt was later 
tie-dyed a variety of colors under Hunter’s skillful hand.

THE GIFT OF COLOR
Anyone who grew up in the 1960s and 1970s remembers tie-

dye clothing. The dye of choice in those days was Rit, available 
at most supermarkets in a wide variety of colors. The technique 
was fairly simple and involved tying fabric into knots and then 
dunking the article of clothing into a pot of dye. Today, instead of 
buying multiple bo� les of Rit, you can now buy kits with several 
colors. Lyle buys kits off  the shelf at chain stores such as CVS and 
has had good results with them all. If you’re unhappy with the 
result, Rit now sells Color Remover, which can return your gar-
ment to its original color. It can also restore the original color to 
a garment you’ve stained by mistake. 
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PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Once you’ve fi lled your closet with sweaters decorated 
with Santa and reindeers, the next frontier is socks.

They are widely avail-
able. Most merchants 
have them or are 

expecting them to be deliv-
ered soon. You can easily 
fi nd them locally or online. 
However, most people do not 
admit to owning any or even 
to ever having owned any in 
the past. At last, a gift idea for 
someone who seems to have 
everything, except they don’t 
seem to have: Holiday Socks.  

Dollar Stores in their 
various iterations are sure 
to stock them. Chain drug 
stores will have a rack. Up-
scale trendy lifestyle mer-
chants also hope to meet the 
need. Quality varies and so 
do prices.

I’ve been at gatherings 
where someone wearing 
whimsical theme-based 
socks invariably is expecting 
that people will comment on 
them. My accommodating 
comment is, “Oh, wow, look 
at those.” That usually sparks 
other guests to nod in agree-
ment and move on to the 
refreshment table. 

Fashionista infants and 
toddlers often don them 
and enjoy the a� ention they 
bring. As infants eschew 
shoes, usually, these cute 
holiday booties and anklets 
do make practical fashion 
sense.

Larger sizes are expected 
to be a source of great de-
light to adults when given 
and received as a gift. What 
boss would not chortle with 
joy upon receiving a pair 
of Santa socks from his or 
her (or their) staff ? Maybe 
that long-awaited raise will 

For Stocking Stuff ers, Why Not Buy Holiday Socks?
By Leila Hawken

follow. Or a grumpy relative 
might soften upon unwrap-
ping a surprise pair of whim-
sical socks.

A few stores may not carry 
them, though. Tractor Sup-
ply has no plans to sell them, 
but an accommodating clerk 
did lead me to the display 
of practical work socks, 
off ering winter warmth for 
those outdoor chores. One 
style had sort of a snowfl ake 
design.

While we were on the 
subject of holiday socks that 
they don’t carry, I asked the 
clerk whether he owned any 
holiday socks at home, and 
he said, oddly, that he did. 
Actually, he said that he has 
more than one pair. He ex-
plained that they date back 
to when he worked at a local 
bank where they promoted 
the holiday spirit. In fact, 
he said, he actually owns 
a whole holiday suit from 
those years. I was encour-
aged.

Buoyed by my success at 
Tractor Supply, I went on to 
poll the cross-section who 
a� ended the koi fi sh party 
at the home of a notable 
author in Amenia, N.Y. 

Among the a� endees 
were candidates for political 
offi  ce actively meeting and 
greeting in advance of the 
Nov. 2 election. A full half 
of those professed to own 
one or more pairs of holi-
day socks. My research had 
found fertile ground.

Non-offi  ce-seekers at the 
event who admi� ed having 
pairs numbered about 10%. 
One guest who owned some 

said that in Sweden (where 
kni� ing is a popular past-time),  
hand-knit holiday socks may of-
fer a double or triple thickness 
on the soles, sometimes featur-
ing those popular non-slip fl oor 
grippers.

Online shoppers will have 
no trouble fi nding an array of 
styles and price ranges. Just a 
few (and there are many more 
sources) are Talbot’s, off ering 
a good selection at around $14, 
in tastefully appealing designs. 
Macy’s joins the fun with name 
brands available for around 
$20.They even off er Kwanzaa 
socks for $12. For tropical 
cruises, Macy’s has summer-
weight holiday socks for the 
same price. Or, how about a 
champagne bo� le design for 

New Year’s Eve?
Even Miles-Kimball joins the 

online fun, off ering holiday 
socks for your special pooch. In 
that case, rather than coming 
in pairs, they come in two sets 
of four: one set in red and the 
other in green with those non-
slip grip soles.

Success in fi nding handknit 
socks locally can be had at craft 
fairs, particularly the holiday-
themed events that are sched-
uled throughout the season. 
If your local fi re department 
or other nonprofi t organiza-
tion off ers a holiday craft fair, 
be sure to a� end. It is likely to 
help with your holiday sock 
search and it will certainly give 
an important and helpful boost 
to your friends and neighbors.
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All Lines
Of

Insurance
Contractor Liability
Commercial Auto

Personal Auto
Home - Renters

Farm

William J. Cole Agency, Inc.
VICKI BENJAMIN

vickibenjamincoleagency@gmail.com

518-789-4657
1 John Street

Millerton, NY 12546

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, whether in print, digital or web, is the perfect gift for anyone 

on your gift list ... a friend or relative who is away from the Tri-State area but would like to keep up with the local 

news ... a student away at school or college... or anyone who wants to know what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

Give the gift of … News!

Contact Sandra Lang
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301 • Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com

Or go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community Newspapers & Regional News Website

Give a gift subscription!

Applicable one year rate
$82 (in county)

$98 (outside county)

You pay only
$62

$74

IN PRINT (includes website)

One year
Website Only    $82

Digital Edition  $82

ONLINE
SAVE

25%

This year for the holidays, 
how about going straight to 
the source? So many artists 
have what amounts to a ware-
house of output from their 
years of creativity.  

Never hesitate to ask an 
artist what they might have 
squirreled away, when buying 
holiday gifts. 

If you’re on a tight budget, 
believe me, artists understand. 
Just specify your desired price 
range. 

If you’ve admired a specific 
artist from the Tristate Region 
but don’t know them person-
ally, try this directory that was 

Tips on Buying Artwork  
— as a Gift or for Yourself
By Sari Goodfriend

put together by the Northwest 
Connecticut Arts Council: www.
artsnwct.org/shops. 

WORKING WITH  
A DEALER

If you’re looking to purchase 
something by an artist who 
may no longer be living, an art 
dealer can be helpful. 

Many people are intimidated 
when buying art and it doesn’t 
need to be that way. I know 
this firsthand: My parents have 
been Old Master print dealers 
for 52 years and have helped 
countless people purchase 
their first “real” piece. (Shame-
less plug: Much of their in-

In 2020, when so many 
folks did the right thing 
and stayed home, hidden 

creative urges bubbled to the 
surface and many people’s in-
ner artist finally blossomed. 

This, combined with the 
overwhelming need for chari-
ties to raise the funds they had 
lost due to the world’s sudden 
economic woes, caused a prolif-
eration of online fundraisers 
to buy art for a cause. While 
this saved many organizations, 
artists didn’t necessarily profit 
because most, if not all of the 
income from the sales was do-
nated to the nonprofit. 
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336 Main St. Lakeville, CT 06039
Mon-Thurs 10am-7pm • Fri & Sat 10am-8pm • Closed Sundays

Large Selection of Domestic & Imported Wines, Ice Cold Beer, Ice
Find us on BeerMenus.com, updated daily

Robain L. Dionne, Permittee
P.O. Box 1837 • 860-435-2600 • lakevillewineandspirits.com

Monthly Specials
Gift Cards

10% off mix-n-match cases of wine & liquor
10% off case of beer (must be pre-ordered)

HHaappppyy HHoolliiddaayyss!!

PHOTO BY SARI GOODFRIEND

Author Sari Goodfriend learned 
tricks of the trade for buying 
art from her father, James 
Goodfriend, in the photo above, 
a professional art dealer. 

ventory, for C&J Goodfriend, 
Drawings and Prints, is viewable 
online at www.drawingsand-
prints.com).

When you approach a dealer, 
know their specialty. Sounds 
basic, but don’t go to a print 
dealer and ask about paintings, 
for example.  

Once you’ve found the right 
gallery or dealer, the fun begins. 
Maybe you’re in the market for 
landscapes? If so, do you prefer 
oil paintings, watercolors, etch-
ings, woodcuts, photographs? 

If you’re not sure, just think 
when you look at a  piece: Do I 
like it? Do you think the person 
you’re buying it for will like it? 
Will it fi t with their style? Will it 
hold meaning for them or per-
haps a shared meaning between 
you? 

All of these are considerations 
both when collecting and when 
buying art as a gift. 

Price of course is also a factor 
— but try to avoid buying art “as 
an investment.” Remember, art 
is meant to evoke emotion. If 
you enjoy looking at an image 
or you think your friend or fam-
ily member will enjoy it, honest-
ly, that’s the best possible return 
on your investment.

WHERE TO GO 
IN OUR AREA

A good place to start that 
many people don’t think of is 
your town’s public library. Most 
of the libraries in this area have 
rotating exhibits on their walls 
by local artists and the work 
is almost always for sale. Here, 
both the artist and the library 
benefi t. 

Many towns in the region also 
have at least one gallery; there’s 
no reason why you can’t cross 
town or state borders to get to 
Salisbury, Kent, Sharon, Falls Vil-
lage, Cornwall and Torrington, 
Conn.,  Millerton and Hudson, 
N.Y., and Great Barrington, Mass. 

The nonprofi t Five Points 
Gallery in Torrington says it is 
“dedicated to the belief that 
contemporary art is a vital com-
ponent of human understand-
ing.” If you look at it that way: 
When you give art to someone, 
you’re giving a gift that con-
nects you and a person you care 
about. What could be be� er 
than that? 
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24 HR Lt. Duty & Heavy Duty Towing & Recovery Services
CERTIFIED AUTOMOTIVE & HEAVY DUTY TRUCK REPAIRS

CT EMISSIONS TESTING CENTER

YOUR ONE STOP GARAGE
SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA FOR OVER 40 YEARS

2 North Elm Street
Canaan, CT 06018

Day (860) 824-5802
Night (413) 229-3308

arnoldstow@comcast.net
Fax (860) 824-1346

Gift Certificates Available

Tues-Fri 7-4 • Sat 9-3 
Sun 9-2 • Closed Monday
5 Railroad St, North Canaan, CT
(860) 824-1024

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

This reporter readily admits 
his idea of home furnish-
ings is “Dorm Room ca. 

1982.” 
Nonetheless, when the un-

usual and interesting is present-
ed, even the most hidebound 
and reactionary (meaning this 
reporter) can’t help but take 
notice — especially when think-
ing about what to get Mom for 
Christmas.

Carolyn Piccirelli at Hon-
eychurch Home in Salisbury, 
Conn., has some nifty stuff  that 
won’t break the bank. A largish 
ceramic jar, suitable for fl owers 
or utensils, designed by Piccirel-
li and made in Tuscany, comes in 
blue, green and ivory and is $59.

Also designed by Piccirelli 
and made in Tuscany are small-
er bud vases, in seven colors, at 
$19.

And to shed a li� le discreet 
light there are mercury glass 
candles in six colors, with a fi r 
tree scent, at $29.

At Passports in Salisbury,  
Christopher Baetz pointed the 
visitor fi rst at festive felted 
ornaments from Nepal, depict-
ing not just dogs and cats, but 
unicorns and sloths. These cost 

The Useful and the Sublime for Home Design
By Patrick L. Sullivan

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVANPHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

between $12 and $15.
To replace the tangle of wires 

and power strips deployed to 
charge the various devices, 
there are wireless charging 
pads made of crystals in fi ve col-
ors. Baetz said a similar model, 
made of marble and perfectly 
round, are expected shortly. He 
explained how they work, and I 
still don’t get it, but am willing 
to try at $55.

And on the more exotic side 
of things, Passports has a large 
collection of Cambodian betel 
boxes, truly unusual items that 
are not particularly easy to get. 

(A buyer must take a course and 
be certifi ed by the Cambodian 
government.) These range in 
price from $55 to $250.

Find out more at www.hon-
eychurchhome.com and www.
passportsct.com.
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Tickets at
EdithWharton.org EEDDIITTHH WWHHAARRTTOONN’’SS HHOOMMEE

NightWood: 
An Outdoor Sound and Light Experience

Holiday House Tours

Winter at The Mount

Tickets at
EdithWharton.org EEDDIITTHH WWHHAARRTTOONN’’SS HHOOMMEE

NightWood: 
An Outdoor Sound and Light Experience

Holiday House Tours

Winter at The Mount

Tickets at
EdithWharton.org EEDDIITTHH WWHHAARRTTOONN’’SS HHOOMMEE

NightWood: 
An Outdoor Sound and Light Experience

Holiday House Tours
Winter at The Mount

Tickets at
EdithWharton.org EEDDIITTHH WWHHAARRTTOONN’’SS HHOOMMEE

NightWood: 
An Outdoor Sound and Light Experience

Holiday House Tours

Winter at The Mount

Tickets at
EdithWharton.org EDITH WHARTON’S HOMEEDITH WHARTON’S HOME

NightWood: 
An Outdoor Sound and Light Experience

Holiday House Tours

Tickets at
EdithWharton.org

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, HANDBAGS,
WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock, Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft,
Vionic, French Sole, Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

25 North Main Street
Kent, CT 06757
860-927-0009
Mon-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5
sundogshoe@aol.com

27 N. Main Street
Kent, CT 06757

#ThePaintedCan

Chalk Paint®
Workshops

Holiday Gifts
& More

CELEBRATING 42 YEARS

1976 2018

10 North Main Street
860-927-4104

K
EN

T’S LITERARY LANDM
ARK

H

O
USE OF BOOKS

Books • Journals
Puzzles • Games

Toys • Music
Art Supplies

Greeting Cards

Holiday Shopping!

NEW
LOCATION

5 Bridge Street
Kent, CT 860-927-3377

Tasting Chandon
The North Face * Toad and Co. * Woolrich

Jewelry by Riverstone * Local Foods * Unique Inventory
Nostalgic Candy

Stop by the Swift House, at  the
intersection of Rts. 7 & 341, or
at Kent Kitchen Works, 6 Kent
Green Blvd.,  to pick up your
flute, map and get your hand

stamped. Then you are on your
way to tasting more than 30

sparkling wines, enjoying
appetizers and getting some

holiday shopping done!

Enter your name to win one
of three great bottles of

champagne.

$22 in advance
(kentstroll.com)
$25 at the door

Starts at 4pm
Fri. & Sat.

Chic Boutique
Let us bring our the “Fashionista”

in you.

Chic with a
Little Bit of Funk

Kent Town Center
25 Main Street, Kent

860-927-3780

25 North Main St, Kent, CT
Tue-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5; Closed Mon

860-927-0009 
sundogshoe@aol.com

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, 

HANDBAGS, WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock,
 Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft, Vionic, Aetrex, 
Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

518-592-1777   •  sal.tshirtfarm@gmail.com
www.TshirtFarmNY.com

22 Main Street Millerton, NY 12546

Rock & Roll Apparel & Accessories
Hoodies & Crews ◆ Hats & Gloves

Stickers ◆ Patches ◆ Pins ◆ Funko Pop!
Toys ◆ Puzzles ◆ Mugs

Carhartt Apparel ◆ Fleece
Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery

Gift Certifi cates Available

Can you imagine a world without your 
Lakeville Journal or Millerton News? 
For now, you won’t have to. Thank you! 

Dear Reader,

Late in 2019, we shared with you our story of need within the world of 
vanishing local journalism. You generously supported us, to date, in the 
amount of $263,008.98 over two years, for our “Community 
Membership” model and then “Community Contributor” model. And 
now we are taking more steps toward sustainability.

In order to help increase our revenues as possible, while advertising 
remains lower than other years, eff ective October 15, 2020 the cost of 
the newspaper increased to two dollars, the fi rst increase since 2003. 
Yearly subscriptions are $82 a year. For more information on 
subscribing, go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions.

Thanks to our Community’s generosity and the dedication of our team, 
we were able to remain fully functional through the COVID-19 
pandemic. We will continue our work, with your kind and greatly 
appreciated respect and support.

— The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC

Support your local, independent voice in journalism by making a contribution at
www.tricornernews.com/contribute or by mailing a check with your contact information 

to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039.

In return for your Community Contribution, any contributions made now to 
The Lakeville Journal Foundation, a 501(c)3 organization, will be tax deductible according to the law.
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(860) 364-5380
349A Main Street, Lakeville, CT

www.roaringoaksfl orist.com

Let us help Let us help 
you deck you deck 
your halls your halls 
this holiday this holiday 
season!season!

Let us help Let us help 
you deck you deck 
your halls your halls 
this holiday this holiday 
season!season!

10 Academy Street
Salisbury, CT

T: 860.596.4381
honeychurchhome.comHome Decor | Tabletop | Flowers
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SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Sharon Lawn and Landscape
P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069

860-672-5250 mobile
860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

one call for all your

Winter projects
We do commercial snowplowing,

snow and ice control,
land clearing, pruning, etc.
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North Elm Home Furnishings

Furniture • Mattresses • Home Accents • Art • Gift certificates & gift wrapping available

North Elm Home Furnishings

Furniture • Mattresses • Home Accents • Art • Gift certificates & gift wrapping available

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-4 
5938 North Elm Ave. , Millerton, NY 12546 
t: 518.789.3848  f: 518.789.0234  
www.northelmhome.com

Don’t Miss our Black Friday Weekend Sale
Friday, Saturday and Sunday


