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Located at 17 John St. in Millerton, Gilded Moon Framing owners Paul
and Jill Choma paid homage to the reopening of small businesses in New
York state with a sign stating, “We are Small Business.”

Businesses rejoice in
reopening their doors

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

HARLEM VALLEY — Heeding the
guidelines issued by New York state
and taking the necessary precautions
for keeping themselves and their cus-
tomers safe, local businesses across
the region are taking the first steps to
reopening their doors to the public.
Though it’s clear they’ll be operating
under a new normal, businesses are
doing their utmost to stay safe while
trying to resume operations and re-
gain some of the revenues they’ve lost
since being shut down by Governor
Andrew Cuomo’s New York State
on PAUSE Executive Order issued in
March to prevent the spread of the
deadly coronavirus.

Prepared to offer local business
owners guidance for reopening their
doors and retaining customers at this
time, the Hudson Valley Economic
Development Corporation held a
“Back to Business: Ready for the Big
Comeback!” webinar in May. To learn
more about the webinar, go to www.
tricornernews.com for the full story.

To help protect New Yorkers and
continue to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19, Cuomo issued another Execu-
tive Order on May 28, to allow busi-
ness owners to deny entry to anyone
who refuses to wear a face mask or
other face covering in their business.

“When we're talking about reopen-
ing stores and places of business, we're
giving the store owners the right to say
‘If you're not wearing a mask, you can’t

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE
Located at 22 Main St. in Miller-
ton, T-Shirt Farm promoted its new
curbside service and reminded cus-
tomers that masks are required to
enter the store.

owner has a right to protect them-
selves; that store owner has a right to
protect the other patrons in that store.
You don’t want to wear a mask, fine,
but you don’t have a right to go into
that store if that store owner doesn’t
want you to.”

Rest assured, store owners across
the Harlem Valley have been heeding
that warning by making sure their
employees and patrons are wearing
masks and by exercising the proper
health and safety protocols.

Take, for instance, the Millbrook
Antiques Center, which reopened to
the public on Saturday, May 30. Six to

Mail in those absentee ballots!

Vote on school district budgets,
BOE elections by June 9, by mail

By WHITNEY JOSEPH
editor@millertonnews.com

HARLEM VALLEY — School dis-
tricts throughout the region are keeping
their fingers crossed that residents have
been reading their mail — because that’s
the only way qualified voters would
have received the absentee ballots need-
ed to participate in their local Boards of
Education (BOE) elections and district
budget votes.

This year, because of the coronavirus
pandemic, Governor Andrew Cuomo
issued an Executive Order that delayed

school board elections and budget votes
across the state until Tuesday, June 9.
They were originally set for May 19, but
concerns about spreading COVID-19 at
polling places, where social distancing
would be understandably difficult, com-
pelled the governor to rethink things.
He decided that, for the first time, New
York would conduct all school board
elections and budget votes via mail and
all qualified voters would be sent an ab-
sentee ballot with return postage paid.
The Executive Order also delays local
special district and village elections until
Sept. 15.

“We've made great progress to re-
duce the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
but we still don’t know when this pan-
demic will end and we don’t want to
undo all the work we’ve already done to
flatten the curve,” Cuomo said on May
1, when he announced his decision. “We
don’t want to put New Yorkers in a situ-
ation where they are possibly putting
their health at risk, so we are delaying
school board elections and conducting
them by mail and delaying all local spe-
cial district and village elections to help

See BOE ELECTIONS, A7

State’s Democratic presidential
primary reinstated for June 23

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

NEW YORK STATE — Governor
Andrew Cuomo issued an Executive
Order earlier this spring to mandate
that all registered voters receive a
postage-paid application for an absen-
tee ballot so they can still vote during
the coronavirus pandemic.

At a press conference held on April
24, Cuomo acknowledged that while
there have been elections held in midst
of the pandemic, it made no sense that
people should have to put their lives
at risk and violate social distancing in
order to vote.

After issuing an Executive Order

to allow all New Yorkers to vote via
absentee ballots in the primaries on
Tuesday, June 23, he announced that
he was issuing an Executive Order to
ensure every New York voter would
automatically receive a postage-paid
application to receive a ballot.

Agreeing  wholeheartedly  with
Cuomo’s decision to mandate that the
Dutchess County Board of Elections
(DCBOE) send out absentee ballot
applications to voters, DCBOE Com-
missioner Beth Soto said, “Our prior-
ity right now is the safety of our voters
and our election workers.”

The New York State Board of Elec-
tions initially canceled the Democrat-
ic presidential primary on April 27 to

protect voters and prevent the spread
of COVID-19. Yet little did the board
know the decision to cancel the presi-
dential primary would create tension
among voters, who would call for its
reinstatement.

Those supporting Vermont Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders’ presidential cam-
paign were particularly upset with the
decision. It was just around that time
that Sanders decided to suspend his
campaign, resulting in former Vice
President Joe Biden stepping forward
as the presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee.

In a court order filed against the

See PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY , A7

Court rejects petition as invalid’

12 North Main St. could be future
Pine Plains Town Hall, plus parking

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — In making an of-
fer on the property at 12 North Main
St. this past February, the Pine Plains
Town Board seized a rare opportunity
to make headway on the town’s long-
standing goal of revitalizing its down-
town. While the board received several
shows of support on the buy, it also
contended with a recent petition for a
referendum vote on the purchase dur-
ing a permissive referendum period.

pandemic and bringing the petition to
the Dutchess County Court, the board
made itself available to the community
to explain the significance of this pur-
chase and how it will pave the way for
a more vibrant town.

As reflected in its Comprehensive
Plan — both in the original 2004 ver-
sion and the newly updated 2019 ver-
sion — the town has had its heart set
on enhancing its downtown area for
several years. Along with improving
public infrastructure, town leaders
have envisioned moving Town Hall

199 to the center of town to make it
“more accessible to residents” and
“help concentrate communal activity
in the hamlet center and contribute to
the vibrancy of Pine Plains,” according
to the Town of Pine Plains 2019 Com-
prehensive Plan.

To fulfill this goal, the town pur-
chased a parcel at 8 North Main St.
back in August of 2019. The property at
12 North Main St. became available for
purchase that October. As written in
the board’s application to the Supreme

come in”” Cuomo said. “That store See BUSINESSES REOPEN A7 Between the onset of the coronavirus  from its current location at 3284 Route See 12 NORTH MAIN ST., A7
Obituari A2 Legal Noti A5 WLIL
ituaries ... egal Notices ... . . :
‘ m ” “““ Amenia A3 Opinion A6 TI']COI'HGI’NQWS.COIH Vote By Mail, Or Don't Vote At
Pine Plains ... A4 Millerton ... A9 : : All In This Year’s School District
8 91421700022 5 Millbrook ... A5 Classifieds ... A9-10 The Best Reglonal News Site

Vote; Columns; Letters A6
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was so easy!
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Raymond Ivan Butler

WASSAIC — Raymond Ivan
Butler, 64, a lifelong area resident,
died unexpectedly on

Butler, Frances Tratnack, Billy-

Jo Clement and Lori Ann But-

ler; two grandchildren,

Sunday, May 31, 2020.

Ray worked as a
custodian at Mill-
brook Central School
District for the past 23
years; prior to that he
worked for the Tacon-
ic DDSO in Wassaic
for 15 years.

Kaylin Spadaccini and
Jayden Washington; two
dear friends, Michael
and Debbie; and several
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents he was predeceased
by two sisters, Bonnie
May Butler and Doris

Born Sept. 5, 1955,
in Great Barrington,
he was the son of the late Bon-
nie May (Johnson) and Raymond
Irving Butler.

Ray attended Webutuck High
School and was a longtime mem-
ber of the CSEA.

He was an avid Elvis Presley
fan and a movie buff. He enjoyed
spending time with his family and
making people laugh. His laugh-
ter will be fondly remembered
echoing down the hallways of
Millbrook School.

He will be dearly missed by his
loving family and many friends.

Ray is survived by his two sons,
Sherman Lawson III of Clinton
Corners, N.Y,, and Tyrone “Ty”
Lawson of Millerton; his brother,
Bobby Henry; four sisters, Natalie

Butler.
Calling hours will be
on Friday, June 5, from 4 to 8 p.m.
at the Scott D. Conklin Funeral
Home in Millerton.

Graveside services and burial
will take place on Saturday, June
6, at 11 a.m. at [rondale Cemetery
in Millerton, the Rev. William
Mayhew officiating.

All New York state and CDC
mandates will be in effect, to in-
clude the use of a facial covering
and social distancing. Please be
respectful and courteous.

Memorial donations may be
made to the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention, P.O.
Box 266, Lagrangeville, NY 12540.
To send an online condolence, go
to www.conklinfuneralhome.
com.

Timothy A. Williams Jr.

KENT — Timothy A. Williams
Jr., 42, of New Preston, Conn,,
was taken from his fam-

Besides his parents, he’s sur-
vived by his fiancée, Sandra La-
Place of New Preston;

ily far too soon, and
didn’t get the chance to
say a proper goodbye on
May 23, 2020, but the
time they shared to-
gether will last forever.

Timothy was born
Nov. 9,1977, in New Ha-
ven, Conn., the son of

his children, Gunner
Williams of Newtown,
Conn., Carter Wil-
liams of New Preston
and Ellie Williams of
Newtown; his sister,
Samantha Williams and
her fiancé, Matt Steves,
of Fort Edward, N.Y.; his

Joan (Glass) and Timo-
thy A. Williams Sr.

“T” as he was often called, was
aloved son, strong partner, need-
ed friend and a cherished father of
three. He was raised in Kent and
was a graduate of Oliver Wolcott
Tech. He worked for 25 years as
a mechanic at Connecticut Auto
Repair (CARS) in New Milford,
Conn., and just last year started
working with his father in his
landscaping business.

“T” loved sharing his favor-
ite activities with his family and
friends like fishing, hunting, shed
hunting, hiking, mushroom forag-
ing, darts, horseshoes, cornhole,
gardening and so much more.

He always had a smile on his
face and would give an arm and
a leg for anyone in need. He was
a talented mechanic, respected
outdoorsman, and always worked

harder than he had to.

grandmother, Lois Col-
by of Bristol, Conn.; his
nephews, Bailey Doyen and Gage
Steves of Fort Edward and Joshua
and Jacob Liska of Newtown; a
niece, Sarah Liska of Newtown;
his uncles, Earl Glass of West
Virginia, Floyd Williams of Wash-
ington, Conn., Gerald Williams of
Torrington and Thomas Williams
of Bristol, Conn.; his aunts, Darla
Bennett and her husband, Joe, of
Missouri, Sharon Rosa and her
husband, Vincent, of Maine and
Melinda Schipul of New Milford;
and his lifelong friend, who was
more like a brother, Jay Ward Jr.
of Torrington. Many cousins and
numerous friends will also carry
his legacy.
There will be a celebration of
life at a later date.
To send the family an online
condolence, kindly visit www.
thurstonrowefuneralhome.com.

SPORTS

A fisherman’s journal amid a pandemic

he gist of fishing right now

is: There are three brook

trout streams in nearby
Conneciticut, the Blackberry
and the Furnace Brook in North
Canaan and the Housatonic, all
within 20 miles of Lakeville (stay-
ing in-state).

I can avoid other people quite
easily on any of these bodies of
water. I've been doing it for de-
cades, never mind pandemics.

The Farmington is only 20-
odd miles away but it’s just far
enough that if anything should
happen, such as spraining an
ankle or the car breaking down,
I would have to holler for help
and thus risk exposure and/or
exposing someone else. It’s also
crowded, perhaps more so than
usual.

So no. Staying put means fish-
ing nearby.

I've been keeping a pandemic
fishing journal. Here are some
recent entries:

Last bit of April to May 2:
Rain. Endless rain. Had a decent
Blackberry day in there, and a de-
cent Secret Stream day, but from
the evening of Thursday, April
30, into the next morning, May 1,
it rained hard. (Which was good
because I was worried about the
crops.)

The Housatonic was up well
over 3,000 cubic feet per second,
and the tributaries were pretty
much blown out. Managed one
little brookie in the raging tor-
rent at the falls on Mount Riga be-
fore calling it quits and trudging
home to watch (i.e. nap through)
the “Ancient Aliens” marathon on
television.

May 5: Spring arrived for a
couple of days but everything, I
mean everything, was too high
to fish. Yesterday the Blackberry
was still a tad high but clear. My
buddy Dave was there experi-
menting with Euronymphing and
catching some fish. | managed
several with a shorter rod and
a Tenkara rod. One streambred
17-inch rainbow was in the mix
of stockers.

May 6: Cold and awful and I
was nailing fish right and left on
the Blackberry downstream of
the old iron furnace — includ-
ing three hefty rainbows who
got the “compassionate release”
treatment, meaning I couldn’t seal
the deal with the Tenkara rod (a
cheapie called Galaxy Ray). That’s
what you get for fishing heavy
flies downstream with a rod that
has no reel.

May 8: Chilly and very slow.
Explored the Whiting River in
North Canaan, nothing doing;
ditto the upper stretch of the
Blackberry, where you have to
walk around a corn field to get
at the stream.

There are two deep chutes
next to some riprap where [ have
plucked some nice fish in previ-
ous years but nothing today. Went
back to “old familiar” and hiked
up a very pretty stocked brookie

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

A stocked brown trout from the Blackberry River in North Canaan, Conn. The state has stocked
the stream several times in recent months.

TANGLED
LINES
Patrick L. Sullivan

and a couple of rainbows, out of
the pool right below the furnace
dam. One of them had the sport-
ing attitude and jumped a couple
times. All this with a Dragontail
zoom rod, which has become my
go-to for fixed-line fishing.

May 9: Woke up to a dusting
of snow. Apocalyptic thoughts
ensued.

May 10: Cold, windy, inter-
mittent sun and the dulcet tone
of a chainsaw and leaf blower
ringing in my ears. Caught one
Basic Blackberry Bow, tickled
a brown, and gave it up after a
couple hours.

I am thoroughly sick of the
Blackberry.

May 17: Yesterday I took the
first serious 2020 foray into
the Wachocastinook (aka Riga)
Brook, a Class I wild trout stream
in Salisbury.

By “serious” I mean clamber-
ing in there to the point you either

have to keep going upstream until
you hit a) an old logging road or
b) continue upstream to the falls
in order to get out of there.

Or you get to the Point of No
Return and, well, return.

I started about 10 a.m. and
fished mostly unsuccessfully until
about noon, when the switch was
flipped and they started hitting
things: Deer Hair Sedge and the
more traditional and bulkier Elk
Hair caddis dries; assorted soft-
hackle wets, traditional and ke-
bari; smallish but heavy nymphs,
particularly a size 16 Rainbow
Warrior.

As per usual the fish were
small, nothing topping 8 inches.
All wild browns and brookies.

Unhappily the Canon point-
and-shoot camera decided to die
again. It got dunked earlier this
spring and I gave it the bag of
rice treatment, and for a while
it worked. But it has apparently
relapsed and sits, mute and un-
blinking, on the kitchen counter,
awaiting disposal.
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Eleanor Mary (Richardson) Currier

Eleanor Mary (Richardson)
Currier passed away in her 92nd
year of life on April 27,

Eleanor Campbell of Wingdale,
and their surviving families. Two
siblings survive, Jean

2020.

She was born in
Fayston, Vt., on Sept.
13, 1928, to Bernice
(MacOmber) and James
Cameron.

Married to Rudolph
C.Richardson on March
18, 1949, she leaves his

Tourville Nadeau of
Essex Junction, Vt., and
Edith St. Onge Hebard
of Glover, Vt. She was
predeceased by twin sis-
ters Evelyn Huard and
Geraldine Kota as well
as her two husbands, her
parents and two grand-

five children, Shirley

Bronson of Lampassas, Texas,
Sheila Breen of Millerton, Stuart
Richardson of New Lebanon, N.Y.,
Steven Richardson of Wassaic and

daughters.
All services are private.
Local arrangements are being
handled by the Kenny Funeral
Home in Sharon.

TriCornerNews.com

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s happening in your area, we're there.

The Congregational

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are
on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10am
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom:
Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Worship Services
Week of June 7, 2020

Services are canceled or being held online.
Call ahead or visit websites for updates.

Falls Village
Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village
10:00 a.m. Family Worship

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with

a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

St. John's Episcopal Church
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Rev. Marilyn Anderson
Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Said
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
WEDNESDAY HEALING SERVICE
At Noon — with Eucharist
www.stjohnssalisbury.org
860-435-9290

Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM
Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us
860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

North Canaan

Congregational Church, UCC
Joyfully opening our hearts
and doors to all God's people
Pastor Savage Frieze
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am
AT THE PILGRIM HOUSE
30 GRANITE AVE, CANAAN:
FISHES & LOAVES Food Pantry
and CLOSETS for clothing
Tuesdays from 5to 7
and Thursdays from noon to 2
www.facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational

Greenwoods

Community Church
355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM
Kidz Konnection
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)
Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler
413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

North East Baptist Church
Historic Meeting House,
Main & Maple Millerton, NY
God's word is always relevant!
A Warm Welcome Awaits You
SUNDAY SERVICES
Family Bible School - 9:30 AM
Morning Worship - 11:00
Evening Service - 6:00 PM
WEEKDAY MEETINGS
Weds. Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM
at Parsonage 33 S. Maple Ave.
Sat. Bible Studies
for Men & Women 3:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
First Sunday of each month
after AM services
Pastor Henry A. Prause
518-789-4840

St. Thomas

Episcopal Church
40 Leedsville Road
Amenia Union, NY
VIRTUAL SUNDAY
WORSHIP 10:30
Please go to
www.stthomasamenia.com to log on.
Followed by a virtual coffee hour
Rev. AJ Stack
www.stthomasamenia.com
845-373-9161

Trinity Episcopal Church
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock
Virtual Sunday service 10:30 AM
Trinity Lime Rock Facebook page
Virtual Coffee Hour & Bible Study
Rev. Heidi Truax
trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627
www.trinitylimerock.org

Unitarian Fellowship
of NW CT

The format for our Unitarian
Fellowship has changed to zoom.
Sunday, June 14 at 10:30 a.m.
If you need help with zoom,
call (860) 435-2319

All are Welcome

The Sharon United

Methodist Church
112 Upper Main Steet,

North End of Sharon Green
Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care
No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel
860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Lakeville United

Methodist Church
319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel
860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist @snet.net

Canaan United

Methodist Church
2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service
“Open Hearts — Open Minds — Open Doors”
Rev. Lee Gangaware
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Promised Land
Baptist Church
29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome!
Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am
Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685
VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,
4 North Street, Norfolk
St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church
Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 am,
Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church
Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church
Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary
ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information,
please call 860-824-7078

The Chapel of All Saints,
Cornwall
Join our intimate Episcopal service
via Zoom Sundays at 9am
Email Rev. Mary Gates at:
mmgates 125@gmail.com
for an invitation to the Zoom service

If you don’t have a computer
you can participate via phone.

We hope you will join us!

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational
Worship Sunday, 10 am

Cornwall Village Meeting House
8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall

Outstanding Church School (10 am)
Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship
860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall
Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister

Welcoming all - including the
LGBTQ Community

The Smithfield

Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd.
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational
Church
25 Main Street, Sharon, CT
Visit our website
sharoncongregationalchurch.org
for current online sermons.
Bible Study Guides
also available by request:
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Or contact us at 860-364-5002

SAINT KATERI

TEKAKWITHA PARISH
860-927-3003
The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon
St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
9 AM - Sacred Heart
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday & First Friday
SATURDAY VIGIL
4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES
8 AM - St. Bernard
10 AM - Sacred Heart

Millerton United

Methodist Church
6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of
each month at 9:30 A.M.

518-789-3138
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Webutuck BOE election has four candidates vie for three seats

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WEBUTUCK — Come Tues-
day, June 9, voters residing in the
Webutuck Central School District
will have had the chance to mail
in (or drop off outside the dis-
trict office Monday, June 8, from
noon to 7 p.m. or Tuesday, June
9, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) their ab-
sentee ballots for their picks on
the Webutuck Board of Educa-
tion (BOE).

Running are two incumbents,
BOE President Judy Moran and
Christopher Lounsbury, and new-
comers Jay Newman and Henry
Pollinger, to fill three open seats.
Those elected will serve three-
year terms, from Wednesday, July
1 through June 30, 2023.

Judy Moran

Serving on the BOE since 2011,
Judy Moran has had the privilege
of leading the school board on
an array of initiatives geared to-
ward improving the district and
offering more opportunities to
its students. Along with oversee-
ing improvements to the district’s
septic system, she shared how
she’s looking forward to watch-
ing it move forward with the cre-
ation of an in-school based health
clinic, which she believes will be
“a huge plus to our school com-
munity.”

In addition to her previous
BOE experience, Moran said she
feels she can bring her unique ex-
pertise in the financial and legal

fields to the table as well as her
training with the New York State
School Board Association. Hav-
ing watched her own children
graduate from the Webutuck
district, her desire to ensure the
community’s children receive
the best education possible has
remained intact throughout the
years.

When asked about her moti-
vation to run for another term,
Moran said, “We’re not done and
quite honestly, this is the best
board I have ever served with. I
think everyone is interested in
doing the right thing and is in-
terested for the right reasons —
for the kids — and I like working
with these people. I think we're
a great team and I would like to
see things both get finished and
be improved.”

Christopher Lounsbury

Presenting his candidacy at
the Webutuck BOE meeting on
Tuesday, May 26, Christopher
Lounsbury said he was looking
forward to running for his second
term on the board. Coming up at
the end of his first term, he shared
how he’s enjoyed it immensely
and reflected on the knowledge
he’s gained about how a school
district is run and how the com-
munity and school district can
work together to make the com-
munity better.

“I'm looking forward to an-
other three years,” Lounsbury
said at that time.

Lounsbury could not be

reached by The Millerton News

for further comment prior to

press time on Tuesday, June 2.
Jay Newman

A first-time candidate for the
BOE, Jay Newman seized the op-
portunity to get better acquainted
with the Webutuck school district
and its operations by running for
the school board this year.

“When [ retired, I was hoping
to find a way to participate more
deeply in this community, which
we love,” the Millerton resident
told the BOE at the May 26 meet-
ing, “and when this opportunity
presented itself, I decided I'd take
a shot at it.”

The first five years of New-
man’s career were spent in the
law field in New York City, and
the other 35 years were dedicated
to business with 20 years spent at
the investment management firm,
Elliott Management Corporation.
During the course of his business
career, Newman said he’s dealt
with a lot of counties and believes
the skills he acquired in that time
could be put to good use in assist-
ing the BOE.

If elected, Newman hopes his
prior experiences will be helpful
in terms of planning for future
distance learning opportunities,
now more important than ever
in the age of the coronavirus pan-
demic. However, he stressed how
important it is for new school
board members to take time to
learn about how a school district
works. To that end, he said he

School board hears feedback
on 2020-21 budget at public hearing

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WEBUTUCK — Moving
ahead with the next step in the
2020-21 school budget process,
the Webutuck Board of Education
(BOE) held a virtual public hear-
ing on the fiscal plan on Tuesday,
May 26.

Both the public hearing and
board meeting were held via
Zoom due to the coronavirus
pandemic and social distancing
regulations. Once BOE President
Judy Moran opened the hearing,
Business Administrator Robert
Farrier gave an overview of the
2020-21 budget.

Farrier explained that the
BOE’s directive for this year’s
budget was to “support the aca-
demic program of our students
while recognizing the impact on
taxpayers.”

Totaling $23,909,545, Far-
rier said the proposed budget
for the 2020-21 school year in-
of 1.99%. With the rollover items
the school district is contending
with — such as healthcare costs,
increased special education costs
and other personnel costs — he
said it stayed within that 1.99% by
looking at savings and not adding
any additional staff.

Regarding additions to the
budget, Farrier said there was one
students with disabilities teacher,
which the district was able to
acquire due to the reduction of
a family and consumer science
teacher. At the end of the day, he
said the number of teachers re-
mained the same.

Farrier said the budget con-
tinues to support academic and
extracurricular programs as well
as college level courses, which
will allow students to graduate
with the possibility of one year
of college credit.

The budget also supports addi-
tional courses — including com-
puter science, entrepreneurship
and advanced biology — and of-
fers a commitment to an instruc-
tional technology initiative that
will allow students a one-to-one
technology device.

Reviewing the calculation of
the 2020-21levy, Farrier took into
account the total budget amount
as well as the $6,207,036 reduc-
tion in state aid; the $202,000
reduction in other revenue; and
the $1,900,000 reduction in the
fund balance. There were no
other additions or reductions.
Overall, the total levy for 2020-
21 came to $15,600,509 or 5.99%.
Superintendent of Schools Ray-
mond Castellani pointed out that
while the 5.99% is higher than the
district would like, the amount is
under the state allowable tax cap

of 6.32%. Farrier said the 5.99%
would allow the district to keep
all services the same.

With this proposed levy, the tax
rate will be $11.56 per $1,000. Re-
garding the estimated tax increase
for homeowners in the towns of
North East, Millerton and Ame-
nia, based on the 2020 tentative
tax rolls, the tax increase will be
$38 annually or $3.16 monthly for
ahome assessed at $100,000; $76
annually or $6.33 monthly for a
home assessed at $200,000; and
$114 annually or $9.50 monthly
for ahome assessed at $300,000.
Farrier noted that this tax levy
increase qualifies homeowners
for the New York State Property
Tax Relief Reimbursement. All
qualified and eligible Basic and
Enhanced STAR recipients will
continue to receive exemptions.

In the event that the 2020-21
school district budget doesn’t
pass by a 50% plus-1 simple ma-
jority vote, Farrier said the BOE
would have the option of putting

the same, less or more than what
was presented in the first budget.
The BOE could also decide to go
to a contingency budget. If the
second budget doesn’t pass, the
BOE would automatically adopt a
contingency budget, which means
there would be a further reduc-
tion of $415,413 to be at a 0% tax
levy increase.

Among the items to be con-
sidered for reduction in the con-
tingency budget, the BOE would
have to consider cutting the
school resource officer (SRO), a
music teacher, an art teacher, a
physical education teacher, a so-

cial studies teacher, an elementary
teacher for grades kindergarten
through sixth, field trips, junior
varsity sports and instructional
leads.

“Really, when you go to that
component, you really have to
look at all avenues and make sure
that you are putting your dollars
where you need to in terms of
maximizing the educational op-
portunities you have serving that
0% increase,” Farrier said.

In addition to the approval
of the 2020-21 school district
budget, voters are being asked to
vote in the election of three BOE
members. For more information
on this year’s BOE elections, find
candidate profiles throughout
this week’s Millerton News.

Aware of the academic re-
quirements for intermediate
school students, BOE candidate
Henry Pollinger asked how stu-
dents will be able to satisfy their
Family & Consumer Science re-
quirement with the elimination
of a Family & Consumer Sci-
ence teacher. Castellani said the
district will have an elementary
school teacher teach one section
of the Family & Consumer Sci-
ence content area as well as other
electives.

Addressing a question about
how the ballots will be counted
this year, Farrier said there will
be an election supervisor who
will receive the ballots and the
ballots will be opened within the
public’s view.

Moran also expressed concern
about the roughly 60 Amenia
residents who receive their mail
through P.O. Boxes, rather than

g
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Are you looking for a way to honor
your favorite 2020 graduate?

Here’s your opportunity! You can take
out a personalized message for your favorite
grad (or grads) in the June 18 issue of
The Lakeville Journal and June 25 issue
of The Millerton News.

2 column (3.7”) x 2” ads are just $56!

Email advertising@lakevillejournal.com
or call 860-435-9873. Be sure to include your
Graduate's name, school and your message
as well as your name, phone and address.
Our composing department will create your ad at no
additional cost. Deadline for inclusion is Thurs., June 11.
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FOSTERING DEMOCRACY and an
ATMOSPHERE OF OPEN COMMUNICATION

TriCornerNews.com

thinks his job for the first part
of his term will be to figure out
how Webutuck operates, what the
district’s needs and challenges are
and where his skills could best
be used.

Henry Pollinger

A write-in candidate for this
year’s BOE election, Amenia resi-
dent Henry Pollinger’s involve-
ment with the Webutuck school
district community began with
his student days at Webutuck and
evolved throughout his teaching
English Language Arts (ELA)
at Eugene Brooks Intermedi-
ate School and Webutuck High
School.

Holding one Master’s degree
in curriculum, instruction and as-
sessment and another in educa-
tional leadership, Pollinger taught
at the now-closed Amenia school
for dyslexic children, Kildonan
School, for three years; served as
the assistant principal and prin-
cipal at Ulster County Board of
Cooperative Educational Ser-
vices (BOCES) for two years;
and taught ELA at Webutuck for
nine years.

Reminiscing about his teach-
ing days at Webutuck, Pollinger
vividly remembers the supportive
community of students, families
and teachers and how the dis-
trict collaborated to overcome
any challenges it encountered.
Hoping to establish a relation-
ship with the district’s families
and students, he expressed his
interest in identifying new chal-

at their physical address, which is
where ballots have been mailed.
She suggested any resident who
has not received a ballot reach out
to District Clerk Tracy Trotter
immediately at 845-373-4100 or
at tracy.trotter@webutuck.org.
For more on the 2020 school
district vote and BOE elections,
see the this week’s front page.

lenges the district may be facing.

“I also think it’s important
to make sure people know the
positive things that are going on,”
Pollinger said. “It’s a balance in
recognizing and finding solutions
to challenges and letting people
know of the good things going

on — being part of the solution
rather than the problem.”

Additionally, if elected to the
BOE, Pollinger said he’s inter-
ested in exploring the challenge
of creating a transition plan from
online learning to in-person
learning.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Party on the go

Unable to gather in her office for the traditional pizza party to
celebrate the academic achievements of those students earning
a place on the Principal’s Honor Roll, Webutuck High School
Principal Katy McEnroe made surprise visits to the students’
homes on Thursday, May 7. Among the students who achieved
this honor for the third marking period, McEnroe recognized
Morgan Sprague, Jordyn Thorne, Carrissa Whitehead, Cassan-
dra Crum, Hope Johnson, Kunsanz Sherpa, Cadence Shufelt,
Amy Hayes and Disha Patel. Out of the nine students, McEnroe
surprised six students at home and presented each student with
a certificate, a bag of candy and a slice of pizza. The remaining
three students were not home when McEnroe visited their
residences. She congratulated all for their achievements.

Sanitation Service
Q_ualit# Service gfor Refuse (Removal
a_ec#cling dfor dhe dfuture

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

CLUES ACROSS

1. Swiss shoe company

5. Caesar, comedian

8. andflow

11. Horsefly

13. Egyptian pharaoh

14. African nation

15. Tony-winning actress Daisy

16. Initial public offering

17. Long-winding ridge

18. Guinea peoples

20. Fellow

21.About aviation

22. Able to make amends

25. Easy to perceive

30. Cut off

31. Northeast Thai language

32. Earthy pigment

33. Water nymphs

38. Returned material
authorization (abbr.)

41.Those who deal

43. Apply a new fabric

45. Confusions

48.“To __ his own”

49. Lowest point of a ridge
between two peaks

50. Heavy cavalry sword

55. Partner to pain

56. A type of savings account

57.1In a way, felt pain

60. Consume

61. Jewish spiritual leader

62.Body part

63. Midway between south and
southeast

64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN

1. Indicates a certain time
(abbr.)

2. Expression of sorrow or pity

3. Central American lizard

4. Muslim military
commanders

5.One who takes to the seas

6. Select jury

7. Parts of the small intestine

8. Painter’s accessory

9. Honk

10. Ballpoint pen

12. Large, dark antelope

14. Ancient kingdom near Dead
Sea

19. Exhausts

23.__-bo: exercise system

24. Not written in any key or
mode

the universe

59. Wide-beamed sailing dinghy

25. Chinese principle underlying

Brain Teasers

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.)

27.Powdery, post-burning
residue

28. Company that rings receipts

29. Rugged mountain range

34. Commercials

35.NY football player

36. A form of be

37. Soviet Socialist Republic

39.Kindnesses

40. Natural electrical
phenomenons

41.Your

42.Diana __, singer

44. Upper surface of the mouth

45. National capital

46. Fluid in Greek mythology

47.Renowned jazz trumpeter

48. Freedom from difficulty
51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. Actor Idris

54. Revolutionaries

58. Criticize

May 28 Solution
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Senior living * Rehabilitation ® Nursing ® Memory Care

A nonprofit organization

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-9851 * www.noblehorizons.org
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PINE PLAINS

Incumbents seek additional BOE terms in uncontested races

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — In addition
to voting on the 2020-21 school
district budget and a bus pur-
chase proposition, voters living
in the Pine Plains Central School
District will be asked to cast their
ballot for their choice of Pine
Plains Board of Education (BOE)
candidates on Tuesday, June 9.

For this year’s election, vot-
ers will be asked to vote on two
BOE members to fill the two
open seats on the school board.
If elected, the members will each
serve a three-year term, starting
Wednesday, July 1, and ending
June 30, 2023. This year’s elec-
tion features two incumbent

candidates: Heidi Johnson and
James Griffin.
Heidi Johnson

Finishing up her second term,
Heidi Johnson has been given
the opportunity to witness great
progress taking place in the Pine
Plains Central School District
during her time on the BOE, from
the improvements made to the
district’s academic performance
to the increased outreach to stu-
dents who are struggling. She
also praised the implementation
of the district’s one-to-one laptop
initiative as well as its continua-
tion of its solid financial status.

Among her reasons for run-
ning for a third term, Johnson
highlighted the major changes
expected to take place in New

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

Off duty

Normally a place for families to cool off on hot summer days,
the lifeguard stand at the Pine Plains Beach stood empty at
the start of June as the beach has yet to reopen to the public
due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has shut down much of
the country, and the state. New York’s Hudson Valley has re-
opened for Phase One, but that hasn’t included all parks and

beaches just yet.

AREA IN BRIEF
Strawberry Festival June 20 at The Grange

STANFORDVILLE — Stan-
ford Grange #808 will host its
Annual Strawberry Festival on
Saturday, June 20, at the Stan-
ford Grange Hall, 6043 Route
82,at 5 p.m. Dinners will be take
out only.

The menu will include classic
picnic food: hamburgers, cheese-
burgers, hot dogs, Italian pasta
salad, baked beans and home-
made strawberry shortcake for
dessert made with hand-picked
local strawberries and home-
made ice cream and biscuits.

A donation of $15 per dinner
is requested. For contact-less
pick-up, drive to the back of the
hall, pay, get the food through
the car window and take it home
to enjoy. All Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
Health Guidelines will be fol-
lowed including face masks,
gloves and social distancing to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

For reservations (which are
a must as the Grange may run
out of dinners), call Ryan Orton
at 845-868-7869.

Lakeville, Connecticut - 860-435-0578

e
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York school districts in the com-
ing years due to the coronavirus
pandemic and the uncertainty of
state aid. Anticipating financial
pressures, she said it’s become
even more imperative for the
district to find creative ways of
maintaining its existing pro-
grams without having a massive
effect on the tax rate. Governor
Andrew Cuomo has warned that
if the state does not receive ad-
ditional federal funding from
Washington, there could be a
20% decrease in state education
aid next year.

Holding faith in the BOE’s
ability to rise to the challenges
to come, Johnson said, “I think
together with the administration
that we can face the challenges in

BOE holds

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — With the
school district’s annual budget
vote just around the corner, the
Pine Plains Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) offered the public a
chance to ask questions about the
already-adopted 2020-21 budget
atavirtual public hearing held on
Wednesday, May 27.

The BOE adopted the 2020-
21 school district budget during
its virtual meeting on Tuesday,
April 28. Beginning at 7 p.m. last
Wednesday evening, the public
hearing was organized via video
conference and led by Assistant
Superintendent for Business and
Finance Michael Goldbeck.

Goldbeck reported that
the budget for the 2020-21
school year was calculated at
$33,525,450, marking a year-to-
year increase of 1.81% or $596,572.
The adopted budget features
a tax levy limit of $24,189,676
(indicating an increase of 2.43%
or $574,104 from last year) and
a total of $6,830,176 in state aid
(indicating a decrease of 9.91% or
$751,014). Goldbeck notified the
BOE that the amount set aside
for state aid includes a reduction
of $760,000 due to anticipated
mid-year cuts.

Goldbeck reported that the
2020-21 budget “enables the
district to maintain and expand
all programs while ensuring the
overall health and safety of stu-
dents and staff” Among its pri-
orities, he said the budget seeks
to support academics in grades
K through 12; a full-day pre-k
program; the agriculture pro-

the years ahead”

In addition to her work on
the BOE, Johnson serves on the
board’s Policy Committee, a role
she enjoys and accredits as the
“heart of what the board does”

James Griffin

Also running for his third
term on the BOE, James Griffin
has seen his fair share of prog-
ress in the Pine Plains Central
School District during his time as
a school board member. Among
the accomplishments he is partic-
ularly proud to have overseen, he
praised the school district’s one-
to-one initiative, especially now
that students are continuing their
education through the district’s
distance learning program during
the COVID-19 pandemic, which

has forced the governor to shut
down schools statewide for the
remainder of the academic year.

When asked about what mo-
tivated him to run for another
term, Griffin said, “I think we still
have a lot more work to do and
I'm happy to continue to do my
community service as part of the
school board”

Like Johnson, Griffin shared
how he’s looking forward to
keeping the district as stable as
possible with the challenges that
lie ahead. Though COVID-19
took everyone by surprise, he
praised the district’s ability to
rise to the challenge and ensure
that the students would be taken
care of when the schools closed.

“I think our biggest accom-

plishment if we do some things
right is to serve our community,
our students, our parents with
as little disruption as possible to
keep the learning environment as
smooth and as least restrictive as
possible,” Griffin said.

Voters must cast their ballots
by mail this year due to the coro-
navirus pandemic canceling in-
person voting. All qualified voters
should have received their return
postage paid ballots in the mail
already; if not, contact the district
clerk immediately at the district
office, at 518-398-7181. For more
information, go to www.ppcsd.
org, and make sure to read this
week’s front page article on BOE
elections and budget votes across
the Harlem Valley.

public hearing on 2020-21 budget

gram; the one-to-one computer
initiative in pre-k through 12th
grade; the athletics program and
extracurricular activities; and
academic intervention and spe-
cial education services.

Reviewing the budget’s three
main components, Goldbeck ex-
plained that 79.5% of the budget
was set aside for program costs
while 11.3% of the budget went
toward administrative costs and
9.2% of the budget went toward
capital costs. Overall, the bud-
get’s administrative component
totaled $3,793,556; the program
component totaled $26,661,577;
and the capital component to-
taled $3,070,317. Offering a
comparison between the 2020-
21 budget and the current 2019-
20 budget, Goldbeck guided the
BOE through the various addi-
tions, reductions, increases and
decreases featured in this year’s
adopted budget.

Breaking down the budget
by areas of expenditures, 44.8%
of the budget was directed into
salaries while 33.8% of the bud-
get went toward benefits. The
remaining 21.4%, Goldbeck said,
went into everything else, includ-
ing materials and supplies, tu-
itions, heat and utilities, Board of
Cooperative Education Services
(BOCES) programs and services
and other similar items.

Goldbeck presented the BOE
with a revenue budget compari-
son, pointing out the 9.91% de-
crease (or $751,014) in state aid
based on the April 2020 legis-
lative budget and the 7.59% de-
crease (or $30,000) in non-tax
revenue. Acknowledging that
the 2020-21 school year marks

the ninth year of the New York
State Property Tax Cap Law, he
said the allowable levy limit for
the 2020-21fiscal year was calcu-
lated at $2.43%. Since the budget’s
proposed levy of $24,189,676 falls
within the tax levy limit, a simple
majority is required to pass the
budget. Goldbeck also mentioned
that taxpayers who qualify will
receive the property tax rebate
from the state.

Looking at the estimated
2020-21 true value tax rate, Gold-
beck said that under the proposed
levy and based on the 2019-20 as-
sessment data, the projected true
value tax rate is $13.63 per $1,000
of assessed value. For a home as-
sessed at $100,000, a district tax-
payer can expect to pay $1,363 in
school taxes for the 2020-21 fiscal
year, marking a $32 increase from
the 2019-20 school year.

Yet Goldbeck acknowledged
that there are still budget factors
to consider, such as unsettled
support staff contracts, costs for
students with special needs, ex-
tended school year and reopening
costs and revised voting proto-
cols for 2020. He reminded the
BOE that transportation costs
could change significantly as
could heating fuel prices and
usage. There are also revenue
issues to consider, including an-
ticipated cuts in state aid, federal
grant allocations and the use of
the district’s fund balance to bal-
ance the budget.

Voters will also be asked to
cast their ballots for a bus pur-
chase proposition and the elec-
tion of two BOE members this
year. The bus purchase proposi-
tion entails the purchase of four

35-passenger or larger school
buses (including cameras and
other necessary equipment) at
a maximum estimated cost of
$62,110 each for an aggregate
maximum estimated cost of
$248,440. Goldbeck pointed
out that using the year-end fund
balance in lieu of borrowing will
save the district approximately
$20,000 in avoided financing
costs and “eliminate the need to
budget debt service of $54,00 per
year for five years beginning with
the 2021-22 fiscal year.”

Incumbent candidates James
Griffin and Heidi Johnson are
running uncontested in this
year’s BOE election. For more,
read their profiles on this page.

Should anyone have questions
about the budget, Goldbeck ad-
vised they reach out to Superin-
tendent of Schools Martin Han-
dler at 518-398-718, ext. 1401 or
m.handler@ppcsd.org.

For questions related to this
year’s mail-in voting procedures
and absentee ballots, residents
should get in contact with the
district clerk at 518-398-7181, ext.
1408 or at j.tomaine@ppcsd.org.

Throughout the hearing, there
were no comments or questions
from the public.

Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct
errors in news stories when
they are called promptly to
our attention. We are also
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in
advertisements when such
errors affect meaning.

June Events at the Hotchkiss Library of Sharon

Something for Everyone

Weekdays at the Library - on Zoom

TUESDAY - 7 PM
June 2

WEDNESDAY + 10 AM
June 17

»

TUESDAY - 3PM  Crafternoon
June 2,9, Knitting together
16, 23, 30

HLS Book Group
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones

American History Book Club
A Clearing in the Distance by W. Rybczynski

Email programs@hotchkisslibrary.org for links

Special Events

FRIDAY - 7 PM
June 12

Virtual Book Signing 2.0

David Kamp
Sunny Days: The Children’s Television
Revolution That Changed America

Kids’ Programs with Mrs. Sam

TUESDAY - 330 PM
June 2 Facebook
\WEDNESDAY - 330 PM
June 3 Facebook

SATURDAY- 10:30 AM
June 6 Facebook

MONDAY - 5:30 PM
June 8 Zoom
TUESDAY - 3:30 PM
June 16 Zoom
SATURDAY - 10:30 AM
June 20 Zoom

TUESDAY - 3:30 PM
June 23

Let’s learn About Artists: Matisse

Story Craft! Hot Air Balloons!

Anansi Brunch Bunch!

Tween Choose Your Own Adventure

STEAM TEAM! Coding!

Cinderella Brunch Bunch!

“Imagine Your Story!”
Summer Reading Program Begins!

For landowners with woodlands,
the CT Forest and Parks Association
has partnered with UCONN,
CTDEEP and the Great Mountain
Forest to host a 3 day educational
seminar called the Covert Project
on how to manage a healthy forest.
Each September, 30 people go
through the intensive outdoor
classroom instruction on how

to make your woodlands both

profitable and more supportive JOHN HARNEY
of wildlife. The participants are Associate Broker with
also connected to the various CT William Pitt Sotheby’s

International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068

Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

organizations and professionals
who will support them as they
return to their own woodlands to
manage. For more information
on this excellent program, please
go to this link: www.ctwoodlands.
org/environmental-education/

connecticut-coverts-cooperators ADVERTISEMENT

Michael Isikoff’

Russian Roulette: The Inside Story
of Putin’s War On America

and the Election of Donald Trump

FRIDAY - 7 PM
June 26

Sneak Peek at More Events

=
FRIDAY - 7PM  Jerry Mitchell

July 10 Race Against Time
FRIDAY - 7PM ~ Amity Gaige

July 31 Sea Wife: A Novel
FRIDAY - 7PM  Elisa and Robert Bildner
August 14  The Berkshires Farm Table Cookbook

Tickets Available for Purchase at: http://hotchkisslibrary.eventbrite.com

Curbside pickup now available. Monday through Saturday, 2 to 4 PM

10 Upper Main Street on the Green in Sharon * www.hotchkisslibrary.org

Fairy Tale Mad Lib Event
Zoom

Register with Mrs. Sam at ssaliter@hotchkisslibrary.org

Don't Miss This
B

TUESDAY - 7PM  Together in a Sudden Strangeness:
June 16 America’s Poets Respond to the Pandemic
A Free Night of Poetry on Zoom

Join Alice Quinn and a star-studded
cast of great poets reading poems
inspired by our current crisis.

Free. Donations encouraged to
benefit Sharon Hospital’s fund
for healthcare workers and the Library.

Register at: http.//hotchkisslibrary.eventbrite.com
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MILLBROOK

One incumbent, one newcomer run for two open BOE seats

By JUDITH O'HARA BALFE
judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Voting on
the 2020-21 Millbrook Central
School District budget and on
the election of two candidates to
the Millbrook Board of Education
(BOE) will take place on Tuesday,
June 9.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, voting will be done re-
motely. Each qualified voter will
receive a mail-in ballot from the
district. No in-person voting will
be allowed. Voters who are not
registered can register with the
Dutchess County Board of Elec-
tions by mail or remotely through
the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles website at www.dmv.ny.gov/
more+info/electronic-voter-reg-
istration-application.

Howard Shapiro
Two seats are open on the

Millbrook BOE, and two candi-
dates have thrown their hats into
the ring. The incumbent, How-
ard Shapiro, is currently the vice
president of the board. He ran for
the first time in the 2017 election;
he won and proved to be a tire-
less worker for the board. Having
enjoyed success on the BOE has
whetted his appetite for another
term.

“I request your vote to return
me for another three-year term
on the Millbrook school board,”
said Shapiro. “During my first
term on the board I have saved
the district over $30,000. I was
able to locate these savings by
my in-depth review of district
contracts. These savings to our
taxpayers were able to be used
to further the education of our
students. In September, my fel-
low board members elected me
to the position of school board

vice president.”

Early in May, Shapiro was pre-
sented with the Board Mastery
Award by the New York State
School Boards Association. He
said he believes in thinking out-
side the box, approaching prob-
lems by being innovative and
squeezing every penny out of
tax dollars to provide an excel-
lent education for the children.

Shapiro has lived in the Mill-
brook district for close to 35 years
and has a son who is a student in
the district. He attended school
board meetings before running
for a seat in 2017 and decided
to run because he had a diverse
background that he believed
would allow him to work well
with BOE. He also believes that
creativity has a role in bureau-
cracy; he doesn't like to hear that
something can’t be done, and likes
to see creativity and innovation

Proposed 2020-21 BOE budget breakdown

School district budget vote June 9

By JUDITH O'HARA BALFE
judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The Mill-
brook Central School District
(MCSD) Board of Education
(BOE) met on Tuesday, May 19,
via Zoom due to the coronavirus
pandemic and social distancing
regulations. It also held a virtual
public hearing that night that
was live-streamed via YouTube
on the 2020-21 district budget;
questions about the fiscal docu-
ment from the community were
submitted to the district office
prior to the hearing.

BOE President Perry Harts-
wick swiftly opened the meeting
and approved the consent agen-
da. The minutes of the March 5
meeting were also accepted.

There were amendments
made to the BOE meeting sched-
ule and the BOE budget calendar
for 2020-21. These changes were
necessary due to COVID 19; the
meetings will continue to be held
on Tuesday evenings.

The total general fund bud-
get amount for 2020-21 is
$30,980,759 (compared to 2019-
20’s total of $29,999,745), with
the cost for total instruction
for the next academic year cal-
culated at $15,368,854 and total
pupil transportation calculated
at $2,396,085. Total debt ser-
vice for 2020-21 is calculated
at $1,873,150; the total salaries
line for regular school comes to
$6,951,333 while the total chief
school administration budget
line comes to $267,119.

Upon the recommendation of
Superintendent of Schools Laura
Mitchell, a motion to adopt the
budget was approved by the
BOE.

Details of the budget can be
found on the district website,
www.millbrookesd.org. Accord-
ing to the website, “New York
state mandates that schools re-
lease their proposed budget in a
three component format.”

The breakdown of those three
components is as follows:

Program Component

« $22,549,936, which accounts
for approximately 72.79% of the
district’s total budget.

“The Program Component
includes expenses associated
with: All salaries and benefits
of instructional staff [classroom
teaching personnel — teachers
and teacher aides]; instructional
supplies and materials and all in-
structional services [BOCES pro-
grams and programs for students
with disabilities]; interscholas-
tic sports and extracurricular
programs; transportation [First
Student contract]; curriculum
and instruction planning and de-
velopment, and student-testing
services; library-media services,
computer assisted instruction,
guidance services, health ser-
vices, psychological services,
academic intervention services
and summer school”

Administrative Component

« $3,932,439, which accounts
for approximately 12.69% of the
district’s total budget.

“The Administrative Compo-

nent includes expenses associat-
ed with: All salaries and benefits
of school and Central/District
Office administration and staff;
supplies and materials for school
administrators, Central/District
Office staff and Board of Educa-
tion; payroll, human resources,
benefits and central data process-
ing; auditing, legal services, tax
collection, purchasing and public
information services.”
Capital Component

- $4,498,384, which accounts
for approximately 14.52% of the
district’s total budget.

“The Capital Component
includes expenses associated
with: All salaries and benefits
of custodial, maintenance and
Buildings and Grounds staff;
Supplies and materials for cus-
todial, maintenance, and Build-
ings and Grounds staff; bonds,
capital and lease expenses as-
sociated with district facilities;
court judgments, tax certiorari
proceedings and court orders/
claims; utilities and rental costs;
maintenance and improvements
costs for all district facilities.”

The board also approved the
2020-21 Property Tax Report
Card at its virtual meeting.

Voting on the 2020-21 budget
and for the two open positions
on the BOE will take place on
Tuesday, June 9; ballots were sent
out by mail to eligible voters al-
ready; no in-person voting will
take place due to the pandemic;
qualified voters should check
with the district clerk if they have
not received a ballot yet.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF AMENIA
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
AREA VARIANCE
RELATED TO PROPERTY
LOCATED AT
4754 ROUTE 44

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that, pursuant to
Section 121-59(G) of the Town
of Amenia Zoning Code, a
publichearingwillbeheld by the
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)
of the Town of Amenia, New
York, on June 15, 2020 at 7:00
PM. The public hearing will be
conducted remotely via Zoom
in accordance with Executive
Order 202.1 and subsequent
Executive Orders of Governor
Andrew Cuomo. To participate
in this public hearing, please
send an email to smetcalfe@
ameniany.gov and instructions
will be provided. The following
matter is scheduled for a public
hearing:

Applicant, Tamarack
Preserve Ltd., seeks an area
variance to allow an addition
to an existing structure that will
resultinatotalbuildingfootprint
0f 6,533 SF on property owned
by Turkey Hollow Inc, located
on Tax Parcel # 132000-7066-
00-345640 at 4754 Route 44,
Millbrook, NY 12545. Within
the Rural Agricultural “RA”
zoning district that the parcel is
apartof, the maximumbuilding
footprint is 6,000 SE. Applicant

is proposing to expand its
existing Clubhouse Building in
order to provide a new larger
more modern kitchen and an
additional dining room for its
members.

The proposed addition will
provide an additional 1,541
SF of enclosed dining/kitchen
space, while the proposed
outdoor porch will create 265
SF of space, generating a total of
1,806 SF of additional building
footprint. The existing building
currentlyhasafootprintof4,727
SE, which combined, brings
the total building footprint to
6,533 SE.

A copy of the application
is on file in the Amenia Town
Clerk’s Office for public
viewing and inspection during
normal business hours. The
Application can also be viewed
and downloaded from the
Town’s official website at www.
ameniany.gov.

Atthe publichearing noticed
herein, the ZBA will hear
all persons interested in the
application. Persons may appear
at the hearing remotely via
Zoom on their own behalf or
by agent and may also submit
written comments to the ZBA
prior to or at such hearing.
Dated: June 4, 2020.

John T. Metcalfe, Chairman

Town of Amenia Zoning
Board Appeals
06-04-20

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that a public hearing
willbe held before the Planning
Board of the Town of North
East on Wednesday, June 10,
2020 via Zoom at 5:40 PM or
assoon thereafteras possible on
the application of Larry Wente
for a Minor Subdivision on Tax
Parcel #: 7269-00-642703. The
parcel is located at 95 Taylor
Road, Millerton, NY 12546.

Theaboveapplicationisopen
for inspection via email. Please
request a copy by emailing
the Planning Board office at
ne.pb@townofnortheastny.gov
or calling 518-789-3300, Ext.
608. The application is also
available on the town website
for inspection.

Persons wishing to view
and/or appear at such hearing
should contact the Planning
Board Secretary via email at
ne.pb@townofnortheastny.gov
to request a link to access the
meeting. Communications in
writing relating thereto may
be filed with the Board prior to
such hearing by email.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE that the above notice
is subject to current and
new Executive Orders by the
Governor of the State of New
York relating to open meetings.
Dated: May 27, 2020.

Dale Culver
Planning Board
06-04-20

in action.
Chris Rosenbergen

The other candidate, Chris
Rosenbergen, a newcomer to
the board may still be known to
many in the district because of his
work on the Millbrook Educa-
tional Foundation (MEF), where
he served as chairman for the past
few years.

“This has been such a reward-
ing experience being able to give
back to a district that has given
my two beautiful daughters so
much,” he said. “As I've built rela-
tionships throughout the district
and learned more about what’s
needed, I've decided to run for

the BOE”

Rosenbergen believes that ed-
ucation should be “not only for
the mind but also for the hands
and heart. The students of Mill-
brook are amazing and deserve
the best learning options, best
safety available, a great support
system and top-notch educators.”

Rosenbergen has worked in
the financial field for the past 25
years and is currently the first vice
president of retail lending and fi-
nancial services at Ulster Savings
Bank. Aside from the MEF, he has
served on the boards of United
Way and the American Bankers
Association. He said he feels that

his past experiences have taught
him how to work well with others
to get things done, and his past
successes have been due to hav-
ing an open mind and to being a
good listener.

“Tenjoy being a father,” he said.
“I'made a commitment early in my
children’s lives to be as involved as
[ could get so that they would have
the best education they could pos-
sibly have. I believe I could bring
great value to the BOE or  would
not be running. I hope you will
grant me this wonderful oppor-
tunity to join the board so I can
use my background to fix what’s
broken and enhance what is not.”

Fire destroys local family’s home

By JUDITH O'HARA BALFE
judithb@millertonnews.com

SALT POINT — A fire tore
through a home on Route 82 in
Salt Point on Thursday night,
May 28. The Millbrook fire de-
partment responded at 8:43 p.m.
after a call was received stating
that the rear of the structure was
ablaze. It was initially reported
that all occupants were out of the
building, but resident Lisa Con-
ger reportedly went back into the
house several times attempting to
rescue the family’s dogs, two of
which perished in the fire. She
was hospitalized with smoke in-
halation and burns to her face.

Fire Chief Ted Bownas report-
ed that the fire was well advanced
upon his crew’s arrival and fire-
fighters were hampered in their
attempts to extinguish the flames
due to a lack of water supply in
the immediate area.

A second call went out and

other area fire departments re-
sponded, with an engine from
Union Vale covering the Mill-
brook station. Two tankers po-
sitioned on Hibernia Road and
Jameson Hill Road aided with
supplying more water.

The fire was under control by
11 p.m. and emergency person-
nel and firefighting equipment
were out of the area by 1:30 a.m.,,
according to Chief Bownas. Sup-
port came from Amenia, East
Clinton, Dover, Pleasant Valley,
Stanfordville and LaGrange; also
assisting at the fire were Northern
Dutchess Paramedics (NDP) and
the Dutchess County Fire Inves-
tigation Division.

The Conger family, includ-
ing Charlie, his wife, Lisa, and
their daughter, Hailey, had lived
in their home since it was built,
moving in on Feb. 14, 2004. Aside
from losing two of their beloved
dogs, Haddie and Mac, they also
lost all of their worldly posses-
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sions, escaping with only the
clothes they wore on their backs.

Neighbors and friends, in fact
the entire community, have re-
sponded quickly to help this fam-
ily in need. People have been do-
nating clothes for them to wear,
offering to help take care of their
remaining dogs, and friends are
providing them a place to stay. A
gofundme page, managed by Al-
lison Ret, has been set up; as of 9
p-m. on Sunday, May 31, $42,275
had been raised, far exceeding
the initial goal of $25,000. The
fundraising page can be found on
mostlymillbrook/facebook. Do-
nations have ranged in amounts
from anywhere between $25 to
several hundred dollars.

The cause of the fire has not
yet been determined. The Con-
gers clearly face a long period of
sorrow and adjustment, but also
of hope in knowing the Millbrook
community will be behind them
100% on their road to recovery.
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EDITORIAL

Vote by mail, or don't
vote at all in this year’s
school district vote

etting out the vote is not always the easiest task for
Gpeople. It seems that some voters need a little nudge, a

little push, to head to the polls. We get that, even if we
don’t understand why, exactly. Let’s just put it down to human
nature. Procrastination, possibly.

For the 2020 election cycle, we find ourselves in the middle
of a global health pandemic. The coronavirus has understand-
ably changed voting protocols in many locales around the
world, including right here in New York state. Officials have
been trying to figure out how to keep voters from spreading
and/or contracting the deadly respiratory disease while at
polling places, where social distancing would understandably be
difficult, while still protecting our constitutional right to vote.

Governor Andrew Cuomo previously issued an Executive
Order that rescheduled school board elections and budget votes
in New York for Tuesday, June 9, instead of the original date of
Tuesday, May 19 — allowing him more time to figure out the
best approach while hoping to flatten the curve. He decided that,
for the first time, New York would conduct all school board
elections and budget votes via mail and all qualified voters
would be sent an absentee ballot with return postage paid.

We think that, considering the grave risks associated with
going out in public right now, the governor made a very wise
decision. It should not be a life or death decision to cast one’s
vote in a Board of Education (BOE) election or for their school
district’s budget. And mingling in a school building with other
district voters, gathering around voting machines and chatting
with election inspectors, is certainly not the proper way to
maintain safe social distancing during a pandemic.

Yes, these are very important decisions that affect our
everyday lives and those of our children, our families and our
neighbors that we are talking about. We should absolutely
participate in the process — do our research, ask the right
questions, look at the numbers, weigh the pros and cons and
consider the tax implications — after all, those of us who own
property pay school taxes. And if you want a say in how your
school district makes the decisions that affects how it budgets,
which affects how it taxes, this is the time to weigh in. (As is
your BOE’s budget process, which includes a public hearing, all
of which is open to the public. This year, much of the process
was done virtually, mostly via Zoom, due to the health crisis.)

Understand, if a school district’s budget doesn’t get passed in
the first go-around with a 50% plus-1 simple majority vote, the
school board has the option of putting out a fiscal plan that
could be the same, less or more than what was presented in the
first budget for a second vote. The BOE could also decide to go
to a contingency budget. If the second budget doesn’t pass, the
Board of Ed would automatically adopt a contingency budget,
which means there would be a further reduction, to meet a 0%
tax levy increase.

And that contingency budget could be pretty meager.
Extremely meager. It has the potential to be much less appealing
than the original budget that voters rejected the first time. Just
keep that in mind.

The point is that the responsibility is on the voting public to
ensure the budget passes — if it’s acceptable — or doesn’t, and to
see that the best BOE candidates are elected on Election Day —
even if it’s a different kind of Election Day than we're used to.

That means, this year, despite the coronavirus (or maybe
because of it), the onus is upon each and every qualified voter to
take the initiative to mail in his or her ballot to his or her school
district office by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, Election Day.

If, for some reason, you have not yet received your ballot in
the mail, check with your school district clerk immediately. For
details, read this week’s front page or go to your school district’s
website.

And look for profiles on the many Harlem Valley candidates
running in this year’s BOE elections throughout this week’s
Millerton News. Do your part to be an informed voter.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Rail Trail user’s car towed,
now wants to warn others

I am a 64 year old woman
and have had a very unpleasant
encounter while visiting the Rail
Trail in the Hillsdale/Copake area.
I parked alongside some woods
on Underhill Road about 5 yards
from where the Rail Trial crosses.
I figured it was a safe place to park,
very little traffic and safely 12 feet
from a sign that marked an up-
coming curve.

To my shock, I came back tired
and thirsty from my walk to find
my car gone. I first thought in my
panic that I forgot where I parked
my car, then I saw the drag marks
from the tires in the dirt at the side
of the road. That's when my heart
sunk and I thought my car was sto-
len. Who would steal a Hyundai,
I thought, but I was so tired and
confused I couldn’t think straight.

No one [ called to help me was
home, so I had to walk another
mile to the police/sheriff station
and wait for them to arrive. The
officer (Leonard) found out that a
homeowner near where I parked
had it towed. I then had to walk
another 1/4 mile to the garage

where it was towed since the of-
ficer would not drive me.

He was kind enough to es-
cort me back to the scene near
50 Underhill Road and told me
he wasn’t sure it was town prop-
erty where I parked and that it
was a civil matter. Since then I
have found no agency that could
tell me if the car was parked on
private or public land except one
kind deputy clerk who thought it
might be 25 feet from the center
of the road.

I'm still feeling assaulted and
confused by this experience and
am hoping you will print part or all
of this letter to keep other people
from having this experience and
facilitating proper signage so the
public will know where not to
park.

I was parked 17 feet 8 inches
from the center of the road. If any-
one has any knowledge of the dis-
tance from the center of the road
onto the berm that is town prop-
erty, | would greatly appreciate it.

Barbara Ray
Copake

Send letters to the editor to editor@millertonnews.com

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A thank you from Ancram
Fire Chief David Boice

I would like to thank every-
one who came out to watch the
Memorial Day Morale Drive, as
well as all the people who were
involved in organizing and par-
ticipating in the Morale Drive.

The organizers and partici-
pants of the Morale Drive believed
our communities needed this cel-
ebration to hopefully bring back
some semblance of normalcy.

We did not realize how much
it would mean to all of the people
involved as well as to our veter-
ans — and we all wanted to say a
great thank you to everyone who
watched.

Best wishes to all for a safe
summer.

David Boice
Ancram Fire Chief
Ancram

If pandemic weren't enough:
USA sliding to a war footing

e very backbone of any
global possibility of peace
is arms’ control. In the

past 100 years, every world war
has started with adversaries (not
enemies yet) secretly building up
arms and weapon development.
Flying machines in WWI and then
German battleships and bombers
in WWIL We came close with the
Cuban Missile Crisis and outer
space weaponization and, yes, the
collapse of the USSR could have
gone either way, especially with
President Reagan threatening a
“Star Wars” program (that thank-
fully never left the drawing board).

Here’s a simple fact: If we had
the U2 Spy Plane in 1938, Germany
could never have built the Tirpitz
or Bismarck battleships, never
could have built factories to make
thousands of bombers. They would
have been “seen” and stopped, early,
before they could become a force
diplomatic words alone (let alone
worthless paper treaties) could not
thwart.

The Cuban Missile Crisis was
averted by a series of U2 black and
white photographs. It was that
simple. The White House deci-
sions taken were not simple, but
the proof, evidence, was basically a
Kodak under a spy plane. Before the
USA and USSR and 34 countries
decided to de-escalate tensions by
agreeing to an Open Skies policy in
1992 — meaning we can overfly you
and you can overfly us to see and
check what's going on — only spies
and spying would provide critical
adversary intel.

Aircraft with four types of

S. David Freeman: Seven decades of
participating in power for all of us

it would have shuddered at the

news that S. David Freeman
passed away May 12. Freeman was
that important to Earth'’s future. In
his 94th year, he inspired all he met
with his burning passion, relentless
energy and keen intellect.

Freeman, an engineer and a law-
yer, knew where decisions were be-
ing made or ignored regarding our
energy future. He mocked the foolish
embrace of fossil fuels and warned
allwho would listen about the deadly
impact of coal, oil and natural gas
consumption on our environment.
This humble son of an immigrant
umbrella repair man made the most
of his formidable talents over seven
decades and helped steer mankind
toward renewables and energy ef-
ficiency. Freeman worked to prevent
the perilous use of fossil and nuclear
fuels.

Freeman was one of the first
environmentalists to warn us of
the dangers posed by fossil fuels
and he was one of the first to offer
practical remedies. He started his
career in the 1950s as an engineer
with the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity (TVA) before holding a series of
positions with the Federal Power
Commission (FPC) and the John-
son White House. In 1974 Freeman
authored the Ford Foundation’s
groundbreaking report, “A Time
to Choose: America’s Energy Fu-
ture” He was an adviser to Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, who appointed
him chairman of the giant TVA in
1978.

At the TVA, Freeman managed
with a no-nonsense, down-to-
earth, results-focused approach
to reform. Using what he learned
at TVA, Freeman became known
for turning around hidebound
giant utilities that were unable to
process evidence contrary to their
wasteful ways and environmental
destructiveness. The tenacious Ten-
nessean had no patience for self-
serving talk that avoided obvious
solutions. Freeman was a serious
advocate who used humor, wit and
charm to make his case in the court
of public opinion and the corridors
of power. “Mother Nature doesn’t
care what we say, Mother Nature
only cares about what we do,” he
would remind bloviators.

Freeman shut down or sus-
pended construction of half a dozen
nuclear reactors at the TVA, scoring
them as dangerous, uneconomical
and unnecessary. He liked “free”
sources of energy, such as solar and
wind, instead of lethal coal, gas, oil
and uranium that had to be ripped
perilously from the bowels of the
Earth. As for vast opportunities af-
forded by energy efficient sources,
he paraphrased Benjamin Franklin,

If the planet Earth were animate,

IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST
Ralph Nader

saying a megawatt of energy that
isn’t wasted is a megawatt you don’t
have to produce.

In between his clearheaded
impact on conferences around
the world, advising presidents,
governors, members of Congress
and parliaments, and many cogent
writings, Freeman ran three other
giant utilities (other than TVA,
Freeman ran utilities in Califor-
nia, Texas and New York). At Sac-
ramento Municipal Utility District
(SMUD), he implemented a public
vote against the troubled Rancho
Seco Nuclear Generating Station,
replacing its energy with conserva-
tion and renewables.

In the decades I knew David, he
always made the changes he imple-
mented look easy because he so
deftly and honestly used evidence,
facts and economics — sometimes
to rectify his previous positions.
He used his knowledge to serve the
public that was too often shoved
aside by bureaucratic and corporate
vested interests.

Freeman had that unparalleled
combination of managerial experi-
ence, scholarly knowledge and pro-
grammatic urgency in confronting
the climate crisis. We would invite
him for brown-bag lunches with
younger leaders working on en-
ergy transition. He would “out ur-
gent” them, mocking dilatory cap-
and-trade ideas while demanding
mandatory reduction in fossil fuels
and ending nuclear power, and re-
placing them with job-producing
energy conservation, retrofitting
homes and buildings as solar and
wind ramp up. Freeman said, “We
need to pass a law that says that
every utility in this country must
reduce their greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 5% of 2020 emissions ev-
ery year, starting now, and until we
get down to zero.

You may be wondering why
you haven't seen Freeman on TV
or read about his urgent propos-
als, as a doer, covering the crisis of
climate and regular air water soil
safeguards from ruinous extrac-
tive fuels.

Certainly, the mass media devot-
ed many hours and pages to these
subjects, interviewing far lesser and
often conflicted people on NPR,
PBS, commercial networks and
major newspapers. I made many
calls to energy and environmental
reporters about David’s availability,
but to no avail.

Was it ageism? Which is ram-

pant. Was it his free-thinking chal-
lenges to named influential corpo-
rations? Was it that he was seen as
no longer an adviser to powerful
officials? At age 93 he was flying to
California negotiating the closure
of the last nuke plant there with Pa-
cific Gas Electric. He co-authored
a book, “All-Electric America: A
Climate Solution and the Hopeful
Future,” with Leah Y. Parks in 2018
and his human interest memoir,
“The Green Cowboy: An Energet-
ic Life,” in 2016. Recently he was
meeting with the pro-“Green New
Deal” members of Congress.

But the media wasn't calling,
Until, that is, David’s “energetic”
life came to an end and the obitu-
ary pages gave him his due in The
Washington Post, The New York
Times and other outlets. Unlike like
celebrity entertainers and athletes,
however, he didn’t make page one.
But his prescient legacy is an endur-
ing example of how we can save our
green planet and brighten our fu-
ture. Biographers may wish to wrap
their minds around this functional,
enlightened life of such immense
productivity.

Consumer advocate and former
presidential candidate Ralph Nader
grew up in Winsted, Conn., and is a
graduate of The Gilbert School. He is
the founder of the American Museum
of Tort Law in Winsted.

A VIEW FROM
THE EDGE

Peter Riva

sensors — optical panoramic and
framing cameras, real-time video
cameras, infrared line-scanners and
sideways-looking synthetic aper-
ture radar — may make observa-
tions anywhere over a country’s
national territory. Treaty rules say
that the flight may only be restricted
for reasons of flight safety, not for
reasons of national security.

So, what's happened now that
has me worried? The United
States, at the executive order from
the White House, has decided to
abandon the Open Skies Treaty.
In a statement put out by the ad-
ministration, they claim that it was
“nolonger in the United States’ best
interest to remain a party to this
Treaty when Russia does not up-
hold its commitments.” Meaning?
Russia may be cheating near St.
Petersburg and, if they cheat, we'll
simply stop acting under the treaty
and withdraw their right to observe
us and, by return, we lose the right
to observe them. In short, the
closed society of Russia and now
China will become a dangerous,
unknown, weapons’ builder as it
was during the time of Gary Powers
and the U2 shoot down.

Interestingly, 33 countries have
said they think this is a dangerous
escalation of the risk of war — in-
cluding Russia — all of whom plan
to keep the Open Skies treaty. All
the European, NATO, allies overfly
most of Russia regularly and share
intel with the Pentagon. So, what
was the real reason for the U.S.
to drop out? The administration
wants to stop them overflying us.
We may be weaponizing without
public awareness. And, indeed,
with the new Space Force, which
is a military endeavor, weapons
systems and capabilities are under
development.

On March 13, the Space Force
received its first “counterforce”
weapon: The Counter Communi-
cations System Block 10.2, which
jams selected satellite communi-
cations. “CCS is the only offensive
system in the United States Space
Force arsenal,” said Lt. Col. Steve
Brogan, in the Space Force’s Space
and Missile Systems Center Spe-
cial Programs Directorate. “This
upgrade puts the force’ in Space
Force and is critical for space as a
warfighting domain”

In development since 2014, you
just know they have dozens more
closed skies’ weapons in line for
deployment.

Peter Riva, a former resident of
Amenia Union, now lives in New
Mexico.

“You have the right to
be involved. You have
something important
to contribute, and you
have to take the risk to
contribute it.”

Mae Jemison
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BUSINESSES REOPEN Continued from Page Al

8 feet markers have been placed
on the floor to keep people from
mingling, and customers have
been asked to proceed in a clock-
wise fashion throughout the store
to avoid passing each other; signs
have also been installed to have
customers move in a single direc-
tion. A plexiglass shield has been
installed at the front counter and
hand sanitizer is available at the
front of the store. Millbrook An-
tiques Center owner Tom Mc-
Geady said the door and hand
rails out front will be cleaned
with a sanitizing wipe each time
someone comes out of the store,
and the store itself will be cleaned
top to bottom each day.

As far as masks are concerned,
McGeady said every customer is
required to wear one. If patrons
don’t have a mask, the store will
supply one; if they won't wear
one, they will be refused entry.
In terms of the number of em-
ployees working at the store, Mc-
Geady said he'll be the only one
operating the store until the state
reaches Phase Two of reopening
the economy.

When asked if he had any con-
cerns about reopening, McGeady
said, “I think we put everything
in place that we could. I sup-
pose there’s always that element
of concern, but we have to open
or close for good — that’s what
we're coming down to.”

In the village of Millerton,
Elizabeth’s Jewelry and Fine Gifts
reopened on Wednesday, May 29,
for curbside pickup and drop off
services. In addition to install-
ing Plexiglas shields to create a
barrier between the employee
and customer at the register, a
hand sanitizing station has been
installed in the store and seating

areas have been set up outside the
business and on opposite ends of
the store. Customers looking to
drop off and pick up their jew-
elry for repairs have been asked
to bring in their items in plastic
bags.

When asked how business has
been going so far, owner Eliza-
beth Trotta said the store’s re-
ceived mostly drop offs for watch
batteries and repairs. Seeing as
the store’s received about four or
five customers a day, business has
been very slow to start. Though
the store’s hours of operation
have been reduced for its open-
ing week, Trotta said she expects
to expand the hours weekly. She
has also reduced the workforce
for the time being.

Her other business in Miller-
ton, Trotta’s Fine Wine & Spirits,
also reopened on Thursday, May
29, with safety procedures simi-
lar to those implemented at Eliz-
abeth’s Jewelry and Fine Gifts.
To minimize contact among
patrons, the store now has a
self-serve station for people to
pack their liquor, though Trotta
said they can also use the store’s
monitor to tell employees what
they want to purchase.

“Of course, we have con-
cerns, Trotta said, “and that’s
why we're being so vigilant to
protect ourselves and protect
customers. Everyone’s health is
our number one priority and we
find that our customers have dif-
ferent levels of comfort coming
into the store, so we're trying to
offer zero contact and minimum
contact opportunities, but I feel
with the decline of COVID-19
cases in our area that if we move
slowly, we can monitor and make
changes as necessary.”

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY Continued from Page Al

New York State Board of Elec-
tions and its officials on Tues-
day, May 5, Andrew Yang, a
Democratic Party presidential
candidate who also suspended
his campaign, and seven of his
pledged delegates, alleged that
their constitutional rights under
the First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments were violated when “their
names were removed from the
New York Democratic presiden-
tial primary ballot and the pri-
mary was canceled.”

According to the order, the
plaintiffs moved for a tem-
porary restraining order and
preliminary injunction from
canceling the 2020 Democrat-

ic primary and directing the
“reinstate[ment]” of “all duly
qualified candidates.”

The court order stated that
“there’s a strong public interest
in permitting the presidential
primary to proceed with the full
roster of candidates.”

A preliminary injunction was
granted and the state Board of
Elections was ordered to rein-
state the Democratic presiden-
tial primary for Tuesday, June 23.

The US. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit officially
ruled on the matter on Tuesday,
May 19, ruling that the presiden-
tial primary may proceed with
its June 23 date.

BOE ELECTIONS cContinued from Page Al

limit any unnecessary exposure to
this virus among both voters and
poll workers”

Election Day is just around
the corner, which means quali-
fied voters should check with
their school district clerks if they
have not yet received their ballots
in the mail. According to school
districts in the region, including
the North East (Webutuck), Pine
Plains and Millbrook Central
School Districts, which posted de-
tails of their 2020-21 school bud-
gets, the upcoming vote and the
BOE elections on their respective
websites, ballots were mailed out
by the last week in May, and must
be completed and returned to dis-
trict clerks no later than 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 9. The Webutuck
district will provide a ballot drop
off box outside its district office at
Webutuck High School on Mon-
day, June 8, from noon to 7 p.m.
and on Tuesday, June 9, from 9
am. to5p.m.

A qualified voter is defined by
the Board of Elections as one who
is:

« A citizen of the United States
of America;

« Eighteen years of age or older;

« A resident within the school

district for a period of 30 days pre-
ceding the annual vote and elec-
tion; and

+ Not otherwise disqualified
under the Election Law.

The Pine Plains district stressed
online that “there will be no in-
person voting permitted,” adding,
“no absentee ballot application is
required.

To confirm that one’s name is
on the school district’s roll, con-
tact the district clerk as soon as
possible.

In the Webutuck district, con-
tact District Clerk Tracy Trotter at
tracy.trotter@webutuck.org or by
phone at 845-373-4100, ext. 5506.

In the Pine Plains district, con-
tact District Clerk Julia Tomaine at
j.tomaine@ppcsd.org or by phone
at 518-398-718], ext. 1408.

In the Millbrook district, con-
tact District Clerk Cheryl Sprague
at cheryl.sprague@millbrookesd.
org or by phone at 845-677-4200,
ext. 1100.

For additional information
voters can also go online; the We-
butuck website is at www.webu-
tuckschools.org; the Pine Plains
website is at www.ppcsd.org; and
the Millbrook website is at www.
millbrookesd.org.

Operating as an essential busi-
ness in the hamlet of Wassaic,
Jack’s Auto Service was fortunate
to keep its doors open during the
height of the coronavirus pan-
demic. With regard to keeping
their employees and customers
safe during the outbreak, Jack’s
co-owner Linda Gregory said
that the shop has been follow-
ing the guidelines issued by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) “along with a
few extras” Each car that comes
into the shop is wiped down and
sprayed with Lysol, and employ-
ees make sure to wear gloves on
the job. Gregory has observed
more people dropping off their
vehicles, paying over the phone
and wearing personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) when they
drop off their vehicle at the shop.

“We're living in such a tu-
multuous time,” Gregory said.
“There’s no way to predict what’s
going to happen for the end of
2020. All we can do is pivot and
do what we need to do to make
sure the customer is taken care
of”

After closing its doors around
the end of March in response to
COVID-19, Pine Plains Eques-

trian recently started allowing
clients back onto the premises
on Sunday, May 24. Keeping its
hours of operation and number
of employees intact, the eques-
trian facility has since been able
to offer some outside lessons,
though those lessons have been
predominantly limited to the
facility’s boarders due to restric-
tions on the number of people
allowed at the facility. Right now,
only two riders are allowed on
site per hour and they are re-
quired to ride separately during
lessons. Bathrooms have been
labeled as hygiene stations where
visitors can wash their hands
when they enter and before
they leave the facility. Protect-
ing themselves and their clients
by wearing face masks, employ-
ees make sure to keep a distance
from one anther.

Regarding the pandemic’s im-
pact on business, Pamela Lyons,
the farm manager and trainer
at Pine Plains Equestrian, said
it changed slightly “in the sense
that we weren’t able to let any-
one in for so long, but it’s been
a nice opportunity to make im-
provements to our facility and
now we're back to where we

were except we need to keep it
quieter.” If anything, she said it’s
been a struggle to get the horses
prepared for sales since the facil-
ity’s horse show season has been
pushed back significantly.

“I think everything will be
able to return to normal in a
slightly more cautious way,” Ly-
ons said.

Yet even with all of the busi-
nesses that are slowly finding
their way through this new nor-
mal, there are still many work-
ing to acclimate to the current
climate before they officially
reopen. Though she initially in-
tended to reopen her store on
Friday, May 15, Charlotte Mer-
win of Merwin Farm & Home
in Millerton said she decided
to delay her reopening, until
Thursday, June 4, though she’s
very much looking forward to
that day.

“It’s time to let life start again,”
Merwin said. “T just hope the best
for everyone in our village and
that everyone comes out to sup-
port us and make an effort for
those who are struggling”

Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro also stressed
the importance of supporting

“our neighborhood businesses”
in the reopening process during
his Facebook Live Town Hall on
Thursday, May 29.

“They need our help more
than ever and we need to be a
hero to them,” Molinaro said.

After reviewing the latest CO-
VID-19 data, Cuomo announced
on Friday, May 29, that five re-
gions in New York — including
Central New York, the Finger
Lakes, Mohawk Valley, North
Country and Southern Tier —
were allowed to enter Phase Two
of reopening that day. According
to his website at www.governor.
ny.gov, Phase Two industries in-
clude “office-based workers, real
estate services, in-store retail
shopping and some barbershop
services.”

Assuming they keep the num-
ber of COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions and new admissions down
and don’t see an increase in the
severity of coronavirus cases,
Molinaro reported during his
recent Town Hall that Dutchess
County and the Mid-Hudson
Region will be transitioning to
the next incremental step —
Phase Two — which is expected
to begin on Tuesday, June 9.

12 NORTH MAIN ST. Continued from Page Al

Court of the State of New York
County of Dutchess, Pine Plains
town Supervisor Darrah Cloud
explained that since the 12 North
Main St. property is adjacent to 8
North Main St., both properties
are located next to the municipal
parking lot and the town’s histor-
ic Graham-Brush House and is “a
mere 50 feet from the hamlet’s
main intersection.”

Envisioning the property’s
purchase as a multi-purpose op-
portunity to improve the town’s
infrastructure and facilities,
Cloud elaborated via the applica-
tion that, after being purchased
and cleaned up, the site could
be used to expand public park-
ing to support the hamlet. In an
interview with The Millerton
News, she said that owning the
two pieces of real estate next to
the municipal parking lot is key
to its revitalization. Looking at
the future, she said the land could
be used to construct “a Town Hall
large enough to accommodate
town offices and meeting rooms,
as well as Town Court and State
Police functions.”

“I think that it will put a beau-
tiful Town Hall in the middle of
town where people will be able
to see and use it more,” agreed
Councilman Matthew Zick. “I
just think it’s a good idea.”

Owned by Andrea Replansky,
the wife of Attorney to the Town
Warren Replansky, the property
at 12 North Main St. had been ap-
praised at $232,600 by its seller,
Pine Ridge Properties LLC. Over
the course of various sessions,
the board was able to get the
price down to $100,000. After
negotiating the price, the town
hired Gary Murphy as its lawyer
for handling the contact.

The board unanimously
agreed to make an offer of
$100,000 for the property at
its Feb. 20 meeting. Pine Ridge
Properties LLC accepted the of-
fer and sent the contract for the
board to review at its April 13
workshop meeting. Immediately
recognizing the rare opportunity
to purchase key real estate at a
reasonable price, the board voted
to go forward with the contract

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

Identified as key real estate for the town’s revitalization plans, the
Pine Plains Town Board unanimously agreed to make an offer of
$100,000 for the property at 12 North Main St. this past February.

at its April 16 meeting. Cloud was
also pleased to report the town’s
negotiation for a 2% interest rate
through a Bond Anticipation
Note (BAN).

“When 12 North Main St.
quickly became available to us,
we thought it was an opportu-
nity because we’d be able to build
Town Hall and enhance town
parking,” said Deputy Supervisor
Don Bartles. “I've been in favor of
it, especially when the opportu-
nity to purchase 12 North Main
became available at a reasonable
price”

“Once again, we will never
be in a place historically to buy
something like this at a price
with that interest rate again in
our lifetimes,” Cloud said.

Yet the board’s excitement to
move forward was soon dimin-
ished by the arrival of an email
in late April that claimed to be
a “petition” to call for a referen-
dum on the purchase of 12 Main
St. At that time, the board was in
a permissive referendum period,
which is required on a Town
Board motion when bonding a
purchase of property. During a
permissive referendum period,
the public has 30 days to ask
for a referendum on an issue by
submitting a petition.

However, in lieu of a tradi-
tional hand-written petition, the
board instead received an online
document with 190 names typed
on it, of which on the face of it

were a number of names of peo-
ple who are not Pine Plains resi-
dents, names that were signed
with only first names or names
of known children, according
to comments from both Zick
and Cloud. Cloud added she has
now spoken with a few people
whose names are on the petition
despite saying that “they did not
sign it” Additionally, the docu-
ment did not contain any ad-
dresses or actual signatures, as
required by law.

Though she assured the com-
munity in one of her recent e-
newsletters that the Town Board
is sensitive to any concerns the
community may have, Cloud
said “it would have been whol-
ly irresponsible to accept this
document as a real legal petition
necessitating the instigation of
a referendum, which is a very
costly undertaking for a town.”

Nevertheless, she said on a
later date, “We wanted to take

it seriously because we wanted
to listen to the fact that people
wanted to talk about it.”

Hiring a lawyer to handle
its case, the board brought the
document to the attention of the
Supreme Court of the State of
New York County of Dutchess.
The document was ruled by the
court as invalid, given its lack of
actual signatures and authenti-
cation of signatures; its failure
to articulate a purpose for the
petition; and the respondent’s
“little effort to oppose this mo-
tion,” even during the pandemic.

“The respondent made very
little effort to conform with the
formalities of a petition, and
specifically failed to articulate
a purpose for the petition, so
that the town or anyone else
would know why a referendum
was wanted... ” stated Judge Hal
Greenwald.

Cloud shared plans to pur-
chase the property as soon as
the pandemic is over and the
property’s tenants have vacated.
In the meantime, residents have
been encouraged to attend vir-
tual Town Board meetings by
going onto the “Town of Pine
Plains” YouTube channel. Cloud
mentioned that the town is in
the process of creating a page
on its website to address current
projects; once that page is fin-
ished, residents can go to www.
pineplains-ny.gov for more in-
formation about the purchase.

“At this point, we're going to
make sure people understand
what’s going on, the history of
this decision and what is at stake
and that the town can handle it
financially,” Cloud said.

CLASSIC CARS, LLC

Classic American Muscle Cars
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Repair and Maintenance of Classic American Cars
We also service late model foreign and domestic

Opposite Lime Rock Park

438 Lime Rock Road, Lime Rock, CT 06039

860-596-4272
www.NorthwestCornerClassicCars.com
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POETRY: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Poets Find Words for
What We Are Feeling Now

ometimes you ask a
S question that seems

simple enough and
you are surprised by a
response that comes at
you big and powerful like a
tsunami wave.

That’s more or less what
happened when Millerton,
N.Y., resident Alice Quinn
checked in with the many
poets in her contacts list
and asked them what
theyre doing during the
pandemic. The response
was, Quinn said, over-
whelming,

She quickly realized that
America’s poets had some-
thing to say that American
poetry fans would like to
hear. She reached out to her
contacts at the prestigious
Knopf publishing house
(where she was an editor
for a decade, before going
to The New Yorker and then
the Poetry Society of Amer-
ica) and they immediately
said yes.

In what must be one of
the fastest turnarounds in
publishing history, “Togeth-
er in a Sudden Strangeness:
America’s Poets Respond
to the Pandemic” was put
together in 40 days, like the
Biblical flood, beginning
March 27. An electronic
version will be available on
June 9, a hardcover print

edition will be released in
November.

The poems are collected
from all over the United
States, with work from po-
ets that even prose fans will
recognize, including Susan
Minot and former U.S. Poet
Laureate Billy Collins.

Susan Kinsolving, who
is poet in residence at The
Hotchkiss School in Lake-
ville, Conn., is featured in
the book . She will be one
of five poets to take part
in a special Zoom reading,
sponsored by the Hotchkiss
Library of Sharon, Conn.

The reading will be held
on Tuesday, June 16, from
7 to 8 p.m. Quinn will host
Kinsolving, Collins (who was
poet laureate from 2001-03),
Major Jackson, Didi Jackson
and Fanny Howe.

Hotchkiss Library Ex-
ecutive Director Gretchen
Hachmeister said this one-
time-only event is free, but
donations are encouraged
to benefit both Sharon Hos-
pital’s fund for healthcare
workers and the Hotchkiss
Library of Sharon, which
is the town’s own public
library.

Online attendance space
is limited to 100; for more
information, go to the library
website at www.hotchkissli-
brary.org.

OMPASS

Your Guide to Tri-State Events

June 4-10, 2020

My Heart Cannot Accept It All
By Susan Kinsolving

Forgive yourself for thinking small
for cooking soups, ignoring blight.
The mind cannot contain it all

despite intent and wherewithal;
it’s little stuff that brings delight:
abook, a drink. Keep thinking small.

A bubble bath? An odd phone call?
(Resisting all those gigabytes!)
Your mind will not embrace it all.

Quarantine is one long haul
as days grow long, so do the nights.
Forgive yourself for thinking small:

popcorn, TV, more alcohol?
There’s no need to be contrite.
My mind cannot believe it all,

The Lakeville Journal Company
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Checks may be made out to The Lakeville Journal Co. LLC,
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Call or email us with questions at 860-435-9873
and by email at publisher@lakevillejournal.com
and cynthiah@Ilakevillejournal.com.

this vast and shocking viral sprawl,
infections with no end in sight.
Forgive me please. I'm thinking small.

My heart cannot accept it all.

From “Together in a Sudden Strangeness:
America’s Poets Respond to the Pandemic,”
edited by Alice Quinn, Knopf, 2020

SINATRA: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Frank’s Life — You Can’t Deny It ...

om Santopietro
returns to Kent (in a
virtual fashion) for

a Zoom talk hosted by the
Kent Memorial Library in
Kent, Conn., on Thursday,
June 4, at 7 p.m. about Frank
Sinatra’s music and movies.
A journalist, Santopietro
has also spent much of his
life managing Broadway
shows. He is uniquely able
to write with an insider’s in-

sights on theater, as he has
done in his books on Bar-
bara Cook, Doris Day, “The
Sound of Music” and, most
recently, choreography, in

his book “Dancing Man: A
Broadway Choreographer’s
Journey,” written with and
about Bob Avian (a Kent
resident and close friend of
Santpietro).

Frank Sinatra is a par-
ticular favorite of Santo-
pietros, whose third book
was “Sinatra in Hollywood.”
In his Zoom talk, he said
in an email interview last
week, “I'm going to talk
about Frank as both singer
and actor — and about his
personal life.

“I'm not going to play
recordings because Zoom
is visual, but I am going
to show two different film
clips, from Pal Joey” and
‘From Here to Eternity.”

The presentation (which
was organized by Santopi-
etros childhood friend Lucy
Pierpont, who does market-
ing and events for the Kent
Memorial Library) should
be about 35 or 40 minutes
long, and then Santopietro
will answer questions and
people can share their own
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THEATER:

CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

The Show Goes
On, at Sharon
Playhouse

s COVID-19 con-
cerns continue,
Sharon Play-

house in Sharon, Conn.,
has decided to move its
2020 season forward by
one year, to 2021.

The original Play-
house plan (before the
coronavirus) had been
to open the 2020 season

with “Singin’ in the Rain’

on June 12 and continue
with “Brigadoon” (July
10), “Mamma Mia” (July
31), “Million Dollar
Quartet” (Aug. 21) and
Divas Go Hollywood (to
end the season with a
big bang of music and
fun).

Tom Santopietro will talk
about Frank Sinatra’s life
and career as both singer
and actor, on June 4.

stories about how their lives
intersected with OI’ Blue
Eyes.

To sign up for the Zoom,
go to the library website at
www.kentmemoriallibrary.
org, click on “events and ex-
hibits” at the top of the home
page, then find June 4 on the
calendar and click on ‘A Fun
Talk About the Great Frank
Sinatra.”

Managing Director
Robert Levinstein and
Artistic Director Alan
M-L Wager had an-
nounced in April that
they would delay this
summer’s Playhouse
season, and open with
“Mamma Mia!,” based on
the songs of the Swedish
pop group ABBA, on
Aug. 7.

Last week, Levin-
stein and Wager sent
out a video by email
saying, “We had hoped
to still offer Mamma
Mia, ‘Million Dollar
Quartet’ and ‘Divas Go
Hollywood’ this year, but
with all that’s going on,
we thought it safer and
more practical to move
everything to next year.

“However, this does
NOT mean that the
Sharon Playhouse will
be dark this summer.
We are still planning on
opening our Patio Bar in
July, to offer the com-
munity a place to come
and socialize with social
distancing, food trucks
and entertainment.

“We will be literally
‘thinking outside of
the Bok’ and turning
our parking lot into a
drive-in theater with live
entertainment — spe-
cifically, concerts and
possibly a laser show;
we're still working out
the possibilities.

“The Bok Gallery
space itselfis also an
option for live entertain-
ment with social dis-
tancing procedures.

To keep up to date as
Playhouse plans come
together, subscribe to the
Sharon Playhouse on
Facebook or Instagram,
and go to the theaters
website at www.sharon-
playhouse.org for more
information, to purchase
tickets and/or make a
donation.

At The
Movies
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Slave grave follow up

The plot thickens in story
of local slave’s burial

By CAROL KNEELAND
Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — Who knew
rumors of inappropriate treat-
ment of the remains of a former
slave and others at the North East
Center Burying Ground could be
true?

Local history buff Bernie Sil-
vernail knew — or at least he
suspected. And so two years ago,
in the early morning hours of Me-
morial Day, 2018, when a number
of local leaders took part in the
Millerton American Legion Post
178’s annual tradition of paying
homage to local veterans at area
cemeteries, Silvernail raised the
issue with Dutchess County Leg-
islator Gregg Pulver (R-19).

While at the small cemetery,
Silvernail showed Pulver a stone
placed by “Friends” for Thomas
Stansbury (1824-1899) that indi-
cated Stansbury was born a slave.

Questions arose because a
small stone fence seemed to iso-
late several graves from those in
what seemed to be the cemetery
proper. Those included that of
Stansbury, whom North East His-
torical Society researcher Betsy
Strauss said was noted in Census
information as being born either
in Maryland or Africa.

Silvernail urged Pulver to help
investigate the situation, who did
exactly that, aided by the diligent
efforts of a small group of com-
munity experts including Strauss.

According to Pulver, volun-
teers at the Chase Land Survey-
ors of neighboring Pine Plains
resolved the controversy after
surveying the property and de-
termining that some of the graves,
including Stansbury’s, are actually
located outside the confines of
the cemetery proper in a small
adjacent area owned by heirs of
the original property.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A headstone at the North East Center Burying Ground in Mil-
lerton was placed by “Friends” of former slave Thomas Stans-
bury (1824-1899) outside the stone wall of the cemetery proper.

Pulver — a Pine Plains resident
and farmer — then began wear-
ing his private citizen rather than
his legislator’s hat — and started
working with a pro bono lawyer
to complete the sale of the land-
locked property to the Cemetery
Association so that the land
would become part of the hal-
lowed ground.

He learned that the owners
of the tract had actually kept
the section separate when other
portions of the estate had been
sold because they were aware
of the graves and had wanted to
preserve them. The heir is now
pleased to make the sale, which
is on hold due to complications
caused by COVID-19 restrictions.
Pulver said, however, the neces-
sary funds amounting to less than
$2,000 have been donated by an
anonymous source, so the issue
should soon be resolved.

Pulver admits he was actually
surprised by the outcome of the

survey.

“It turned into more of a mys-
tery than I thought,” he acknowl-
edged.

Although the initial question
of the grave’s location has been
otherwise resolved, Pulver and his
group of volunteers will continue
to try to uncover answers to other
questions, such as who else may
be buried in the area in question,
why they were buried there and
if a clergyman will be needed to
provide any resolution.

Meanwhile, Pulver said, “We're
making sure that whatever we
have to do,” will be done.

Once the property has been
transferred and restrictions lifted,
he plans to call on volunteers such
as a sports team or a Scouting
group to clean up the area and
provide the respect that is due.

“Rest assured,” Pulver con-
cluded, “T've had a lot of interest
in people wanting to help. It’s a
wrong made right.”
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Library continues to offer
virtual visits, online activities

By KAITLIN LYLE
kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Keeping
families engaged during this
time of social distancing, the
NorthEast-Millerton Library
has many community pro-
grams online. Additionally,
while the library building at
75 Main St. may be closed to
the public until further no-
tice, NorthEast-Millerton
Library Director Rhiannon
Leo-Jameson remains avail-
able to the local community
as a point of contact.

Ever since the library
closed in response to the
coronavirus pandemic in
March, Leo-Jameson said it
has had to rethink all pro-
grams previously listed on
its calendar. Since then, the
library has put together a
number of online activities
for families to access from the
comfort and safety of their
homes during the pandemic.

And while County Execu-
tive Marc Molinaro’s office
announced at the end of May
that municipal libraries can
reopen in Dutchess County,
Leo-Jameson said follow-
ing that announcement that
“As of right now all I can
say is that we have no date
set [to reopen] but when we
do open, we will be offering
curbside pickup.”

The library, meanwhile,
has moved its Story Hour
program online for families
to find either on Facebook

Live or through the library’s
meeting software. The virtual
Story Hours on Facebook can
be found under the “NorthEast-
Millerton Library” Facebook
page on Tuesdays and Saturdays
at 11 a.m. A Stay at Home Story
Time is planned for this Satur-
day, June 6, at 11 a.m. Join Miss
Kristin on Go To Meeting; email
kmecclune@nemillertonlibrary.
org for the link.

Led by NorthEast-Millerton
Library Youth Services Coor-
dinator Kristin McClune, fami-
lies can also take part in Virtual
Circle Time on Wednesday and
Friday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Join in via Go to Meeting for sto-
ries, songs and fun with friends.
Email Miss Kristin for the link
to join.

There’s also a Lego Challenge:
Lego Animals, for local children
to take part in. The question
is, “Do you like to build with
Legos?” If so, build an animal out
of Legos of any kind this week at
home and send it to the library to
post on its Instagram and Face-
book pages. Real, mythical and
imaginary animals are welcome.
Send creations to kmcclune@
nemillertonlibrary.org.

If the library remains closed
much longer, Leo-Jameson said,
they’ll be adding more programs
for families and their children.

Meanwhile, the library has
continued to cater to the in-
terests of community members
who had regularly gathered
there for weekly group program-
ming, such as the Knitting and
Craft Group. At this time, resi-

dents can access the online
version of the Knitting and
Craft Group on Wednesdays
at 1 p.m. online at https://
www.gotomeet.me/NEMil-
lertonLibrary/visit or by dial-
ing 1-571-317-3112, followed
by access code 310-897-565.

For those who miss the
joy of stopping by the library
for a visit, the library offers
virtual visits every Wednes-
day from 10:30 a.m. to noon
and every Friday from 1 to
2 p.m., using the same link
and telephone number as the
one used for the Knitting and
Craft Group.

Whether accessing the
library’s databases, helping
with tech-related questions
or just saying “hi,” Leo-Jame-
son is ready to help.

“I've had people actually
call in and ask how to use
Zoom,” she said. “I've filled
in some tech questions for
how to access Hoopla, Can-
opy and the video streaming
databases.”

Along with its digital re-
sources, Leo-Jameson added
that residents can go on the
library’s website at www.
nemillertonlibrary.org and
click on the “Get a Library
Card” tab to fill out a form
for a temporary library card
so they can have access to the
library’s e-resources.

The library will open on
June 18 for an important
blood drive, from 3 to 7 p.m.

For library updates, go to
www.nemillertonlibrary.org.

Give blood, save a life, at Millerton library blood drive June 18

MILLERTON — A Red Cross Blood
Drive will be held at the NorthEast-Mil-
lerton Library on Thursday, June 18, from 3
to 7 p.m. Blood donations are needed now

pandemic.

more than ever, especially as hospitals deal
with blood shortages during the COVID-19

Go to www.redcrossblood.org/give.

html/drive-results?zipSponsor=NEML
to register. Donors will receive a voucher
for a free pint of Stewart’s ice cream and a
$5 Amazon gift card via email; it will take

o Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.co

up to two weeks to receive the card.

The library is located at 75 Main St.,
Millerton. For more information, go to
www.nemillertonlibrary.org.

HELP WANTED SERVICES OFFERED APARTMENTS

Classifieds

Please be sure to wear
masks and observe social
I distancing requirements. |

| areve |
! TAG SALE: Saturday, June
l 6,9 am to 3 pm. Furniture I
I and household goods. 5
i

Reservoir Rd. in Lakeville. I
860-318-1644. |

AFALLS VILLAGEQ

1 IMPRESSIVE, GOODLY 1
| TAG SALE: from furniture |
tojewelry.Fri., June 19, Sat.,

I June20,Sun. June21from [
9 am to 6 pm. Rain dates
b Juy17,18,19.87 Point of I
I Rocks Rd., Rte. 126, Falls I

Village. 860-824-9803.

HELP WANTED

BUSYTRACTORDEALERSHIP:
lookingforenergetic, motivated
and experienced small engine
technician. Mechanical expe-
rience a must, but willing to
complete training for the right
individual. Full time job with
competitive pay based on ex-
perience, excellentbenefitsand
401k. Must be willing to work
Saturdays. Clean drivers license
a must. Please email resume to
amyd@stantoneq.com.

LAWN MOWING: Sharon based
company seeking extra people
toassist with lawn mowing and
trimming. 40 hr. week, + Must
be dependable, have knowl-
edge using SCAG mowers, be
able to use a weed trimmer for
extended period of time, have
a clean license, work well with
others: 860-672-5250.

GARDENING POSITION: Per-
son to assist with gardening,
weeding, pruning. Knowledge
of plants helpful. Clean license
needed, work well with others,
no drama! Pay according to
experience. 860-672-5250.

EXCAVATION / LANDSCAPE
POSITION: CDL helpful butnot
necessary, clean license, experi-
ence with tractors, equipment
helpful. Hand labor involved.
Work well with others, depend-
able. 860-672-5250.

SECRETARY FOR A GROWING
PHYSICIAN'SOFFICE:2and 1/2
days per week which includes
some evening hours and with
occasionalfull-timetocovervaca-
tions, etc.Excellentinterpersonal
and phone communicationskills,
good computer skills, copying,
filing, some typing and other
office tasks as needed. Send CV
to: Goldman/Tripp Osteopathic
Healthcare, 106 Upper Main St.,
Suite A, Sharon, CT 06069.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/

STANFORD REFRIGERATION:
is seeking a Full Time Route
Truck Delivery Driver.Candidate
must have a CDL, be Haz-Mat
Certified and be familiar with
dairy farming equipment and
supplies. Pay based on expe-
rience. If interested, please
call Peter at 914-475-6301 to
schedule an interview.

THE NORTH EAST COMMU-
NITY CENTER: in Millerton,
NY is seeking 2 FT positions:

Food Program Director and
Community Program Director.
Experience, relevanteducation,
and supervision of staff and/or
volunteers required. Benefits
eligible.Acceptingapplications
with cover letter until June 19,
2020, or until position filled.
Visit www.neccmillerton.org/
employment for application
instructions. Inquiries to info@
neccmillerton.org. EEO/EPO.

Email your classified ad
to Lyndee Stalter
at classified@
lakevillejournal.com.

We're now offering Virtual Factory Tours!
Visit westchestermodular.com
to learn more.

Tour the
Factory in
Wingdale,
NY

DAVIDVALYOU CARPENTER &
HANDY-MAN:20yearsserving
the tri-state area. Old homes
and barns my specialty.Renova-
tions+Repairs. Call or text 917-
538-1617. email davidvalyou@
yahoo.com.

REAL ESTATE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal
Housing Opportunity. All real
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1966 revised
March 12, 1989 which makes it
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, ordiscrimination
based onrace, color religion, sex,
handicap or familial status or na-
tional origin orintention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination. All residential
property advertised in the State
of Connecticut General Statutes
46a-64c which prohibit the
making, printing or publishing
orcausing tobe made, printed or
published any notice, statement
or advertisement with respect
to the sale or rental of a dwelling
that indicates any preference,
limitation ordiscrimination based
on race, creed, color, national or-
igin, ancestry, sex, marital status,
age, lawful source of income,
familial status, physical ormental
disability oranintention to make
anysuch preference, limitationor
discrimination.

APARTMENTS

CANAAN, CT. 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENT: W/D hookup.
Niceyard.No pets. $850 plus se-
curity & utilities. 203 948-2628.

FOR RENT FALLS VILLAGE: 2
bedroom apartment in village
on 2nd floor, includes heat and
hot water for $950 per month.
Call 860-824-7730.

THREE-BEDROOM APART-
MENT IN LAKEVILLE: Close to
Main Street. $1,220 per month,
includes heat and hot water.
Coin-op laundry on site. Large
patio overlooking beautiful lake.
Available now. NO PETS. Must
be income qualified. For more
information ortoobtainanappli-
cation, please call 860-435-0049
or send email to: tbroderick@
ctrealestatemanagement.com.
EQUALHOUSINGOPPORTUNITY

HOUSES
FOR RENT

MT RIGA: Off grid two Bed-
room Lakefront cabin. Private
beach, canoesandkayaks. $500-
$1,050/Week 585-355-5245.

SHORT TERM FURNISHED
RENTAL: Available July 1st. 4
bedroom, 2 bath, living room,
diningroom, kitchenonstocked
trout stream. Email ymarfel-
low@aol.com.

IReal Estate |

DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

ELYSE HARNEY REAL ESTATE

COLONIAL HOME WITH POOL AND VIEWS
2,504 sq.ft. * 6 acres * 3 BR * 3 BA
MILLERTON, NY. Move right into this house and experience beauty
and comfort in every season. Maple floors, open LR/DR wood stove.
Well-appointed KIT w/ new granite counters. MBR Suite. Pastoral views,

860-435-2200

Heated Pool.
Web# EH4365 Bill Melnick/John Panzer $662,500
SALISBURY, CT MILLERTON,

HARNEYRE.COM

NY 518-789-8800

AN EDGE OF TOWN, 18™ CENTURY HOME IN CANAAN:

Robinson Leech Real Estate

Distinctive Country Properties

upgrading. Offered at $159,000.

4 bedrooms, 2+ baths, LR, DR, kitchen, garage, and over 2
acres with a great play area for a family. Needs cleanup & some

A SALISBURY VILLAGE HOME:

at $285,000.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955

318 Main Street « Lakeville, Connecticut « 860-435-9891
www.robinleechrealestate.com

Currently offering 2 living units, it sits near the center of town and
could be continued as is, or made into a cute single use cottage
style home. It has a nice rear yard and is easy to maintain. Offered
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To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory

DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following
Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available.
Call your advertising
representative today!

The Lakeville Journal - The Millerton News - Compass - www.tricornernews.com

H INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE
Millerton AND SURGERY
] Additional Services
N\VE VHtH rl " ﬂ ry Diagnostic - D;.ntistry
| Acupuncture - Chiropractic
p rﬂ Etl [} H Tradi?ional Chinese erjedicine

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com - 518-789-3440

~+— NORTH EAST MUFFLER INC.-
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches
Tires * Brakes * Mufflers * New York State Inspections

Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1
Route 22, Millerton, NY

(518) 789-3669  Cindy Heck e

N John Heck

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes « Tires « Trailer Sales & Service
We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUTE 22 - MILLERTON, NY 12546

518-789-6636 Charles ). Flint, Jr.

JoHN & JuNE KiNsky
BupGEeT BLINDS OF LiTcHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811

jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com
budgetblinds.com/litchfieldcounty
HIC#0648748

FREE
In-Home

Floor Refinishing

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old [ new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505 (413) 229-3434

(413) 229-8432

Grounds Maintenance

Excavation,
Landscaping

& Grounds
SHARON LAWN prointenance

& LANDSCAPE

Grounds Maintenance
» Lawn Care * Spring Clean Up * Fall Clean Up
» Edging, Mulching » Lawn Fertilization
* Lawn Pest, Disease Control * Weed Control
» Weekly, Maintenance Programs « Field Mowing
* Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding ¢ Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Heating Oil & Propane

Consultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com

An Independently Owned
and Operated Franchise

(&

® Visionary Computer

13”” MacBook Air Lightness strikes again.

29 Bissell St. » Lakeville
(860) 435-221 | * visionarycomputer.net

’
‘ Premier Partner

Excavation,
Landscaping

& Grounds
SHARON LAWN prointenance

& LANDSCAPE
Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

EXxcavation
* Excavators * Backhoes « Bulldozers
* Dumptrucks ¢ Power Rake ¢ Foundations Dug
» Water & Electric Lines Dug
* Drainage Installed  Landclearing
* Grading ¢ Ponds Dug
* Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed
Commercial & Residential (860) 672-5260

Credit Cards Accepted

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Excavation & Landscaping Services
Land Clearing * Woodland Mulching ¢ Excavation
Hardscapes ¢ Driveway Installations * Drainage

(860)824-1188
office@mattslandscapingct.com

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Heating 0il & Propane
(860) 738-1114

Follow us!

Landscaping

LANDS SCAPING

CANAAN, C

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing * Gardening * Brush Hogging

Excavation * Tree Work * Land Clearing « Driveways

Free Estimates « Fully Insured E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

Excavation,
Landscaping

_ _ & Grounds
SHARON LAWN prointenance

& LANDSCAPE
Landscaping

» Lawn Installation « Lawn Repair * Fencing
* Paver Bluestone Terraces * Retaining Walls
* Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers
» Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls
* Tree And Shrub Planting
Commercial & Residential (860) 672-5260

Credit Cards Accepted
sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Lightning Rods

Celebrating over

Clpects

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous
door options to fit any budget! Residential,
commercial & industrial doors, electric
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

=MADSEN—
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Hussey Painting

Decorating & Wallpapering
Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

TriCornerNews.con
The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s

happening in your area, we're there.

B.METCALF
ASPHALT PAVING

Smooth call,

bmetcalfasphalt.com
860-435-1205

9% Emerald Rentals

On Site
Storage Containers
& More

860.318.1976

www.emeraldrentalsct.com

Roofing Services

ROOFING - SIDING « GUTTERS - REPAIRS
Commercial & Residential | Repairs & Replacements
Financing Available!

50 Year Warranty

FULLY INSURED
WORKMAN’S COMP & GENERAL LIABILITY

(860)459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com
Torrington, CT  License #603104

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE

ALL
CLIMATE

Security Is Our First Priority™
CONTROLLED

m All Climate-Controlled Units
m Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
m 24-Hour Video Recording

m 24/7 Keypad Access

m 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk

m Professional On-Site Manager

845-677-2700

millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

_AN_
GLOBAL
SELF STORAGE

Overhead Doors

Low ImpACT LOGGING BY SHERMAN PALMER

Parvier Horse LoceivG, LLC

Purchasing Standing Hardwood & Softwood Timber
Forestry & Logging Services

Timber Stand Improvements
Natural Forest Regeneration
Land Clearing
Vista Clearing
Seasoned Firewood
Phone: 860-364-5999
Email: Palmerlogging@aol.com
palmerhorseloggingllc.business.site

Licensed & Insured
LIC# SFPH000822 - Sherman
LIC# SFPH001217 - Crissy

Tree Care «Tick Spraying

Jason Bresson applewoodtree@yahoo.com

License # 62658
860-733-2020 B2580
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
JOHN®S TREE SELVICE

Tree removal « Chipping - View Cutting - Land Clearing - Logging - Firewood
860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

PEROTTI

TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation @ Home Orchard Care
Landscape Renovation @ Hazard Tree Removal
Tick Control @ Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti ® 860-824-5051

perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #54607 MA Cert. Arborist #2136

860-824-4956
Telephone & Fax

Christopher Toomey
Licensed Arborist

25 Years Exp. Free Estimates
6 Barracks Road Canaan, CT 06018
CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming
Removals-Vistas

Tree Fertilization

Well Drilling

LOUIS E. ALLYN & SONS
Well Drilling
Water Systems Installed & Serviced
Established 1917
Canaan, CT (860) 824-5600

Window Treatments

window wares

ART INSTALLS
CLOSETS & STORAGE

WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company offers free online
subscriptions to our website, tricornernews.com, for
active duty military personnel from the Tri-state region.
For more information or to set up a subscription, contact
Sandra Lang at circulation@lakevillejournal.com or

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

your news

your community

Not sure who to turn to when you need a service?

Every week we bring you this directory of Specialists in print and online
at www.tricornernews.com. From Automobiles to Windows,

your life!

the Specialist you need is at your fingertips.

We'll keep you connected.

And, when you find the Specialist you're looking for,

let them know you found them in your independent,

locally owned, community newspapers.

@The Lakeville Tonwrnal

THE MILLERTON NEWS

TriCornerNews.com

We've made it even easier to

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com
to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303
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