
Volume 89 Number 47

28 Pages in 3 Sections

Thursday, December 17, 2020

$2.00

©2020 The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC Periodical Rate Postage Paid at Millerton, New York 12546

 

Millerton ����������������������������������������������� A2
Amenia ���������������������������������������������������� A3
Millbrook ��������������������������������������������� A4
Obituaries ���������������������������������������A5-6
County News ������������������������������������ A6
Pine Plains ������������������������������������������� A7

Compass �������������������������������������������B2-4
Opinion ���������������������������������������������B5-6
Health/Legals������������������������������������ B6
Sports ��������������������������������������������������������B7
Classifieds ���������������������������������������������B7
Specialist Directory �������������������� B8

OPINION
Keep Talking, Stay 
Positive; Columns; 
Letters B5-6

CONTACT
The Millerton News

editor@millertonnews�com
860-435-9873, ext� 608

SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE
Tri-Corner Real Estate

Covering Northeastern Dutchess County And Its Environs

See GARAGE GRANT, A8

See WEBUTUCK, A8

See RED WOLVES, A8

See VACCINE, A8

COMPASS
Shopping Local; How To Make 
A Wreath; ‘A Promised Land’ 
Book Review; And More B2-4

PINE PLAINS
Seymour Smith 
Puts On A 
Holiday Parade 
Students Not 
Soon To Forget A7

SPORTS
BalletCollective 
Brings ‘The 
Nutcracker’ To 
Wethersfield 
In Amenia B7

The Best Regional News Site

Last Minute 
Holiday Shopping

Special Banner, Page B1 

THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, December 17, 2020

FRONT

a little extra
©Salisbury Bank and Trust CompanyMember FDIC Equal Housing Lender

Interest Plus Checking
learn more at earnmore.salisburybank.info

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Two red wolves are free to roam their enclosure at the Trevor Zoo. 

The zoo just received a matching grant that will enable it to build 

a new breeding habitat to help conserve and enlarge the red wolf 

population in the United States. Red wolves are slightly smaller and 

thinner than their gray cousins.

Trevor Zoo to build red 

wolf breeding facility

Thank you, Assemblymember Didi Barrett

North East/Millerton shared 

Highway Garage wins grant

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

NORTH EAST — It was good news 
for a change in a year that’s had little 
positive to report when North East 
town Supervisor Chris Kennan an-
nounced that State Assemblymember 
Didi Barrett (D-106) helped secure a 
loan worth half a million dollars� The 
money will go toward building the new 
shared highway garage with the village 
of Millerton on Route 22, just north 
of the main traffic light, in the final 
phase of a project that has been years 
in the making�

‘A really big deal’

“This is a really big deal,” said Ken-
nan the day after the grant was an-
nounced and a resolution passed at 
a Town Board meeting on Thursday 
evening, Dec� 10, to accept a proposal 
from CPL, an architecture, engineering 

and planning firm, to provide engi-
neering services for Phase III of the 
project, the final construction phase� 

The first phase of the project was 
the construction of the storage build-
ing� That was bid out for $429,219, al-
though the supervisor said costs could 
have changed as is common with con-
struction projects� 

The second phase of the proj-
ect was for the sand and salt storage 
building� The town accepted a bid for 
the construction of that structure for 
$557,000; again, that was just a pre-
construction estimate�

The $500,000 grant will go a long 

way toward paying for what Kennan 
estimates could cost upward of $3 mil-
lion, when all is said and done� The 
highway garage, which will be shared 
with the Millerton Highway Depart-
ment, will include wash stalls, provide 
all maintenance capabilities, allow for 
equipment storage, include Highway 
Department offices for both the town 
and village and much more�

Barrett offers support

“This is an enormous help in bring-
ing this to completion,” said Kennan, 
who added the town is continuing to 

Webutuck students won’t step 

foot onto campus until 2021

Vaccine doses head to 

local nursing homes

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

TRI-STATE REGION — The 
first doses of the much-anticipated 
COVID-19 vaccine available to nurs-
ing home residents and staff in the 
Northwest Corner will be delivered 
in the days leading up to Christmas�

“The 23rd of December will start 
the process for us,” said Bill Pond, 
administrator of the Noble Horizons 
Retirement Community in Salisbury, 
Conn� “After 10 months, what a his-

toric time� We’re excited, and there 
are all kinds of emotions to go with 
it�”

Noble Horizons has partnered 
with CVS for the vaccination roll-
out� “We anticipate about 140 staff 
and close to 100 residents” will roll 
up their sleeves for the first dose, said 
Pond� A booster shot will then be ad-
ministered during a second clinic on 
Jan� 13, he said� 

At Geer Village Senior Commu-

Making merry 

in Millbrook

From left, Town of Washington Recre-

ation Director Chelsea Edson, Stephen 

Keefe, Vice President of the Millbrook 

Business Association (MBA) David Grun-

ing and Mayor Mike Herzog decorated one 

of many trees in the village for the Christ-

mas season in October. Thanks to their 

efforts, today the village is all dressed up 

for the holidays. The trees were purchased 

by the MBA, potted and distributed by the 

Village Highway Department and deco-

rated by community volunteers. PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The Trevor Zoo 
at Millbrook School has been award-
ed a Recovery Challenge Grant so it 
can build a new red wolf breeding 
facility� Red wolves are one of the 
most critically endangered species 
in the world� With populations once 
numbering in the hundreds of thou-
sands, there are now less than 250 
red wolves left, with most of them in 
Associations of Zoos and Aquarium 

(AZA) facilities like the Trevor Zoo� 
Mexican wolves, and gray or timber 
wolves, are also endangered�

Interest at the Trevor Zoo in wolf 
conservation started in the late 1990s� 
An experiment at that time consisted 
of breeding wolves in the zoo, then 
sending them to North Carolina and 
Tennessee to be released in the wild� 
The experiment failed due to lack of 
cooperation among local govern-
ments and others, as most of the 

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

WEBUTUCK — The recent spate 
of COVID-19 cases was priority num-
ber one for the North East (Webutuck) 
Central School District Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) at its meeting on Monday, 
Dec� 7�

The BOE gathered via videoconfer-
ence due to the coronavirus pandemic; 
the meeting is posted on www�webu-
tuckschools�org�

Superintendent of Schools Ray-
mond Castellani was focused on CO-
VID-19 in his report; he said the district 

was, at the time, planning for a full re-
mote learning model for the coming 
week� He added it had a number of CO-
VID cases — specifically among its staff 
at Webutuck Elementary School (WES)  
— which resulted in quarantining some 
classes as well as a number of staff�

“That being said, we just don’t have 
the staffing to cover as many people 
as are going out in regards to quaran-
tine,” Castellani said, “whether it will 
be quarantining from us or the De-
partment of Health or something that 
was outside of the school district that 
people are being quarantined for�”

The district’s expectations for re-

opening at the time were that students 
in grades fifth through 12th would re-
turn to its hybrid model on Thursday, 
Dec� 10, while students in grades pre-k 
through fourth would be postponed for 
another week due to staffing shortages� 

Castellani said they needed to have 
a conversation as a district, inviting the 
BOE to gather input whether the dis-
trict should reopen or continue to teach 
students remotely� Acknowledging the 
pros and cons of each move, the su-
perintendent said such factors include 
parents and students struggling with 

To read “New York State’s county executives urge Congress to 

pass new federal COVID relief,” go to www.tricornernews.com

“We’ve been so challenged on the front lines these last months, 
so I’m delighted to be a part of something positive and upbeat 
for parts of the community.”

Didi Barrett, State Assemblymember (D-106)

Small Business Spotlight A8
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Wishing You a H appy 
H oliday Season  F ull of 
Warmth, Good F riends, 

and Good Cheer

bankofmillbrook.com  
(845) 677-5321

amenia      millbrook     
pine plains   stanfordville

Our outstanding discharge 
planning provides links to services 

that ensure continued success: 

Geer Nursing & Rehab patients 
consistently have great 

outcomes and recover faster. 

We specialize in treating people 
with complex diagnosis and 

create custom care 
plans for everyone. 

• Geer Pharmacy follows you home and 
helps with medication management. 

• Geer Out-patient Physical Therapy 
continues the great progress you 
made while in-house. 

• Geer transportation brings you to all your 
appointments, ensuring great follow up. 

To learn more: 
Contact Emily at (860) 824-3800

99 South Canaan Road, North Canaan, CT
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PHOTO BY OLIVIA VALENTINE

The nonprofit Townscape decorated Millerton’s Main Street and beyond for the winter 

holidays this November, as it has for many years, thanks to community donations. 

Vandals hit library, bank 

and merchants in village

By WHITNEY JOSEPH

editor@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — When 
NorthEast-Millerton Li-
brary Director Rhiannon 
Leo-Jameson drove into work 
early Saturday morning, Dec. 
5, she was greeted by an un-
welcome sight — the library’s 
familiar sign lay broken and 
battered on the front lawn — 
the result of vandals who had 
partially destroyed the sign 
either late Friday night or in 
the wee hours of Saturday 
morning. She wasn’t totally 
taken by surprise as she had 
first seen some signs of de-
struction along the business 
district when initially turning 
onto Main Street. 

“I noticed a lot of plant-
ers were knocked down, and 
thought, ‘That’s not good.’ 
My initial thought went to 
the Tiny Libraries because 
they’re so exposed, but they 
were all right,” she said. “Then 
I noticed someone had torn 
down our front sign.”

Leo-Jameson said, “it 
looked like someone ran and 
hit it; I think someone was 
hanging off of it.” 

When she got inside, she 
immediately reported the 
vandalism to the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office, as the 
Millerton Police Department 
didn’t have officers on duty at 
that hour. Deputies arrived to 
investigate shortly afterward.

“Every month there’s a 
new bad thing; if this is the 
bad thing for December, I’ll 
take it,” said Leo-Jameson. 
“In terms of vandalism, I’m 
grateful they didn’t do any-
thing more severe. We have a 
lot of windows and the garden 
is still new. If they wanted to 
be more malicious, they could 
have been. But it was disap-
pointing, to say the least.”

The sign, which had let-
tering posting library events 
along with its hours, had its 
pole ripped off and the left 
side was cracked in half, ac-
cording to the library director.

“Thankfully, the better part 
of the sign where we put the 
letters in was OK,” she said, 
adding that the library wants 
to move the part of the sign 
that’s still intact onto a new 
backing. “Hopefully, that’s the 
plan. We want to try to keep 
as much of it as we can. It’s 
just one more thing in a year 
of unexpected expenses. As 
much as grants help to get 
the library up and running, 
we had to buy a lot of extra 
cleaning supplies and PPE, 
so to try to replace the sign 
[would be really expensive].”

Leo-Jameson didn’t have 
an exact estimate for the dam-
age, but did say it’s “definitely 
under $1,000 after the insur-
ance deductible,” adding that 
“a couple of people have gra-
ciously offered to help. We’ll 
wait to see what the ballpark 
figure will be.” 

When asked how long it 
will take to get the new ma-
terials to repair the sign, she 
said she wasn’t sure, adding 

an optimistic, “hopefully not too 
long.”

In addition to the property 
damage done at the library, signs 
were also damaged next door at 
the Salisbury Bank & Trust as 
well as at several businesses on 
Main Street. 

According to Capt. John Wat-
terson of the Dutchess County 
Sheriff’s Office, a report was filed 
on Dec. 7 by the bank at 87 Main 
St. Deputies responded to a re-
port of criminal mischief done 
to the bank’s sign(s).

“At this time, no arrests have 
been made and the investigation 
is ongoing,” stated Watterson, 
who added that “at this time 
there’s no evidence to suggest 
that the vandalism is connected 
to other incidents or part of any 
type of ‘spree,’ however… the in-
vestigation is continuing.”

The captain added that if resi-
dents and/or business owners are 
having issues with repeated acts 
of vandalism, the Sheriff’s Office 
would encourage them to invest 
in a surveillance system, “most of 
which are very affordable now 
and can be very useful in iden-
tifying those responsible and in 
deterring future acts.” He also 
said “anyone with information or 
who observes suspicious activity 
should contact the Sheriff’s Office 
at 845-486-3800.” 

Oblong Books & Music 
co-owner Dick Hermans said 
some miniature exterior deco-
rations he’s had for years and 
years were destroyed, but that 
fortunately, his store was “not 
affected too much.” 

Hermans heard about the 
damage done to other mer-

PHOTO BY RHIANNON LEO-JAMESON

Vandals damaged the NorthEast-Millerton Library’s sign 

sometime between Friday, Dec. 4, and Saturday, Dec. 5, ac-

cording to Library Director Rhiannon Leo-Jameson, who 

reported the incident to the Dutchess County Sheriff’s 

Office. Property damage also occurred at the Salisbury 

Bank & Trust and to certain businesses along Main Street.

Irondale Schoolhouse to celebrate on Dec. 19

The one-room Irondale 
Schoolhouse at the head of 
the Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
entrance on Main Street will 
celebrate its seventh anniver-
sary on Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
noon with the ringing of the 
school bell. The public is in-
vited to attend the historic 
celebration; social distancing 
and face masks are required 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Because of COVID-19, the 
schoolhouse has not been 
open to the public all year. If 
it is deemed safe on Saturday, 
the schoolhouse may open to 
let visitors through one at a 
time to view the restored 1858 
building that was moved from 
the Irondale section of town 
to the historic district of Mil-
lerton seven years ago on Dec. 
19 in an historic collaborative 
effort.

MILLERTON IN BRIEF

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — Whether 
bringing light to the darkest 
days or giving residents an op-
portunity to enjoy the colors of 
nature during warmer months, 
Townscape is up to the job — 
especially with help from those 
who care enough about beauti-
fying the village to support the 
nonprofit’s efforts.

According to Townscape 
President Jeanne Vanecko, a 
shimmering string of lights is 
now laced through Millerton’s 
Main Street as Townscape once 
again decorated the village for 
the holidays. The seasonal dis-
play is in full force following the 
three and a half day installation 
process, which started Mon-
day, Nov. 9, despite the prob-
lems imposed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“The show must go on,” said 
Vanecko. “It was very impor-
tant this year to get the lights 
up — and actually we extended 
up Main Street. I just thought 
more would be better this year.”

White light tree decorations 
have been augmented by lighted 
garlands strung across the Mil-
lerton Antiques Center (where 
there are no sidewalk trees), as 
has the large pine tree at the in-
tersection of Route 22 and Main 
Street and another tree at Rail 
Road Plaza. The latter’s lighting 
was delayed as electricity was 
brought in following work on 
the Rail Trail. 

Early on in the days of Town-
scape, much of the work was 
managed by volunteers, but 
when that became difficult to 
sustain, professionals took over 
most of the projects, which ac-
counts for the current fundrais-
ing appeal the group has under-
taken. 

Townscape Co-founder 
Cathy Fenn explained that a 

number of patrons had pledged 
contributions for five years but 
since that time is up, the grass-
roots community betterment 
group that volunteers to deco-
rate the village for the holidays 
and plant flowers at Veterans 
Park throughout the year and 
fill the planters on the bridge 
over the Webatuck Creek an-
nually, as well as maintain the 
new composting toilets on the 
Harlem Valley Rail Trail for all to 
use, is hoping to get renewals of 
that support as well as any other 
possible donations from those 
who appreciate its efforts. 

The light project alone cost 
$14,000 for installation and re-
moval with additional amounts 
needed for the electricity bills. 
Even though most of the work 
is done by professionals, Fenn 
gives Vanecko credit for her 
hands-on approach, including 
checking and preparing thou-
sands of lights used throughout 
the village each year. 

The final touch of three small 
lit trees — two with bows — 
was also completed on Thurs-
day, Dec. 3, in Veterans Park 
by Vanecko, in the large tubs 
that usually contain plantings 
provided by Townscape. Volun-
teers from the group tend to the 

plantings during the spring and 
summer.

Vanecko noted that as she 
completed the decorating, she 
noticed residents sitting and 
working at some of the tables 
that the organization recently 
provided in the park, across 
Main Street from Irving Farm 
coffeehouse — an addition she 
feels is most helpful as people 
find ways to stay safe during the 
pandemic. 

The group also funded 
benches around town and 
picked up costs not covered by 
a grant the town received for the 
aforementioned composting toi-
lets at the Rail Trail.

Two major projects that 
Townscape is supporting are 
now underway that focus on the 
renovation of Eddie Collins Me-
morial Field. They focus on im-
portant efforts to make all parts 
of the park Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) compliant, 
including the proposed swim-
ming pool. Townscape also plans 
to work with local merchants 
to help make their businesses 
wheelchair accessible. 

Send contributions to sup-
port these and other efforts to 
Townscape, P.O. Box 835, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546. 

chants on Main Street and the 
damage to the bank’s signs, 
but said that he hasn’t heard 
of the Millerton Business Al-
liance (MBA) organizing to 
protect the retail district.

“Everyone’s too busy this 
time of year,” said Hermans, 
adding he hasn’t noticed any 
discussion among the mer-
chants by email. “If nothing 
got broken and there was no 
damage to our buildings, then 
we’re probably going to move 
on and get through the holi-
days. We just hope it doesn’t 
happen again. It would be nice 
if they were able to figure who 
did it, but it might not be pos-
sible.”

Mayor Debbie Middle-
brook commented on the run 
of property damage, noting 
it was negative behavior at a 
time when people should be 
trying to support each other. 

“In response to the recent 
vandalism, I am disappointed 
that during this very difficult 
time when we should all be 
working together there are 
those that feel the need to 
wreak havoc on our commu-
nity and damage someone 
else’s property — adding to 
that property owner’s stress,” 
she said. “Shame on them.”

Townscape lights up Main 

Street for the holidays
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AMENIA

Realtor® at Large
November continues to be strong 
with regards to real estate sales in 
Litch� eld County, with 171 single 
family home sales recorded for the 
month. All towns have registered an 
increase in property transfers over 
2019. Many towns, such as Salisbury 
and Warren are seeing over twice the 
levels of sales. � is activity is also 
apparent in the increase of students 
enrolled in our public schools, so 
this may be an indicator of a more 
permanent move than part time use.  
� e chief indicator for the future is 
the number of pending sales, which 
remains high. Usually activity drops 
o�  for the holiday season, but that 
does not seem to be the case this year. 
If you would like to review the data for 
November, please send an email and I 
will be happy to send the information. ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Popular pickup truck
 4. Profoundly wise men
 9. Camera company
14. Folk singer DiFranco
15. Passerine birds
16. Plum-shaped fruit used for 

preserves
17. Popular kids channel
18. Dodgers’ skipper
20. Removes
22. The Atlantic is one
23. Badgerlike mammal
24. Foulness
28. Luke’s mentor __-Wan
29. Commercial
30. A type of gin
31. Temptress
33. Shuts in an enclosed space
37. Milligram
38. Actress Adams
39. Strive to equal or match
41. Health insurance
42. A detective’s source
43. Small American rails
44. Alfred __, Brit. poet
46. Crest of a hill
49. Atomic #52
50. __ Caesar, comedian
51. Breaks apart
55. Register formally (Brit. sp.)
58. Worker
59. Chemical compound
60. Disgraced newsman
64. Born of
65. Chemical substance
66. Supernatural powers
67. Clothes
68. Indy footballers
69. Moves forward
70. Midway between south and 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Driver
 2. Bone cavities
 3. Menacing
 4. Where coaches patrol
 5. Greek mythological fi gure
 6. War-based board game
 7. Midway between northeast and 

east
 8. 18-year period in astronomy
 9. Mid-century term used to 

describe Japanese-Americans
10. Large bodies of water
11. Eurasian ryegrass
12. Perform on stage
13. Greek island

19. 10th month of the year (abbr.)
21. One point east of southeast
24. Belgian city
25. Praise excessively
26. River in France
27. Edible lily bulbs
31. Quarterbacks take them
32. Organic compound
34. Tears down (Brit.)
35. Beloved Hollywood alien
36. Unconscious
40. Missouri
41. Firemen use them
45. Pig noise
47. Greatly dismay
48. Imitator
52. Moves by turning over
53. Boxing’s GOAT

Dec. 10 Solution

Dec. 10 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

54. Swarms with
56. Margarines
57. Feudal superior
59. As fast as can be done
60. Reciprocal of a sine
61. Chinese city
62. Tell on
63. United

Lions Club tree 

helps preserve fond 

holiday memories

AMENIA — As one of the 
town’s most heartfelt holi-
day traditions, the Amenia 
Lions Memory Tree, has 
once again been installed in 
town to encourage residents 
to give back to their commu-
nity this holiday season. The 
Memory Tree benefits the 
Dutchess County Hearing 
Conversation Committee 
and purchases hearing aids 
for those who can’t afford 
them. 

This year’s Amenia Lions 
Memory Tree can be found 
across the street from Fresh-
town, located at 5094 Route 
22, and has been dedicated 
to first responders, front line 
and essential workers giv-
ing their blood, sweat and 

tears during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Community members 
can show their support and 
remember a loved one with 
a $5 donation. Forms may 
be downloaded from the 
“Amenia Lions Club” Face-
book page or picked up at 
Jack’s Auto, Havens Real Es-
tate, Bank of Millbrook in 
Amenia or from any Amenia 
Lions Club member. 

In order to be included in 
the listing in the Thursday, 
Dec. 24, edition of The Mil-
lerton News, names must be 
submitted by Friday, Dec. 18. 

For more information, 
call 845-453-0408 or email 
bjdhale@gmail.com.

— Kaitlin Lyle

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

Set up across the street from the Freshtown Plaza at 

5094 Route 22, this year’s Amenia Lions Club Memo-

ry Tree has been dedicated to first responders, front 

line and essential workers.

Benzer Pharmacy extends services 

during COVID-19 pandemic

  By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News 

AMENIA — At a time when 
many businesses are strug-
gling to maintain a sense of 
normalcy, the recently minted 
Benzer Pharmacy in Amenia’s 
Freshtown Plaza is taking the 
opportunity to reinvent itself 
in the form of an old-fashioned 
neighborhood store.

According to both pharma-
cist Chris Fama and store man-
ager Kelly Rowe, their goal is 
to listen to their customers and 
provide whatever services and 
merchandise they want.

Only a matter of months be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic 
threw the globe into a tail spin, 
Benzer Pharmacy of Tampa, 
Fla., a small national chain of 
approximately 100-plus stores, 
began a move into the New Eng-
land area and purchased what 
for many years had been Drug 
World at 5094 Route 22 — soon 
to be known as  Amenia Phar-
macy, after the state approves 
the change. 

Taking advantage of Benzer’s 
policy to allow far-flung loca-
tions to determine what would 
best suit their customers, Fama 
said, “We’re not Los Angeles… 
We are trying to do whatever we 
need to do to become the com-
munity pharmacy with some 
sort of ties to the community.”

A man who says he likes 
people and “loves to talk,” Fama 
takes advantage of that quality 
to establish the tone of the store. 
In a job where he is dealing with 
so many personalities, he is par-
ticularly pleased when he gets to 
know the person behind the or-
ders, but with social distancing 
and face time restrictions, that 
can be difficult. Still, he hopes 
the store will evolve into “an 
old-time pharmacy,” an image 
he values from his “early days” 
in the 1980s. 

“It hasn’t been easy to try to 
pick up some of the foot traf-

fic,” said Fama, who has been 
working hard to stay within the 
time and distance requirements. 
But as the times are what they 
are, the start of flu season has 
brought in a number of custom-
ers for inoculations, which are 
up five times from the number 
last year. “It gives me a chance 
to talk to people. I don’t just say 
‘Which arm? Roll up your sleeve. 
Thank you.’ I try to communi-
cate to them that we’re here for 
them for more than a flu shot.”

He explained the pharmacy 
provides mail order prescrip-
tions as well as home delivery 
for those who aren’t feeling well 
and “need their scrips.” 

The pharmacy has also re-
cently become a part of Health-
well Foundation and Pan Foun-
dation, each “help provide 
payment for very expensive 
meds that many patients don’t 
have the money to pay for —
some costing $1,000 per tablet. 
It’s a tool — I can’t promise 
somebody — but it’s a tool that 
could possibly help.” 

The pharmacy has also im-

plemented a program to help 
find the lowest possible drug 
costs and is partnering with 
physician groups to make pre-
scriptions more affordable. 

Fama did recognize that after 
Benzer took over the business, 
suppliers’ contracts were not in 
force and as a result the store 
was not as well supplied as Drug 
World was, but added the store 
is now figuring out exactly what 
items customers miss most and 
restocking them. That includes 
the very popular Yankee Can-
dles, which the company was 
not shipping, so Benzer repre-
sentatives drove directly to the 
factory to obtain a supply. 

“We want customers, so we 
want to get what they want,” 
said Fama.

Store manager Rowe agreed 
that it is sometimes discourag-
ing for customers to come in 
and see empty shelves due to 
supply problems caused by the 
pandemic, but she said things 
are improving, especially in 
terms of toys, jewelry, makeup 
and other Christmas items. 

She said customers looking 
for specific items can call and 
arrange for curbside pickup 
if they prefer not to enter the 
store, adding that Benzer always 
welcomes it when customers 
make suggestions for their in-
ventory. 

As an alternate to online 
shopping, which so many have 
turned to during the pandemic, 
it’s important to remember that 
“local” is a critical word, as in 
the local economy, which aids 
local families, helped by local 
customers shopping at local 
businesses that help employ 
local workers. That local net-
work of pharmacies in the Har-
lem Valley includes McCarthy’s 
Pharmacy in Stanfordville, Pine 
Plains Pharmacy and CVS phar-
macies in Millerton and Dover 
Plains. Check with them all to 
see what goods and services 
they, like Benzer Pharmacy in 
Amenia, offer this holiday sea-
son and throughout the year. 

PHOTO BY KAITLIN LYLE

From left, Benzer Pharmacy store manager Kelly Rowe and Pharmacy Technicians Jennifer 

Beland and Vijay Patel greeted incoming customers from behind the counter.

Amenia Housing Board briefs 

Town Board on its progress

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Town Board 
received an update from the 
Amenia Housing Board at its 
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 3.

Town Board members gath-
ered via videoconference due to 
the coronavirus pandemic; the 
gathering was live streamed on 
the “AmeniaTV” YouTube chan-
nel. The update from the Amenia 
Housing Board was presented by 
Housing Board members Tracy 
Salladay and Leo Blackman.

Salladay explained that the 
Housing Board was appointed 
by the Town Board and set up 
through the town’s zoning code 
to administer and/or oversee 
workforce housing administered 
by developers. Since the board 
isn’t overseeing housing that 
has already been built, she said 
it’s finding it needs to research, 
look at policies and conduct out-
reach to solve housing issues for 
the town. Salladay has observed 
that the town’s zoning code has 
a ranked system that lists income 
as a qualification and a point sys-
tem for certain processions for 
people that either reside or work 
in Amenia.

Salladay reported that the 
Housing Board is looking at how 
housing can revitalize a strug-
gling hamlet and how new in-

fill and renovated buildings can 
create a more lively economy. 
Through its research, Salladay 
said the board learned there are 
three different housing catego-
ries that could be built in Amenia, 
including compact two-to-four 
family structures built as infill 
in the hamlet core; multi-family 
larger scale developments that 
could be built at the town’s four 
gateways; and accessory dwell-
ing units created throughout the 
town that could be created by 
the property owners themselves.

Having done some substantial 
research, Blackman, an architect, 
said the Housing Board has a 
good sense of relevant statistics, 
regional developers, successful 
projects in other communities 
and grant resources, and that it is 
continuing to work with Hudson 
River Housing to assume respon-
sibility for producing workforce 
housing. 

To give the Town Board a 
sense of the Housing Board’s 
next steps, Salladay said it is 

nearly done with an online hous-
ing survey and postcard survey 
that will be sent out to Amenia 
households to gather informa-
tion from local residents regard-
ing their housing needs. Once 
that’s done, she said it would 
like to hold a public meeting to 
introduce the Housing Board to 
the public and share what it has 
learned from the survey. 

Looking ahead, Salladay said 
the board would like to coordi-
nate its efforts with the town’s 
Wastewater Committee and ex-
plore incentives that the town 
can provide. Once it gets a sense 
of those incentives, the board can 
develop its housing goals, which 
would involve assigning a time-
line of a certain number of years 
and the number of units to be 
built within that timeline.

As a Town Board liaison for 
the Housing Board, Councilman 
Damien Gutierrez praised the 
Housing Board for the amount 
of work and research it has con-
ducted for the last few months. 

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 

errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning. Notice 
of such error must be given 
to us after the first run of the 
advertisement.



A4          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, December 17, 2020

MILLBROOK

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, whether in print, digital or web, 

is the perfect gift for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative who is away from 

the Tri-State area but would like to keep up with the local news ... a student away at 

school or college... or anyone who wants to know what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

Give the gift of … News!

Contact Sandra Lang, or send in the form below.
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com

Or go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community Newspapers & Regional News Website

Give a gift subscription!

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FOR:
 The Lakeville Journal       The Millerton News

 Print       Website       Digital  Edition

To: 
Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Town _____________ State ________ Zip __________

Phone Number ________________________________

Email _______________________________________

From: 
Your Name ___________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Town _____________ State ________ Zip __________

Phone Number ________________________________

Email _______________________________________

Your recipient will receive access to the best regional news site with their print subscription gift. 
Be sure to include their email address.

Applicable one year rate
$82 (in county)

$98 (outside county)

You pay only
$62

$74

IN PRINT (includes website)

One year
Website Only    $82

Digital Edition  $82

ONLINE
SAVE

25%

Mail this form to: The Lakeville Journal, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASSMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 North, Falls Village, CT 06031
Mailing: PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546 • 860-435-9873 x608

EARLY 
DEADLINE

Advertising deadline including legal notices,
for the Jan. 7TH issues will be 

THURSDAY, DEC. 24TH, at NOON

Classifi ed line deadline will be
MONDAY, JAN. 4TH, at NOON

NO NEWSPAPERS PRINTED
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31ST

Happy Holidays 
and Happy New Year!

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

Offi ce closed Dec. 25-Jan. 1, 2020

Lakeville, Connecticut  •  860-435-0578

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

Rabbi Hanoch Hecht of Rhinebeck prepared the menorah to be lit in honor of Hanukkah 

at the Thorne Building on Franklin Avenue on Sunday, Dec. 13, an annual tradition.

Annual lighting of the menorah at 

Thorne Building despite COVID-19

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Friday, Dec. 
11, marked the first day of Ha-
nukkah. The Festival of Lights 
lasts for eight days, and is one 
of the most joyous holidays in 
the Jewish faith. 

Hanukkah celebrates the 
rededication of the Second 
Temple of Jerusalem, which 
had been desecrated by enemies. 
Judas Maccabeus, after a three-
year battle to reclaim the temple, 
ordered the temple be rebuilt, 
cleansed and rededicated. He 
mandated each year there be 
a celebration marking the vic-
tory. When he arrived at the 
temple for the rededication, he 
found only enough oil to burn 
for one day. Miraculously, the 
oil burned for eight days until 
new consecrated oil could be 
obtained. Thus, the eight day 
celebration of Hanukkah. 

Eight candles burn in honor 
of the miracle from the me-
norah, plus one extra in the 
middle. The middle candle is 
the helper candle, named the 
knight; this candle and one 
other is lit nightly and each eve-
ning another candle is added 
and lit from the shammash. 

Many families celebrate with 
small gifts on each of the eight 
days. Following tradition, foods 
cooked in oil are served: latkes 
(potato pancakes), doughnuts, 
etc. Gelt, or coins of chocolate 
wrapped in gold-colored foil, 
are given out to remind people 
of the need to be charitable. 

Three blessings are sung or re-
cited at each candle lighting.

On Sunday, Dec. 13, Rabbi 
Henoch Hecht of the Rhinebeck 
Jewish Center, who works with 
Sheldon Loebell each year to 
bring the tradition to Millbrook, 
arrived at the Thorne Build-
ing on Franklin Avenue with a 
small caravan of celebrants from 
Rhinebeck and Red Hook. Some 
cars were decorated with small 
menorahs on their roofs. About 
50 people gathered on the lawn 
of the Thorne Building, stand-
ing in small clusters with their 

families, socially distancing and 
wearing masks due to COVID. 

The rabbi spoke of the event 
as a “super-spreader,” not of CO-
VID-19, but of light. He remind-
ed the crowd that in these dark 
and trying times, there is a need 
for faith and light to be shared. 
He then offered gelt, homemade 
doughnuts in plastic containers 
and prayers.

Mayor-elect Tim Collopy 
lit the shammash, Rabbi Hecht 
then lit five of the nine candles 
on the menorah from that. 

“Despite the circumstances 

and the problems we face, it’s 
wonderful that people can get 
together to celebrate their faith,” 
said outgoing Mayor and soon 
to be Trustee Mike Herzog. “I’m 
thankful that we are being re-
spectful of one another, wearing 
masks and distancing. Maybe 
next year, under different cir-
cumstances, we’ll meet again to 
celebrate this event.”

After lighting the menorah, 
the group sang the dreidel song, 
and departed with hopes that 
next year will be a better year 
for all.

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

Seeing a pattern

The Millbrook Library has more than one display on its walls 

this month. Local author James Warhola stood next to outgo-

ing Millbrook Library Adult Programming Director Diana 

Bontecou, who curated the exhibit, after they successfully 

hung the lovely quilts. The display will be at The Gallery at 

the Millbrook Library through the end of December.

Cuomo extends 

expiration date  

for driver’s licenses

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo shared 
good news with New York 
drivers on Tuesday, Dec. 8.

“Driver’s license expira-
tion dates have been pushed 
back to Jan. 1, 2021. If you 
have a New York State Driv-
er’s License or permit with an 
expiration date after March 1, 
2020, it is still valid until Jan. 
1, 2021,” announced Cuomo 
through his email COVID-19 
update. “This extended an Ex-
ecutive Order that granted 
people whose licenses ex-
pired during the pandemic 
more time to renew.” 

Hopefully this will give 
drivers who were worried 
about going to the DMV right 
now to renew their licenses  
time to do so safely once 
things calm down, and virus 
cases aren’t raging as they are 
at the current moment.  

The Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles (DMV) office in 
Millbrook remains closed at 
this time, as do other DMVs 
in Dutchess County except 
for those in Poughkeepsie 
and Wappinger Falls. Those 

offices are open currently 
by appointment only. The 
Poughkeepsie DMV is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. It can 
be reached at 845-486-2388. 
The Wappinger Falls DMV is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon, and 
from 1 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. It can 
be reached at 845-298-4623. 

Some Dutchess County 
DMV locations have drop 
boxes, including Poughkeep-
sie, located at 22 Market St.; 
Wappinger Falls, located at 29 
Marshall Road; and Millbrook, 
located at 15 Merritt Ave.

Many of the DMV’s forms 
can be obtained and com-
pleted online, to shorten wait 
time in person and lessen 
the time people have to be 
exposed to others during the 
pandemic. Some of the things 
that can be done via mail or 
through the drop box include 
registering or transferring a 
vehicle; surrendering a New 
York State license plate; reg-
istering a boat; and obtaining 
an in-transit permit.

Keep abreast of any up-
coming news regarding the 
New York State Department 
of Motor Vehicles online, at 
www.dutchessny.gov/De-
partments/County-Clerk/de-
partment-of-motor-vehicles.

Town opens bids on generators, discusses 

opening park to non-residents in 2021

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON — Town of 
Washington Supervisor Gary 
Ciferri opened the Thursday, 
Dec. 10, board meeting at its 
newly designated time of 6 p.m. 
The meeting was held on Zoom 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic; 
along with Ciferri were Coun-
cilmen Robert Audia, Stephen 
Turletes and Mike Murphy. 

A resolution to transfer em-
ployees’ unused vacation time 
to 2021 due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic was approved.  
Monthly reports were e-mailed 
to the Town Board and will 
be attached to the December 
minutes. There will be a spe-
cial public hearing on Thurs-
day, Dec. 17, at 6 p.m. about the 
fire contract with the village of 
Millbrook.

A reorganization meeting 
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 
14, at Town Hall at 6 p.m. A 
meeting was scheduled to in-
terview candidates to fill the 
position held late Councilman 
Al DeBonis.

A report from Highway Su-
pervisor Joseph Spagnola was 
read. He reported on ongoing 
work, and was asked about 
winter watch, which calls for 
a worker to come to work at 
2 a.m. Spagnola was asked if 
it was necessary? The board 
learned that winter watch is a 
precautionary measure as the 
Highway Department checks 
the roads for possible problems 
during the winter and predicts 
how the town should prepare 
if bad weather is approaching. 

Spagnola asked to make the 
40-hour work week consist 
of four days a week instead of 
five days a week due to CO-
VID-19 to lessen his workers 
exposure to the virus. Audia 
pointed out that the proposed 
four-day work week amounts 
to 36 hours of work, not 40. It 
also posed another question: If 
the week ran Monday through 
Thursday, and a snow storm 
occurred on a Friday, would 
the crew that came in to work 
during the storm be entitled to 
time and a half?  The board said 
it would like clarification by the 

next meeting.
A proposal was made to 

pay down a Bond Anticipa-
tion Note (BAN) of $29,504.05 
for the town’s loader, bearing 
in mind that the town’s 1995 
truck will probably need to be 
replaced next year. A Highway 
Department resolution accept-
ing a number of proposals from 
Bob Turner was accepted, for a 
number of highway items.

The Recreation Department 
said it needs a decision regard-
ing the 2021 park season. Rec-
reation Director Chelsea Edson 
asked if it should restrict non-
residents and only allow town 
residents to use the park. She 
said that in years when the park 
was open to both residents and 
non-residents, there were times 
when it was overwhelmed, but 

that the staff was able to handle 
the large crowds. The board 
ultimately decided to allow 
non-residents from towns that 
border Washington, and added 
it could change its decision if it 
deemed it best. The board and 
the Recreation Department are 
also thinking about raising its 
yearly recreation fee schedule.

Budget transfers were pre-
sented by Bookkeeper Lois 
Petrone, which the board ap-
proved.  

Councilman Audia made 
a motion to authorize Town 

Clerk Mary Alex to seek bids 
for the Town Hall and the High-
way Garage generators based 
on specifications presented 
that night, with bids due back 
by Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021, at 
noon, to install generators — 
one located at the Town Hall 
and one located at the town ga-
rage. The  generators will need 
to supply an automatic transfer 
of power for both entire build-
ings if there is a power outage 
in either for all four seasons 
throughout the year. 

Councilman Bob Audia 
thanked Kelly Cassinelli for her 
work in clearing, sorting, filing 
and making arrangements to 
open up additional office space 
on the second floor of Town 
Hall. The work allowed for the 
much needed space.

There will be a special public hearing on Thursday, 
Dec. 17, at 6 p.m. about the fire contract with the 
village of Millbrook. A reorganization meeting will 
be held on Thursday, Jan. 14, at Town Hall at 6 p.m. 
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The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, wherever you are

on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
Online worship, Sundays at 10am

www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

Pastor Savage Frieze
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT

Worship services Sundays at 10 am
AT THE PILGRIM HOUSE 

30 GRANITE AVE, CANAAN:
FISHES & LOAVES Food Pantry  

and CLOSETS for clothing  
Tuesdays from 5 to 7  

and Thursdays from noon to 2
www.facebook.com/ 

northcanaancongregational

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9am
Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational 
Church 

 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online sermons.

Bible Study Guides  
also available by request:  

 info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org
Or contact us at 860-364-5002

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL

4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES

8 AM - St. Bernard
10 AM - Sacred Heart
Monday, Tuesday,  

Wednesday & First Friday
9 AM – Sacred Heart
Face masks required

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 9:30 A.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of December 20, 2020

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Greenwoods  
Community Church

355 Clayton Road, Ashley Falls, MA
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Kidz Konnection 
K-6th grade (during Sun. Service)

Nursery Care All Services
Pastor Trip Weiler

413-229-8560
www.greenwoodschurch.com

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
ONLINE

Visit our website for links
     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 

Virtual Sunday service 10:30 AM 
Trinity Lime Rock Facebook page
Virtual Coffee Hour & Bible Study

Rev. Heidi Truax
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627 
www.trinitylimerock.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual service on
Sunday, January 10 at 10:30 a.m. 

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Margaret Laemmel

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 am, 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
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MILLERTON — Mary 
Anna Booth, 90, an 87-year 
resident of Millerton, 
and most recently of 
Rhinebeck, N.Y., died 
peacefully on Dec. 7, 
2020, at The Thomp-
son House where she 
had resided in com-
fort for the past three 
years. She was sur-
rounded by her loving 
caregivers at the time 
of her passing.

Born June 3, 1930, in Sharon, 
she was the daughter of the late 
Henrietta (Perotti) and Henry 
W. Shaffer. She graduated from 
Millerton High School in 1947 
and married Donald T. Booth 
on Aug. 16, 1952, at the Smith-
field Presbyterian Church in 
Amenia. Together for more than 
65 years, Mary and Don oper-
ated the Booth Farm on Mc-
Ghee Hill Road in Millerton, a 
very successful dairy farm that 
had ties with the Town of North 
East for several generations. 

Mary was an avid gardener 
and had a great fondness and 
concern for all animals. 

Mary and Don were well 
known for their devotion to 
family and friends throughout 
their lives. They semi-retired 
from dairy farming in 1990 but 
continued to care for their vast 
property with great pride and 
much love in their later years. 
Mr. Booth died on Dec. 9, 2017.

Mary was a decades-long 
member of the Faith Bible 
Chapel of Shekomeko on Silver 
Mountain Road in Millerton. 

Though small in stature she 
was at times larger than life 
with her “can do” spirit and 
boisterous personality. Fear-
less in making her perspective 
known, she was an iconic per-
sonality to the church fellow-

ship. Mary and Don donated 
the land on which Faith Bible 

Chapel now stands 
and they were both 
personally involved 
in the construction 
phase of the minis-
try in 1998 and 1999 
as well as many other 
ongoing activities. 
Mary worked dili-
gently and could be 
found at every Work 

Day; she was a living example 
of one of the Chapel family’s 
purpose statements: Service Is 
Love in Working Clothes! 

Mary is survived by her sis-
ter, Elinor Duprey of Copake, 
N.Y., and her husband, Robert; 
several loving nieces and neph-
ews, grand-nieces and grand-
nephews and cousins; and many 
dear friends. 

In addition to her parents 
and her beloved husband, Mary 
was also predeceased by her dear 
brother, Henry J. Shaffer; and her 
loving sister, Elizabeth McGhee.

The family would like to 
thank all her friends who vis-
ited her while at The Thomp-
son House and extend a special 
thank you to all Mary’s caregiv-
ers while she was in residence.

Graveside services and buri-
al were held Dec. 12 at Irondale 
Cemetery in Millerton, the Rev.
William Mayhew officiating. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the North East Com-
munity Center Fresh Food Pan-
try, P.O. Box 35, Millerton, NY 
12546; or Millerton Fire Com-
pany, P.O. Box 733, Millerton, 
NY 12546. 

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Scott D. Conklin 
Funeral Home in Millerton. To 
send an online condolence, go 
to www.conklinfuneralhome.
com.

Mary Anna Booth

SHARON — David R. Chase 
Jr., 69, of Amenia Union Road, 
passed peacefully Dec. 4, 2020, 
at home, surrounded by his 
family.

David was born July 18, 
1951, in Sharon, the son of Al-
ice (Cookingham) and David 
Chase Sr. 

David graduated from Oli-
ver Wolcott Technical School. 
He was born and raised on the 
family farm, which he continued 
working on after graduation. 
Farming was David’s passion 
in life. 

He spent many years work-
ing at Lime Rock Park and Sha-
ron Hospital. 

He enjoyed many years vol-
unteering on the Sharon Fire 
Department and Ambulance 
Squad.

Dave shared great times 
at NASCAR races, and was 
the founding father of Camp 
Chase. Growing up a farmer, 
he enjoyed working the Chase 
Farm land his whole life. This 

past summer, David became the 
Dahlia Dad, tending the field in 
his backyard.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Stephanie Chase of North 
Canaan and Allison Chase of 
Dover Plains; his brother, Wal-
lace Chase and his wife, Sheila, 
of Sharon; and his companion, 
Colleen Hurst, of Sharon. He 
leaves behind a niece and neph-
ews, whom he adored. 

He was predeceased by a sis-
ter, Sandra Pilares.

A graveside service was cel-
ebrated Dec. 9 at the Boland 
Cemetery next to the Chase 
Farm. Arrangements are under 
the care of the Kenny Funeral 
Home in Sharon. 

The family would like to 
thank the Smilow Cancer Cen-
ter, especially Dr. Talsania, and 
all the nurses for their caring 
support.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Sharon Volun-
teer Ambulance, P.O. Box 357, 
Sharon, CT 06069.

David R. Chase 

SHARON — Linda Sue Far-
ley Decker, 73, of Sharon died 
with her family by her side on 
Dec. 5, 2020, at Vassar Brothers 
Hospital.

Linda was born Aug. 6, 1947, 
in Sharon, the daughter of Bar-
bara Riley Farley and the late 
James Joseph Farley. 

Linda spent her formative 
years in the Amenia Union sec-
tion of Sharon, utilizing the Ten 
Mile River, various open fields 
and buildings as her playground 
with her five sisters. 

Linda graduated from 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School in 1965. Shortly 
after high school, Linda mar-
ried her high school sweet-
heart, John Decker, on April 
22, 1967, and they moved to 
Fort Hood, Texas, before his 
deployment to Vietnam. They 
returned to Sharon following 
his discharge from the Army. 

Linda spent the early part 
of her career at Multi-Service 
as an account manager and 
later joined Salisbury Bank & 
Trust Company. It was through 
her work at the bank where 
Linda — also known as “Linda 
F” — truly became a pillar of 
the community. Known for her 
affable personality and will-
ingness to help, she embodied 
the “customer is always right” 
mantra and went above and 
beyond to deliver personalized 
attention and care to her com-
munity members. Customers 
often reported feeling a sense 
of comfort seeing Linda on the 
platform, knowing she would 
solve any of their concerns; 
and the employees she super-
vised drew inspiration from 
her patience and support of 
them. 

Linda retired from the bank 
after serving as a Customer 
Service Representative, Assis-
tant Branch Manager, Branch 
Manager and Assistant Vice 
President.

After her retirement, Linda 
took enormous pride in car-

ing for her grandchildren and 
attended every performance, 
game and important event. 

Linda loved the ocean and 
spent many years traveling to 
Plum Island, Virginia Beach, 
and Rhode Island. She often 
remarked there was nothing 
more comforting than going to 
sleep hearing the waves crash. 
Perhaps more than her own 
love of the ocean, she took great 
pleasure watching her grand-
kids frolic in the small waves 
and build sandy structures 
around her.

Linda was loved by all for 
her positive attitude, generous 
spirit, and unflappable devotion 
to her family.

Linda is survived by her 
mother, Barbara; her son, 
Thomas and his wife, Linda; 
her daughter, Tammy and her 
life partner, Dylan; her three 
grandchildren, Nathan John, 
Tyler John and Chloe Mae; her 
step-grandchild, Christopher; 
her five sisters, Diane Rob-
ertson and her husband, Jim, 
Jill Hill and her husband, Joe, 
Jackie Marston and her hus-
band, Richard, Sue Hafford and 
her husband, Ken, and JoAnn 
Brazee; her nieces and neph-
ews, George Jr., Wendy, James, 
Michael, Aaron, Nadia, Bryce, 
Stacey, Jessica, Shannon, Adam 
and William; and many more 
great-nieces and -nephews.

For her many family and 
friends to be able to celebrate 
Linda, the family will hold a 
memorial service in the late 
spring of 2021. 

For her love of Christmas 
and her belief that every child 
should have their Christmas 
wish come true, memorial 
contributions can be sent to 
the Salisbury Family Services 
Holiday Program. Checks can 
be mailed to Salisbury Family 
Services, P.O. Box 379, Salis-
bury, CT 06068.

Arrangements are under 
the care of the Kenny Funeral 
Home in Sharon.

Linda Sue (Farley) Decker

MILLERTON — Barbara 
E. McGhee, 84, a 55-year resi-
dent of Millerton and 
most recently of Salis-
bury, since 2008, died 
peacefully on Dec. 8, 
2020, at Geer Nurs-
ing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in North 
Canaan. Barbara 
worked for Delson’s 
Dept. Store in Miller-
ton for 12 years prior 
to becoming a Certi-
fied Nursing Assistant at Noble 
Horizons in Salisbury, Conn., 
where she retired with 17 years 
of dedicated service. 

Born July 19, 1936 in Sharon, 
Conn., she was the daughter of 
the late Burnis and Catherine 
(Murphy) Cole. She attended 
Immaculate Conception School 
in Amenia, N.Y., and married 
James D. McGhee on August 22, 
1954 at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Amenia. Mr. Mc-
Ghee died May 26, 2010. 

Barbara volunteered at 
Sharon Hospital for many 
years and was a hospice volun-
teer at Sharon for over seven 
years. 

She was an avid gardener 
and enjoyed listening to Big 
Band and Swing music in her 
spare time. 

For many years she partici-
pated in the Berkshire Women’s 

Bowling League and she also 
loved animals. Her kindness 

and thoughtfulness 
will be remembered 
by all those who knew 
and loved her. 

Barbara is survived 
by her sister-in-law, 
Carol Cole of Clifton 
Park, N.Y.; and several 
nieces and nephews 
and many friends. 

In addition to her 
parents and her be-

loved husband, Jim, she was 
predeceased by her sister, Mar-
garet Burgoon of Voorheesville, 
N.Y.; and two brothers, Burnis 
Cole of Clifton Park and Robert 
Cole of Ancramdale.

Private graveside services 
and burial took place Dec. 10 
at Irondale Cemetery in Miller-
ton, the Rev. Robert K. Wilson 
officiating. 

A memorial Mass in Bar-
bara’s honor will be held in the 
future at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Amenia.  

Memorial contributions may 
be made to The Corner Food 
Pantry, P.O. Box 705, Lakeville, 
CT 06039. 

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Scott D. Conklin 
Funeral Home in Millerton. To 
send an online condolence to 
the family, go to www.conklin-
funeralhome.com.

Barbara E. McGhee

WEST CORNWALL — 
Patricia “Patty” Preston, 81, 
of West Cornwall, 
devoted and loving 
wife of Jack Preston, 
passed away on Dec. 
7, 2020. Patty was 
preceded in death by 
her parents, Corinne 
and John White; and 
her brother Jack 
White and his wife, 
Gerri, of Torrington.

Patty was born 
April 14, 1939. She graduated 
from Torrington High School 
and attended Bay Path Junior 
College in Longmeadow, Mass. 

She enjoyed working as a 
secretary at Sanford & Sons in 
Brunswick, Mass., and most of 
all at Cornwall Consolidated 
School, where she had many 
friends and loved seeing the 
children. 

Patty was active in Corn-
wall organizations, St. Bridget’s 
Church, Cornwall Civic Club 
and Girl Scouts.

Most of all, Patty loved 
spending time with her sweet-

heart, Jack. 
They enjoyed sev-

eral years vacation-
ing together at their 
home in Falmouth, 
Mass. 

Patty is survived by 
her loving husband, 
Jack, of 60 years; 
her three daughters, 
Robin, Debbie and 
Kim and her husband, 

Norm Dube; her three grand-
children, Kyle, Katherine and 
Ryan; and a great-grandson.

Due to COVID-19, the im-
mediate family will gather for 
a graveside service. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to a charity 
of your choice.

Jack would like to thank the 
staff at Geer Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center for their care 
and support. Arrangements are 
under the care of the Kenny Fu-
neral Home in Sharon.

Patricia A. Preston

NORTH CANAAN — Anita 
J. (Beltran) Gil, 104, of Quinn 
Street in Wangum Village, died 
Dec. 10, 2020, at the Geer Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center 
in North Canaan. She was the 
widow of Raymond Gil.  

Anita was born May 13, 1916, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., daughter of 
the late Anna (Cox) and Henry 
Beltran.

Anita was employed by the 
New York Telephone Company 
as an operator until her retire-
ment.  

She was a vibrant indepen-
dent lady who was still living 
at her apartment in Wangum 
Village up to her time at Geer.

Anita was the devoted moth-
er of Peter Gil of Brooklyn and 
the late George Gil; grand-
mother of Michael, Kevin and 
Mary; and great-grandmother 
of Pierce. She is also survived 
by her sister, Josephine Galvin.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 19, 
at 11 a.m. in Church of St. Patrick 
in Huntington, N.Y. Burial will 
follow in Pine Lawn Cemetery 
in Farmingdale, N.Y.  

Memorial donations may 
be sent to Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Research.  

Arrangements are under the 
care of the Newkirk-Palmer Fu-
neral Home in North Canaan.

Anita J. (Beltran) Gil
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COUNTY NEWS

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Please take notice that the 
organizational meeting for the 
Pine Plains Fire District of the 
Town of Pine Plains, County 
of Dutchess, New York, will be 
held on the 5th day of January, 
2021, at 7 o’clock P.M. on that 
day at the firehouse, 7 Lake 
Road, Pine Plains, NY.

By order of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the

Pine Plains Fire District.
 Secretary

Heather Lamont
Pine Plains Fire District

12-17-20

Legal Notice
The Board of Trustees of the 

Evergreen Cemetery Inc. have 
scheduled a lot owners and 
general business meeting on 
December 19, 2020 at 9:00 am.

The meeting will be held 
at the American Legion Post 
#426 located at 9 North Main 
Street, Pine Plains, NY 12567.

12-10-20
12-17-20

TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH EAST

NOTICE OF
SPECIAL MEETING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that the Annual Organizational 
Meeting of the North East 
Town Board for the year 
2021 will be held on Monday, 
January 4, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
at the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library Annex, 28 Century 
Boulevard, Millerton, New 
York.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER 
NOTICE that, in case of 
cancellation due to inclement 
w e a t h e r,  t h e  A n n u a l 
Organizational Meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, January 
5, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
NorthEast-Millerton Library 
Annex, 28 Century Boulevard, 
Millerton, New York.

The audience will be limited 
based on social distancing 
rules. Attendees must wear 
a mask.

The meeting will also 
be via “Zoom” and anyone 
wishing to attend should 
contact the Town Clerk at 
northeasttown@taconic.net 
to request the videoconference 
link and password.

The videoconference will 
be recorded and a transcript 
of the meeting will be made 
available at a later date. Dated: 
December 11, 2020.

BY ORDER OF THE 
NORTH EAST TOWN 

BOARD
Gail J. Wheeler, Town of 
North East Town Clerk

 12-17-20

Legal notice
Notice of formation of 6 

WEST STREET PAWLING, 
LLC; Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
11/06/2020; Office located 
in Dutchess County; SSNY 
is designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served; SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any such process 
served to: The LLC, 10 West 
Street, Pawling, NY 12589; 
Purpose is any lawful act or 
activity.

11-26-20
12-03-20
12-10-20
12-17-20
12-24-20
01-07-21

SHARON — Vivian Claire 
Sullivan died peacefully on Dec. 
12, 2020, surrounded 
by loved ones. 

The daughter of 
William and Isabel 
Graham, Vivian was 
born July 23, 1919. 

She married Rich-
ard Sullivan on Aug. 
27, 1939. While vaca-
tioning in Connecticut 
in 1969, they decided 
to buy property for a retirement 
home. They built a lovely house 
in Sharon on picturesque Ford 
Pond, adjacent to the Sharon 
Audubon, which they called “A 
Wild Goose Chase” because of 
all the wildlife they appreciat-
ed seeing each day. They were 
weekenders until 1973, when 
Vivian decided to retire. Vivian 
worked for New York Telephone 
Company for 35 years and re-
tired from a management posi-
tion at the main office in Man-
hattan.

Vivian will be remembered 
for her commitment to her com-
munity. She served as a volun-
teer and treasurer of the Sharon 
Hospital Auxiliary and the Bar-
gain Barn. In 1973, she joined 
the Sharon Woman’s Club and 
served as treasurer for many 
years. As a member of St. Ber-
nard’s R.C. Church, she acted as 
a volunteer bookkeeper for 30 
years and was awarded the St. 
Joseph Medal of Appreciation 
by Archbishop Cronin for her 
years of service to the church. 

Vivan was a passionate trav-
eler. She went to Italy on her first 
trip to Europe. In 1975, with her 
sister, they took their mother to 
Scotland, England and Ireland 

to celebrate her 75th birthday. 
Her mother had been born in 

Scotland and came to 
the U.S. in 1909 with 
family and never went 
back.

When Richard 
retired, they made 11 
trips to their favorite 
location, the beautiful 
country of Ireland, 
until he died in 1993.  
With a friend, she 

made seven trips to many other 
countries in Europe.

In 2013, Vivian sold her 
home in Sharon and moved to 
a cottage at Noble Horizons 
in Salisbury. She raved about 
the excellent care she received 
there from the staff. Vivian was 
an avid reader and bridge player. 
She was a member of the Sharon 
Duplicate Bridge Club. 

Friends will always remem-
ber Vivian as uniquely smart, 
lovable, wise, caring and irre-
placeable. Her positive attitude 
was legendary. She faced life 
with courage and determination. 

Vivian is survived by her sis-
ters, Gloria White of Charlotte, 
N.C., and Madeline Parsons of 
Winston-Salem, N.C.; and three 
nieces and four nephews.

A Mass of Christian burial 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 19, 
at 11 a.m. in St. Bernard’s R.C. 
Church in Sharon. Burial will 
follow in St. Bernard’s Cemetery 
in Sharon. 

Memorial donations may be 
sent to either St. Bernard’s R.C. 
Church or the Sharon Woman’s 
Club, P.O. Box 283, Sharon, CT 
06069. Arrangements are under 
the care of the Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home in North Canaan.

Vivian Claire Sullivan

More obituaries appear on Page A5

Dutchess County adopts 2021 budget

By KAITLIN LYLE

kaitlinl@millertonnews.com

DUTCHESS COUNTY — 
Though much of the future 
remains uncertain because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Dutchess County Legislature 
felt sure of the county’s financial 
planning as it adopted the 2021 
budget on Thursday evening, 
Dec. 3.

With total appropriations 
calculated at $501,832,097, next 
year’s budget offers a workforce 
reduction with no layoffs, a re-
duction in the property tax rate 
from $3.26 to $3.18 per $1,000 of 
true valued assessments, a reduc-
tion in county spending by $18.5 
million (or 3.6%) and a property 
tax levy reduction for the seventh 
consecutive year. 

That was managed while 
maintaining existing services 
and programs. The budget also 
features several new initiatives 
that address youth services, po-
lice reform, homelessness and 
housing. Some focus on provid-

ing eviction prevention resourc-
es, rental support programming, 
training for high-quality day care 
providers and funding for pro-
cedural justice, implicit bias and 
crisis intervention training. The 
county is still trying to deal with 
the impact the pandemic has had, 
and the 2021 budget includes 
money for critical staffing and 
other resources, according to a 
press release from County Ex-
ecutive Marc Molinaro’s office.

Several legislative amend-
ments were made during the 
budgeting process this year, in-
cluding, among other changes, a 
$10,112 increase to the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office to re-
store funding to the Dutchess 
County Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
(DCSPCA); a $350,000 increase 
to the county’s Department of 
Planning and Development’s 
Agency Partnership Grant (APG) 
program; a $210,000 increase to 
its Department of Community 
and Family Services; a $287,112 
cut to its jail for inmate health 

Sheriff Anderson spends half a 

century keeping the county safe

services after its vendor contract 
was renegotiated due to fewer 
inmates at the jail; and a $7,500 
increase to the Board of Elec-
tions to provide additional fund-
ing support at polling sites. The 
changes were funded after the 
county decreased its projected 
interest requirements for serial 
bonds and by reducing its con-
tingency funding, according to 
the county executive’s office.

The 2021 budget was adopted 
when the Dutchess County Leg-
islature met on Thursday, Dec. 3, 
with a 16-8 majority vote.

When asked how budgeting 
for next year was impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Chair-
man of the Dutchess County 
Legislature, Gregg Pulver (R-
19), former long-time Pine Plains 
town supervisor, said, “It was al-
ways in everybody’s minds — we 
took COVID very seriously in 
the budget process both in the 
2020 budget, which we tried to 
realize how we had to cut back as 
much as possible, and of course 
moving into the 2021 budget.”

Pulver added that the coun-
ty was able to save significant 
amounts of money through 
early retirements and by not fill-
ing certain vacancies in county 
positions. 

“I think all in all it went very 
well,” he said, “we’re very proud 
of the county workers that are 
digging deep to make this pro-
cess happen. Every dollar we 
looked at in this budget, and the 
county executive and his team 
put it together and it’s a lot better 
than a lot of other counties are 
facing and we’re proud of that.”

Molinaro spoke about how he 
felt the budget was impacted by 
the pandemic in a recent press 
release.

“As we work together to face 
the challenges left in the wake of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic, this budget allows us to pro-
vide the support and services to 
our residents without adding any 
taxpayer burden,” he stated. “I am 
particularly grateful to our dedi-
cated county employees — while 
there is much work ahead, every 
one of them is ready to rise to the 
challenge with their continued 
commitment to public service. 
Together with the County Leg-
islature, we share a vision of a 
strong Dutchess County com-
munity that will overcome this 
pandemic and be stronger for the 
challenge.”

With the legislative amend-
ments included, the adopted 2021 
budget was sent to Molinaro for 
his review and signature. On 
Monday, Dec. 14, the Legislature 
met and adopted the tax levy.

Additionally, members of the 
Legislature’s Republican Caucus 
donated their $500 salary in-
creases, which were already pre-
decided for 2021, to Dutchess 
County charities.  

The 2021 Dutchess County 
budget can be found online at 
www.dutchessny.gov/budget.

POUGHKEEPSIE — On the 
first of December, the top law 
enforcement officer in Dutchess 
County, Sheriff Adrian “Butch” 
Anderson, was honored for 50 
years of service.                         

Sheriff Anderson began his 
five-decade long career with the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office 
on Dec. 1, 1970, as a uniformed 
Deputy Sheriff before “rising 
through the ranks” and being 
elected to his first term as sheriff 
in 2000, an office he continues to 
hold today, 20 years later. 

This impressive milestone 
was celebrated on Tuesday, 
Dec. 1, with both a caravan of the 
sheriff’s friends and family from 
Pawling to the Law Enforcement 
Center in Poughkeepsie, where 
there was a small but much ap-
preciated building dedication 
ceremony. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic the ceremony was 
brief and only a few attended. 
Among those who did attend 
was Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro, who described 
Sheriff Anderson as “dedicated, 
respectful, compassionate and 

honorable.”
The county executive added 

that “On behalf of the men and 
women of the Dutchess County 
Sheriff’s Office, the people of 
Dutchess County and every-
one who has been impacted by 
Sheriff Anderson, we thank him 
for everything that he has done 
over the last 50 years to make 
Dutchess County a better place.”  

— Whitney Joseph

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DUTCHESS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro, left, was among 

those who attended a small service in Poughkeepsie honor-

ing Dutchess County Sheriff Adrian “Butch” Anderson on 

Tuesday, Dec. 1, for his 50 years of service.
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PINE PLAINS/AREA

Just like Thanksgiving, we’ve got you  
covered from Christmas Eve dinner,  

Christmas breakfast, to cookie platters.

Stop in today to order  
The Round III

5523 Route 22, Millerton, NY 12546
Or call 518-592-1240

Breakfast served all day

Smithfield Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd. Amenia

Christmas Eve Service at 7:30 pm
Attendance limited to 25 units

MUST reserve seats by calling Clerk at 917-603-7019
Masks Required 

Or attend by Zoom, visit website
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

Town Board OKs line 

adjustment correction 

in 2021 town budget

PINE PLAINS — The Pine 
Plains Town Board held an 
extremely brief meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 7, for the 
purpose of approving a line 
adjustment correction in the 
town’s 2021 budget and then 
re-approving the budget.

Sharing the 2021 budget 
document with her fellow 
Town Board members so they 
could see where the error had 
been made, town Supervisor 
Darrah Cloud said the fiscal 
document will remain the 
same with no change to the 
town’s tax levies. 

On a later date, she at-
tributed the error to a cleri-
cal problem with her Excel 
spreadsheet, not to adding 
or subtracting any new bud-
get lines. This was an error 
Cloud said she noticed after 
the Town Board passed next 
year’s budget on Monday, 
Nov. 2.

The town supervisor ex-
plained that Town Engineer 
Ray Jurkowski had originally 
laid out his budget with ad-
ditional money in the tax levy 
that shouldn’t have been in 
the tax levy but instead 
should have been in his fund 
balance. In other words, she 
said the figure should have 
been in a different location 
in the budget but was erro-
neously put in the tax levy 
and added into the budget’s 
numbers. The numbers have 
since been corrected in the 
final town budget. 

Following a brief dialogue, 
the board unanimously voted 
to accept the changes and 
then re-approve the 2021 
budget. The board’s Dec. 7 
meeting can now be viewed 
online, on the “Town of Pine 
Plains” YouTube channel.

— Kaitlin Lyle

PINE PLAINS — The Sey-
mour Smith Intermediate 
Learning Center campus was 
bursting with Christmas cheer 
on Friday, Dec. 11, as the Pine 
Plains Elementary PTA hosted a 
Jingle All The Way, Thru holiday 
drive-thru parade for district 
students and their families. 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., a 
steady stream of students and 
their families navigated their 
cars through the Seymour Smith 
parking lot, where holiday dis-
plays of all shapes and sizes were 
set up, featuring different tradi-
tions from the holiday season. 

From the holiday-themed 
banners hanging off the fence 
surrounding the playing fields 
to the Hanukkah station to Bee 
Bee the Clown’s Mrs. Claus 
station to the Grinch driving 
an ATV, the parade offered an 
abundance of holiday cheer for 
those driving along the parade 
route. 

School district staff and 
families also pitched in, adding 
to the festivities by decorating 
their vehicles and waving to 
those passing by. Some of the 
participants handed out treats 
and others dressed up for the 
occasion. 

As spectators made their 
way through the parade, the 
Pine Plains Elementary PTA 
encouraged students and their 
families to consider writing let-
ters to residents in local nursing 
homes; the PTA even provided a 
drop box for any outgoing holi-
day cheer.

— Kaitlin Lyle

Jingle All The Way, Thru parade

PHOTOS BY KAITLIN LYLE

With help from their families, 

members of the Pine Plains Central 

School District’s Transportation De-

partment waved to families driving 

by a brightly decorated school bus.

From left, with that timeless tune, “Grand-

ma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” playing 

out of their car’s speakers, Jaylen, Teyden 

and Alyssia Beliveau paid homage to the 

holiday song by decorating their Jeep as 

a reindeer with Maliah (front and center) 

playing the role of Grandma.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Santa Zooms with Ancram children

Santa knows all — even how to keep himself and the chil-

dren who love him safe in the days of COVID-19. But he 

also knows how important it is for EVERYONE to listen to 

children, so he asked his elves to set up a special command 

center at the North Pole where he could Zoom with the 

children of the Roe Jan Library on Saturday, Dec. 12. Each 

virtual visitor had five minutes with their favorite elf in red 

to share their secret wishes for Christmas. Santa, in turn, 

sent a special “Ho, Ho, Ho” to all who made the visit possible. 

Emilia Ross waved to those passing 

by, along with her mother, Pine Plains 

Transportation Supervisor Lauren Ross, 

and her King Cavalier, Samantha.

Correction

Last week’s article about the 
Crafts for a Cause sale listed 
contacts for the Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Association. 
It listed the late Adrienne Citrin, 
who has sadly passed away. We 
regret the oversight.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Tia Maggio is the new children’s and youth services librarian 

at the Roe Jan Library in Copake. Also a professional artist, 

Maggio promises to bring plenty of creative inspiration to 

her new job.

New Roe Jan children’s librarian  

seeks to join reading, nature and art

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

COPAKE — Santa brought 
an early gift to the children of 
the Roeliff Jansen Community 
Library in the form of its new 
Children’s and Youth Services 
Librarian Tia Maggio, with 25 
years experience. Maggio is also 
a professional artist with plenty 
of creative ideas.

Highly energetic, Maggio has 
the perfect mind set to work with 
children. She said she is “not be-
ing afraid to be silly — to be on 
their level. 

“Never have I talked down to 
a child,” said Maggio. “I always 
feel that we are at the same 
level… I just love — love them 
— and I love the innocence of 
them. And to be an adult it’s nice 
to keep that innocence in you to 
carry with you and spread the 
joy that way.”

Intimidated by libraries and 
reading as a child, Maggio is 
anxious to be sure the library is 
accessible and inviting. 

Recognizing multiple learn-
ing styles, Maggio said she enjoys 
combining props and artistic ele-
ments with books, “which helps 
children absorb the information 
from the source,” be it funny or 
dramatic. 

“Children are such sponges,” 
she said, “and every age has its 
wonderfulness.”

Maggio plans to duplicate 
some of the techniques she used 
previously, including engaging 
young listeners during story hour 
activities with music and oppor-
tunities for plenty of movement. 
A favorite is “yogurt breathing,” 
which features different flavors 
tied to different movements. She 
said, when “blueberry” is called, 
children wrap themselves into 
a ball. For chocolate “they bang 
the floor with their hands and 
feet and get their wiggles out 
and then are quiet as a mouse. 
I can’t wait to do that with chil-
dren again.”

She has introduced artists 
to the children by combining 

books about them with a series 
of art projects emulating their 
styles, presenting some of her 
own artwork as an example of 
what the children could produce 
themselves.

She is particularly delighted 
by the library’s proximity to 
nature as she plans to incorpo-
rate those elements with more 
outdoor activities, including 
increasing the locally popular 
Story Walks. Another local fa-
vorite, “For the Birds” project 
combines cranberries, popcorn, 
peanut butter and pine cones to 
create lovely garland bird feed-
ers that decorated trees around 
the library.

For the holidays, the library 
provided gingerbread house kits 
for completion at home.

Maggio is still in the process 
of familiarizing herself with all of 
the available selections at the Roe 
Jan Library, with an eye toward 
expansion.

“I would love to increase the 
collection here and revive some 
of the classics,” she said, “that 
should just be a library staple. 
My antenna is up at the moment 
to see what we have and what  
we can inject into the collection.”

She noted the library is always 
open to suggestions from library 
patrons. 

Originally from Brooklyn, 

Maggio recently returned to her 
family’s home base compound, 
Mayflower Farm, in South Egre-
mont, Mass., where her brother 
raises sheep and where she spent 
her teenage years before studying 
at Pratt Institute, the University 
at Massachusetts and Catholic 
University. 

During a lengthy stint in Vir-
ginia, where she worked with 
both children and adults in a 
large library system, Maggio 
continued her art career while 
raising two children, a son who 
works with the Washington 
Nationals baseball team and an 
educator daughter, who is cur-
rently in Brooklyn completing 
the family’s “circle of life.”

At the library, COVID-19 pro-
tocol involves a mask require-
ment and social distancing, with 
no more than eight patrons al-
lowed at one time. 

Currently, story hours on 
Zoom are Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 
and are accessed at www.roejan-
library.org, which also lists other 
activities. 

For more information, call 
518-325-4101. Roeliff Jansen 
Community Library serves the 
communities of Ancram, Copake 
and Hillsdale. 

To view Maggio’s artwork, go 
to www.tiamaggio.com.

Christmas Eve 

Zoom service

COPAKE FALLS — A 
Christmas Eve Service is 
being offered by Zoom at 
the Church of St. John in 
the Wilderness in Copake 
Falls, on Thursday, Dec. 24, 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Call for the Zoom link: 
518-329-3674.

Assistance with 

emergency food

PINE PLAINS — Both 
food pantries in town — 
Willow Roots at 23 North 
Main St., 518-751-0164, and 
the Pine Plains Community 
Food Locker at 3023 Church 
St. (Route 199), 518-398-7273 
— are helping people who 
can’t afford food. 

AREA IN BRIEF
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HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, HANDBAGS,
WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock, Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft,
Vionic, French Sole, Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

25 North Main Street
Kent, CT 06757
860-927-0009
Mon-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5
sundogshoe@aol.com

27 N. Main Street
Kent, CT 06757

#ThePaintedCan

Chalk Paint®
Workshops

Holiday Gifts
& More

CELEBRATING 42 YEARS

1976 2018

10 North Main Street
860-927-4104

K
EN

T’S LITERARY LANDM
ARK

H

O
USE OF BOOKS

Books • Journals
Puzzles • Games

Toys • Music
Art Supplies

Greeting Cards

Holiday Shopping!

NEW
LOCATION

5 Bridge Street
Kent, CT 860-927-3377

Tasting Chandon
The North Face * Toad and Co. * Woolrich

Jewelry by Riverstone * Local Foods * Unique Inventory
Nostalgic Candy

Stop by the Swift House, at  the
intersection of Rts. 7 & 341, or
at Kent Kitchen Works, 6 Kent
Green Blvd.,  to pick up your
flute, map and get your hand

stamped. Then you are on your
way to tasting more than 30

sparkling wines, enjoying
appetizers and getting some

holiday shopping done!

Enter your name to win one
of three great bottles of

champagne.

$22 in advance
(kentstroll.com)
$25 at the door

Starts at 4pm
Fri. & Sat.

Chic Boutique
Let us bring our the “Fashionista”

in you.

Chic with a
Little Bit of Funk

Kent Town Center
25 Main Street, Kent

860-927-3780

25 North Main St, Kent, CT
Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5

860-927-0009 
sundogshoe@aol.com

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, 

HANDBAGS, WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock,
 Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft, Vionic, Aetrex, 
Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

10 Gay Street Sharon, CT
860-364-2004 
jamfoodshop@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week
9 - 4 pm

Grab n’ Go

Soups 

Salads 

Entrees

Quiche 

Ready to 
go dinners

1 John Street PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
www.crownenergycorp.com

Full Service Department

14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-0209
danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

Environmentally Friendly     
3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545      www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

• 24 Hour Towing
• Aluminum and Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Comlete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories 

Environmentally Friendly www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

3718 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

• 24 Hour Towing
• Aluminum and Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Comlete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories 

Environmentally Friendly www.WesAutobodyWorks.com

• 24 Hour Towing 
   Aluminum & Steel Welding
• Insurance Claims
• Complete Auto Body Repair
• 4x4 Truck Accessories

BUILDING • REMODELING
PAINTING • RESTORATIONBUILDING • REMODELING

PAINTING • RESTORATION

wolves were shot or run over.
The zoo currently has two 

red wolves. Luna, who had her 
last litter of wolves there in the 
spring of 2012, is now too old to 
reproduce. One of the six pups 
from that litter, Clifford, who is 
blind, is still at the Trevor Zoo. 
Some wolves inherit a gene 
that causes blindness. Two of 
Clifford’s siblings were sent to 
live in the World Reserve Wolf 
Sanctuary in Salem, N.Y. 

The breeding habitat, which 
will be built over the winter, will 
cost $38,000; the grant will pay 
for half of that, $19,000. Much 
of the money will go toward 
fencing, which will be done by  
Adams Fencing out of Pough-
keepsie. After completion of the 
habitat, the zoo will acquire a 
pair of breeding wolves. 

Construction on the build-
ing has already begun; it’s go-
ing slowly due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Donations are still 
needed and welcome. Aside 
from the grant and donations, 
the remainder of the cost will 
come out of the zoo’s budget.

Wolves are a keystone spe-
cies; they are needed to balance 
the ecosystem as they keep the 
population of grazing animals 
down. Grazing animals eat a lot 
of vegetation around watering 
areas. This can actually, over 
time, change the course of how 
rivers flow, and change the grass-
es and vegetation that depend on 
river banks to flourish. 

Once red wolves were plenti-
ful, with more than hundreds of 
thousands of wolves roaming ar-
eas from Key West, Fla., to New 
York State, west to Oklahoma. 

As land was settled and farmed, 
wolves became a nuisance and 
were killed off in large numbers. 
They also lost much of the habi-
tat that kept them safe and able 
to breed. Today there are fewer 
than nine red wolves reportedly 
left in the wild. 

The Recovery Challenge 
Grant was established to en-
hance and increase partnerships 
with agencies and organizations 
implementing high priority re-
covery actions for federally listed 
endangered and threatened spe-
cies, and in particular for genet-
ically-sound breeding, rearing 
and reintroduction programs. 

The Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 authorizes the use 
of federal financial assistance to 
encourage states and other in-
terested parties to develop and 
maintain conservation programs 
to safeguard the nation’s heritage 
in fish, wildlife and plants for the 
benefit of all citizens.

The work on the breeding 
habitat will continue throughout 
the winter, and hopefully spring 
will bring a pair of adult breeding 
wolves to make use of it. 

The work to bring back the 
red wolf population is long, ar-
duous and expensive, but the 
balance of the ecosystem is de-
pendent on every species being 
allowed to do its part. Trevor 
Zoo is doing its part to help make 
that happen. 

At this time, people can visit 
the zoo in limited numbers or 
check it out online at www.mill-
brook.org/trevor-zoo-home or  
live on Facebook and YouTube. 

For more information, call 
845-677-3704.

together has its benefits.
“I am a strong proponent of 

shared services when they meet 
the needs of the community,” 
she said. “As you know, the vil-
lage of Millerton and the town 
of North East currently engage 
in a shared services program for 
the recreation program and the 
police department. Sharing space 

for a highway garage is just one 
more instance where these two 
municipalities have found a way 
to work together. I think it is im-
portant anytime government can 
find a way to share and conserve 
resources to the benefit of the 
residents and taxpayers in a com-
munity they have an obligation 
to do so.”

look for other sources of fund-
ing, including from the county. 
“I should immediately say it’s 
thanks to the hard work and 
initiative of Assemblymember 
Didi Barrett, who nominated 
us for this grant, probably two 
or three months ago. That did 
happen pretty quickly. There are 
still many steps that one has to go 
through before we actually see 
the actually financial support.”

That’s because, as Barrett 
explained it, the grant is a reim-
bursement grant, which means 
the work must be done and the 
funds spent before the town gets 
the money. The grant itself comes 
through State and Municipal 
funds, making it a SAM grant. 
It’s a complicated process, go-
ing through the Ways and Means 
staff and processed by the New 
York State Dormitory Author-
ity. Barrett said the project was 
likely favored because it was a 
joint services project, something 
“the governor has been encour-
aging,” she said, which she was 
“very happy to recommend and 
delighted for it to go through.”

The assemblymember added 
such joint projects don’t occur 
as often as one might think, and 
with Millerton and North East 
actually being adjoining munic-
ipalities, the logistics couldn’t 
have worked out better. 

“This is a natural fit for that,” 

she said. “And if you can get two 
municipalities to benefit from 
one grant, it’s a win-win-win. 
It’s a win for each of them and a 
win for the State of New York.”

“I cannot express enough 
my sincere appreciation to As-
semblyperson Didi Barrett for 
her work to secure this grant,” 
said Millerton Mayor Debbie 
Middlebrook. “Without support 
in the form of grants from the 
state and the county, this proj-
ect would not have been able to 
move forward.”

Taking advantage of rates

But it’s the town and village 
that are the real winners here. 
Especially the town, which is the 
municipality that’s pursuing the 
grants and in charge of construc-
tion and heading up the project. 
Kennan said he’s not wasting any 
time; he’s pursuing more funding 
options, as interest rates are at a 
rock-bottom low right now due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

“At some point we’ll be look-
ing to bond the remainder of 
this. One of reasons I want to 
continue to move as quickly as 
possible on this is that interest 
rates are very low,” he said. “The 
BAN [bond anticipation note] we 
have is at a 0.95% interest rate 
— we have bonds out at the mo-
ment at 3.5%; to find something 
less than a third of that is really 
great. Interest rates are low at the 

moment. That’s one of  the things 
I want to take advantage of. In-
terest rates have been fairly low 
recently, but COVID has made 
them even lower.”

The need is real 

And, of course, the current 
town highway garage, which is 
still in use, can’t hold out much 
longer. Located at 11 South Cen-
ter St., Kennan said “the cinder 
blocks are coming apart” in the 
100-year-old building, adding 
“it’s not tall enough for the equip-
ment to come inside during the 
winter; it’s decrepit, it’s falling 
apart  — it’s inadequate.”

Even Barrett expressed con-
cern about the building’s safety.” 

“The old garage is barely 
standing,” she said, adding it’s 
also an environmental hazard 
as salt from the salt shed leaches 
into the Webatuck Creek it’s ad-
jacent to.

“I feel this project is moving 
forward at an even better than 
expected pace due in part to the 
strong efforts by former town 
Supervisor George Kaye and 
current town Supervisor Chris 
Kennan,” added Middlebrook. 
“Both understood the necessity 
of a new highway garage for 
environmental concerns as well 
as the need to replace a deterio-
rating physical building that no 
longer could meet the needs of 
our community.”

Nice to focus on the positive

When asked how it felt to be 
the bearer of good news in a year 
filled with so much sadness, the 
assemblymember said it was a 
welcome change. She clarified, 
though, that it was actually Ken-
nan who called to tell her about 
the grant award.

“We’ve been so challenged on 
the front lines these last months, 
so I’m delighted to be a part of 
something positive and upbeat 
for parts of the community,” she 
said. “This whole experience rep-
resenting my district has been so 
heartbreaking; all you want to do 
is help people and road blocks 
keep being thrown in your face, 
so it’s really nice to have some 
good news for our communities. 
He was so delighted — it was so 
nice to hear that.” 

Kennan added while shared 
projects like the joint highway 
garage are often “compelling,” 
they don’t always happen. He’s 
glad this one did, though, and 
said there are many incentives to 
pursue similar projects, including 
saving money and being more 
efficient. Fostering positive com-
munity relations is another.

“I think one of things I am re-
ally proud of is we have an excel-
lent working relationship with 
the village these days,” said the 
town supervisor.

Middlebrook agreed working 

distance learning; guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and the 
Dutchess County Department of 
Health (DOH) that schools aren’t 
considered super spreaders; and 
the number of school districts in 
Dutchess County that are bounc-
ing between opening and closing 
their schools due to COVID-19. 
Castellani added the fair warn-
ing given about a potential spike 
in COVID-19 cases this winter.

“There is no right or wrong 
answer,” he said. “There’s no an-
swer that everyone is going to 
be happy with 100%, but I open 
it to the board for their input in 
regards to guidance on moving 
forward with opening school.”

Considering how problematic 
it’s been to open and close schools 
during the pandemic and the re-
cent warning about a COVID-19 

spike in Dutchess County, BOE 
member Jay Newman wondered 
if the more prudent option would 
be to remain remote until the 
next semester. 

Weighing her dual roles as a 
parent and a BOE member, Nikki 
Johnson spoke of disruption at 
the elementary school level. She 
said as since there are so few 
school days left until Christmas 
is it worth it to send students back 
on campus and then pull them 
right out again? 

Also juggling her roles as a 
BOE member and the parent 
of a first-grader, Jessica Deister 
weighed the challenges of open-
ing and closing schools, while 
BOE member Chris Mayville 
said it’s a matter of having enough 
staff.

Having contracted COVID-19 
himself, BOE member Christo-

pher Lounsbury said “kids will 
adapt to just about anything,” sug-
gesting the board base its deci-
sion on whatever offers the best 
education at this time — remote  
or in-person teaching. 

BOE member Rick Keller-
Coffey inquired about students 
returning to class in certain 
grades. Castellani said students 
in pre-k through fourth grade 
would return Friday, Dec. 18, and 
spend four days in school before 
the holiday break. Keller-Coffey 
said how tough going back and 
forth between opening and clos-
ing can be. He said it would be 
great for middle and high school 
students to revert to hybrid.

“Having listened, I think ob-
viously we’re all on the same 
page… there’s no great answer,” 
BOE President Judy Moran said, 
adding community spread of CO-

VID-19 seems  greater than the 
spread within the school district, 
so students technically could be 
more at risk out of school than 
in school. She suggested the dis-
trict remain closed until at least 
January.

Castellani also recommended 
students remain off campus until 
after the end of Christmas vaca-
tion, on Monday, Jan. 4. Hopefully 
during that time, he said, the dis-
trict will get more guidance from 
the CDC and the DOH. The BOE 
also agreed the district will con-
tinue to teach remotely until the 
winter break begins on Christmas 
Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24.

nity in North Canaan, CEO 
Kevin O’Connell said he expects 
coronavirus vaccinations to be 
given to about 300 staff and 160 
residents “sometime in the end 
of December. We’ll be getting 
word any time now,” he said on 
Monday, Dec. 14. “It’s the num-
ber-one answer to try to fight 
this virus, and get it behind us.”

Drugstore chains  

help with roll-out

Long-term care facili-
ties across Connecticut have 
agreements with either CVS or 
Walgreens for vaccine admin-
istration and distribution, and 
those facilities, along with their 
health-care workers, have been 
put at the top of the priority list 
for receiving Pfizer’s and Mod-
erna’s COVID-19 vaccines.

O’Connell said Geer is work-
ing with the national drugstore 
chain Walgreens. “When Wal-
greens gets the vaccine in, rep-
resentatives will come to Geer 
at a certain day and time.”

In the meantime, O’Connell 
said his goal is to share informa-
tion about the importance of re-
ceiving the coronavirus vaccine. 
“We are communicating with 
staff, residents and families to 
help them understand why it is 
so important that we take it. A 
lot of people around the coun-
try are fearful and don’t know 
whether to trust it or not.”

Reassurance is needed

In response, Geer is offer-
ing PowerPoint presentations, 
town hall-style meetings with 
staff to share information from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and state 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH). 

“If we can’t get 60 to 70% of 
people to get the vaccine, that’s 
going to make it difficult for us 
all to build up immunity and get 
through this,” said O’Connell. 

Noble Horizons’ Pond is 
hoping to serve as a positive 
example to his staff by rolling 
up his sleeve and taking the first 
shot. “I have volunteered myself 
to go first. We’ll see if that helps 
anybody” who might be hesi-
tant, he said, noting that there is 
a “certain amount of trepidation 
as well as excitement.”

At Sharon Health Care Cen-
ter, residents and staff are ex-
pected to start the new year off 
with a shot. Jan. 2 is when CVS 
will distribute the first round 
of vaccinations to the Sharon 
nursing home, according to 
spokesman Tim Brown. “We 
are partnering with CVS, who 
will be taking care of distribu-
tion to all Athena [Health Care] 
buildings. Their team, working 
with building administration, 
will go room to room admin-
istering vaccines to residents,” 
he explained. “The residents get 
their shots bedside.”

A separate clinic-like area 
will also be set up at Sharon 
Health Care Center so that em-
ployees can receive their vacci-
nations throughout the day, said 
Brown. “CVS will return 21 to 28 
days later for round two,” boost-
er shots, he said, and a third visit 
in the following weeks.

All nursing home adminis-
trators said they are breathing a 
sigh of relief. “I think everybody 
sees the light at the end of the 
tunnel… getting to the other 
side of this pandemic sooner, 
rather than later,” noted Brown.

Long-term facilities  

are a priority

Over the weekend, Connecti-
cut Gov. Ned Lamont ordered 
its state Department of Public 
Health to make all necessary 
preparations for the vaccine to 
be received as early as Monday, 
Dec. 14, and distributed and 
allocated shortly thereafter to 

health-care institutions and 
long-term care facilities state-
wide.

“This is a significant moment 
for our state and our country,” 
Lamont said in a press release. 
“Here in Connecticut we are in-
credibly proud to be able to say 
that the Pfizer team in Groton, 
Conn., helped to develop this 
first vaccine to fight the corona-
virus, which we know will help 
to get our communities back to 
normal.”

Connecticut placed its first 
order for 31,200 vaccines on 
Friday, Dec. 4, with anticipated 
delivery to hospitals on Mon-
day, Dec. 14.

According to Sharon Hospi-
tal spokeswoman Marina Bal-
lantine, the distribution dates 
and allocation amounts for 
hospitals in the Nuvance Health 
system will be different based 
on Connecticut and New York 
state government guidelines. In-
formation is evolving daily, she 
said on Monday. “We will offer 
vaccines to patients following 
federal and state distribution 
guidelines.”

Senior government officials 
held a briefing of Operation 
Warp Speed on Monday regard-
ing the national COVID-19 vac-
cine distribution. According to 
Health & Human Services Sec-
retary Alex M. Azar, the vaccine 
will start saving lives very soon. 

“By the end of February we 
believe we will have 100 mil-
lion vaccination shots in arms 
between those who have had the 
first dose and booster shots of 
individuals,” said Azar. He added 
that by the end of first quarter 
of 2021, 100 million individuals 
will have had at least a first dose 
of the vaccine.

For an explanation of some 
COVID-19 vaccine basics, turn to 
Health, Page A6.
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Last Minute 
Holiday Shopping

Shop locally! Find the perfect gift for your loved ones 
and support your friends, neighbors and community. Rock & Roll Apparel & Accessories ◆ Hoodies & Crews

 Hats & Gloves ◆ Stickers  ◆  Patches  ◆  Pins  ◆  Funko Pop!
Toys  ◆  Puzzles  ◆  Mugs ◆ Carhartt Apparel  ◆  Fleece

Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery
Gift Certifi cates Available

518-592-1777   •  sal.tshirtfarm@gmail.com • www.TshirtFarmNY.com
22 Main Street Millerton, NY 12546

Open Daily Through 
Christmas Eve

27 North Main Street   
Unit 3, Kent, CT

(860) 592 - 0085 Shop       
(860) 318 - 6410  Cell

www.rollingriverantiques.com

Clothing, 
Baby Gifts 

& Baby Gear, 
Toys, Puzzles, 

Games, 
Outdoor Toys

PERSONAL SHOPPING
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

SHOP ON-LINE
www.TheGiftedChild.net

ReaGifted@yahoo.com

Clothing, 
Baby Gifts 

& Baby Gear, 
Toys, Puzzles, 

Games, 
Outdoor Toys

PERSONAL SHOPPING
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

SHOP ON-LINE
www.TheGiftedChild.net

ReaGifted@yahoo.com

Clothing, 
Baby Gifts 

& Baby Gear, 
Toys, Puzzles, 

Games, 
Outdoor Toys

PERSONAL SHOPPING
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

SHOP ON-LINE
www.TheGiftedChild.net

ReaGifted@yahoo.com

Clothing, 
Baby Gifts 

& Baby Gear, 
Toys, Puzzles, 

Games, 
Outdoor Toys

PERSONAL SHOPPING
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

SHOP ON-LINE
www.TheGiftedChild.net

ReaGifted@yahoo.com

Clothing • Outdoor Toys
Baby Gifts • Baby Gear
Toys • Puzzles • Games

Personal Shopping
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

Shop Online
www.TheGiftedChild.net
ReaGifted@yahoo.com

Moore & More
Printing

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
Stacey L. Moore

17 Dutchess Avenue • P.O. Box 880
Millerton, New York 12546

Tel: 518.789.4508 • Fax: 518.789.4509
Email: mooreandmore@taconic.net

Millerton 
Service Center

Maintenance • Repairs • Quality Used Cars 

Gift Certificates for Service
We Sell & Install Remote Car Starters

(makes a great Christmas gift!)

ADAM M. LYMAN & MICHAEL D. LYMAN 
MASTER TECHNICIANS 

52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
518-789-3462

• Integrative Medicine & Surgery
• Diagnostic / Laboratory
• Dental
• Acupuncture / Traditional Chinese Medicine
• Chiropractic
• � erapeutic Laser

199 Route 44, Millerton, NY 
518-789-3440

www.millertonvet.com 
www.MVPonlineRx.com

 facebook.com/millertonvet

Carolyn Cannon, DVM 

Gift Certi� cates Available

Time to get bubbly
Time to get bubbly

$65.99$43.99

CT Beverage Media Group  

Suggested Retail price

NOV-DEC ONLY!!! 

10% BELOW STATE MINIMUM 

www.TheSharonPackagestore.com 

1  Gay St. Sharon, CT 

(860) 364  -  5760

Pol Roger 

Brut Reserve Champagne  

Epernay, France 

750ml

Only  At    The

 get bubbly

Only  At    TheOnly  At    TheOnly

+ TAX
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Brut Reserve Champagne  
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$65.99
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CT Beverage Media Group  
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Time to get bubbly

NOV-DEC ONLY!!! 
10% BELOW STATE MINIMUM 
www.TheSharonPackagestore.com 
1  Gay St. Sharon, CT 
(860) 364  -  5760

+ TAX

Pol Roger 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

Epernay, France 
750ml

Pol Roger 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

Epernay, France 
Brut Reserve Champagne  

William J. Cole Agency, Inc.
GENERAL INSURANCE

1 JOHN STREET 518-789-4657
MILLERTON, NY 12546 FAX 518-789-3576

Home • Auto • Farm • Renters • Commercial
VICKI BENJAMIN, AGENT/OWNER

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Yellow Submarine

3306 E Main St. Amenia NY 12501 • 845-789-1888

Used Books and More! Great gifts!
Thurs, Fri  
4pm-8pm

Saturday  
10am-6pm

Sunday  
12pm-5pm

Happy Holidays!
www.alrci.com

PHONE: 860.824.7325•FAX: 86O.824.1081
210 East Canaan Road, Rt. 44, East Canaan, CT in the Rose Hill Plaza

Happy Holidays!

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck
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Everything you need to make 
your pet’s holiday a happy one!

Catering to the needs of the
well-loved pet since 1993

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30; Saturday: 9 to 4
333 Main Street, Lakeville CT (860) 435-8833

Everything you need to make 
your pet’s holiday a happy one!

Catering to the needs of the
well-loved pet since 1993

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30; Saturday: 9 to 4
333 Main Street, Lakeville CT (860) 435-8833

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, HANDBAGS,
WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock, Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft,
Vionic, French Sole, Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

25 North Main Street
Kent, CT 06757
860-927-0009
Mon-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5
sundogshoe@aol.com

27 N. Main Street
Kent, CT 06757

#ThePaintedCan

Chalk Paint®
Workshops

Holiday Gifts
& More

CELEBRATING 42 YEARS

1976 2018

10 North Main Street
860-927-4104

K
EN

T’S LITERARY LANDM
ARK

H

O
USE OF BOOKS

Books • Journals
Puzzles • Games

Toys • Music
Art Supplies

Greeting Cards

Holiday Shopping!

NEW
LOCATION

5 Bridge Street
Kent, CT 860-927-3377

Tasting Chandon
The North Face * Toad and Co. * Woolrich

Jewelry by Riverstone * Local Foods * Unique Inventory
Nostalgic Candy

Stop by the Swift House, at  the
intersection of Rts. 7 & 341, or
at Kent Kitchen Works, 6 Kent
Green Blvd.,  to pick up your
flute, map and get your hand

stamped. Then you are on your
way to tasting more than 30

sparkling wines, enjoying
appetizers and getting some

holiday shopping done!

Enter your name to win one
of three great bottles of

champagne.

$22 in advance
(kentstroll.com)
$25 at the door

Starts at 4pm
Fri. & Sat.

Chic Boutique
Let us bring our the “Fashionista”

in you.

Chic with a
Little Bit of Funk

Kent Town Center
25 Main Street, Kent

860-927-3780

25 North Main St, Kent, CT
Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5

860-927-0009 
sundogshoe@aol.com

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock, Ecco, Clarks, Born, 
Sofft, Vionic, Aetrex, Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, 
HANDBAGS, WALLETS 

& MITTENS

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!

YOGA
online!

with Sarah Getz, 
director & founder 

of Yoga at Space
www.yogaatspace.com

H
ap

py
 

H
oli

da
ys!

Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
Attorneys at Law

Linda M. Patz
Admitted in CT & RI

Michael P. Citrin
Admitted in CT, MA & NY

• Real Estate - Residential & Commercial •
• Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning • Corporations, LLC’s, LLP’s •

• Probate & Estate Administration • Civil Litigation •

(860) 824-7777

7 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018

Fax: (860) 824-7622
Email: lpatz@drurypatz.com • mcitrin@drurypatz.com

Diana S. Paruta, Probate Paralegal | Becky Cahill, Paralegal  
Nicole Sharpley, Paralegal | Lynn C. Nania, Office Manager

Dave Wheeler 
Wine Merchant

david.rickswine@gmail.com
(860) 364-5768

12 Gay Street Sharon CT 06069

9-7 Mon-Wed  •  9-8 Thu-Sat  •  10-4 Sun
Curbside and Home Delivery available

Rick’s 
Wine& Spirits

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, 
whether in print, digital or web, is the perfect gift 
for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative 
who is away from the Tri-State area but would like 
to keep up with the local news ... a student away at 
school or college... or anyone who wants to know 
what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

give the gi�  of
NEWS!

CONTACT SANDRA LANG
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com
Or go to 

www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions 

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community 
Newspapers & Regional News Website

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASSMILLERTON NEWS
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COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Events

HOLIDAY SHOPPING: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Continued on Page B4

Shopping Local, Through the 
Holidays and All Winter Long
In spite of the pandem-

ic, it is still possible 
to shop local for the 

holidays, although it might 
entail waiting in line at 
the door of some shops. 
Dress warmly and bring 
a book — and remember 
that in some of our busier 
metropolises you can find 
several shops to visit. They 
won’t all have lines at the 
same time. Cast a discern-
ing eye and go to the store 
with the shortest line at 
any given moment.

Towns that have a 
variety of retail choices 
include Millerton, N.Y.; 
Kent, Conn.; Salisbury, 
Conn.; and even little 
Sharon, Conn., where the 
B. Johnstone & Co. vintage 
fashion shop is steps away 
from the Sharon Farm 
Market grocery store, 
which recently got a nice 
sprucing up; and the little 
gem of a wine and spirits 
shop called Rick’s Wine 
and Spirits (run now by 
Dave, not Rick).

And then there’s small 
and extremely charming 
West Cornwall, Conn., 
which is home not only 
to the historic and iconic 
red Covered Bridge —it 
also has Ian Ingersoll’s 
world-renowned Shaker 
furniture shop; and the 
wonderful Wish House, 
which is a few small rooms 
that are overflowing with 
perfect small gifts for all 
ages (including a room 
dedicated just to infant 
and toddler clothes and 
toys). 

And now there is an 
added attraction in the 
form of a winter indoor 
farm market that is a proj-

A Washington 
Insider, on 
Obama’s Book 

BOOKS: ROBERT LEHRMAN

In the days when 
former House 
Speaker Newt Gin-

grich was churning out 
books under his name 
just about every year, 
some people wondered 
how he could write so 
fast.

“Ha. Gingrich,” one 
Washington writer 
said. “He hasn’t read 
half the books he’s 
written.”

Whether for books 
or speeches, politicians 
often insist on keeping 
writers anonymous. So 
it’s not surprising that 
reporters asked wheth-
er Barack Obama actu-
ally wrote “A Promised 
Land,” the 700-page 
first installment of his 
presidential memoir 
released last month.

He did. Do I have 
any inside knowledge? 
No. But if he didn’t, he 
wouldn’t dare tweak 
Michelle Obama for 
her ghosted mem-
oir, “Becoming.” “I’m 
writing mine myself,” 
he’s let reporters hear 
several times, an 
invitation for fury from 
her and leaks from the 
writer if that was a lie.

Besides, once you 
start reading the book, 
you find chapter after 
chapter is so filled 
with intimate detail, 
description of Obama’s 
often irreverent 
thoughts, arguments 
with Michelle, and 
ridicule of the absurdi-
ties of political life. No 
president would hand 
those off to a ghost.

Obama has never 
been reluctant to ac-
knowledge his writers. 
In this time when less 
than a third of U.S. 
Senators even list their 
speechwriters on staff 
directories, he not only 
praises Jon Favreau 

(“inspired”) and Ben 
Rhodes (“immense 
talents”); they become 
characters in the book.

Obama’s openness 
is one signal that his 
account will be unlike 
any presidential—or 
political—memoir 
we’ve ever read. “I 
wanted to offer readers 
a sense of what it’s 
like to be President of 
the United States,” he 
writes in the preface, 
and “to pull the cur-
tain back a bit.” 

Which he does. 
Sometimes dramatic, 
sometimes reflective, 
sometimes anecdotal 
with scenes using dia-
logue, swearing includ-
ed — he clearly kept a 
journal — we see him 
worried, self-critical, 
jubilant and reflective, 
confident and inse-
cure, and revealing.

Does he reveal 
anything speech-
writers can learn? A 
few things. The prose 
echoes stylistic devices 
that have been Obama 
signatures.

But paragraph for 
paragraph, this book 
is better than his 
speeches. I don’t just 
mean that it offers the 
nuance and richness 
of detail possible only 
in a 700-page book. Of 
course that’s true.

It’s also better be-
cause there are sides of 
Obama we have never 
seen before, which he 
describes with excruci-
ating candor.

In part, he’s free to 
be candid because he 
is no longer president. 
But plenty of presi-
dents have written 
memoirs. We don’t see 
the glimpses of family 
life, or the microscopic 

UPCOMING EVENTS
With the rise again of concerns about 

COVID-19, many cultural venues are canceling 
events at the last minute to protect staff and 
patrons. It’s always a good idea to check websites 
before you go to an event. 

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

The Wish House in West Cornwall, Conn., is a 
lifesaver for those who suddenly discovered 
(perhaps a little too late for the postal service)  
that they hadn’t bought enough holiday gifts.

The Local: A Cornwall 
Collective is now open 
in West Cornwall, Conn., 
on Saturdays from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
volunteer-run indoor 
market has everything 
from fresh eggs to 
beautiful woven goods 
made by Undermountain 
Weavers using “Sam’s 
Wool” from Birdseye 
and Tanner Brooks Farm 
in Cornwall.

ect of the town’s Hughes 
Memorial Library. The li-
brary is temporarily closed 
while the town makes a 
decision on how and when 
to upgrade the village’s 
septic system. 

So the library volun-
teers decided to open 
the indoor winter farm 
market to offer someplace 
for shoppers to find not 
only fresh winter farm 
foods but also wonderful 
artisan-made gifts, many 
of them from Birdseye 
and Tanner Brooks farm, 
which is owned by a well-

known actor and is ably 
run by farm manager Mark 
Orth.

Although the farm sells 
livestock, you won’t find 
any cows or lambs at the 
new market, which was 
beautifully designed by 
Dee Salomon and is going 
by the name The Local, A 
Cornwall Collective.

You will, however, find 
cuts of fresh meats from 
the farm as well as shelves 
full of gorgeous shearling 
rugs, and blankets and 

scarves and hats and yarn 
all made from the farm’s 
sheep, under the label 
“Sam’s Wool.” The woven 
goods are mostly made 
for the farm by Salisbury’s 
very respected Under 
Mountain Weavers.

Meats are also for sale 
from Hurlburt Farm and 
Ridgway Farm.

You can find arrange-
ments of flowers and 
greens. If you don’t have 
anything to put them in 
you can certainly find a 
handcrafted vase in the 
shop, which represents 
potters Jane Herold, Sanah 
Peterson and Susan Fox. 
And James Fox offers 
soups, including classics 
such as lentil and clam 
chowder as well as the en-
ticingly named Kentucky 
Mushroom.

Calf and Clover farm 
on Route 7 heading south 
from town has a cooler 
full of dairy products, 
including lusciously thick 
creams. They sell baskets 
of fresh eggs as well, but 
you’d better get there early 
if you want to buy some. 

Baking of course is best 
with fresh eggs and dairy 
products, but for those 
who’d rather let someone 
else do the heavy kitchen 
lifting there are baked 
goods from Cornwall’s 
famous small-scale baker, 

Continued on Page B4

This review was written by Robert Lehrman, 
who was Chief Speechwriter for Vice President Al 
Gore. He is the author of several award-winning 
novels as well as “The Political Speechwriter’s 
Companion.” He is also the cousin of editor Cynthia 
Hochswender.

This is an excerpt. The full review can be found 
at www.prorhetoric.com/a-promised-land-a-
speechwriters-perspective.
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TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

Look for a new 
calendar of events 
at our website, www.
tricornernews.com/
events-calendar. 
We will also include 
the calendar in our 
print edition as space 
allows.  

From a Master, Lessons on How To Make a Wreath
HOLIDAY GREENS: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

The key to making a nice tight wreath, explained Wayne Jenkins in a how-to workshop last week, is to keep the frame and greens flat on the table as you wrap them 
(tightly) with florist wire, top left. You can add in greens such as holly, center photo. Jenkins leaves a piece of ribbon at the starting/ending point of his wreaths.

PHOTOS BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Master wreath maker Wayne Jenkins explains how to make a tightly constructed 
wreath using greens, pine cones and winterberry that can be found in the area.

The popular holiday 
shop at the regional 
high school in Falls 

Village, Conn., is already 
pretty much sold out of 
wreaths and trees, a week 
earlier than normal. We 
will leave it to the sociolo-
gists to figure out why.

There are of course 
other places to buy trees 
and excellent handmade 
wreaths (including the 
Sweethaven Farm pop up 
shop in Salisbury, Conn., 
behind the pharmacy). 

But those who tradi-
tionally shop at Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School treasure the beau-
tiful handmade wreaths 
created during two “pro-
duction nights,” when stu-
dents and alumni gather in 
the agricultural education 
department and create a 
giant wreath (and roping) 
assembly line. 

Pine sap is everywhere. 
The smell is incredibly 
delicious.

For anyone who has ever 
wanted to make their own 
wreath, production night 
is the way to learn from the 
masters.

And who are those 
masters?

The reigning champions 
right now are Cricket Jac-
quier and Wayne Jenkins, 
both of whom have de-
cades of experience. 

Look for the  
video online

Because there was no 
production night this year 
due to COVID-19, Jenkins 
generously offered to share 
his expertise with our read-
ers — and with students in 
the agricultural education 
department, who watched 
the workshop on a live 
video feed. 

The instructions in this 
article are very abbreviated 
and give the general infor-
mation only. To get the full 
benefit of Jenkins’ wisdom, 
watch the hour-long video 
on our website at www.
tricornernews.com. Ag 
ed teacher David Moran 
oversaw and organized the 
workshop and video feed. 

The first thing you 
need to make a wreath is 
a frame. Jenkins is from 
the old school and says a 
sturdy wire clothes hanger 
can be twisted into a circle, 
with the hook used to hang 
the wreath up.

For the wreaths sold at 
the high school, the frame 

is a crimped metal form 
that can be purchased 
from Kelco (www.kelco-
maine.com) or Alders 
Wholesale Florist (www.
alderswholesaleflorist.
com). You can also pur-
chase forms at craft shops 
such as Michael’s but they 
usually sell less sturdy 
metal forms that have two 
concentric circles, not a 
single circle, which makes 
it a little harder to tie the 
greens in tightly. 

If you want to make a 
2-foot wreath, buy a 1-foot 
wreath form. 

Firs last  
the longest

For the greens, Jenkins 
and Moran said the best 
are the firs, because they 
don’t drop their needles as 
quickly as, for example, the 
long-needled white pines. 

Moran particularly loves 
a green that is relatively 
rare in this part of the 
world called the concol-
or fir; it has needles that 
are both long and strong. 
Other good varieties are 
balsam, fraser and noble. 
Eastern red cedar can work 
well too.

“Firs hold their nee-
dles the best,” explained 
Jenkins, who worked 
for decades at the Great 
Mountain Forest, a teach-
ing forest that is in both 
Norfolk and Falls Village, 
Conn.

For the 2-foot wreath 
Jenkins made in this 
workshop, he used about 8 
pounds of evergreen sprigs. 
The greens had been pre-
cut into 6-to-8-inch lengths 
and they filled a very large 
plastic tub. Very little was 
left over at the end.

To tie the greens onto 
the wreath form, Jenkins 
used a sturdy 22-gauge 
florist wire, which you can 
find at any craft store. 

The wires definitely can 
cut your hands (and the 
sap can get sticky) so even 
though Jenkins’ hands 
were bare, it’s a good idea 
to wear gardening gloves 
that are sturdy enough to 
protect you but flexible 
enough for you to grab and 
tie the wire as you go.

Start with a loop
Jenkins likes to tie a 

metal loop at his starting 
point, which not only re-
minds him where he start-
ed, but also creates a hook 
for hanging the wreath. It 
also gives you something 

around,” he said. 
And at that moment, 

the wire did indeed snap. 
Unfazed, Jenkins just 

knotted the broken end 
back onto the wire coming 
off the spool and kept on 
going.

Adding cones, berries
If you want to add 

cones, it’s a good idea to do 
it ahead of time: Cut about 
12 inches of wire and 
wrap the wire a few times 
around the base of the pine 
cone, looping it inside the 
cone’s bottom few “flaps.” 
There should be about 8 
inches of wire left, hanging 
loose. Use that to wire the 
cone into the greens as 
you go, layering another 
handful of greens on top of 
the cones.

The heavier cones 
should be at the top of the 
wreath, so they can hang 
down. 

You can similarly lay 
sprigs of winterberry on 
top of the greens and wire 
them in. If you’re tying the 
wire tightly enough around 
the greens, the berries 
will stay safe and snug in 
between.

When you get to the end 
of the wreath, wrap your 
wire tightly around the last 
bunch of greens about five 
times. You can then knot it 
onto the loop that you left 
at the beginning.

Again, this explanation 
(while lengthy) only gives a 
tiny bit of the information 
that Jenkins provides in 
the how-to video. 

To watch master wreath 
maker Wayne Jenkins ex-
plain how to make a holiday 
wreath, go to our website at 
www.tricornernews.com. 

to tie your wire to as you 
start and end your wreath.

The key to making a 
stable and sturdy wreath, 
Jenkins says, is to tie the 
wire very tightly around 
the base of your handful 
of greens. To do this, you 
want the wreath lying flat 
on the table as you tie. 

If you hold the wreath in 
the air as you’re tying it, he 
warns, you’ll get wobble.

A heavy wreath
Jenkins started with a  

big handful of six to eight 
sprigs of fir (and each sprig 
was about 6 to 8 inches 
long). 

“I like a heavy wreath” 
he said of the amount of 
greens he was using. And 
indeed, when it was done, 
this was a thick, luxuriant 
wreath. 

“But everyone is differ-
ent,” he said. 

He likes to mix several 
kinds of greens in each 
bundle. He used the con-
color in every handful but 
mixed it up with some of 
the other types of fir. 

Lay the first bundle 

down on the wreath frame 
up near the top, where you 
put your wire loop. 

Then, for this first 
grouping, lay an additional 
two bundles down, not ex-
actly on top of each other 
but “descending” down the 
frame. They should all face 
the same direction — the 
cut end of the branches 
should be at the bottom, 
the leafy tips should be at 
the top. The leafy tips for 
these three bundles should 
face out at slightly different 
angles from each other. 

If you want to be certain 
the wire has something to 

hold onto as you get start-
ed, knot it onto the base of 
the wire loop at the top of 
your wreath. 

Then spool the wire out 
to the bottom of the first 
bundle, and wrap it around 
three times, as tightly as 
humanly possible. Do the 
same with the second and 
succeeding bundles. Keep 
layering new handfuls of 
bundles on top as you go 
along and keep tying them 
in (tightly). 

“You want it so tight 
you an almost hear the 
wire snap as you wrap it 

At The 
Movies

Rustling Wind  
Creamery

148 Canaan Mountain Road
Falls Village, CT 06031

860-824-7084
www.rustlingwind.com

Custom Gift Baskets
Raw Milk Cheeses

Jams • Chutneys • Relishes  
Pickles • Maple Products
Pancake Mixes • Honey

Hand Knits • Goat Soaps
AND MUCH MORE!

HOLIDAY  
OPEN HOUSE

November 21 - December 24
Open 9:00 - 5:00 daily

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now Showing
12/18 & 12/19

“WILD MOUNTAIN  
THYME” PG-13 7PM

Starting Jan. 1, by popular demand, we 
will be showing afternoon movies at 3PM

We will also be open daily  
for GIFT CARD sales

Tuesday-Sunday 11:30AM-8PM
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FOSTERING DEMOCRACY and an 
ATMOSPHERE OF OPEN COMMUNICATION

TriCornerNews.com
NEWLY RELAUNCHED

STAY INFORMED AND CONNECTED

As we navigate these di�  cult times, we at 
The Lakeville Journal Company are committted 

to bringing you the news and information that is 
important to you, your family and your community.

Never miss any of the news from The Lakeville Journal, 
The Millerton News, Compass A&E and more 

with a subscription at www.tricornernews.com.

860-435-9873 • circulation@lakevillejournal.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Continued from Page B2

Continued from Page B2

... Shopping Local

... A Promised Land

Susan Saccardi. 
There is of course no 

shortage of farm markets 
(in normal times) in our 
area towns, but farmers 
and artisans seem to espe-
cially like the model being 
used for The Local.

For one thing, they don’t 
have to be on the premis-
es to sell their wares. The 
library volunteers are on 
hand, and transfer the 
cash for each sale to the 
artisan/farmers, some-
times by modern means 
such as Venmo.

Perhaps even more 
enticing is that there is no 
fee for them to sell at the 
market. 

“It is a collective market 
where all profits flow back 
to the farmers, artists, 
cooks and craftspeople 
who work and thrive in 
Cornwall,” said Libby 
Mitchell, one of the orga-
nizers. 

The market is expected 

to remain open through 
the winter on Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It 
is in the building that for 
years was home to Todd 
Piker’s pottery shop. 

And in the event that 
there is a wait to enter The 
Local or The Wish House, 
you can take a walk and 
look at the Twelve Days of 
Christmas holiday display, 
with works of art depicting 
the days in the holiday 
song, at locations through-
out West Cornwall village. 

The display will remain 
up, day and night, until 
Jan. 3. 

The Local is at 415 
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike 
in West Cornwall, Conn., 
just steps away on one side 
from the Covered Bridge 
(and Robert Ensign’s electric 
bicycle shop) and Ian In-
gersoll Cabinetmakers; and 
steps away on the other side 
from The Wish House, 413 
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike.

accounts of policy disputes  
we see in “A Promised 
Land.” 

Incredibly, some review-
ers saw such detail as a 
fault. They were impatient 
with his description of how 
to approach meetings or 
offer background, or give 
us a sense of the infinite 
steps you take before mov-
ing a bill to the floor.

Obama shows us what 
he was thinking at the 
time, the interplay of his 
beliefs with his personality, 
the ways principle must 
give way to reality—and 

the mistakes he made. 
As someone who was 

once a White House staff-
er, I thought the way he 
captured the flavor of staff 
meetings, and the pain-
fully slow steps you need 
to pass a bill were the best 
portraits I’ve ever read of 
political life as it really is. 

He makes drama from 
the tedious business 
of solving an economy 
teetering on the edge of 
bankruptcy, or winning 
agreement on a health care 
bill for a hundred million 
Americans.  

Enjoy a Bubbly Pink Martini 
This Year on New Year’s Eve

CELEBRATION: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

One thing we know 
for sure is that a 
majority of us will 

spend this New Year’s Eve 
at home. 

But there’s no reason 
why that can’t be festive 
and fun. No doubt in the 
weeks to come there will 
be any number of “virtual” 
concerts announced for 
the night of Dec. 31.

I’ve already chosen my 
concert, though. 

In this dull year of 
staying home too much 
and listening to the same 
music over and over, the 
one musical group I hav-
en’t become bored with is 
Pink Martini, a band from 
Portland, Ore.

Pink Martini was creat-
ed by pianist/bandleader 
Thomas Lauderdale but it’s 
probably most associated 
with its lead singer, China 
Forbes, and frequent guest 
singer Storm Large (and 
no, I don’t know if those 
are their birth names or 
their stage names).

The envelope of this 
group is extremely flexible 
and incorporates big band 
music, peppy little bal-

PHOTO COURTESY PINK MARTINI

Pink Martini will present two glamorous, big band-style “virtual” shows  
for the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center in Great Barrington, Mass., on Dec. 17 and 31. 

A Class in Tolstoy 
To Help You Sled 
Through the 
Winter Months

LITERATURE:  
CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

The winter 
hasn’t been 
that bad yet 

(even though it is 2020 
and one might have 
expected this to be the 
worst early winter in 
decades). But soon it 
will be very cold and 
snowy and we will be 
quarantined and the 
conditions will be just 
perfect for reading the 
work of Leo Tolstoy. 

For anyone who 
is intimidated by the 
lengthy works of the 
Russian novelist (and 
all those complicated 
Russian names), help 
is at hand in the form 
of well-known Ameri-
can novelist Roxanna 
Robinson, a Cornwall, 
Conn., resident who 
has donated her time 
and talent during the 
quarantine to leading 
literature workshops 
online for the Cornwall 
Library.

Some of the authors 
and titles discussed 
in the Cornwall Reads 
Great Fiction series 
over the summer 
were Honor Moore 
(“Our Revolution: A 
Mother and Daughter 
at Midcentury”) and 
Tessa Hadley (“Bad 
Dreams and Other 
Stories”).  Those were 
single sessions; Robin-
son did a deeper dive 
on Gustave Flaubert’s 
“Madame Bovary.” 

Starting on Jan. 12 
and continuing until 
March 2, Robinson 
will dig into Tolstoy’s 
tragic love story, “Anna 
Karenina.”

“We’ll talk about 
vital,  electrifying Anna 
and her handsome 
and mysterious lover, 
Vronsky,” Robinson 
said. “We’ll talk about 
Tolstoy, who he was 
and what he repre-
sented in 19th-century 
Russia, what Russia 
was like at that time, 
what the novel was 
doing, how Tolstoy 
prefigured modernism, 
what his intentions 
were in writing the 
book, what its factual 
origins were, how his 
family played into it, 
and anything else that 
comes in to my head. 

“It is a fabulous, 
moving, fast-paced 
novel, not at all pon-
derous or weighty, and 
it is one of the greatest 
novels ever written, so 
this is the chance for 
everyone who’s been 
meaning to do so to 
read it, and the chance 
to re-read and savor it 
for those who already 
have done so.”

Robinson, a nov-
elist with 10 books to 
her credit (including 
“Dawson’s Fall,” which 
came out in 2019), is 
also a teacher and has 

taught “Anna Kareni-
na” for nearly 15 years 
in the MFA Program at 
Hunter College in New 
York City.

Locally, she is a 
member of one of 
Cornwall’s oldest 
families, descended 
from the Scoville clan, 
who first settled in 
Cornwall in the 18th 
century.

“My great-grandfa-
ther, Samuel Scoville, 
married the daugh-
ter of Henry Ward 
Beecher. Beecher and 
his family — Harriet 
Beecher Stowe among 
them — lived in Litch-
field,” she said. 

“The Scovilles have 
been ministers, farm-
ers and lawyers, and 
have taken care of the 
North Cornwall church 
since it was built in 
1812. I live in the house 
my grandparents built 
— Samuel Scoville Jr., 
who was a lawyer and 
writer.”

Scoville’s unexpect-
edly amusing writing 
was read aloud by Rob-
inson in the library’s 
Cornwall Reads Corn-
wall over Thanksgiving 
weekend.

Participation in 
the eight-week “Anna 
Karenina” class is 
open to everyone at no 
cost (donations to the 
library are appreciat-
ed, however). The class 
will meet by Zoom on 
Tuesdays at 4 p.m., 
beginning Jan. 12 and 
ending March 2. 

The edition to get 
for the class is the pa-
perback version of the 
acclaimed translation 
by Richard Pevear and 
Larissa Volokhonsky 
(a photo of the cover 
is above, on this page) 
from Penguin Classics.

Participants should 
plan to read 100 pages 
every week — however, 
there is no require-
ment that you come 
to class having read 
the material, Robin-
son promises.  “I hope 
you’ll come to the 
discussion anyway, so 
as you finally finish 
the book you’ll have 
thoughts from the 
class in your mind.”

To register, go to the 
“events/programs” page 
on the Cornwall Library 
website at www.Corn-
wallLibrary.org.

lads, songs in the English 
language, songs in French, 
Portuguese, Italian and 
Japanese. In that sense it’s 
like one of those Putumayo 
collections from the 1990s, 
with diverse music from far 
corners of the world; but 
while those compilations 
always felt a little bit “im-
proving,” the music of Pink 
Martini always feels like 
a smooth, fun and almost 
guilty pleasure. 

It’s hard to choose a 
genre to put their music 
into, but if I had to I would 
say it’s a mix of light jazz 
and show tunes. They’re 
kind of campy but not 
quite; if you like the Austin 
Powers movies, you will 
probably like Pink Martini. 

And anyway, what could 
be more appropriate for 
a New Year’s Eve concert 
than a band named after a 
cocktail?

As much fun as Pink 
Martini is to simply listen 
to, they are phenomenally 
fun to see live. This is a put-
on-a-show kind of band, 
with glamorous 1960s 
eveningwear outfits and a 
rotating cast of musicians 

and singers who wander in 
and out of frame.

I saw Pink Martini sev-
eral years ago at the Mahai-
we in Great Barrington, 
Mass., where they have 
performed several times.

This year, the band is 
doing two “virtual” con-
certs as fundraisers for 
the Mahaiwe. One will be 
tonight, Dec. 17, and the 
next will be on Dec. 31; 
both shows begin at 9 p.m. 
(a perfect time for those 
who plan to creep off to 
bed before the ball drops 
at midnight). They are two 
separate performances, 
but both are filmed in a 
studio in Portland in front 
of a 35-foot holiday tree.

Onstage for one or both 
concerts, at various points, 
will be Thomas Lauder-
dale and China Forbes as 
well as Storm Large, Ari 
Shapiro from NPR (yes, 
I’m surprised by that, 
too) and guest vocalists 
Edna Vazquez and Jimmie 
Herrod, Sofia von Trapp 
( from the famous “Sound 
of Music” von Trapps) and 
Cantor Ida Rae Cahana.

Tickets for individuals 
are $15 for each perfor-
mance, or $20 for the 
package of both. Tickets for 
families are $20 for each 
performance, or $30 for the 
package of both. For tickets 
and more information, go to 
www.mahaiwe.org. 
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... Shopping Local

... A Promised Land

Susan Saccardi. 
There is of course no 

shortage of farm markets 
(in normal times) in our 
area towns, but farmers 
and artisans seem to espe-
cially like the model being 
used for The Local.

For one thing, they don’t 
have to be on the premis-
es to sell their wares. The 
library volunteers are on 
hand, and transfer the 
cash for each sale to the 
artisan/farmers, some-
times by modern means 
such as Venmo.

Perhaps even more 
enticing is that there is no 
fee for them to sell at the 
market. 

“It is a collective market 
where all profits flow back 
to the farmers, artists, 
cooks and craftspeople 
who work and thrive in 
Cornwall,” said Libby 
Mitchell, one of the orga-
nizers. 

The market is expected 

to remain open through 
the winter on Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It 
is in the building that for 
years was home to Todd 
Piker’s pottery shop. 

And in the event that 
there is a wait to enter The 
Local or The Wish House, 
you can take a walk and 
look at the Twelve Days of 
Christmas holiday display, 
with works of art depicting 
the days in the holiday 
song, at locations through-
out West Cornwall village. 

The display will remain 
up, day and night, until 
Jan. 3. 

The Local is at 415 
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike 
in West Cornwall, Conn., 
just steps away on one side 
from the Covered Bridge 
(and Robert Ensign’s electric 
bicycle shop) and Ian In-
gersoll Cabinetmakers; and 
steps away on the other side 
from The Wish House, 413 
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike.

accounts of policy disputes  
we see in “A Promised 
Land.” 

Incredibly, some review-
ers saw such detail as a 
fault. They were impatient 
with his description of how 
to approach meetings or 
offer background, or give 
us a sense of the infinite 
steps you take before mov-
ing a bill to the floor.

Obama shows us what 
he was thinking at the 
time, the interplay of his 
beliefs with his personality, 
the ways principle must 
give way to reality—and 

the mistakes he made. 
As someone who was 

once a White House staff-
er, I thought the way he 
captured the flavor of staff 
meetings, and the pain-
fully slow steps you need 
to pass a bill were the best 
portraits I’ve ever read of 
political life as it really is. 

He makes drama from 
the tedious business 
of solving an economy 
teetering on the edge of 
bankruptcy, or winning 
agreement on a health care 
bill for a hundred million 
Americans.  

Enjoy a Bubbly Pink Martini 
This Year on New Year’s Eve

CELEBRATION: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

One thing we know 
for sure is that a 
majority of us will 

spend this New Year’s Eve 
at home. 

But there’s no reason 
why that can’t be festive 
and fun. No doubt in the 
weeks to come there will 
be any number of “virtual” 
concerts announced for 
the night of Dec. 31.

I’ve already chosen my 
concert, though. 

In this dull year of 
staying home too much 
and listening to the same 
music over and over, the 
one musical group I hav-
en’t become bored with is 
Pink Martini, a band from 
Portland, Ore.

Pink Martini was creat-
ed by pianist/bandleader 
Thomas Lauderdale but it’s 
probably most associated 
with its lead singer, China 
Forbes, and frequent guest 
singer Storm Large (and 
no, I don’t know if those 
are their birth names or 
their stage names).

The envelope of this 
group is extremely flexible 
and incorporates big band 
music, peppy little bal-

PHOTO COURTESY PINK MARTINI

Pink Martini will present two glamorous, big band-style “virtual” shows  
for the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center in Great Barrington, Mass., on Dec. 17 and 31. 

A Class in Tolstoy 
To Help You Sled 
Through the 
Winter Months

LITERATURE:  
CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

The winter 
hasn’t been 
that bad yet 

(even though it is 2020 
and one might have 
expected this to be the 
worst early winter in 
decades). But soon it 
will be very cold and 
snowy and we will be 
quarantined and the 
conditions will be just 
perfect for reading the 
work of Leo Tolstoy. 

For anyone who 
is intimidated by the 
lengthy works of the 
Russian novelist (and 
all those complicated 
Russian names), help 
is at hand in the form 
of well-known Ameri-
can novelist Roxanna 
Robinson, a Cornwall, 
Conn., resident who 
has donated her time 
and talent during the 
quarantine to leading 
literature workshops 
online for the Cornwall 
Library.

Some of the authors 
and titles discussed 
in the Cornwall Reads 
Great Fiction series 
over the summer 
were Honor Moore 
(“Our Revolution: A 
Mother and Daughter 
at Midcentury”) and 
Tessa Hadley (“Bad 
Dreams and Other 
Stories”).  Those were 
single sessions; Robin-
son did a deeper dive 
on Gustave Flaubert’s 
“Madame Bovary.” 

Starting on Jan. 12 
and continuing until 
March 2, Robinson 
will dig into Tolstoy’s 
tragic love story, “Anna 
Karenina.”

“We’ll talk about 
vital,  electrifying Anna 
and her handsome 
and mysterious lover, 
Vronsky,” Robinson 
said. “We’ll talk about 
Tolstoy, who he was 
and what he repre-
sented in 19th-century 
Russia, what Russia 
was like at that time, 
what the novel was 
doing, how Tolstoy 
prefigured modernism, 
what his intentions 
were in writing the 
book, what its factual 
origins were, how his 
family played into it, 
and anything else that 
comes in to my head. 

“It is a fabulous, 
moving, fast-paced 
novel, not at all pon-
derous or weighty, and 
it is one of the greatest 
novels ever written, so 
this is the chance for 
everyone who’s been 
meaning to do so to 
read it, and the chance 
to re-read and savor it 
for those who already 
have done so.”

Robinson, a nov-
elist with 10 books to 
her credit (including 
“Dawson’s Fall,” which 
came out in 2019), is 
also a teacher and has 

taught “Anna Kareni-
na” for nearly 15 years 
in the MFA Program at 
Hunter College in New 
York City.

Locally, she is a 
member of one of 
Cornwall’s oldest 
families, descended 
from the Scoville clan, 
who first settled in 
Cornwall in the 18th 
century.

“My great-grandfa-
ther, Samuel Scoville, 
married the daugh-
ter of Henry Ward 
Beecher. Beecher and 
his family — Harriet 
Beecher Stowe among 
them — lived in Litch-
field,” she said. 

“The Scovilles have 
been ministers, farm-
ers and lawyers, and 
have taken care of the 
North Cornwall church 
since it was built in 
1812. I live in the house 
my grandparents built 
— Samuel Scoville Jr., 
who was a lawyer and 
writer.”

Scoville’s unexpect-
edly amusing writing 
was read aloud by Rob-
inson in the library’s 
Cornwall Reads Corn-
wall over Thanksgiving 
weekend.

Participation in 
the eight-week “Anna 
Karenina” class is 
open to everyone at no 
cost (donations to the 
library are appreciat-
ed, however). The class 
will meet by Zoom on 
Tuesdays at 4 p.m., 
beginning Jan. 12 and 
ending March 2. 

The edition to get 
for the class is the pa-
perback version of the 
acclaimed translation 
by Richard Pevear and 
Larissa Volokhonsky 
(a photo of the cover 
is above, on this page) 
from Penguin Classics.

Participants should 
plan to read 100 pages 
every week — however, 
there is no require-
ment that you come 
to class having read 
the material, Robin-
son promises.  “I hope 
you’ll come to the 
discussion anyway, so 
as you finally finish 
the book you’ll have 
thoughts from the 
class in your mind.”

To register, go to the 
“events/programs” page 
on the Cornwall Library 
website at www.Corn-
wallLibrary.org.

lads, songs in the English 
language, songs in French, 
Portuguese, Italian and 
Japanese. In that sense it’s 
like one of those Putumayo 
collections from the 1990s, 
with diverse music from far 
corners of the world; but 
while those compilations 
always felt a little bit “im-
proving,” the music of Pink 
Martini always feels like 
a smooth, fun and almost 
guilty pleasure. 

It’s hard to choose a 
genre to put their music 
into, but if I had to I would 
say it’s a mix of light jazz 
and show tunes. They’re 
kind of campy but not 
quite; if you like the Austin 
Powers movies, you will 
probably like Pink Martini. 

And anyway, what could 
be more appropriate for 
a New Year’s Eve concert 
than a band named after a 
cocktail?

As much fun as Pink 
Martini is to simply listen 
to, they are phenomenally 
fun to see live. This is a put-
on-a-show kind of band, 
with glamorous 1960s 
eveningwear outfits and a 
rotating cast of musicians 

and singers who wander in 
and out of frame.

I saw Pink Martini sev-
eral years ago at the Mahai-
we in Great Barrington, 
Mass., where they have 
performed several times.

This year, the band is 
doing two “virtual” con-
certs as fundraisers for 
the Mahaiwe. One will be 
tonight, Dec. 17, and the 
next will be on Dec. 31; 
both shows begin at 9 p.m. 
(a perfect time for those 
who plan to creep off to 
bed before the ball drops 
at midnight). They are two 
separate performances, 
but both are filmed in a 
studio in Portland in front 
of a 35-foot holiday tree.

Onstage for one or both 
concerts, at various points, 
will be Thomas Lauder-
dale and China Forbes as 
well as Storm Large, Ari 
Shapiro from NPR (yes, 
I’m surprised by that, 
too) and guest vocalists 
Edna Vazquez and Jimmie 
Herrod, Sofia von Trapp 
( from the famous “Sound 
of Music” von Trapps) and 
Cantor Ida Rae Cahana.

Tickets for individuals 
are $15 for each perfor-
mance, or $20 for the 
package of both. Tickets for 
families are $20 for each 
performance, or $30 for the 
package of both. For tickets 
and more information, go to 
www.mahaiwe.org. 

Last week we wrote about an incredibly important 
issue: The debate over whether people should wear 
face masks during the current second wave of the 

coronavirus pandemic, and a local business that has taken 
an anti-mask stance (although its workers are now wearing 
masks after being fined for violating the state mandate by 
the Dutchess County Department of Health). That anti-
mask view, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), has contributed to the surge of 
COVID-19 cases during the past 10 months that has killed 
more than 1,633,037 men, women and children across the 
globe (as of Tuesday, Dec. 15); has forced entire nations 
to shut down, the impact of which has trickled down to 
local communities like ours, closing non-essential busi-
nesses, restaurants, salons, movie theaters — not to men-
tion schools — for months on end; stretched hospitals and 
medical staff so thin that many no longer have any ICU 
beds available to accept COVID patients; put the lives of 
front line and emergency workers at risk, as well as the life 
of every single person who comes in contact with someone 
not wearing a mask. 

People clearly feel very strongly about the topic, as evi-
denced by the feedback we’ve seen on our Facebook page 
as well as other comments on social media in the Millerton 
community and around the Tri-state region. We’re glad to 
see people are talking through the issue, and we hope the 
discussion remains positive and respectful. 

To see what some of our readers have had to say on mask 
wearing, as well their comments on last week’s front page 
article and editorial about the issue and how it’s come to a 
head at Millerton’s Talk of the Towne Deli, check out the 
letters to the editor on this and the following page.

            
We’d also like to mention that roughly a week and a half 

ago, on the weekend of Dec. 5, the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library’s sign was vandalized. So, too, were signs destroyed 
at Salisbury Bank & Trust, along with a number of large 
planters and other minor items belonging to merchants 
along Main Street. A report was filed with the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The property damage might not have been great, but it 
was enough. Especially in a year when there have been so 
many challenges and unexpected and unnecessary expenses 
to contend with due to the coronavirus pandemic; this re-
ally was a low blow.

As Library Director Rhiannon Leo-Jameson explained, 
the library has had to purchase extra supplies this year, in-
cluding additional cleaning supplies and personal protective 
equipment (PPE), to keep its workers and its patrons safe, 
spending what little extra funds it had in its budget. To now 
find the estimated $1,000 or so it will likely cost to repair 
the sign that was partially destroyed by the vandals is just 
one more hardship the library has to endure in a year that’s 
been particularly tough. Like most other libraries in the 
area (as well as many other nonprofits, etc.), it hasn’t been 
able to hold all of its regular fundraisers or normal activities 
or even have patrons “drop a penny” at the circulation desk 
throughout the year to contribute to its coffers. 

The Main Street merchants are facing similar challenges; 
they’ve been closed for so many months they’re barely get-
ting by, and to have to purchase new planters to replace the 
damaged ones, if they opt to even do so, will be costly. And 
those planters helped beautify Main Street — they made 
the village look pretty for residents and attracted visitors, 
which brought money into the community, and that ben-
efitted everybody. Whoever the vandals are, if they are local, 
they’re shortsighted. 

As Mayor Debbie Middlebrook said, “I am disappointed 
that during this very difficult time when we should all 
be working together, there are those that feel the need to 
wreak havoc on our community and damage someone else’s 
property, adding to that property owner’s stress. Shame on 
them.”

The vandals certainly don’t care very much about this 
village and they surely don’t have the Christmas spirit. It’s 
too bad, because Millerton is an amazing community that 
cares deeply for its residents. 

That’s been proven throughout this pandemic — just 
read through back issues of The Millerton News or go to 
www.tricornernews.com to see the stories yourself, from 
the Oakhurst Diner giving out free meals for months on 
end to licensed psychologist Paul Gunser offering free vir-
tual therapy to first responders and healthcare providers to 
The Watershed Center giving away healing broth and free 
face masks and organizing community relief efforts. 

Millerton leaders, nonprofits, residents and business 
owners alike have all stepped up at this time of enormous 
need, and to see vandals strike right now is really unfor-
tunate. We hope they’re caught, and that the perpetrators 
realize such negative behavior is especially detrimental at a 
time when people need to be lifted up, not held back.

Keep talking,  

stay positive

Listen to science,

not opinions

“Nothing in all the world is 
more dangerous than sincere 
ignorance and conscientious 
stupidity.” Martin Luther King 
said this half a century ago. 

Once upon a time there was 
respect for education as op-
posed to just opinion. So now 
we have deli owners weighing 
in on grave matters of public 
health because, after all, opin-
ions are for the having. And we 
have a president spewing forth 
false claims as to the efficacy of 

hydroxychloroquine and chlo-
rox instillations because he 
believes he’s a smart guy who 
thinks he might just have a tal-
ent for medicine on top of his 
many other skills. This is the 
tyranny of the under-informed 
and over-opinionated. 

Why would anyone listen to 
them rather than someone who 
got eight-plus years of medical 
education? Don’t!

Marietta Whittlesey

Gallatin

Talk of the Towne 

should reverse policy

Unappetizing servings of al-
ternative facts and misguided 
opinions were dished out by 
Talk of the Towne’s manage-
ment in a provocative inter-
view in last week’s Millerton 
News, offering both food for 
thought and heart burn.

The deli’s owner says she 
does not believe face masks can 
protect the public from being 
infected with coronavirus, stat-
ing it is no different than flu. A 
good reminder that our beliefs/
opinions aren’t automatically 
the truth. Fortunately, science 
doesn’t care what we believe!  

Health experts unanimously 
agree that wearing a mask is 
one of the most effective means 
of protection. To dispute this is 
unbelievable. (Conversely, I’d 
prefer an experienced deli chef 
prepare my sandwich rather 
than a surgeon general.)

Another indigestible deli 
delight, “More people die of flu 

than they do of this COVID.”
A speedy web search reveals 

otherwise. Unless information 
from Johns Hopkins Medicine 
is deemed “fake news,” we find:

COVID-19: There have 
been approximately 1,584,788 
deaths reported worldwide. 

Flu: The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) estimates 
that 290,000 to 650,000 people 
die of flu-related causes every 
year worldwide.

Whether coming from a 
place of willful ignorance or 
simply being misinformed, I 
encourage Talk of the Towne to 
reconsider its policy and begin 
asking customers to mask-up 
for the sake of the community, 
which it proudly serves. 

Look forward to sampling 
your food and humor when 
you do. 

Respectfully.
Jonathan Doster

Sharon, Conn.

The Republican Caucus 

of the Dutchess County 

Legislature donates raises

This year has been more dif-
ficult than any of us imagined. 
While we believe the light at the 
end of the tunnel is approach-
ing, we all must continue to do 
our part to protect the health of 
our family, friends and com-
munity.

Due to the extraordinary 
circumstances of the pandemic, 
the 2021 County Budget was 
more challenging than usual. 
The difficult decision was made 
to not give County employees 
a salary increase for the 2021 
calendar year. Our finances this 
year simply did not allow for 
increases this year, especially 
considering there are those in 
our community who are out of 
work or are struggling finan-
cially. We greatly value our 
employees and we know they 
work hard every single day for 
everyone in Dutchess.

In 2019, the prior Legisla-
ture established salaries for 
the 2020-21 term of elected 
legislators. When the increas-
es were passed, the economy 
was in excellent standing and 
a 3% increase seemed reason-
able — obviously now we find 
ourselves in different circum-
stances. There has been dis-
cussion of removing salary 
increases from legislators for 
the upcoming year, however, 
state and local laws prohibit the 
Legislature from changing our 
own salaries.

In order to do our part and 
stand next to our employees, 
the undersigned of this letter 
pledge to donate our 2021 $500 
salary increase to Dutchess 
County charities.

We wish everyone well dur-
ing the Holiday Season and 
hope you stay safe.

 
Sincerely,

Gregg Pulver

Chairman (R-19)
Donna Bolner

Majority Leader (R-13)
John Metzger

 Assistant Majority  
Leader (R-12)

Will Truitt

Budget and  
Finance Chair (R-7) 

Steve Caswell

Legislator (R-21)
Faye Garito

Legislator (R-22)
Deirdre Houston

Legislator (R-25)
Tom Keith

Legislator (R-5)
Doug McHoul

Legislator (R-17)
Lisa Paoloni

Legislator (R-14)
Michael Polasek

Legislator (R-3)
Don Sagliano

Legislator (R-2)
Alan Surman

Legislator (R-24)
Ed Hauser

Legislator (R-23)

Deli owner should have 

been called out in article

Whitney Joseph’s article pro-
filing Talk of the Towne Deli 
owner Mary Hosier’s feelings 
about masks has a serious and 
possibly deadly flaw.

The very first line should 
read, “Despite scientific evi-
dence and near 100% consensus 

that masks prevent the spread of 
COVID, Mary Hosier…”

It is irresponsible to not 
point out clearly that Mary is 
unequivocally incorrect in her 
belief about masks.

Alex Ely

South Kent, Conn.

Celebrating the historic 

Irondale Schoolhouse

Efforts to  save the old Iron-
dale Schoolhouse on Main 
Street, located at the entrance 
to the Harlem Valley Rail Trail, 
began in 2009 with the forma-
tion of The Friends of the Iron-
dale Schoolhouse. 

Thanks to the hard work 
of a group of dedicated volun-
teers, work started to restore 
the building and find the best 
location in the historic district 
of Millerton. 

The schoolhouse was given a 
new public purpose and opened 

to the public in 2015.
Unfortunately, due to the 

pandemic, we suspended our 
programs for the season, but 
we look forward to reopening 
next spring.

On Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
noon, we will celebrate the sev-
enth anniversary of the move by 
ringing the old schoolhouse bell. 
The public is invited to attend.

Ralph Fedele

President, The Friends of 
the Irondale Schoolhouse

Millerton

To our Roe Jan Library patrons

We wish we could celebrate 
this holiday season with you as 
we always do, with concerts, 
holiday programming and the 
Friends’ annual Cookies, Soup 
and Books Sale. But COVID-19 
has made 2020 a year of unprec-
edented trials for the library. Ev-
ery year at this time we come to 
you for your support. This year 
your generosity is needed more 
than ever before.

If you have already given, 
thank you so very much. If not, 

please go to our website and 
learn how the library coped this 
year. And then we hope you, too, 
will support the library.

Our deepest gratitude and 
warmest holiday wishes to you 
and your families.

Pat Placona

President, Board of Trustees
Copake

Tammy Gaskell

Director, Roeliff Jansen 
Community Library

Hillsdale

Help lay Wreaths Across America

Each day, in cemeteries 
throughout this country, fam-
ily members of our veterans and 
active duty military members 
listen to the sorrowful sound 
of taps played as their loved 
ones’ caskets are lowered into 
the ground and American flags 
are folded and presented in re-
membrance of their service and 
sacrifices. It is the commitment 
of the Wreaths Across America 
(WAA) organization to not only 
honor those currently being 
buried, but also to remember 
those who have gone long be-
fore and who might not have 
family members to visit their 
gravesites and thank them for 
their service

I have just recently become 
the location coordinator for the 
Evergreen Cemetery in Pine 
Plains. This year, the cemetery 
has become a new location for 
the laying of wreaths on Nation-
al WAA Day.  As coordinator, 
I am responsible for organiz-
ing and conducting all aspects 
of my community’s ceremony. 
This includes recruiting and or-
ganizing volunteers, reaching 
out to the community, including 

veterans’ organizations and oth-
ers, working with fundraising 
groups, communicating with 
local press, receiving the deliv-
ery of wreaths, facilitating the 
ceremony, removing wreaths 
after an appropriate amount of 
time and staying in close contact 
with WAA support staff. It was a 
big undertaking but one that is 
near and dear to my heart.

Wreaths Across America 
does not “decorate” headstones. 
We are honoring all veterans 
and active military members 
by placing live wreaths on the 
headstones of veterans. The 
fresh evergreens have been used 
for centuries as a symbol rec-
ognizing honor and as a living 
tribute renewed annually. We 
want people to see the tradition 
as a living memorial to veterans 
and their families.

The 2020 Theme: Be An 
American Worth Fighting For 
was inspired by Staff Sgt. Dan-
iel Strong. As an infantryman 
in the Marine Corps, he lost 
18 Marines during his service. 
Sgt. Strong’s raw emotion was 
felt by all on that cold Decem-
ber day, as he spoke about his 

strong conviction to teach his 
JROTC students to exemplify, 
on a daily basis, the Wreaths 
Across America mission: “Be an 
American worth the sacrifice.”

In many homes, there is 
an empty seat for one who is 
serving or one who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our coun-
try. There is no better time to 
express our appreciation than 
during the hustle and bustle 
of the holiday season. With so 

many of our holiday traditions 
not being able to be enjoyed this 
year because of the pandemic, 
let us start a new tradition. 

Bring your mask and come 
out and join us for the laying of 
wreaths at noon on Saturday, 
Dec. 19.

Carol Hart

Location Coordinator, 
Wreaths Across America, 

Evergreen Cemetery
Pine Plains

More letters appear on page B6.
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Can you imagine a world without 
your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?
Dear Reader,

Late in 2019, we came to you, hat in hand, to share with you our story within 
the world of vanishing local journalism. You generously supported us, to date, 
in the amount of $164,975 in what was known as the “Community Membership” 
model and will now be known as the “Community Contributor” model.

• Your generosity made up a deeply appreciated 39% of annual 
General Expenses from September of 2019.

• We are happy to have qualified for a PPP loan (which we will 
convert to a ‘grant’, having met the necessary criteria), in the 
amount of $146,643, contributing 35%  of General Expenses 
during this same period.

• As they experienced their own COVID-19 cash needs, our 
steadfast advertisers needed to scale back their commitments to 
us. Our advertising revenue has dropped over 30%.

• Effective October 15, 2020, we have raised the cost of the 
newspaper to two dollars, the first increase since 2003.

COVID-19 has awakened an awareness of the significance of our  
papers, as we seek information about our world. Thanks to our Community’s 
generosity and the unswerving dedication of our fine Team, we were able to 
remain fully functional through this pandemic. We love our Community 
partnership. We will continue our work, with your kind respect and support.

— The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC

Support your local, independent voice in journalism by making a contribution at  
www.tricornernews.com/contribute or by clipping the form below and mailing a check

The Lakeville Journal 
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________    Zip Code ________ 

Tele. ____________________  Email __________________________________

In Support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order in the 
amount of $____________ made payable to The Lakeville Journal Company, LLC.

In return for your Community Contribution,  
we regret that we cannot offer a tax deduction at this time.

This letter has been enclosed in print editions of The Lakeville Journal and  
Millerton News and on www.tricornernews.com for several weeks. We invite all our 

readers to continue to keep track of our progress and we will keep you updated regularly.

Fostering Democracy and an Atmosphere of Open Communication Since 1897

The Lakeville Journal Company
The Lakeville Journal • The Millerton News • TriCornerNews.com

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician

Mask article was sound, 

its placement was not

The decision to place the 
story about the local business 
owner who disbelieves in the 
number of coronavirus deaths 
and the danger from the coro-
navirus on the front page and 
“above the fold” requires some 
explanation. 

By doing so, you have legiti-
mized and disseminated misin-
formation about the pandemic 
that circulates widely on social 
media platforms, at an incalcu-
lable cost of lives. It is laudable 
to report on disputes about pub-
lic health measures that allow 
your readers to avoid commer-
cial establishments whose own-
ers have the views and attitudes 
of this one. It is also perfectly 
legitimate to report the owner’s 
erroneous opinions; after all the 
U.S. wouldn’t have the largest 
number of deaths from the vi-
rus in the world if there weren’t 
many people who received their 

wrong opinions from the same 
purveyors of false information 
that this shop owner does. The 
account was fully reported from 
all sides.

My concern is about where 
you placed the article in this is-
sue of the paper. I question the 
judgment to put this story (and 
the quote from the defiant shop 
owner) in such a prominent po-
sition and to fail to provide a 
broader public health context 
for those opinions in an equally 
prominent place. Alas, many, 
perhaps most, readers, don’t 
read beyond the first two para-
graphs of a news story. 

Your paper is now complicit 
in the same processes of circula-
tion of perilous news for which 
many criticize social media plat-
forms. But local newspapers are 
supposed to offer an alternative.

Laurie Nussdorfer

Amenia

COVID-19 and the flu  

are not the same

In last week’s edition, in a 
story about a local deli, it was 
stated that COVID-19 is no 
worse than the flu and that more 
people die from the flu.

While annually the flu is 
a scourge, a burden on our 
economy, and pure misery for 
anyone who gets it, the flu is 
not COVID-19. In fact, it’s pos-
sible to get both at the same 
time. (The survival rate for that 
double whammy hasn’t been 
computed.)

In less than a year, COVID-19 
has killed more Americans than 
died in World War II. And the 
numbers keep climbing, largely 
because people in small towns 
and rural areas are not taking 
it seriously. Here’s what the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), still the 
world’s most respected disease 
expert, says about the common 
flu:

Annually since 2010, the 
CDC estimates that influenza 
has resulted in up to 45 million 
illnesses, up to 810,000 hospital-
izations and up to 61,000 deaths. 
For the 2019 to 2020 season, 
those numbers were 38 million 
illnesses, 400,000 hospitaliza-
tions and 22,000 deaths.

COVID-19: As of Dec. 14, 
nearly 17 million American have 
been infected, 306,000 have 
died. In other words, quite a 
few more people get the flu each 
year than have had COVID-19, 
and thank goodness: COVID-19 
is 10 times deadlier.

It’s possible that, even after 
most people take the vaccine, 
COVID-19 will still mirror the 
infections and deaths of the 
common flu. Every disease has 
its own personality.

Speaking of personalities, it’s 
not too late for you outliers to 
get a flu shot. And when your 
turn comes, get the COVID-19 
virus vaccine, both shots. Until 
then, wear a mask and social-
distance — if not for yourself, 
for your community, your fam-
ily, your friends, your co-work-
ers. Keep mask-wearing and 
social-distancing after your get 
the vaccine, till the CDC gives us 
the all clear. As new research has 
learned, you can still be a car-
rier of this hideous disease, par-
ticularly in your nose. Sneeze, 
cough, laugh or shout once and 
you could contaminate a room.

Tom Parrett

Science writer
Millerton

Appreciate editorial  

on wearing masks

Many thanks for your well-
written, sensible editorial on 
mask-wearing. It is, of course, 
unfortunate that such an edito-
rial should be necessary but the 
front-page article about the Talk 
of the Towne Deli owner dem-
onstrates that there are people 
who think like that in our com-
munity.  

My husband and I are rarely 
out so we have no sense of how 
prevalent this kind of attitude 
and behavior is, but the fact that 
it exists at all makes your edito-
rial needed and an important 
public service.  

Again, many thanks.
Amy Rothstein

Pine Plains

PHOTO BY JANET MANKO

Serene Sharon, Conn.

Sharon 

Hospital 

testing

 SHARON, Conn. —  Test-
ing for COVID-19 will move to 
an appointment-only basis at 
Sharon Hospital until further 
notice. All specimen collections 
at the hospital are completed in 
an isolated area at the facility’s 
rear Wound Care entrance.

Hours of operation: Mon-
day through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 845-790-8855, Op-
tion 1.

Information about CO-
VID-19 testing at Nuvance 
Health’s primary care practices 
and outpatient locations. Go to 
www.patients.healthquest.org/
covid-19-testing.

The mRNA vaccine, and what  

we know and don’t know yet

By Cynthia Hochswender

Development and distribu-
tion of the vaccine to protect 
against COVID-19 has moved 
very quickly, leaving many peo-
ple with questions about what’s 
happening.

What is a vaccine? 

The website at www.vaccines.
gov/basics (from HHS) explains 
that, “A vaccine is made from 
very small amounts of weak or 
dead germs that can cause dis-
eases — for example, viruses, 
bacteria, or toxins.”

The National Institutes of 
Health breaks it down further 
(www.niaid.nih.gov/research/
vaccine-types), explaining that 
there are three basic types of 
vaccines. The most common 
type are whole pathogen vac-
cines that “consist of entire 
pathogens that have been killed 
or weakened so that they can-
not cause disease. Such whole-
pathogen vaccines can elicit 
strong protective immune re-
sponses. Many of the vaccines 
in clinical use today fall into this 
category.”

Less common are the subunit 
vaccines, which “include only 
the components, or antigens, 
that best stimulate the immune 
system. Although this design can 
make vaccines safer and easier 
to produce, it often requires 
the incorporation of adjuvants 
to elicit a strong protective im-
mune response because the an-
tigens alone are not sufficient 
to induce adequate long-term 
immunity.”

The website describes nucleic 
acid vaccines as an “investiga-
tional approach” that “involves 
introducing genetic material 
encoding the antigen or anti-
gens against which an immune 
response is sought.”

The mRNA vaccine

The new COVID-19 vaccines 
are a type of nucleic acid vac-
cine, using what is known as 
mRNA or “messenger RNA.” 
The mRNA vaccines had been 
considered unstable and diffi-
cult to deliver to cells, but have 
become more reliable. 

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol And Prevention (CDC) goes 
into more detail, explaining that 
to trigger an immune response, 
“many vaccines put a weakened 
or inactivated germ into our 
bodies. Not mRNA vaccines. In-
stead, they teach our cells how to 

make a protein — or even just a 
piece of a protein — that triggers 
an immune response inside our 
bodies. That immune response, 
which produces antibodies, is 
what protects us from getting 
infected if the real virus enters 
our bodies.”

The COVID-19 mRNA vac-
cine, specifically, will “give 
instructions for our cells to 
make a harmless piece of what 
is called the ‘spike protein.’ The 
spike protein is found on the 
surface of the virus that causes 
COVID-19.”

Although there are not yet 
any licensed mRNA vaccines 
in use, “researchers have been 
studying and working with 
them for decades,” according to 
the CDC. “Interest has grown 
in these vaccines because they 
can be developed in a laboratory 
using readily available materi-
als. This means the process can 
be standardized and scaled up, 
making vaccine development 
faster than traditional methods 
of making vaccines.”

The CDC offers this reassur-
ance: “mRNA vaccines do not 
use the live virus that causes CO-
VID-19” and they “cannot give 
someone COVID-19.” 

And, “They do not affect or 
interact with our DNA in any 
way. mRNA never enters the 
nucleus of the cell, which is 
where our DNA (genetic mate-
rial) is kept.

“The cell breaks down and 
gets rid of the mRNA soon after 
it is finished using the instruc-
tions.”

What is an EUA

The new COVID-19 mRNA 
vaccine was developed by Pfizer, 
a U.S. company with ties to the 
Northwest Corner, and a Ger-
many company called BioNTech.

It has not been approved by 

the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) but has been ap-
proved for use through an EUA 
or Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion.

Another vaccine, by a com-
pany called Moderna, is also be-
ing tested and could be released 
soon. The FDA’s Vaccines and 
Related Biological Products Ad-
visory Committee was expected 
to meet Dec. 17 to discuss the 
Moderna vaccine.

Pfizer-BioNTech have done 
clinical trials on “approximately  
20,000 individuals 16 years of 
age and older,” who “have re-
ceived at least one dose of the 
vaccine.”

In the trials, Pfizer said, the 
“vaccine has been  shown to pre-
vent COVID-19 following two 
doses given three weeks apart. 
The duration of protection 
against  COVID-19 is currently 
unknown.”

Continued vigilance

Among the many things not 
known yet about COVID-19 and 
the new vaccines is how they will 
work in the real world. 

Also, there is a priority order 
for people to receive the vaccine, 
so it’s possible that within one 
household or family unit there 
can be some people who have 
been immunized and others who 
have not. 

For these and other reasons, 
the CDC recommends continu-
ing to follow social distancing 
protocols: wear a face mask, 
avoid crowds and indoor gath-
erings and stand 6 feet apart or 
more. Wash your hands often 
and thoroughly.

Even people who have al-
ready been infected and recov-
ered should continue to practice 
safety protocols. The jury is still 
out, according to the CDC, on 
post-infection immunity and 

how long it lasts.
“Since this virus is new, we 

don’t know how long natural 
immunity might last,” accord-
ing to its website. “Some early 
evidence — based on some 
people — seems to suggest that 
natural immunity may not last 
very long.”

It is also not yet known 
whether mass vaccination will 
protect the community at large 
through what is known as “herd 
immunity.”

The CDC warns that, “Ex-
perts do not know what percent-
age of people would need to get 
vaccinated to achieve herd im-
munity to COVID-19. Herd im-
munity is a term used to describe 
when enough people have pro-
tection — either from previous 
infection or vaccination — that it 
is unlikely a virus or bacteria can 
spread and cause disease. As a 
result, everyone within the com-
munity is protected even if some 
people don’t have any protection 
themselves. 

“The percentage of people 
who need to have protection in 
order to achieve herd immunity 
varies by disease.”

It is also not known yet how 
long the immunity provided by 
the new vaccine will last.

Where to learn more

Most of the information 
below is collected from vari-
ous Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) information pages; 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS); the 
National Institutes of Health; 
and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Those websites 
are frequently updated and are 
the best places to get definitively 
correct information. There is 
also specific information on the 
new vaccines at the websites of 
Pfizer and Moderna.
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SPORTS

Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

Real Estate

To view all the news and 
Classifieds from 

The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News  

each week, 
go to our website at www.

tricornernews.com

HELP WANTED
BUSINESS MANAGER: Silver 

Lake Conference Center is a 
year-round faith-based out-
door ministry site in Sharon. 
Business Manager’s responsi-
bilities include: manage and 
track operational budget, 
including reports, forecasts, 
trends, cost analysis; year-
round retreat business, includ-
ing sales, marketing, booking, 
billing; day-to-day business 
operation, including working 
with vendors, payroll, workers 
comp, database management; 
administrative support of 
summer camp program. Must 
have strong problem-solving 
and communication skills and 
work well with a team. Expe-
rience in accounting, sales, 
budgeting, payroll. Bache-
lor’s degree or equivalent 
experience. For full position 
description and application 
instructions, email jobs@
silverlakect.org. EOE.

CARPENTERS WANTED: Local 
established company looking 
for qualified carpenters. Segal-
la’s TurnKey Housing, LLC. is 
looking for a few carpenters 
with varying levels of expertise 
to join an established team. 
Must be able to work well with 
others performing a varied list 
of tasks from siding and roof-
ing to finish trim. Competitive 
wages, 401K, and health insur-
ance offered. Please contact 
us at rsegalla@sbcglobal.net 
or 860-824-0019.

SMALL ANGUS FARM: to take 
part time help. Duties include 
feeding, cleaning, fence repair, 
moving hay and grain daily. 
Will train the right person. 
860-364-5019.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Assistant Director of 
Alumni Relations

Salisbury School seeks an Assistant Director of  Alumni 
Relations who will have a significant role in engaging the 
School’s alumni through events and programming and in 
connecting alumni to each other and the School. The Assistant 
Director will interact regularly with alumni, volunteers, and 
campus colleagues to achieve departmental and School goals 
and to create a seamless culture of  alumni engagement and 
philanthropic support. Ideal candidates will be outgoing, self-
directed, possess exceptional relationship skills, 
and have demonstrated experience in leading teams 
and programs. 
Candidates should send letter of  application and 
resume to mdonecker@salisburyschool.org. 

           EOE

Salisbury School

HELP WANTED
ISABELLA FREEDMAN JEW-

ISH RETREAT CENTER: A 
year-round retreat facility 
located in Falls Village, CT. We 
serve 6,000 guests per year. 
We are currently seeking an 
Executive Chef (Full time). For 
more details please visit our 
website at https://hazon.org/
about/jobs-internships/ and 
email a copy of your resume 
to jobs@hazon.org.

LOCAL FAMILY SEEKING 
TWO POSITIONS: (1) Expe-
rienced educator to support 
in-person home instruction 
for 7th grader (3-4 hours/day, 
5 days/week) and (2) enthusi-
astic experienced person to 
organize/provide recreational 
activities (2-3 hours/day, 3-4 
days/wk.) Positions could be 
combined to 20-30 hr/wk po-
sition for the right applicant. 
Current college ed majors 
with experience may apply. 
COVID precautions a must. 
Call 970-485-3432 or email 
rebekah@teamcrossbridge.
com for further details.

S K I L L E D  C A R P E N T E R S , 
HANDYMEN AND CON-
STRUCTION MANAGERS: 
needed for quality local 
construction company. Join 
our excellent team. Contact  
prutting@prutting.com.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

A1 HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS: 
I te m s  re m ove d  a n d 
trucked away from homes, 
garages, barns, etc. Call Bill 
860 364-4653.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CONTACT MARIA TO CLEAN: 
Your Kitchen, Bathroom, Bed-
room, Floors, Windows etc. 
Commercial & Residential. Call 
or Text: 845-399-9880.

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call 
or text 917-538-1617. email 
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES 
FOR SALE: Locally grown. 
You pick out the perfect tree 
and we will cut it. All sizes 
and shapes. Located at 21 
Cardinal Lane, Salisbury, CT. 
Open Saturday and Sundays 
Nov. 28 to Dec. 20, 1p.m.-5 p.m. 
Other times by appointment. 
Call Will at 860-318-5096 for 
information.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1966 
revised March 12, 1989 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color religion, sex, handicap 
or familial status or national 
origin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the 
State of Connecticut General 
Statutes 46a-64c which pro-
hibit the making, printing or 
publishing or causing to be 
made, printed or published 
any notice, statement or ad-
vertisement with respect to 
the sale or rental of a dwelling 
that indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, sex,

REAL ESTATE
:marital status, age, lawful 

source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 
bathroom with dining room, 
office/walk-in closet duplex 
apartment with front and 
rear enclosed porches, on a 
quiet dead-end street in the 
town of Norfolk. Amenities 
include washer/dryer, refrig-
erator, stove/oven. Utilities 
include water, sewer and trash 
removal. Oil heat and electric-
ity separate. No pets. $950 
month. $950 security deposit 
required. 860- 307-9420.

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, 
whether in print, digital or web, is the perfect gift 
for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative 
who is away from the Tri-State area but would like 
to keep up with the local news ... a student away at 
school or college... or anyone who wants to know 
what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

give the gi�  of
NEWS!

CONTACT SANDRA LANG
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com
Or go to 

www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions 

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community 
Newspapers & Regional News Website

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASSMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

9.95 ACRES, sensational views, mountain stream with 1 or 2 pond 
locations, if desired, and great privacy. Ready for you to build a 
special home on. Broker owned. Offered at $550,000. 

ON 26+ ACRES, 3 bedrooms, living room, large kitchen, LARGE  
family room with fireplace, STUNNING VALLEY VISTAS 
from house, with and additional possible 2nd building site on 
the property. Detached 2 car garage. Offered at $1,200,000. 
Reasonable offers will be considered.

SALISBURY COUNTRY-SIDE: AMENIA RANCH:

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

LAKEVILLE: HAVE A CAR, BOAT, OR VEHICLE YOU WANT TO PROTECT/STORE THIS FALL  
OR YEAR ROUND? GREAT FACILITY, SECURE, AND HEATED.  $205-$250/MO-SIZE/VEHICLE  

DEPENDENT.  3 SPACES LEFT IN HEATED SECTION. CALL ROBIN IF INTERESTED.

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

MILLERTON, 
NY S18-789-8800 

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

TRULY BEAUTIFUL 1862 VICTORIAN  
WITH LAKE VIEWS

4,618 sq.ft. • .87 acres • 7 BR • 5 BA • 1 Half BA  
LAKEVILLE, CT. Renovated historic home built by Former Governor 
Alexander H. Holley. Currently 3 Apartments, can be easily returned to 
an elegant Single-Family Home.  
Web# EH4497          Juliet Moore                      $695,000

Visions of sugarplums dancing at Wethersfield

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Stars shown bright at Wethersfield in Amenia, when world renown dancers from the New 

York City Ballet presented a newly imagined holiday “Nutcracker” throughout December. 

The event, which was designed to move through the house and gardens, will be available 

for viewing Wednesday, Dec. 23, through Saturday, Dec. 26, at www.nutcrackeratwethers-

field.com/stream.

By CAROL KNEELAND 

Special to The Millerton News

AMENIA — The dream-like 
world of Tchaikovsky’s 1892 
Christmas classic, “The Nut-
cracker,” will be  more magical 
than ever as “some of the best 
dancers in the world” bring 
the ballet to life at the elegant 
Wethersfield Estate in Amenia.

The event is the brainchild 
of choreographer and director 
Troy Schumacher who, with 
the support of many, especially 
Wethersfield Foundation Board 
Vice Chairman and Secretary 
Tara Shafer, worked at top speed 
to bring some 50 New York City 
Ballet dancers and support staff 
out of the COVID-19 induced 
darkness and back into the 
spotlight. A sight, he said, that is 
“incredibly moving.”

Schumacher’s vision for the 
event took shape following a 
September tour of the extensive  
Wethersfield gardens, which he 
examined with an eye toward 
mounting an open air produc-
tion there next summer. Having 
been concerned about the im-
pact on “the art form and tradi-
tions” that a lack of the annual 
“Nutcracker” would have, he im-
mediately saw the possibilities 
of the classic Christmas ballet 
being performed in that perfect 
setting, “reimagined for the CO-

VID-19 era.”
The invitation-only event, for 

which performers prepared by 
isolating mainly at Wethersfield 
starting in mid-November, will 
be presented throughout the 
month before being live streamed 
on demand Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
through Saturday, Dec. 26, at 
www.nutcrackeratwethersfield.
com/stream.

Audience members, known 
as guests, will be organized in 

small, socially distanced groups 
or “pods” of eight, with a strictly 
limited total of 32 with none 
ever coming closer than 6 feet 
to anyone. 

Schumacher said they will  
“experience the Nutcracker in a 
very immersive way,” first in the 
highly decorated formal living 
and Gloriette rooms, where they 
can view party scene dancers 
dressed in donations from Os-
car de la Renta and Todd Snyder,  

which Schmacher said, “gives the 
experience a really wonderful 
timeless classic vibe.”

The mansion’s windows will 
provide views of the outdoor 
scene in which the Nutcracker 
kills the Mouse King on the es-
tate’s lawn, something Schmach-
er described as “a truly magical 
experience.”  

Then, breaking with tradition, 
“the Nutcracker actually greets 
the guests and leads them into the 

snow ballet, which takes place in 
the famous gardens of Wethers-
field and then into a large tent” 
with plenty of ventilation and 
air scrubbers for the final half of 
the event.

Schumacher said outdoor 
dancing “is actually not in toe 
shoes because the way shoes 
like that are constructed, they 
would just basically fall apart, 
so the snow scene is one of the 
more fantastical costumes. We 
actually put the ballerinas in full 
body snowboarding ski suits and 
ski style high topped boots and 
tutus. It’s quite a scene.”

Because of the unique outdoor 
nature of the presentation, de-
veloped for safety’s sake, Schum-
acher said contingency plans 
are in place, one of which was 
implemented when an early per-
formance was blown off schedule 
by heavy wind gusts.

He noted the entire work is “a 
feat of logistics.” 

He explained: “We actually 
have, in some cases, three casts 
of dancers swapping roles. We 
have the best dancers in the world 
here and we wanted to give as 
many of  them different feature 
opportunities as possible … so 
roles are shared between those 
dancers.” 

Schumacher, on behalf of Bal-
letCollective, which quarantined 
in Pine Plains this summer and 

premiered a new ballet in that 
town, produced the event. He 
said, “We are immensely grateful 
to Wethersfield for their enthusi-
asm for getting together with us 
to participate in this very special 
project. This was something that 
would be amazing any year but 
is only really possible because 
of what has happened this year. 
Normally every dancer in this 
production would be a part of 
the New York City Ballet ‘Nut-
cracker’ in Lincoln Center, which 
is obviously canceled this year. 
It’s incredibly unique for this year 
and we will see what happens in 
the future.”

Although Wethersfield nor-
mally charges for organizations 
presenting events on its grounds, 
it has donated the venue for “The 
Nutcracker,” which is being pre-
sented as a fundraiser for the Bal-
letCollective.  

“It’s more of a public service 
than anything else, although 
we certainly do not discour-
age people from also donating 
to us,” Wethersfield Foundation 
Program Director Matt Speer 
said. “I think this is the first of 
its kind. We’ve had much smaller 
Shakespeare performances  here, 
but nothing on this scale.” 

The estate is normally open 
only from June to September but 
Speer said, “This was an opportu-
nity to bring some holiday cheer.”

SPORTS IN BRIEF
Pine Plains ice skating this winter season

PINE PLAINS — The town of 
Pine Plains has set up its tempo-
rary community ice rink for the 
winter season. 

Located on the girls softball 
field at the recreation fields along 
Beach Road, the temporary ice 

rink will be open, weather 
permitting, for ice skating 
throughout the winter season. 

Look for updates on the 
rink’s status to be posted on 
the “Pine Plains Ice Rink” 
Facebook page.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON — The 
Town of Washington Recre-
ation Department’s winter 
schedule is as follows.

Kindergarten Basketball 
will be held on Wednesdays, 
from Jan. 6 through Jan. 27, 
from  5 to 6 p.m.

LMC Saturday Basketball, 
for grades 1 through 6, will be 
held Jan. 9 through Feb. 13.

Indoor Soccer for grades k 
through two will be held Mon-
days, from Jan. 11 through Feb. 
8, from 5 to 6 p.m.

Pickleball may be played by 
those who would like to rent the 
Guertin Gym weekday morn-
ings. For more information on 
this and other programs, email 
RecDirector@Washingtonny.
org or call 845-677-3419, ext. 6.

Recreation schedule for town of Washington
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The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

Plumbing & Heating

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Animal Care

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

Well Drilling

louis e. allyn & sons
Well Drilling

Water Systems Installed & Serviced
Established 1917

Canaan, CT                   (860) 824-5600 

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

29 Bissell St. • Lakeville
(860) 435-2211 • visionarycomputer.net

AirPods Pro Magic like you’ve never heard.

Visionary Computer (860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Auto Repair

Computer Services

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Maintenance

Landscaping

Heating Oil & Propane

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Roofing /Siding

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Serving Greater Litchfield County Since 1989

Follow us!

(860) 738-1114
Heating oil & Propane

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff

Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured
(860)499-0406      karlonwheels.com

Dave Kowalski LLC

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
Established 1998, Fully Licensed & Insured

northwestradiantheat@yahoo.com
Falls Village, CT 06031 | 860-671-1662 • 860-824-0113

◆

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

your news
your community

your life!

Not sure who to turn to when you need a service?

We’ll keep you connected.

Every week we bring you this directory of Specialists in print and online  

at www.tricornernews.com. From Automobiles to Windows,  

the Specialist you need is at your fingertips.

And, when you find the Specialist you’re looking for,  

let them know you found them in your independent,  

locally owned, community newspapers.

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

The MillerTon news

TriCornerNews.com
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