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Thank you! 

All Lines Of Insurance
Contractor Liability • Commercial Auto
Personal Auto • Home • Renters • Farm

VICKI BENJAMIN
518-789-4657 • vickibenjamincoleagency@gmail.com

1 John Street, Millerton, NY 12546

William J. Cole Agency, Inc.

Thank You!

860-824-5051
www.perottitreesurgeons.com

Thank you fi rst 
responders!

Trees • Ticks • Organic

PO Box 1206
Sharon, CT 06069

860-364-0773
ericnelsonconstruction@gmail.com

 Eric Nelson
CONSTRUCTION LLC

 Eric Nelson
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Building & Remodeling
Thank you!

Healthcare 
Professionals

First 
Responders

Essential 
Workers

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

salisburybank.com

thankyou

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Excavation • Landscaping • Grounds Maintenance

Thank You!
Sharon Lawn and Landscape gives 
thanks to fi rst responders during 

this worldwide pandemic.
Builders, Churches, Custodians, EMS, 

Financial Institutions, Food stores, 
Healthcare Facilities, Law Enforcement, 

Militia, Postal Service, Restaurants, 
Retail stores, Schools, Truckers,

 and our Hardworking, 
Dedicated Employees

Thank you for all you do. 
We appreciate 

your dedication 
and love.

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.

THANK YOU  
FIRST RESPONDERS!

thank you

# t r i s t a t e s t r o n g
t r i s t a t e c h a m b e r . c o m

thank you

# t r i s t a t e s t r o n g
t r i s t a t e c h a m b e r . c o m

Thank  
You!

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer
19 Main St. Salisbury, CT 

860 435 1414 • salisburywines.com

THANK 
YOU

 

HOME HEALTH • HOSPICE  
HOME ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

Providing compassionate care to the residents 
of Litchfield County for over a century!  

Serving all of the towns in Litchfield County as well as Burlington, Canton and Hartland  

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Litchfield County 

You can count on our care team to be there  
for you and your loved ones during these challenging times. 

Call us today at (860) 379-8561 
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
John Heck     (518)789-3669     Cindy Heck

Thank You 
Essential 
Workers!

5

5

The North East Community Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Program Provider.

NECC wishes to express our sincere 
gratitude to all first responders and 

other essential workers during 
the COVID-19 Crisis.

   NORTH EAST 
Community 
       Center

www.neccmillerton.org 

♥

The North East Community Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Program Provider.

To our communities, thank you.
The challenges of the last year  

have been more easily met  
because of each of you.

And, a special thank you to our readers, 
advertisers, and community contributors.

M ILLE RTON  N EWS
The

Th e Winsted Journal
M ILLE RTON  N EWS

The

Th e Winsted JournalCOMPASS

Lakeville 
Wine & Spirits

Thank you!

860-435-2600
336 Main Street
PO Box 1837
Lakeville, CT 06039

Show Them  
Your Heart

In gratitude for their service to our communities, 
10% of the revenue from this special section  

will be donated to Sharon Hospital.

After a year of pandemic, even with vaccines 
becoming available more widely, the dedication of 
our essential workers means as much as ever.

To Our First Responders
ready to respond to health,  
fire and safety emergencies

To Our Health Care Workers
meeting the physical, emotional and mental needs, 
routine or emergency, of our communities

To Our Delivery People
delivering essential goods to stores, homes and 
businesses and hauling refuse

To Our Essential Personnel
ensuring our grocery shelves are stocked,  
mail and packages delivered, information and news  
is shared and prescriptions are filled

To Our Teachers and Administrators
embracing brand new teaching methods  
and educating our children, whatever it takes  
to make it work

To Our Parents and Children
working through the challenges of distance  
and in-person learning during a pandemic

And To You
whether you fit into a category above or are  
doing your part to keep our communities  
safe and healthy by wearing masks and abiding  
by current CDC or state recommendations

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, March 11, 2021
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14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018
860-824-0209 | danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

Thank you!

22 MILLERTON RD LAKEVILLE CT 06039  

 ARGAZZIART.COM   860.435.8222

ARGAZZI ART

Complete Design
Installation & Service

Specializing In:
Gas Warm Air Systems

Central Air Conditioning

79 Pike Rd. Sheffi eld, MA
800-542-2422 • www.carlsonpropane.com

CARLSON
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

CT Lic. 302776: CT Lic: 278010 - CT Lic. 1113
CT HOD # 1002

MA Lic. 023709 • MA Lic 30167 • MA Lic 912An Independent Dealer

Installation & ServiceInstallation & ServiceInstallation & Service

Serving Northwest Corner Since 1979

Thank You

Sales • Service • Installation • Residential 

Commercial • Competitive Pricing 

Automatic Route Deliveries • Forklifts 

Construction • Heat • Hot Water • Cooking 

Budget Payment Plan

79 Pike Rd. Sheffi eld, MA
800-542-2422 • www.carlsonpropane.com

CARLSON PROPANE
Division of Carlson Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

CT HOD # 1002

Thank You

Design & Installation 
Surge Suppression

Protecting the Northeastern 
U.S. since 1953

www.alrci.com
(518) 789-4603   
(845) 373-8309   
(860) 364-1498

Thank you !

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 

Thank you to 
all first 

responders! 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service for Plumbing, 
Heating and AC and Drain Snaking 

• Duct Cleaning 

• Well Pumps & Water Treatment 

• Residential & Commercial 

• New Construction & Renovations 

• Radiant & Forced Hot Air Systems 

• Custom Sheet Metal Shop 

Serving Customers for over 90 years in 
Northwest Corner of CT,  

Southern Berkshire County MA,  
Eastern Dutchess County NY  

As well as the Towns of Kent, Sherman, 
New Preston, Warren, Goshen &  

Lake Waramaug 
 

Rick’s Wine& Spirits
Dave Wheeler, Wine Merchant

david.rickswine@gmail.com
(860) 364-5768 (store) • (845) 505-3993 (mobile)

12 Gay Street Sharon CT 06069

Thank You!

Thank you for all you do!  
– The team at Interlaken

74 Interlaken Road Lakeville CT 06039
1-800-222-2909 • www.interlakeninn.com

A!er a year of pandemic, even with 
vaccines becoming available more 

widely, the dedication of our essential 
workers means as much as ever.

In gratitude for their service  
to our communities,  
10% of the revenue  

from this special section  
will be donated to Sharon Hospital.

Show !em Your Heart
THE FALLS VILLAGE INN

In the heart of Falls Village
 V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V

THANK YOU
FIRST  

RESPONDERS!

860-824-0033  
THEFALLSVILLAGEINN.COM

Banner

Movies

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 

MOVIES
WED-SUN  

3PM Non-service 
matinees

FRI-SAT 
3PM Non-service 
7PM Full service

March 11-17, 2021

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Events

STREAMING: BRUCE T. PADDOCK

Sci-Fi and Brit Wit

SHARON PLAYHOUSE FEST  
CALLS FOR 10-MINUTE PLAYS

Sharon Playhouse 
in Sharon, Conn., has 
launched a festival of 
new 10-minute plays and 
musicals, called the “Sha-
ron Playhouse Writers 
Playground.”

The Writers Play-
ground is committed to 
giving talented writers, 
performers, directors and 
technicians in the North-
west Corner of Connecti-
cut and the neighboring 
communities in New 
York and Massachusetts 
a platform to showcase 
their talents in their own 
backyard and see their 
visions realized. 

The Playhouse also 
hopes to empower all 

people of any age and 
background to use their 
voice to tell diverse sto-
ries of self-expression and 
creativity.

Submissions will be 
accepted from writers in 
four different categories: 

Youth Submissions 
(written by individuals 18 
years of age or younger): 

• Plays 
• Musicals
Adult Submissions 

(written by individuals 19 
years of age and older):

• Plays 
• Musicals
The submission dead-

line is May 1, 2021. En-
trants should live within 
50 miles of the Playhouse. 

Works chosen will 
have performances this 
summer as part of the 
Playhouse Live Drive-In 
entertainment, which 
returns after a successful 
season in 2020.

In addition to the 
Writers Playground, the 
2021 Playhouse Summer 
season will include an 
even wider selection of 
entertainment including 
Broadway, Pop, Motown, 
Classical concerts, film, 
comedy, variety and the 
return of the very popular 
Dinner Cabaret Series.

More information can 
be found at the playhouse 
website, www.Sharon-
Playhouse.org.

If you’re a science fic-
tion fan, you probably 
know about Amazon 

Prime’s “The Expanse” 
— the best SF show on 
television ever. But you 
may not have heard of 
“Dark,” a German show 
running on Netflix.

Complete in three 
seasons, “Dark” is a 
time-travel story so full 
of plot twists you’ll need 
a map, or at least a family 
tree. Fortunately, each 
episode rewards multiple 
viewings. The acting is 
good, the directing great, 
and the casting and 
makeup work are aston-
ishing.

Don’t want to commit 
to a series right now? 
Check out “Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople,” the film 
Taika Waititi made in 
between “What We Do in 

the Shadows” and “Thor: 
Ragnarok.” It’s more like 
the former than the lat-
ter: a small, sweet, New 
Zealandish movie. 

Personally, I have little 
patience for films that 
wear their hearts on their 
sleeves, and 10 minutes 
in I was thinking, “OK, so 
the young boy is going 
to forge a bond with the 
crusty old man yadda 
yadda yadda.” But dang 
if I wasn’t misting up at 
the end all the same. And 
don’t worry, the laughs 
outweigh the touchy-
feely stuff.

Switching gears now, 
those of us who enjoy 
British humor but don’t 
subscribe to Acorn or 
BritBox can find plenty 
to enjoy on, believe it or 
not, YouTube. My per-
sonal favorite is a genre 
that’s very popular in 
Britain and nonexistent 
in this country: the panel 
show.

A panel show looks 
like a quiz show: Groups 
of celebrities, mostly 
comedians, are asked 
questions by a host. But 
the point isn’t getting 
the answer; the point is 
being funny.  And they 
can be insanely hilarious 
… although I probably 
should mention that 

none of the comics are 
censored.

The two best pan-
el shows available on 
YouTube are “The Big 
Fat Quiz of the Year” (or 
“Decade)” and “QI” — 
which, if you need help 
remembering it, stands 
for “quite interesting.” 

“QI” is more about 
little-known facts of 
history and science and 
such, while “Big Fat 
Quiz” features questions 
about pop culture. And 
yes, there are a lot of 
questions — and a few 
jokes — that you won’t 
get because you don’t live 
in the UK. But there will 
be enough laughs to keep 
you sailing through … 
especially if you look for 
episodes featuring Noel 
Fielding, Richard Ayoade 
(teamed together, if 
possible), Aishling Bee, 
David Mitchell, Holly 
Walsh or Sarah Millican.

If you want a straight-
up quiz show with 
civilian contestants, try 
the amusingly pompous 
“Mastermind,” which has 
roughly “Jeopardy!”-level 
questions, or the insanely 
difficult but awesomely 
clever “Only Connect.” 
Many episodes of both 
can be found on YouTube, 
too.
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14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018
860-824-0209 | danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

Thank you!

Lakeville 
Wine & Spirits

Thank you!

860-435-2600
336 Main Street
PO Box 1837
Lakeville, CT 06039

All Lines Of Insurance
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Personal Auto • Home • Renters • Farm

VICKI BENJAMIN
518-789-4657 • vickibenjamincoleagency@gmail.com

1 John Street, Millerton, NY 12546

William J. Cole Agency, Inc.

Thank You!

Complete Design
Installation & Service

Specializing In:
Gas Warm Air Systems

Central Air Conditioning

79 Pike Rd. Sheffi eld, MA
800-542-2422 • www.carlsonpropane.com

CARLSON
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

CT Lic. 302776: CT Lic: 278010 - CT Lic. 1113
CT HOD # 1002

MA Lic. 023709 • MA Lic 30167 • MA Lic 912An Independent Dealer

Installation & ServiceInstallation & ServiceInstallation & Service

Serving Northwest Corner Since 1979

Thank You

Sales • Service • Installation • Residential 
Commercial • Competitive Pricing 

Automatic Route Deliveries • Forklifts 
Construction • Heat • Hot Water • Cooking 

Budget Payment Plan

79 Pike Rd. Sheffi eld, MA
800-542-2422 • www.carlsonpropane.com

CARLSON PROPANE
Division of Carlson Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

CT HOD # 1002

Thank You

The Falls Village inn
In the heart of Falls Village
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19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
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10-7

Sunday
111-5
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Wine Spirits Beer

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
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Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer
19 Main St. Salisbury, CT 

860 435 1414 • salisburywines.com

THANK 
YOU

To our communities, thank you.
The challenges of the last year  

have been more easily met  
because of each of you.

And, a special thank you to our readers, 
advertisers, and community contributors.

M ILLE RTON  N EWS
The

Th e Winsted Journal
M ILLE RTON  N EWS

The

Th e Winsted JournalCOMPASS

PO Box 1206
Sharon, CT 06069

860-364-0773
ericnelsonconstruction@gmail.com

 Eric Nelson
CONSTRUCTION LLC

 Eric Nelson
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Building & Remodeling
Thank you!

The North East Community Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Program Provider.

NECC wishes to express our sincere 
gratitude to all first responders and 

other essential workers during 
the COVID-19 Crisis.

   NORTH EAST 
Community 
       Center

www.neccmillerton.org 

♥

The North East Community Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Program Provider.

Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches
Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections

Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1
Route 22, Millerton, NY

John Heck     (518)789-3669     Cindy Heck

Thank You 
Essential 
Workers!

5

5

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 

Thank you to 
all first 

responders! 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service for Plumbing, 
Heating and AC and Drain Snaking 

• Duct Cleaning 

• Well Pumps & Water Treatment 

• Residential & Commercial 

• New Construction & Renovations 

• Radiant & Forced Hot Air Systems 

• Custom Sheet Metal Shop 

Serving Customers for over 90 years in 
Northwest Corner of CT,  

Southern Berkshire County MA,  
Eastern Dutchess County NY  

As well as the Towns of Kent, Sherman, 
New Preston, Warren, Goshen &  

Lake Waramaug 
 

Healthcare 
Professionals

First 
Responders

Essential 
Workers

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

salisburybank.com

thankyou

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Excavation • Landscaping • Grounds Maintenance

Thank You!
Sharon Lawn and Landscape gives 
thanks to fi rst responders during 

this worldwide pandemic.
Builders, Churches, Custodians, EMS, 

Financial Institutions, Food stores, 
Healthcare Facilities, Law Enforcement, 

Militia, Postal Service, Restaurants, 
Retail stores, Schools, Truckers,

 and our Hardworking, 
Dedicated Employees

Thank you for all you do. 
We appreciate 

your dedication 
and love.

Show Them  
Your Heart

In gratitude for their service to our communities, 
10% of the revenue from this special section  

will be donated to Sharon Hospital.

After a year of pandemic, even with vaccines 
becoming available more widely, the dedication of 
our essential workers means as much as ever.

To Our First Responders
ready to respond to health,  
fire and safety emergencies

To Our Health Care Workers
meeting the physical, emotional and mental needs, 
routine or emergency, of our communities

To Our Delivery People
delivering essential goods to stores, homes and 
businesses and hauling refuse

To Our Essential Personnel
ensuring our grocery shelves are stocked,  
mail and packages delivered, information and news  
is shared and prescriptions are filled

To Our Teachers and Administrators
embracing brand new teaching methods  
and educating our children, whatever it takes  
to make it work

To Our Parents and Children
working through the challenges of distance  
and in-person learning during a pandemic

And To You
whether you fit into a category above or are  
doing your part to keep our communities  
safe and healthy by wearing masks and abiding  
by current CDC or state recommendations
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For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office

For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office

For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office

For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office

Thank You!

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury  
Washington Depot | Litchfi eld Loan Offi  ce

For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office

For nearly 175 years, National Iron Bank has been investing locally to 
preserve the special quality of life of this place we call home.

As New England’s oldest private bank, our banking experience is unique.  
With all the technology you need and the personal service that you value, 

trust the talented banking experts at National Iron Bank.

We welcome the opportunity to be your banker.  Let Iron Work for you. 

IronBank.com | 1-860-435-2581

for you and Litchfield County

Cornwall Bridge | Norfolk | Salisbury | Washington Depot | Litchfield Loan Office
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Show Them 
Your Heart CELEBRATING 

60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.

THANK YOU  
FIRST RESPONDERS!

860-824-5051
www.perottitreesurgeons.com

Thank you fi rst 
responders!

Trees • Ticks • Organic

Rick’s Wine& Spirits
Dave Wheeler, Wine Merchant

david.rickswine@gmail.com
(860) 364-5768 (store) • (845) 505-3993 (mobile)

12 Gay Street Sharon CT 06069

Thank You!

Design & Installation 
Surge Suppression

Protecting the Northeastern 
U.S. since 1953

www.alrci.com
(518) 789-4603   
(845) 373-8309   
(860) 364-1498

Thank 
y� !

thank you

# t r i s t a t e s t r o n g
t r i s t a t e c h a m b e r . c o m

thank you

# t r i s t a t e s t r o n g
t r i s t a t e c h a m b e r . c o m

Thank  
You!

After a year of pandemic, even with 
vaccines becoming available more 

widely, the dedication of our essential 
workers means as much as ever.

In gratitude for their service  
to our communities,  
10% of the revenue  

from this special section  
will be donated to Sharon Hospital.

Movies

M-F 9-5 • Sat 9-2
205 East Street 

Litch� eld, CT 
(860) 567-5448

PRIME BEEF 
GAME MEATS 
WHOLE ANIMAL 
PROCESSING

PRIME BEEF 
GAME MEATS 
WHOLE ANIMAL 
PROCESSING

ARTIST HARPER BLANCHET

STUDIO RENTAL WANTED

is looking to move his studio & living 
space from its present location to a new 
rental location in the Sharon, Salisbury, 

Millerton, Ancram, Copake area.
845.750.8853

harperblanchet.com354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now Showing
3/19, 20, 21, 24, 25

“RAYA AND THE  
LAST DRAGON” PG
WED-SUN  

3PM Non-service 
matinees

FRI-SAT 
3PM Non-service 
7PM Full service

BOOKS: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Losing Time With the Author  
Of ‘Call Me By Your Name’
At the one-year anni-

versary of the start 
of the pandemic, 

we have become unwitting 
experts on the subjective 
nature of time. In joy, 
hours escape us, when 
waiting in expectation the 
second hand stands still, 
and when we have no-
where to go and nothing to 
do for a year, we reconsid-
er what time means to us. 
When you think back on 
your year spent at home, 
you’ll remember not just 
what you did, but what 
you wanted to do instead, 
what you had missed and 
missed out on, and all you 
dreamed of doing once 
this ordeal met its end.

This blending of the 
emotional and temporal 
is central to the writing 
of André Aciman. The 
distinguished professor 
at the Graduate Center of 
City University of New York 
is the author of the mem-
oir “Out of Egypt,” and is 

best known for his 2007 
novel which inspired the 
2017 Best Picture-nominee 
and Best Adapted Screen-
play-winner “Call Me By 
Your Name,” as well as the 
novel’s 2019 sequel, “Find 
Me.”

In a joint online pre-
sentation on Wednesday, 
March 10, between House 
of Books in Kent, Conn., 
and Kent Memorial Li-
brary, historian and biog-
rapher David Nasaw joined 
Aciman to discuss his 
new collection of essays, 
“Homo Irrealis.” An ode to 
the transportive and tricky 
nature of time, Aciman 
takes on the irrealis mood, 
a minor grammatical ex-
pression that accounts for 
an event spoken of which 
has not yet, and may never, 
occur — and turns it into a 
condition of living. 

“Most of us spend … I 
don’t know what percent-
age of our time… thinking 
of the future, of what our 
fantasies are, our past fan-
tasies, the ones we never 
realized in the past and 
that continue to reverber-

ate on us,” Aciman said to 
Nasaw. “In other words, 
the things that we never 
did have acquired their 
own memory. So they 
haunt us just as much as 
the things that we did.”

Many will associate 
Aciman with the idle sum-
mer atmosphere of Italian 
director Luca Guadagni-
no’s adaptation of “Call Me 
By Your Name,” but crucial 
to the novel is the young 
narrator’s anxious rela-
tionship with what might 
be. His mind is a dance 
between his lusty day-
dreams of the future and 
the fear that time will run 
out before they are ever re-
alized. As Aciman said of 
his fiction, in which most 
of the story’s “action” oc-
curs within his characters’ 
longing, romantic minds, 
“There’s a very unsteady 
foothold in reality.” 

This willingness to es-
cape the concrete is what 
makes Aciman such a 
tender observer of human 
desire — the excited fever 
and pangs of loss it can 
stir in us at once. “Homo 

Irrealis” recounts moments 
from across Aciman’s 
decades and travels, from 
Egypt to Rome to Man-
hattan movie theaters to 
see Éric Rohmer’s French 
films, but what happens 
in the darkened theater, 
or on a crowded bus as a 
teenager when he feels a 
stranger press against him, 
is so illusory it is almost 
incidental. 

What Aciman is keenly 
interested in is not re-
counting exact events, 
but our relationships with 
those lost yearnings, as 
well as the art that colors 
our perceptions. Writ-
ing on everything from 
Sigmund Freud to Julia 
Child to James Joyce’s 
“The Dead,” Aciman 
understands the way art 
reshapes our owns views 
of love, sex, growing older 
and even entire cities. 

As in one essay, as he 
described seeing the 1960 
film “The Apartment”: 
“The film was about me. 
All great art invariably 
lets us say the same thing, 
‘this was really about me.’ 

And this, in most cases, 
is not only a consolation, 
it’s an uplifting revelation 
that reminds us that we 
are not alone.”

Much of “Homo Irrea-
lis” exists in the specula-
tive, and Aciman is above 
all an observer of specu-
lative desires. He writes 
of our hope to connect 
and the pieces of art that 
we borrow along the way 
to better chart the gram-
mar of our own searching 
hearts. 

As he said to Nasaw, 
“You can never see Nice 
again, you see Matisse in 
Nice. You never see the ca-
thedral in Rouen, you see 
the cathedral that Monet 
painted. You’re always 
seeing things through the 
artist. And of course you 
can never see Dublin in 
snow without thinking of 
Joyce.”

Personalized signed 
copies of “Homo Irrea-
lis: Essays” are available 
through House of Books in 
Kent. For orders and more 
information go to www.
houseofbooksct.com.

WORK BY 
PRENTICE 
AT ALDRICH 
MUSEUM

Tim Prentice, a 
beloved artist/archi-
tect whose work is 
created and often seen 
in Cornwall, Conn., 
where he has lived for 
decades, has a new 
show of work at the 
Aldrich Contemporary 
Art Museum in Ridge-
field, Conn.

The two-part solo 
exhibition showcases 
20 indoor works, five 
outdoor works and 
a video portrait of 
the artist. The indoor 
exhibition will be on 
view from March 29 to 
Oct. 4 and the outdoor 
installation will be on 
view from Sept. 19, 
2021, to April 24, 2022.

Artist David Col-
bert, also a Cornwall 
resident, has assisted 
Prentice for more than 
30 years and his role 
in the artist’s practice 
cannot be overesti-
mated. Increasingly, 
Colbert has become 
a true collaborator 
in all details of the 
studio’s output, and 
he is working closely 
with The Aldrich on 
the realization of the 
exhibition.

The exhibition will 
be accompanied by a 
28-page catalogue fea-
turing an essay by the 
exhibition’s curator, 
Richard Klein. 

To learn more 
about the show, go to 
www.thealdrich.org. 
To learn more about 
Prentice and his work, 
go to www.timpren-
tice.com. To learn 
more about Colbert, 
go to www.davidcol-
bert.com.
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