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Choose your path with bold artistic e� orts this 
month, although you may � nd it’s not as easy as you 
thought to distinguish the angelic from the demonic. 

ART
Heavenly Bodies 
Of Versailles, 4

FASHION
� ierry Mugler’s 
Angels, 6

FILM
Lars Von Trier’s 
Vision of Hell, 9 

MUSIC
Heaven on Earth
With Crescendo, 11

THEATER
� e Hell of the NYC
Homeless Crisis, 12

THEATER
Return to Pride 
and Prejudice with 
Shakespeare 
& Company, 13

Choose your path with bold artistic e� orts this 

DANCE
Balanchine’s Candy 

Heaven Ballet, 7

PAINTING DETAIL FROM
MARIA IMMACULATA (1728)
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Integrative Medicine & Surgery • Diagnostic / Laboratory
Dental • Acupuncture / Traditional Chinese Medicine

Chiropractic • Therapeutic Laser

199 Route 44, Millerton, NY | 518-789-3440
Visit us on the web: www.millertonvet.com, www.MVPonlineRx.com

visit us on Facebook at facebook.com/millertonvet

Carolyn Cannon, DVM • Tracey Fahey, DVM
Tatiana Saunders, DVM

Gift Certifi cates Available
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GREEN RIVER GALLERY
SINCE 1975

SPECIALIZING IN WORKS BY ERIC SLOANE AND 
AMERICAN ART OF THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES

1578 Boston Corners Rd., Millerton, NY 12546 • 518-789-3311
Just 5¾ miles north of Millerton

Open Saturday: 10-5, Sunday: 12-5, or by appointment

ERIC SLOANE, NA
(1905-1985)

“Thunderbolts”  •  18” x 28”  •   Oil on Masonite

Continuous Architecture, 24” x 36” oil on masonite
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Where Are You Going?

December is the season of lights, but it is also the darkest 
time of year — just ask the residents of Northern Sweden, 
who refer to the fall of darkness as polarnatt or “polar 

night,” a time in Scandinavia when the sun sets for more than 
24 hours. Darkness and light are a part of the winter culture, the 
twilight magic of the approaching shortest day of the year. � is 
Compass embraces the intensity of dichotomy, the double-faced 
Janus month of joy and misery, Christian charity and Christmas 
capitalism, excess and poverty, good and evil. Choose your path 
in my calendar of bold artistic e� orts available to the public this 
month, although you may � nd it’s not as easy as you thought to 
distinguish the angelic from the demonic. � e pursuit of piety 
and pleasure can exist within one.

Seasons greetings from your Compass editor,
Alexander Wilburn
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HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, HANDBAGS,
WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock, Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft,
Vionic, French Sole, Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

25 North Main Street
Kent, CT 06757
860-927-0009
Mon-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5
sundogshoe@aol.com

27 N. Main Street
Kent, CT 06757

#ThePaintedCan

Chalk Paint®
Workshops

Holiday Gifts
& More

CELEBRATING 42YEARS

1976 2018

10 North Main Street
860-927-4104

K
EN

T’SLITERARY LANDM
ARK

H

O
USE OF BOOKS

Books • Journals
Puzzles • Games

Toys • Music
Art Supplies

Greeting Cards

Holiday Shopping!

NEW
LOCATION

5 Bridge Street
Kent, CT 860-927-3377

Tasting Chandon
The North Face * Toad and Co. * Woolrich

Jewelry by Riverstone * Local Foods * Unique Inventory
Nostalgic Candy

Stop by the Swift House, at  the
intersection of Rts. 7 & 341, or
at Kent Kitchen Works, 6 Kent
Green Blvd.,  to pick up your
flute, map and get your hand

stamped. Then you are on your
way to tasting more than 30

sparkling wines, enjoying
appetizers and getting some

holiday shopping done!

Enter your name to win one
of three great bottles of

champagne.

$22 in advance
(kentstroll.com)
$25 at the door

Starts at 4pm
Fri. & Sat.

Chic Boutique
Let us bring our the “Fashionista”

in you.

Chic with a
Little Bit of Funk

Kent Town Center
25 Main Street, Kent

860-927-3780

25 North Main St, Kent, CT
Tue-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5; Closed Mon

860-927-0009 
sundogshoe@aol.com

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!
SHOES, BOOTS, SLIPPERS, 

HANDBAGS, WALLETS & MITTENS

Merrell, Keen, Dansko, Naot, Birkenstock,
 Ecco, Clarks, Born, Sofft, Vionic, Aetrex, 
Taos, Arcopedico, Wolky and Many More

OBLONG BOOKS

BOOKS
TOYS

GAMES
GIFTS

FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST 

We gift wrap!

Millerton & Rhinebeck
OBLONGBOOKS.COM

ART: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Versailles’
Heavenly 
Bodies
A highly desirable guest. What 

could be a more delicious 
way to be described? And by 

Nancy Mitford no less. Long after her 
death, Jeanne Antoinette Poisson 
received this delectable sobriquet 
from Mitford, who wrote that Pois-
son’s innate desirability stemmed 
from “her looks and elegance, and 
possessing as she did that intense 
love of life, and interest in human 
beings, which is perhaps the basis 
of what we variously call charm, sex 
appeal or fascination.” Bright Young 
� ing that she was, Nancy Mitford 
knew a thing or two about people in 
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JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS IN SUPPORTING 
THE HOTCHKISS LIBRARY OF SHARON!

Every dollar and every gift makes a difference.
Thank you!

bit.ly/hls-pavers • 860-364-5041 • hnelson@hotchkisslibrary.org 

Donate an engraved paver or a gift of any size
to honor the Book Lover in your life:

$250 / One line of engraving

$500 / Two lines of engraving

$1000 / Three lines of engraving

Bach at New Year’s

berkshirebach.org/events 

Saturday  Dec. 31  |  6 PM
Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center

Great Barrington, MA

Monday  Jan. 2  |  3 PM
Academy of Music 
Northampton, MA

Celebrate the virtuosi of  
The Berkshire Bach Ensemble  in 

solo, double, and triple concerti  
and ring in the New Year with us!

Sunday  Jan. 1  |  3 PM
Troy Savings Bank Music Hall

Troy, NY

A Baroque Concerto Showcase
Music Director EUGENE DRUCKER

leads The Berkshire Bach Ensemble

TICKETS available at the 
venue box off ices and online —

Berkshire Bach Member discounts apply
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New Year’s
A Baroque Concerto Showcase
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Berkshire Bach Member discounts apply
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Portrait of Madame 
de Pompadour

by François Boucher

possession of charm and fascination 
(not to mention fascism, but that’s 
another story). A friend to Evelyn 
Waugh, Mitford was born to privilege, 
money and dysfunction, and used her 
intricate knowledge of upper class 
(or “U”) curiosities as both a novel-
ist and a biographer. Her nonfiction 
works included historical accounts 
of the colorful lives of Voltaire, Louis 
XIV known as The Sun King, and the 
greatest mistress to sleep her way to 
the top of Versailles’ pecking order, 
Jeanne Poisson — the Madame de 
Pompadour.

When the aristocracy still ruled 
France, when marriage was for duty 
and mistresses were for pleasure (and 
power), the flirtatious charged, mad-
cap meeting of Jeanne Antoinette 
and King Louis XV was legend. The 
initially low-born Jeanne may have 
already been married, but the oppor-
tunity to ensnare the king was too en-
ticing. “Every pretty woman in the Ile 
de France nurtured a conviction that 
she would carry off the prize,” Mitford 
wrote. “Such was the prestige of the 
monarch in those days, so nearly was 
he considered a god, that very little 
shame attached to the position of his 
mistress.” Not to mention an apart-
ment in Versailles and a fortune paid 
to the lucky woman’s family. Jeanne 
caught his attention purposely block-
ing off his carriage with her conspicu-
ously feminine pink phaeton, and he 
in turn made his move by inviting her 
to a masked ball, where he met her 
in disguise while she dressed as the 
Roman lunar goddess of the hunt, 
Diana. Louis, Mitford wrote, “had 
never known that particularly de-
lightful relationship of sex mixed with 
laughter.”

Her feminine tastes and patron-
age to artists help cultivate the 
Rococo decorative movement, and 
her best-known portraits were com-

missions by François Boucher. The 
18th century French painter was the 
Rococo master of voluminous silk 
gowns, plump, milky skin, rounded, 
soft breasts and buttocks, wild swans, 
fluttering pink ribbons and periwin-
kle blue skies. Romantic and erotic, 
pastoral and mythical, Boucher 
crafted pastel paradise on the canvas, 
and his portraits of Jeanne feature her 
in blissful rule as the court’s maîtres-
se-en-titre. 

“Promenades on Paper: Eighteenth-
Century French Drawings from the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France” with 
selected works by François Boucher 
opens at the Clark Art Institute in Wil-
liamstown, Mass., on Dec. 17.
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� e Scent of Angels
The smell of Christmas memo-

ries, but oh so dirty. � at 
was the promise of Angel, 

the � ierry Mugler 1992 eau de 
parfum shaped like a starry orna-
ment cut from diamond-sharp ice. 
Paradox spritzed out from the chilly 
winter-blue bottle, all sweetness 
and warmth, sugary cotton candy 
and sweet amber, berries and spices, 
chocolate and a heaping of patchouli. 
� e ads were devilish for an angel’s 
scent, the Ferrari-curves of Mick Jag-
ger’s lover, Jerry Hall, as a siren in the 
sand (her daughter, bombshell model 
Georgia May Jagger would later take 
over the Angel role in 2014). 

Hardly ethereal, Mugler’s celestial 
beings were hedonistic, more like the 
inter-demential aliens in gay hustler-
turned-novelist Clive Barker’s “Hell-
raiser” — “demons to some, angels to 
others.” 

Back before the watered-down 
minimalism of the modern day 
fashion industry, even among the 
outrageous originality of the 1980s 
and ’90s catwalks, Manfred � ierry 
Mugler rose above as a true original. 
� e French designer, who began as a 
young gay ballet dancer at the Opéra 
National du Rhin, pioneered syn-

thetic, initially “low-end” fabrics like 
vinyl, latex and faux fur. Similarly, his 
catwalks were carnivals of unexpect-
ed casting, pulling from “low” culture 
to carry o�  his couture creations 
— down the runway came the hand-
somely bronzed-up gay porn star Je�  
Stryker in black leather pants and 
calf-spotted cowboy chaps, both of 
which he sensationally stripped o�  to 
reveal a pair of black briefs, “Lucky” 
and “Me” scripted over each butt 
cheek. Mugler also cast Connie Flem-
ming, a Black trans woman known for 
her performances in the downtown 
drag New York nightclub scene. 

Mugler died at age 73 this year, but 
his colorful career will be remem-
bered for a forward-thinking open-
ness to sexuality and racial diversity, 
his o� -kilter, cybernetic sense of the 
strange, his transmutation of rubber 
into a statement of radical femininity, 
and his combined stitching of science 
� ction, sex appeal and the ultimate 
sartorial call to strength — the power 
suit. Hillary Clinton wore Angel, after 
all.

“� ierry Mugler: Couturissime” is 
now on view at � e Brooklyn Museum 
in Brooklyn, N.Y.

— Alexander Wilburn

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM
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Millerton Service Center

Master Technicians
Michael Lyman   52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
Adam Lyman                 (518) 789-3462

We Buy and Sell  Quality Used Cars
We employ technicians certi� ed

by the National Institute for
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Remote Car Starters • Snow Tires

Factory parts
shipped daily!

SEE US FIRST
For all of your service

and repair needs!

Service Hours: 7 am - 5 pm Mon-Fri

Millerton Service Center

Master Technicians
Michael Lyman   52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
Adam Lyman                 (518) 789-3462

We Buy and Sell  Quality Used Cars
We employ technicians certi� ed

by the National Institute for
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Remote Car Starters • Snow Tires • Auto Detailing

Factory parts
shipped daily!

SEE US FIRST
For all of your service

and repair needs!

Service Hours:
7 am - 5 pm Mon-Fri • 7 am - Noon Sat

DANCE: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Balanchine’s Candied Paradise of Childhood
Sugar plums and marzipan, 

dewdrops, chocolates and candy 
canes, the wonders of “The Nut-

cracker’s” Land of Sweets are treats 
and spectacles, perhaps no greater 
than the fantasy of the immense 
rising Christmas tree, which grows 
towering like a magic bean stalk from 
the stage. As midnight chimes on 
Christmas Eve, a young girl meets a 
young prince in disguise, and both are 
flung into a secret battle of tin sol-
diers, gingerbread men and a multi-
headed mouse framed in faces like a 
Hindu god. Based on the novella by 
German author E.T.A. Hoffmann, the 
ballet set to a score by Tchaikovsky 
was deemed a failure at the end of 

the 19th century, but was revived as 
an enduring classic by choreographer 
George Balanchine’s New York City 
Ballet in 1954 (they have performed 
it every year since). “The Father of 
American Ballet,” Balanchine had 
been a master for The Ballets Russes 
under Sergei Diaghilev, the man re-
sponsible for the widespread popular-
ity of ballet in Europe. Balanchine’s 
trademark dance method he honed at 
his American company can be seen in 
the severity of the speed and strong, 
clean lines created by the highly flex-
ible ballerinas. The Sugar Plum Fairy 
as he choreographed it remains the 
most changing role in ballet —  put 
through hell to dance like an angel.

PHOTOS BY ERIN BAIANO

“The Nutcracker” is now being performed by the New York City Ballet at 
Lincoln Center in New York, N.Y., and by the Nutmeg Ballet Conservatory 
at The Warner Theatre in Torrington, Conn., on Dec. 10, 11, 17 and 18.
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To our readers, advertisers and 
community contributors, thank you.

.
We at The Lakeville Journal and  

The Millerton News sincerely wish 
each of you and your families a 

healthy and joyful holiday season.

Thank  
You

860-824-7276
337 Ashley Falls Rd (Route 7) - Canaan, Ct 06018

sales - service - parts

WWW.CRANESOPE.COM

Outdoor Power Equipment

Sales: Rich Crane - richie@cranesope.com
Service: Todd MacNeil - todd@cranesope.com
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Antiques • Furniture • Collectibles 
Prints • Paintings • Carpets • Glassware

“Lots of History to Choose From”
OPEN EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

CASH AND CHECKS

6082 Route 22 North, Millerton, NY — 518-789-2022
One mile north of Route 22/44 tra�  c light in Millerton

OLD MILL OF IRONDALE

The JohnsonsThe Johnsons

FILM: ALEXANDER WILBURN

The Hell of Your Home
When you go home do you 

look around and wonder, 
‘Who are these people, 

where did I even come from?’” Clau-
dia Larson, as played by Holly Hunter, 
wonders. “I mean, you look at them 
all sitting there, you know… they look 
familiar, but who the hell are they?” 

What could be more familiar, and 
familial, a sentiment? 1995’s “Home 
for The Holidays,” the sophomore 
directorial effort from former child 
actress Jodie Foster, serves mashed 
potato, creamed corn slop and the 
slush of November’s dying color-
grade — dingy grays, dreary maroons, 
stale coffee browns. Set in a suburb 
of Baltimore, single mother Claudia 
returns to her parents’ house for 
Thanksgiving after losing her job (and 
losing her teenage daughter to her 
boyfriend’s family). The film is turgid 
and nostalgic, capturing a particu-
larly cozy American ugliness. 

Foster, who directed and re-wrote 

the original screenplay, seems to 
fracture her psyche between her 
characters, splitting her concerns. 
There’s the wry, straight-shooting, 
but put-upon workhorse Claudia, 
and there’s her brother Tommy, 
played with a dashing freneticism by 
a young, and still heroin-addicted, 
Robert Downey Jr. (Downey has 
spoken publicly on the subject). 
With the shadow of the AIDS cri-
sis still looming in America, Foster 
wrote and directed Tommy with a 
scandalizing sense of freedom, as a 
young man, it turns out, with little 
emotional need for his family. He’s 
already secretly married his boy-
friend, surrounded by their friends, in 
a far off world he’s crafted for himself, 
that the limited scope of his family 
(or Foster’s public at the time) could 
never understand.

Screening presented by The Boon-
docks Film Society at The Moviehouse 
in Millerton, N.Y. on Dec. 13.

Robert Downey Jr. in “Home For the Holidays,” 
 and, right, director Jodie Foster on set of filming.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MOVIESTILLSDB
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OLD MILL OF IRONDALE

The JohnsonsThe Johnsons

Return to Lars Von Trier’s Purgatory of Pain

After 25 years the doors have 
opened again. The first name 
in Danish filmmaking and the 

bad boy of avant-garde arthouse cin-
ema returns to the television series he 
originally concluded in 1997, now with 
a final third season. Lars von Trier, 
who pioneered the art movement 
Dogme 95 — a strict, stripped-back 
style that “returned power to the direc-
tor” — and shocked the Cannes Film 
Festival with explosive, divisive entries 
like “Antichrist,” “Dogville” and “Nym-
phomaniac,” took an unexpected, 
brief path into television in the 1990s. 
Inspired by what was happening 
overseas as David Lynch’s experimen-
tal tonal shifts on ABC’s “Twin Peaks” 
— surreal, foreboding, a soap opera 
spliced with Dadaism — changed the 
landscape of the medium, von Trier 
hoped to do the same for Danish 

Continued on next page
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An intimate evening  An intimate evening 
of standards performed  of standards performed 

by a “Django-esque”-group  by a “Django-esque”-group 
of two guitars, violin & bassof two guitars, violin & bass

Sponsored bysat dec 17 at 8pm
Sponsored by

john pizzarelli
& jessica molaskey:

strings attached

See online for current safety protocols
Great Barrington, MA • 413-528-0100 • mahaiwe.org

FRIDAY!
deer tick
dec 9 at 8pm

FREE!
miracle on
34th st (1947)

fri dec 16

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers  
New York State Inspections  

Open Mon - Fri 8 to 5; Sat 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669

John Heck • Cindy Heck

Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

PRODUCTION PHOTO BY HENRIK OHSTEN

broadcast television. Shot in eerie or-
ange sepia on a wild handheld camera 
and a budget of perhaps kr35.00, von 
Trier’s supernatural hospital show 
“The Kingdom” is darkly absurd, a 
claustrophobic dreamscape where 
exorcisms, severed heads, bureaucracy 
and dry, situational humor collide. 
Called “Riget” in the Danish broad-
cast, a nickname for Rigshospitalet, 
the largest public teaching hospital 
in Copenhagen, the series attracted 
vocal fans, including American master 
of horror, Stephen King. The long 
awaited third season, “The Kingdom: 
Exodus” brings the full episode count 
up to 13, but five hours is really more 
than enough time for von Trier’s dark 
humored nihilism to alter your brain.

MUBI presents the digital restored 
three seasons of “The Kingdom” at Film 
at Lincoln Center in New York, N.Y., 
starting Dec. 16.

… purgatory
Continued from previous page
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Noi Salon
for Men, Women and ChildrenLori Hoyt, Stylist

2A Station Place, Norfolk
(next to Norfolk Hub)

Wednesdays, � ursdays, Fridays
10 am to 6 pm

Saturdays by Appointment

860-671-1233
Stay Tuned for our Grand Opening Event coming soon!

NOW 
OPEN!

N E W  S A L O N  O P E N I N G

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
10 am to 4 pm

Saturdays by Appointment

860-671-1233

NOW 
OPEN!

Stay Tuned for our Grand Opening Event coming soon!

2A Station Place, Norfolk
(next to Norfolk Hub)

Noi SaloN
for Men, Women and ChildrenLori Hoyt, Stylist

3 Station Place, Norfolk, CT 
In the Royal Arcanum
413-441-5324  
HealingNestNorfolk@gmail.com

A sacred healing space,  
offering a variety  
of alternative  
healing modalities

MUSIC: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Return to Heaven with Bach’s Birth of Christ
Weihnachts Oratorium or 

The Christmas Oratorio 
is an usual piece broken 

into chapters like an unfolding 
narrative story. Written by famed 
German Baroque composer Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach in 1734, the 
six cantatas were created for a 
Christmastide audience, and it has 
perhaps survived as a classic of the 
festive winter season for its inherent 
story-like quality, progressing like 
a play. Lengthy as it may be it was, 
in fact, meant to be played across 
six days. Beginning on Christmas 
Day, the first part, with its jubilant 

trumpeted introduction of choral 
revelry, announces The Birth of 
Christ. The flutes take the lead in 
the second part, The Adoration of 
The Shepherds, as an angel appears 
to the humble men and their flocks, 
guiding them towards Bethlehem. 
This would have been played on the 
day after Christmas, St. Stephen’s 
Day, a public holiday in Bach’s native 
Germany. The third part, a return to 
jubilation on St. John’s Day, tells of 
the shepherd’s arrival to gaze upon 
Christ in the manger. On New Year’s 
Day, Bach intended the fourth part 
to be played, marking The Nam-

ing of Christ. As described in Luke 
2:21, “And when eight days were 
accomplished for the circumcising 
of the child, his name was called 
Jesus, which was so named of the 
angel before he was conceived in 
the womb.” On the Second Sunday 
after Christmas, the fifth part tells of 
the wise men who followed the star 
from their foreign kingdoms, a jour-
ney poet T.S. Eliot lyrically narrated 
in a 1927 series of verses — “Just the 
worst time of the year / For a jour-
ney, and such a long journey / The 
ways deep and the weather sharp / 
The very dead of winter. / And the 

camels galled, sorefooted, refrac-
tory / Lying down in the melting 
snow.” Lastly, is The Adoration of the 
Magi, a piece which concludes with 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus’ Flight to 
Egypt from The Gospel of Matthew, 
as depicted with glowing, nighttime 
intensity in the 1627 Dutch Golden 
Age oil painting by Rembrandt, a 
1614 oil by Rubens, and many others.

Crescendo will perform “Resonet In 
Laudibus – Resounding Joyful Prais-
es” Renaissance and Baroque holiday 
music for chorus and brass at Trinity 
Lime Rock Church in Lakeville, Conn., 
on Dec. 10.

DETAIL FROM ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS BY BRONZINO
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THEATER: ALEXANDER WILBURN

A Safe Heaven from the 
Hell the Homeless Crisis

PHOTOS BY B.A. VAN SISE

It doesn’t take much more than 
anecdotal evidence to notice 
the homelessness crisis in New 

York City. This year the Coalition for 
The Homeless, a nonprofit advo-
cacy group, reported that New York 
City’s levels of homeless residents 
have reached their highest numbers 
since the 1930s’ Great Depression 
era, with “60,252 homeless people, 
including 19,310 homeless chil-
dren, sleeping each night in New 
York City’s main municipal shelter 
system” in September. The housing 
market in the city combines high 
demand, inflated prices and low 
supply. Between soaring rents, the 
continued COVID-19 pandemic and 
the current migrant crisis, those 
numbers may only get worse in the 
next year. Reported by The New 
York Times this month, “About 3,400 
people were living in streets and 
subways in January, according to an 

annual estimate that is often criti-
cized as an undercount.”

On Site Opera, a performance 
group who utilize changing, unusual 
venues to bring accessibility, equity 
and diversity to the art of opera is 
pairing with Chelsea’s Holy Apostles 
Soup Kitchen (the largest in Man-
hattan) for a production of “Amahl 
and the Night Visitors” by Italian 
composer and librettist Gian Carlo 
Menotti. Inspired by The Adoration 
of The Magi, the one-act opera will 
feature both renowned opera solo-
ists and musicians and a Shepherds 
Chorus composed of New York resi-
dents who have experienced home-
lessness and food scarcity first hand.

“Amahl and the Night Visitors” will 
be performed at Holy Apostles Soup 
Kitchen in New York, N.Y., on De-
cember 8 through 10. Audiences are 
asked to bring a non-perishable food 
donation.
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Happier Holidays 

Open Daily
1375 North Main Street

Sheffield, MA

PLEASE CONSUME RESPONSIBLY. This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against 
the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 

coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of Edibles may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

THEATER: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Heavenly Houses, 
Devilish Wit
It is with some irony to note that 

despite the controlling school 
years calendars — the ebb and 

flow of semesters, sports and winter 
break — during which most 21st cen-
tury girls consume with some fervor 
the works of Jane Austen, the 19th 
century author of landed gentry ro-
mances scarcely replied upon the sea-
sons for setting. Apart from her final 
published work, “Persuasion,” a more 
staid expression of aging and the 
equinox of autumn, the country lands 
Austen’s characters inhabit exist in a 
kind of eternal tepid spring, with long 
pastoral walks thwarted only by unex-
pected rain — and rain, any Janeite 
will tell you, is just an excuse to have 
a heroine catch a dramatic cold. 

The December holiday is tossed 

off casually midway through “Pride 
and Prejudice” via a rather fiendish, 
emotionally destructive letter sent to 
Jane Bennet from Caroline Bingley, 
the scheming sister of Jane’s object of 
affection, the affable Charles. Under 
the wicked but gossamer-thin guise 
of a confession between friends, Miss 
Bingley “confides” that their family 
has permanently absconded for the 
winter season and the whole lot of 
them are rooting for Charles to pro-
pose to Georgiana, the young ward of 
the brooding Mr. Darcy. “I sincerely 
hope your Christmas in Hertfordshire 
may abound in the gaieties which 
that season generally brings,” Caro-
line tosses off at the end after dashing 

Continued on next page
ILLUSTRATION BY H. M. BROCK
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December 10 & 11, 2022December 10 & 11, 2022

the girl’s dreams.
A kind of “XOXO, go die.” 
This mock-gesture of good Christ-

mas tidings is well in line with Aus-
ten’s satirical writing, ever-ready to 
poke fun at the mannered hypocrisy 
of her genteel class. 

This yuletide season, Shakespeare 
& Company takes Austen’s characters 
into full Christmas celebration with 
a staged, costumed reading of “Miss 
Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley,” 
written by Lauren Gunderson and 
Margot Melcon, and directed by Ariel 
Bock. Following the novel’s conclu-
sion and the wedding of Elizabeth 
Bennet to Mr. Darcy, “Miss Bennet” 
picks up as an alternative prologue 
focusing on the oft-overlooked 
middle Bennet sister, Mary. 

Oh Mary, Mary, so very contrary — 
plain, vain and truly a pain. She is as 
untalented musically as she is in con-

versation. “Mary had neither genius 
nor taste,” Austen wrote, “and though 
vanity had given her application, it 
had given her likewise a pedantic air 
and conceited manner, which would 
have injured a higher degree of excel-
lence than she had reached.” To a de-
gree, though it hardly makes her less 
pedantic, she is occasionally aware 
of her ill-fit among others. As she 
herself tells her sister when it comes 
to gentlemen and balls, “But I confess 
they would have no charms for me. I 
should infinitely prefer a book.”

What kind of scripted suitor 
Gunderson and Melcon have cooked 
up for the sour middle child Mary 
Bennet… audiences will have to wait 
to discover. 

“Miss Bennet: Christmas At Pember-
ley” will be performed Dec. 16 through 
18 at Shakespeare & Company’s Elayne 
P. Bernstein Theatre in Lenox, Mass.

… heavenly homes, devilish wit
Continued from previous page

ILLUSTRATION BY H. M. BROCK

Illustrations from ‘The Novels and Letters of  
Jane Austen’ edited by Reginald Bramley Johnson, 1906
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SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

one call for all your

Winter projects
We do commercial snowplowing, 

snow and ice control, land clearing, 
pruning, vista clearing, excavation work

Inquire about our off season rates!
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